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two more werc knocked out by enomy S.P. guns; and the River Ausa was

”‘_fOund;ﬁo be a tank obsteclo. Tha aliock bogpcd down &5 both PoP.C.L.I.
_dnd Carlt & York R. casunlties mounted in the Iflat ground overlooked
by 2ll the forces on S. Fortuncto and S, Martino, ond with determined

enomy dug in across the Ausa., Lt 1500 houre crrengemonts had been
made at brigade level for a Canlt & York atteek across the riven,

'but tho officer commanding Carlt & Yorlk R., in vicw of thc cnemy's

fipc ond his own casualtics, considered thet a daylisht abtback
acrods the River Ausa by one battalion would be suicidel both to
the infenfry and to the Engineers who would have to prepare the
ecrossings®, Li-Col Bogert agreed with this opinion, o instead a
night attack (18/19 Sep) was planncd, (3 Cdn Inf Bde: "OLTIVE").
As e vesult of the lack of progredss the forward move of The two

L. Edmn f. reserve companies was cancellod shortly after noon, and
they stood fust in the arsc behind &5, Lorenzo.

246, Lt 1800 hours, 18 Sep, the ¢.0.0. 1 Cdn Inf Div held =
confecrence at which orders for re-grouping and subsequent operations
were given. 2 (dn Inf Bde was assigned = temporary holding role,
and 5 Cdn Inf Bde wins ordered to cstablish o bridgchead across the
River Ausc and exploit north to capture the 8, Fortunato cbjective.
For this attack Hest & P.H.R. roturned to its parent formation from
under commend 3 Odn«Inf Bde. (See para 238). Supporting tanks wero
48 R.T.R, On the same night (18/19 Sep) 4 (Brit) Div on tho Corps
dleft werc to attack feross the Ausa to tho 8, Aguilina feature (Sce
para 233), It was hoped that the double tHrust might havo the
cffeet of diverting some of the cnomy's avtillery and morbar fire.

207 - The meting Brigade Commander, Lt-Col Bogert,

divided the atbtuacl into three phases. Phase 1 was

the establiskment of a bridgelicad eerss thé River Ausa

by Carit & York R, and the counstruction of whecl anéd track
grossings. The bridgehesd planned wes shallow cnd about 700 yards
long, dircetly opposite Belvedere and 5. Fortunato (from 846835 to
842029), B Hour was sct ot 2130 hours. In the second phasc dHast

& P.E.R. right and Wost M, 5.R.%lerft were to- gocure the bridgehead

and advence to finel objectives - respeetively Covignano and

Polarzo Pavadise (the highest point of the Foaturc). It wos

estimated that 0500 hours 19 Sep was a possiblo time for the initia
eédvence from the bridgehead, but should the breskeout be delayed

after that hour, o swmolko scéresn waes Lo come down on tho feasurse to
blind the enemys. It was highly importont to gain the foot of

S, Fortunato ridge belore daybrenk, das to be caught in the f£lats

would prove enbtromely costly. In Phase IT R. 28¢ R. would move up

on the left of West N.S,R., and then all battelions would explolt
northwards from thoir objectives up to a distance of, 1000 yards. (Ibid:
Appx M) f =L

248, The advance of Carlt & York begen at 2130 hours and con-
tinued successfully against little opposition from machine-gun fire,
though shelling wes fairly heavy and onemy banks could be heard
milling around. The river was crosscd ot midnight and by 0115 hours,
19 Sep, two compenies had established a bridgehead and s tank
erogsing was in preperation. 4 fascine was placed in o small ditch
near: the River, Ausa and an Ark in ths Ausa itself, Sherman
bulldogers prepared the nccossary approsched; the task was completed

R T ———

& & statemsnt in the 1 Cdn Corps -report on which the British
narrative is basod incorrectly places Carlt & York acress the
Ausa by 1100 hours on 18 Sep. (1 Canadian Coppg Operatlons, pel%)

Xk West N.S.R. were now commanded by Nejor F.E. Hiltz. Lt=Col R.5.E.
Wa termen, D.5.0. vecated active command on 17 Sop. (West NuS.Raey
"OLIVE") "
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objective. When "A" Coy came to attack

the house where a pl of "C" Coy was left
behind to deal with the enemy who had
engaged them, "A" Coy relieved the pl who
then rejoined its Coyj; and at 2041 hrs,
they were on their objective, in the niddle
of a lot of enemy, 25 enemy having already
been captured and then the mopping up
process started. At that time 1%t seemed
evident that the enemy was taken by surprise,
because they themselves had blown up one of
their tanks and an inf gun, The mopping up
was very difficult because the enemy was
resisting stubbornly and the darkness added
@difficulties. '

At 2340 hrs '"D" Coy was moved fwd to take
up a position in the area road junction
835938, this was carried out successfully
withou% opposition. At 0255 hrs A Tk guns
and IMIGs arrived in the area and have taken
positions to protect "B" and '"CY Coys.

(Ibid)

255, On the 2 Bde front L. Edmn R, had mesznwhile had a
guieter time but had scored no less a spectacular success.
Protected by the artillery fire "DV Coy moved forward at 2100 hours
(19 Sep) with the object of seizing the road Junctlon (827950)
behind 8. Fortunato and 1000 yerds due west of Covignano. They
were followed by "B! Coy, who were to pass through and seize the
battalion's main objective, S. Lorenzo in Monte., The two reserve:
companies were to come up behind to clear the rear slopes and
seize the ground on the flanks. The "artificial moonlight" of the
searchlights which were at the left rear in 4 (Brit) Div sector,
was of material assistance for the forming-up and for keeping
divection. Box-mines were c¢ncountersd on the lower slopes but the
sappers neutralized them gquickly. Shelling and machine gun fire
was fairly heavy, but was not directed on the attacking companies
accurately; further these companies were maling use of sunken
roads and tracks. The L, Edmn R, infiltratlion was completely
successful, though movement and events between 2300 hours and 0200
hours (20 Sep) were confusing to flanking pockets and hattalion
headquarters because of the failurs of R.T. communications. Companies
had to continue as best they could, meking physical contact with
each other when possible,

"Dl Coy after passing through R, 22e R,
below S. Fortunato, sywung slightly off
their axis and had a brisk encounter with
the enemy. The two nlatoons contacted
reported that two of the pl officers were
cas, and the coy comd had gone on to the
objective with the remaining portion of the
company, which it was later learned totalled
16 men. No. contaect, either by R.T. or
physically could be made with "B" Coy. The
scout officer was ordered to re=group the
part of "DW Coy,with him, and 1f possible
¢lzar Cootehall™(S. Fortumato.)

(Hist Sec file Italy: 1944/2 Cdn Inf
Bde/C/D, Docket IV: The L. Edmn R.
Campalgn Narrative,) - '

% S, Fortunato knoll was still oecupied by the enemy at 0340 hours,
20 Sep (W.D., Seaforth of C., 20 Sep 44), nor was it cleared by
0910 hours, when an enemy 5.P. gun was reported to be active in
that area, (W.D., L, Edmn R., 20 Sep 44,) L, Edmn R. entry In

(Footnote cont'd on p.125)
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I received the order to push on to S LORENZO
IN MONTE (our final objective 822955), and
sent a patrol into it. They found it un-
occeupled, so we oceupied 1t, but just in
time, for as we got in we saw that Jerry

was comlng up te do likewise. Our Bren
gunners had a grand time against them,
mowing them down right and left,

(Hist Sec file Italy:
1944/2 Cdn Inf Bde/C/C,
Docket IV)

257. : An enenmy counter-attack developed almost immediately,
but artillery fire was called down, and the German effort was
quickly smashed, From the high voint of vantage held by the
Edmonton company it was possible to keep a close watch on enemy
movement along the flanks and during the morning of the 20th the
company commander was able to call dowm effective artillery fire

on German tanks and.3.P. guns. The comnany's own score for its
successful attack numbered some 50 prisonsrs, including five or

six officers. The enemy dead were numerous: the comrany commander
personally counted 20 killed by S.A. fire. (Ibid)

258. The narrative must now be turned back to the early
hours of the morning, when R, 22¢ R, and L. Edmn R. were reporting
their successes in getting to the top of and behind 8, Fortunsto.
Every effort was made to consolidate the positions, for the enemy
were still numeraus and active even by noon on 20 gep. With great
determination the anti-tank guns wers brought un to the top of the
feature by daylight. Seaforth of C. had been ordered forward at
0320 hours (Gibson: gp ¢it), and P,P.C,.L.I, (for whom reinforcements
had just arrived) were put on short notice to pass through to the
river, ®Seaforth of C, companies were on their objective by Le
Gragzle by 0600 hours, In their consolidation of 5, Fortunato they
were assisted by Hasi & P.E.R., who took 112 P.77, (Hist Sec file
Ttaly: 1944/1 Cdn Inf Bde/C/D, folio III: "Battle for 5. FORTUNATO
Ridge"), Until noon, however, a great deal of close fighting took
place all over the feature, though in a sense it was a '“field day "
for 2 and 3 Bdes. (Ibid) As Brigadier Gibson reported, Munits took
prisoners literally by the hundreds and large numbers of Germans
were killed." (Ibid) The Seaforth of C. account of the action on
20 Sep gives corroboration:

"B" coy met more copposition on the right

flank and were several times pinned down

by enemy flre but withall took a large toll

of the enemy who had apparently decided to

abandon the feature around noon. This coy,

at one time, had so many PW that its

mobility was embarrassed. Together B, C,

and D coys turned in the total of 214 PW

that day, and the number of enemy dead on

the feature must have approximated that

amount. The arty had a field day shooting

. up bands of retreating Germans, and many

were caught in the gullies tha% run dovn to

the MARECCHIA R, &
(Hist Sec file Ttaly: 1944/2
- Cdo Inf Bde/C/D, Dockat III)

259. R. 22 R, tell the sam¢ story of hoavy fighting during
the morning, of numerous prisoners and of most effective shoots
against immfnent counter-attacks: L



Lt=-Col Allaxrd

260 .

20 Sep 44).
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At 0730:hrs 20 Sepfl944~ﬁcﬂ“Goyawésjbeing
heevily etigaged by:enemy guns and small.
arms fire and it-became evident that a
counter-attack was being prepared by what-
ever forces the enemy had with him on top
and the reverse slope of the feature. At
0800 hrs the counter-attack started but
quickly lost its momentum wi - the Coy Comd
got his MMGs .on the second floor of a

building and started to use them for direct

fire, The enemy was nevertheless within
the Coy's sector, and 1if they were pinned
down by our MIGs fire, they were also pre-
venting any movements in the areaz, When |
this new situation developed it was decided
to use "DY Coy in a flanking attack, The
Jaft fwd pl of WY Coy g used as & idnn
base fer this atisck. - DN Coy started from
R4 and Track junction 229941 and attacked
in a NE :divection. Their adv was covered
by IMG fire and direct fire from 6 pdr A Tk
suns . :

This fire was kept up until the Coy was
very close to the enemy., On a pre-arranged
signal of a white flare - all fire stopped
and the Coy charged the position at the

double, this operation was highly successful,

and by 1015 hrs the two Coys had captured
another 79 PW and the position was finally
consolidated. : - §

(R, 226 R.: YQLIVEM)

says of his battalion's P.W. bag and booty:

During that operation more than 200
prisoners were captured over 50 were left
dead on the ground, and a large quantity
of eguipment was seized such ass-

Mortars 81 mm 20
Tank Mk IV ; 1
MGs 45 ; 20
A Tk Projector 20

Rifles -~ Over 200

Sniper's Rifle :

Auto Pistols - Several with a large
quantity of personal equipment..

(Ipid)

By evening of 20 Sep the,S. Fortunato feature wezs
consolidated and cleared, West N.S5.R.™ had moved up during the
morning to €. Fortunato itself and assisted in the clearing up

process there, after which they consrlidatad (W.D., West .8 .F

BRI;’.
P.P.C.L.I. had also moved up, and af 1400 hours had

two companies in the. L. Edmn R, area-in 5, Lorenzo-in Monte and- two

companies behind, prsparatory to securing a

River larecchia. The various battalion positions were nows:

of C, in the arca of Le Graziej

bridgehead scross.the

Seaforth

L. Bdma RBi, &, Lerenzo in Hontes

Hast & P.E.R., Le Grasie, Covignano and the eastern slopes;. Wes

g Lt-Col A.L. Saunders, formerjy'éaSBOOQE), HoO. 2:G8n Inf ‘
Div, assumed command of the regiment on the 22nd, taking
gver from Mejor F.d, Hiltz, the 2I/C.
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N.5,R., 8. Fortunato and Palazzo
Belveders, Palazzo Paradiso and

Pafadiso;
the western slopes;

R, 22 R,, Villa
FuPo0. 14T,

in the L. Edmn R, area, Carlt & York R, were under orders to
move forward to relieve I, Famn R, (Jist See file Italys 1944/1
Cdn Inf Div/C/F, Docket F: op git)
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263, Rimini was now dominated and made untenable by

our control of the 8. Fortunato feature: the noise of explosions
in the city during the night 20/21 sounded like the usuasl Cerman

cprelude to a withdrawal. From 5, Fortunato northe-cast lay the

great plain and the towns and roads pointing away to Ravenna,
Bologna and the Po River, Immediatsly below 8.  Fortunato lay the
broad basin of the River Marecchia,. -There were two immediate
tasks for the division - the capture of Riminl and the crossing
of. River Marecchia, for which latter task P,P.C.L.I. on the after-
noon of 20 Sep were preparing. i pl

4 (BRIT) INF DIV BRIDGEHEAD OVER THE MARECCEIA 21-22 SEP

264, Following their relief on the night 17/18 8ep, 28
(Brit) Inf Bde had gone into reserve (para 236), but on 20 Sep

they were ordered tc assist in the Tormation of the larecchiag
bridgehead. The roads wers so bad that 2 Kings never got forward
at all and recturned to the concentration srea in Misano. 2/4 Hamp$s
and 2 Som L.I. remainod behind 10:(Brit) Inf Bde during 21 Sep while
6 Surreys contirued to clear the forward slopes overlooking the
Padulli,” Point 112 was cleared in the morning virtually without
opposition. ‘A patrol was then sent- over the Padulli to. Polnt 100
(792943) on the final ridge overlooking the larccchia, where they
arrived.at 1635 hours without making contect, 4s 28 (Bpit) Inf Bde
passed through, 10 (Brit) Inf Bde stood fast to help keep the roads
clear ‘for the advance of 5 Cdn Armd Div, who were moving up to
relieve 4 (Brit) Inf Div once the crossing of the Marecehia had
been accomnlished. :

el ; 28 (Brit) Inf Bde advanced with 2 Som L.I, right

and” 2/4 Hamps left, and passed without opposition to the final ridge.
That night, patrols reached the banks of the Marecchia without
encountering resistance, but were fired on from the north bank,
They consolidated next day, 2 Som L.I. on the ridge and 2/4 Hamps
i dEront tor ik in houses along the lateral road which runs south of
the Marecchia, both battalions about a mile short of. the river,
However, an enterprising officer, having crossed the river to

8. Glustinag (737°38) and found 1t emplyy; 2 Som L.I. occupied the
town during .22 Sep with no more inconvenience than heavy shelling
by German artillery after they had moved in, In the centre and
Left, 4 Recce and 2/4 Hanps respactively, got elesments across the
river but met enemy rvesistance on the ground and found the roads

effectively demolished, (1 Cana Corps Operations, pp 40,41)

266, : During the night 22/23 Sep, 2/4 Hamps followed ]
their patrols in strength and reached Route 9 abeut a mile weet of
5. Glustina, which continued to be heavily shelled. Further move-
ment along the highway drev tillery bombardment, and an advance
up a lateral running north-west from 8, Giustina brought 4 Recce

Bn under heavy fire from the area centred around Casale (777995)
about 1000 yards north of the highway.¥ Tn the afternoon the troops
of 12 Cdn Inf Bde passed through and attacked Casale which was not
Tinaliyfclcared G111 next day, 24 tep. 2 S0k Tl =56 4 Baocs when
withdrew leaving 2/4 Hanps under command 5 Cdn Armd Div to protect

i

the left flank of the bridgechead.

- B . ' - 2 e e

% Command of the divisional sector officially passed to the
Canadians at 0715 hours, 23 Sep, i .
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1 CDN INF DIV BRIDCEHEAD OVER RIVER MARECCHIA AND THE
‘ CAPTURE OF RININI, 20-22 SEP

267, . The P.P.C.L.I. advance in the lats afternoon

of 20 Sep down the forward slope was checked by the presence of
enemy armour at the road junction below S. Lorernzo in lonte

o (Monticello 823964), It was also impeded by rain which began to
" fall in the early evening, making roads difficult for wheels

and tracks, It was not until after midnight 20/21 that two com-
panies moved forward to by-pass Monticello and to establish them-
selves on the lateral road lmmediately south of the river and
1000 yards north of Monticello road junction, Contact with the
enemy was slight, though there was some shelling. One company
moved across the river to the main lateral road north of it
(Route 9) and was firmly established by 0950 hours, 21 Seps two
other companies moved north-west to protzct the bridgehead and
the sappers' bridging operations. The Engineers both here and in
1 Cdn Inf Bde's area now began to race against threatening floods,
for the Tain was contimuine, (W.D,, P.P.C.L,Is, 20, 21 Sep 44;

1 €dn Inf Div Engrg: HOLIVEM) '

268, On the right, 1 Cdn Inf Bde was guick to take

radvantage of the general withdrawal. (Operations by R.C.R. and

48 Highrs had been almost negligible on 20 Sep and both shelling
and mortaring were light.) Early on 21 Sep, 48 Highrs were
ordered to advance beyond the railway and, keeping to the west

of Rimini, to secure and report upon crossings over the streams

up to the River Marecchia, This advence was carried out rapidly
and without opposition. 3By 1100 hours patrols reported having
reached the south bank of the river and being under fire from
cnemy MU.G, posts on the far side. (1 Cdn Inf Bde M"OLIVE"). In
mid-afternoon, the brigade commander ordered 48 Highrs to secure
a bridgshead across the river and the road junction at Celle
(835988) - which was also an objective of P.P.C.L.I. Celle is at
the intersection of Route 16 to Ravenna and Route 9 to Cesenas

it was here that the two brigades were to effect their junction.
The advance began at 1800 hours, The river was passed before
midnight, but the 48 Highrs company moving on Celle came under
heavy machine gun fire when about 100 yards short of the objective
and was stopped temnorarily.

2604 ¢ ] 3 Gk Mtn Bde had progressed heavily up Route 16 on
20 Sep, fighting in a diversicnary role during the main 9.
Fortunato attack, Opposition was particularly keen at the hamlet
of 5. Maria, g mile from the city of Ravenna itself, and from enemy
in buildings north-east towards the coast., A few paratroopers were.
in the area to' bolster up the mercenaries of 162 Turkoman Div. The
Greeks suffered nine killed and 30 wounded on 20 Sep but took some
prisoners and a large amount of enemy equipment, During the night
20/21 Sen opposition slackened and 2 patrol at 0650 hours, 21 Sep,
rcached the River Ausa at the southern outskirts of Rimini., The
brigaede commander asked for and received permission to advance into
the city, Orders were given to push on as rapidly as nossible

into Rimini, with instructions to capture the bridges over the

s River Marecchia, There then developed a race among the three
" battalions to seize the prize. 2 Bn was first, and by 0800 hours,

21 Sep, the Greek flag was hoisted over the town. No enemy
opposition was encountered, A fifting gesture was the Creek request

“to divisional headquarters for a "Canadian' flag to raise beside

the Greek pennant, "At 0730 hours the mayor of Rimini inf

b4 It was the talk of the messes at divisional headquarters
that no Union Jack or Canadian ensign could be found
immediately and that the red banner of the Auxiliary
Services was lent for the nonce.
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inte CELLE, since he was tecing wp a
two coy attaeck on 1t. told us to stay
put wnmeilcFrrwst Disht,rthen fo o up
and take a point west of CEL E; which we

gid.,

(Hilct Bop File Ttolysjioid /o

Cdn Inf Bde/C/D, Dockst IT)
272, : On the right a 48 Hizhr company was providing
loeal proteetion during the night for a New Zealand Encincer
mine~clesring party. One platoon of this company SUppOT€9d by
New Zealand tanks went 0o heoute 16 to assist in the attack on
Cedle. After g third intantry ﬁsseulu, the position wes cap=

tured and consolidated about 0430 hours, (1 Cdn Inf Bde:
UQLIVE'). The last stages of this phase of Operation MOLIVE!
ad ‘begun to teke plhcc at 1600 hours, 21 Sep, when 2 N.Z. Div
started to pass through 1 Cdn Inf Div. 4t 0800 hours, 22 Sep,
the Canadian division went to Corps reserve and all brigades
including the Greek Mountszsin TIi@Wﬁb began to retire to rest
and training areses aleonz the coast from Rimint to Cattolica,
(1 Canadian Corns Operatlons, p. 19)

“J

CONCLUS IOH

e hen 1 Cdn Inf Div retired into Corps reserve many
Canadian infantrymen still believed thot they had fousht their
last battle in TIte b The nman with the red vateh on his arm
standing on fop of &, Fertunato ridge on rT sep and watching the
armour and cers of 2 E,Z Div go through howards the srest plain
bevond ~ this man, tired tduL?q he SR could vigorously wave
themn el e he believed that his job wag done, that the scout
cars and carriers and Bhermens snd Churchills wonld sweep into
the plain taking a1l before them. Bub had he lookec doim at his
feet, he would have seen that they were wet anﬂ 1uc iy and mighy
heve taken thelr condition a5 an onen. For dur %t weeks
the tanks and scout cars bogged down in mud aﬂ“ nrantry
were ealled on to establish brid cads over the very hnext river
the Uso at Santarcangelo, and during the subsequent wecks and
monthg ‘over tqe next and next and next ”TVOr@, from Savignano to
Cesena, from Cesens to Ravenna, The battle for 8. Fortunate had
bag xmn,@g\lnst the Germans, but the battle for the plains was
temporarily lest against the =mud and rain. Certalnly some mal-
eficent deity fostered the qehv'0 delaying sctions, for heavy
rains came serly and qctucllﬁf eet in om the very eve of the
v1ctory at 5, Fortunate,

274, By 22 Sep the battle face of Italy was considmrably
chahJed In 26 dﬂvs, since the offensive opened on 25 Aug

Fighth Army hed advenced some 30 miles (A111ac Stratesy, D. 11)

5 Corps 71ke 1 Cdn Corps, was across the River Lgbecchla after
its 56 Dlv'° fierce battls for Gm“'cnc ridge on 21 Sep, Eighth

&royvls main thrust on the Adristic sector had drawn the weight
of the German forces away from the central sector -~ twelve enemy
divisions (or emncnts thereof) were by 22 Sep TOCQt d in the
Adriatic sector leaving only nine comnittad across the remalning
thTﬂemquartoru of the Italian front (w,¥oG,b. Summary, Heo. 366,
22 8ep 44), This had made possible the rapid continuation of
the advence begun by ths Fifth Arsy north of Florvenecs in the
first week of September - which resulted in the breaching of the

Gothic Line by 13 (Brit) Corps and IT (U.5.) Corps in mid-September.

(C I1.G.8. Summeries for 10~20 Sep 44), (Seec Map "AM)

hth Army

205, The conduct of future operations of Big
5 for~atjoms could

would be determined by the extent to WhiCﬂ i
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battalion and brigsde commanders after the capture of 8., Fortunato,
messages couched .in warm terms such. as: '"The regiment may be
proud of 1ts pert. in a great hard-fought vietory. With my thanks
and best wishes to you all, Well dore Canada." (W.D., H.Q.

2 ¢dn Inf Bde, September 1944s Appx 32),

2 . Significant of the greatness of the effort
was the air support, During the period 1-20 Sep there was an
average of 302 fighter bombsrs and 110 1ight or medium bomber
sorties flown each day in support of the Eighth Army - and this
period included several days when the weather was bad and the
landing ground unserviedsble, (1 Cdn Inf Divs MOLIVE"), General
Leese states that the air support "was the most powsrful we had
yet had with the Eighth Armyt, (Ieese, on cit). The artillery
effort was likewise tremendous. Corps ertillery from the
beginning of the operation up to 22 Sep had fired 17,500 tons of
ammunition, (1 Cdn Corps: MOLIVEN)

279. Advantage was taken of the faet that the
Canadian Corps was operating along the cosst, to furnish naval
supports
On 3 September a naval task force similar

to one which had previously supported the
Polish Corps was placed in support of the

1st Canadicn Corps. The task of the force

was to shell hestile batieries, lcoast dofences
and towns along the coast on reguest of
Comnander Corps Royal Artillery 1 Canadian
Corps, The foree changed in strength and
composition during the next few weeks, since
naval operatlons frequently required the

ships to undertake other tasks., It was
finally released on 14 October, when con-
tinued bad weather made 1t impossible for

alr observation posts and artillery recon-
naissance aircraft to operate and provide

the ships with targets. Moreover the coastal
waters were heavily mined, and on several
occaslions the ships could not engage targets
properly because of the difficulty of
manoeuvering inte positlon.

(1 Canadian Corps Operations,
)

280, In the operations to break the Gothic Line
both Canadian divisions had played their part well, Though 1 Cdn
Inf Div was in the action more continuously and longer, 5 Cdn
Armd Div did an exceedingly good job. At the beginning of the
action the armoured division was battle-tried, in particularly
good fettle, and ready to prove itself - which it did brilliantly
ab, Covdano. Cdn,inf Div fought throughout the whole operation
gallantly and well, Of the division's gsehievement, the G.0.C.
says: e pained our objectives, one by one, throughout five
complete phases and over a period of 26 days, and in so doing we

& IThe term "Gothie Line' has become generic in the mouths
of the participants as signifying the entire action. from
River Metaurc to River lMarecchia, though the battle for
S. Fortunato is separstely referred to, as 1s the battle
Tor Coriano. j
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atvanced a total of 32 milec i (1 Gdn Inf Dive MOLIVEWY  The
support or 21 Tk Bde wes evervwhere appreciated, It is an

~ interssting fact that the mepn and ofiicers of I Cdn Inf Div -
-which had since the beginning of operations in Sicily been
‘supported usvally by British tank regimente -~ always eonsldered
that they could have no better support than British-manned
CGanks,: 1i seéms &lspo that the DBritish crews liked working with
Canadian infantry, A corollary of these prejudices and opinions
is the complete harvmony and mutual esteem with which British

and Indian trodps and Canadians of, the Ist Canadian Armoured
Brigade worked. An explanation may be that the two nationalities
strive for each other's zopd opinion and make a special seffort
of' co~operation, going "the second mile'.

200, 3 : Among the messages of congratulation which

came from many sources, two are of particular interest:; the finrgt
from General Lecse to the G.0.€. 1 Cdn Inf Div, the second from
the commender of 3 Gk Mtn Bde, also to CGensral Vokes, in reply to
& message ol congratulaiion from the latter:

YOU HAVE WON A GREAT VICTORY (,) BY THE
© UBITTERESD BIGHTING STNCE BI ALAMATN AND

" CABSING YOU HAVE BEA SLEVEN GERITAN
DIVISIONS AND BROKEN THROUGH INTO THE PO
VALLZY (.) TiZ GRUATER PART (OF THY GERIIAN
ARMIES IN ITALY WonE MASSED ACAINST US AND
THEY HAVE DREEN TERRIBLY MAUIED (.) I
CONGRATULATE AND THANK YOU ATL (.) WE MUST
NOW HIT THEIM HARD DAY AND NIGHT AND FORCE
THEM BACK OVER ‘THE PO (,)

@D Gt Hi0, 1 Cdn Int Div,
September 1944: Aopx 77)

B0 AL RATRS (L)
OUR DIV COMIANDER
NFF DIV FOR CONGRATULATIONS (.)

a7 Ty COLE FROM GLORIOUS
WARRIORS (.) WE KNEW THIS AND. NOW THR
SATISFACTTION IS (REATER WiEN OUR SUALL
CONTRIBUTION ‘IS RECOCWIZED (.) KIFDLY ACCHPT
RESPECTS OF BDE AND WIST THAT GLOLY
ACCOMPANIES ALWAYS YOURSELF AND YOUR DIV (.)
LOMG LIVE CANADA «.)

I MADD KNOWI YOUR MESS!
ALL Us DEEPTY TQUCHED TI
JAND 1 CDN T

WE ARE HAPPY |

"

i

(Ipid: Appx 78)

202, The victories were not gained without casualties,
and one of the first tasks of the brigades was to nrepare
cemeteriecs. An analysis of casualties has been made in Preliminary
Report No. 143. Figures supplicd the narrator by 1 Cdn Inf Div
(BraffiCapt, "AM, Rosr H,Q.) early in October 1944 show total
number of casualties of the division (exclusive 3Gk MEm “Bde and
21 Tk Bde, i.e., only Canadian casualties) to be 2424, This
figure 1s broken down as follows: 30 officers and 412 other ranks
killed; 97 officers and 1691 other ranks wound dei et el e
and 189 other ranks missing, Computing by brig desy 2o 0dn g f e
had the greatest total casualties - 781, 2 Cdn Inf Bde had 692,

1 Cdn Inf Bde, 689, All other units of the division (e ibe,
R.C.A,, R.C.E., Sask L.1,, Sigs, etc,) hed a total of 262
casualties, (Hist SBec file Italy: 1944/1 Cdn Inf DigiC/ R,

Docket I), TIn the period of operations (25 Aug to 19 Sep) in
which they were in action 5 Cdn Armd Div suffered casualbics of

28 officers and 293 other ranks killed, 70 officers and 961 other
ranks' wounded, and 1 officer and 15 other ranks missing, (Report
No, 143, Appx "AW) (For total casnaltics sustalned by Canadizn
troops 1n Italy from 19 Aug to 30 Sep 44 see Appx "BY to this
Teporhi T S s interesting to note that during the period 23 Aug
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