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1 . Further assistonoe to Britain was af'forded 

by- Conada in the \lest Indies . Tho f irst request , nnde 

by the Arm:y Counoil on 19 August 1914 , \'1as ror a battalion 

to replace the British carrison in :Scrnudo. ; the second , 

ma.de by the Secretary of State for the Colonieo on 13 

January 1915 , wa.o for artillery personnel to t1nll guns at 

St . Lucia , one of the Windward Islands . (Colonol A. 

r ortesoue Duguid , The Canudia.n Forocs in the Great ~ ar ••• , 

(Ottm1a., 1938 ) , 70 , 162 . ) Thio Report is npreliminary 

account of Canadian activities on both these islands . 

BE~11DA 

2 . Tllo Royal Canadian Regioent replaced tho 

2nd Lincolnshi re at IIamilton , Bor.muda, on 14 .Jeptember , 

1914 , after sailing from Halifax on the Canada . under 

oscort of H. lL C • ...> . !Tiobe , throe days ea.rlier. Thus tho 

R.C. R. -... the only inf an try in the Permanent Force --

ha vine volunteered f'or t hi s service , woro the f i rst 

trOOJ?S frotl Cano.du to servo overseas in tho Fi rst World 

War . It ~·ra.s ho1:ied that "ouoh n move ·would in the near 

:fUturc be n s top nearer the battlefield wbioh [was] the 

desire o:r all ranks . " (~., 70- 71 . I.otter , Comd . 6th 

Div . to ::>eorctary I~ilitio. Council , 22 Aug 16, P . A. R. C. 

rilo c 150, Vol . 1 . ) 
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On arrival in Bormudn 1t booa.me evident 

that a contingent of 400 men of the Canadian Expeditionary 

~·orce (C . E. F . ) r1hioh had joined the battalion at Halifax 

f rom Vnloartier (having volunteered for service \"lith tho 

R. c . R. } had not been attested . They wore asl:cd in Bermuda. 

to enlist 1n the Rcciment for three years at Permanent 

Forco ( P . F. ) rat es of pay ; not unnaturally , the men ref'u.s od 

(Tel ., G.o.c. Bermuda [L1eut .-Genere.l Sir G.M. Bullock] 

to A.G. , Ottawa, 29 Sep 14, P. A. R. o. file C 150 , Vol . 2 ). 

This wns a matter of se.rioua embarrassment to the 

Depart ment 1n Ottawa . The Chief of tho Genoral. Staff 

stated , " i f wo (.!1 ve way altoc;othor, 'l.'Je shall bo a laur;hi ng 

stook ; on the other hand we cannot rotain t he mon ac;ainst 

t heir will . " (Ibi d . Lotter o.G.s . to A.G. , 29 Sep 14. ) 

"The men shoul d have been onliotod before sendinc them 

to Bermuda . Evidently someone has blundered . " (~. , 

l etter A. & I1 .M. G. to D.M., 30 Sop 14. ) 

A message was sent from Ottawa to tho er:reot 

that recruit~ refuoinc to aorve at P. F. rates of pay were 

to bo roturned to Canada. At Halifax they r1ore to be t,ivon 

the op~ortunity of cnlistmont in t he C • .h. . F. Those who 

declined would bo sent homo . (1lli,., tel . A. G. to G.o.c. 
Dor muaa , 6 Oct 14. ) Tho oo.mnunioation did not oo.uzo the 

men to change their r.tinds . In all 386 still uould not 

enlist ·without overseas pay . Canada was thereupon askod 

to charter a ship f or their ropl ncOLont . (~ •• tel 
A. G . G.o.c. Bermuda to :\Ujutan'tl Gcne:raa.. , 8 Oot 14. ) To t hi s 

end s tops were taken to r aise othor reoruits in Canadn 

and to f'Urnish a vessel , but the matter was hnp:pily 

settled by tho Privy Council (the Governor General , H. R. H. 

tho Duke Of Conna.ue;ht , naa Honorary Colonel Of the Ileciment 
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whioh sanctioned pay and allowances at overseao rates to 

all rankD of tho R. C . .. ~ . from tho date o:r embarkation . 

(Ibid., tel A.G. to G.o.c. Bermuda, 24 Oot 14. ) These 

difficulties having been adjusted , the battalion aettl od 

down to guard duties and training . 

5. In January the Conman.ding Offiocr, oertity-

ine that "all ranks of tho Royal Canadian Recimont have 

offered their services for Active Service abroud , " asked 

that the unit might be cent to the front , (Letter , c.o. , 

R. C. R. to D. A. A. &. Q,.M.G. (Bermuda) , 22 Jan 15 , ''Units 

of Cana<.iinn Ac ti vc 1 .. 111 tia o:N'erinc their services for 

Ovorso11s European War" , file 593-1- 29 , Vol . J ). In 

Council , tho c.o. .;:; . supported tho request without ouccoss , 

and by the middle o:f' the yoar there \"las somo disoontont 

in the unit because o:r continued garrison duty. (Letter , 

C. G.S. to rime Linister ' s Office , 17 . a.r 15, Gwatkin 

oorrospondenoo , drawor EE 86. Letter G.o.c. Borm.uda to 

Socrotary , l.:...ilitia Oounoil , 11 Jun 15 , P .A.R. C. file 

0150, Vol . 4 ) 

6. On 12 .Aucuat , however , tho C .G . ~ . was finally 

suaocssf'ul ; the ~ . C .R. was relieved by the JSth Battalion 

c . ~ . F.,* (which had been raised in Ottawa) , and proceeded 

to Enwlancl for the ·fostorn Front . (Letter , C.G.S . to A.G., 

21 Jul 15 , file 683- 16- 3. Ducuid , Canadion l!'oroes in tho 

Great 'lnr , 71 , 450 . ) .AD early as February, 1916, the 

G. O. C. Bermuda reported that the ncr1 battalion showed 

excellent s pirit , all ranks boing anxious to Let to the 

WJ.1he reason for tho selection of the 38th Battalion 
to rel1ove tho n.c.R. cannot be established . All our files, 
and those of I .A • .t{. 0., dealing \11th Bor.muda, have been 
searched without success . 
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front , and he stated thoy \IOul.d bo fit for this during 

the first half ot April . (Letter , G.o.c. Ber.:auda to 

Secretary .Militia Council , 18 Feb 16, "Request of 3Sth 

Battalion C • ..i. . F. to be all.owed to proceed to tho front" , 

tile 683- 16- 12 . ) 

An both the . C. rt. and the 3eth Battalion 

were English- speaking , it was decided in Ottawa that a 

French- Canadian battalion should noxt be Garrisoned nt 

Bermuda. (Letter , Aoting A. G. to C.G.s . 15 Nov 17 , 

P. A.l .c. file C 150, Vol . 5. ) The 57th Battalion, 

stationed at uobec , was invited to eo and volunteered ; 

but as it was badly under strencth, tho c.G.s. ruled , 

"ono thin~ i s certain, the 57th ought not to be sent ••• 

until it is up to strength and effioiont . " (l i nuto c.G.s . 
to D.L., 8 Apr 16, t ile 666- 16- J . ) Tho 163rd Battalion, 

a French- speaking unit at .. ontreoJ. , had the required 

strength, and was then asked ; it aoceptccl , tal:inJ over 

from the 38th tonards tho end of May 1916. (Ibid., letter 

Aotinc A. G. to l obn ., 8 Mey 16 ) . 

c. On 27 November 1916 the Dritish ro- aosuned 

garrison duties ; n garrison battalion of the East York

shire Regiment relieved the Canadian unit . The ohip 

\7hioh bro~ht the British to Bermuda returned with tho 

16Jrd Battalion to En~land , whcra it wao usoJ to reinforce 

French- Canadian battalions at the front . (Lotter , a.r 

Office to Governor General , 11 Oct 16, P •• R. C. fil e C 150, 

Vol . 6. Letter , Caroon to War Office, 2 Uov 16, O. S.H. 

file 8- 5- 108 . ) 

ST . IDCIA 

In the Windv1ard Islands , No . 6 Company of 
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the Royal Canadian Garrison Artillery, totalling 123 all 

ranks , disembarked o.t Port Castries , dt . Lucio , April 

1915 , and served there until May, 1919. The Canadians 

did not roliove a Dr1t1sh garrison , but took over as a 

war measure two torts on oithor aide ot the harbour 

entrance to Port Castries Hhioh hed not boen occupied 

since 1907. During those eight years en alooat i.mpcnetrahle 

forest of tro~ioal trees and vinos had dprune up , so that 

extensive oloaring \'JaD necessary before tho positions 

could again be occupied . l!alaria \ 'las prevalent at first , 

but by 19le the clearing of brush , the construction of 

drains , ru1d tho oiling of' SWS!:l:!?S had brought tho disoas e 

under control . (Cnno.dian Forces in tho Groat lar, 162- 3. 

Lt- Col . A.G. Harris , "'l'ho Occupation of St . Lucia by 

Canadian Troops" , EE 112 , folder 2, 1- 2 .} 

10. At the outbreak of mr there \'1ore no guns 

on the island . ::rour French 14- oentimetre pieces \Vero 

borrowed from artinique . Theae had been mounted by 

French troops bo:t'oro the unit ' s arrival . In addition to 

these , tho Canadians mounted tv10 British 6-inch guns 

:t'ror:.i Bermuda between April and July, 1915 . No further 

additions wore mode . Until the end or tho war tho main 

task was to man those guns .. (Canadian Forces in the 

Great War, 162- J . ttThe Oooupation ot St . Luoia" ••• , 

ibid . ) 

11 . Jm. unusual duty which fell to the lot of 

the gunners was to provide a.n examination service . A 

70- ton steam pinnace , the &.d . Vi51lant which arrived 

20 August 1915 , 1as procured in Trinidad . In the absence 

of naval personnel No . 6 Company tu.rniahod on officer and 

crew. The vwrk consisted of seein that no contraband 
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nor ouspicioua ell raotel's wero on board ::>hipn entorine; or 

, ass int the harbour . A customs officer oconpan1cd tho 

army officer on ooch occasion, ( .. o_ort by Lt .-Col . Doan , 

29 Mar 16, "ut . Lucia Det('lcl\""\Ont" , i: . A • . .?. C. :ilo 161,.5- lJ, 

Vol . I;. . "Pe1ort of ~eot11!~, held a t Govo1"ru'ont rouoc , 

St . Luciu , Jl July 1915" , II. '-l . -·llc 3 . 3799 . ) 

12. t>t111 rJorc unusual was tno task o'i mine 

swoopi ng 't'JhicL t.as • posed on the orG:; of tho Vig;ilant 

from April 1917. A1'ter five days • inotruotion by a 

vioitina British no.vol of1'icor , tho entrance to tho 

harbour wao s\Jc:pt once a ·.~ cot: . ( "'l'llo 9coupation of vt . 

Luo ia ••• " , i bic1 • , 3. Sir Char loo Luc as , .-'l' .. ho;;;.o ____ n_i;.;:;r...;;e~a:..;;t_.;.;V.;;;a-.r , 

Vol . 2, (London , 1923) , 403 . ) 

13. The avora e strene t 1 of tho unit , uo to 

t;;rednal i ncreas es , ' an 250 l r anks includin,.,. attnchod 

one ineer , !!.lcdioal ancl other services . The oap:pcr::; rrnrc 

there to act u_p sonrch.lights and im __ rovo aooo odation. 

In all , 439 all ranks saw service in dt . Lucia ( five of 

\1ho.m died of sic"~oc~ ) . (Canadi an Forocs 1Il tho C-raet or, 

162- 3 . "The Oocupet!on or J t . Lucio. ••• " , ibid ., '/ , 13 . ) 

1 4 . Thia ~o~ort u os compiled by Cn. t . J . A. 

::ettonha.r:i .c .. 

/ /:/'/' _, ~ /7 ,y /Q,,pp~~ v /d~} 
(~~.L. Nichol~on) onel 

,I' Director Hictorioal dootion 




