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1. A further report is presented, This deals with & vwisit to
the Pirst Canadian Army Tem: Brigade, soumanded by hrigadisr F.T.
WORTHINGTON, M4Ca, MiMy, Which arrived in the United Fingdom with
Troop Convoy 11 at the ond of Jume 1941, '

Bs This brigado has a special intum as belng the ru-st Qanad-
ian armoured formation to eross the Atlantie, as well as the firat
to arrive of the three rajor formations (the others being 5 Odn Div
and 6 Odn (Aymd) Div) scheduled to reach this country under the
Overssas Ammy FProgramme for 1941, General MeNAUGHTON had been
anxious to add an armoured formation to his foree in this sowntry
at the earliest possidle moment, and had encoureged the suthorities
in Carada to hasten the departure of Arigadier Worthinston's
oamuand as rueh as ppasttdsble, The brigade came under cormand of

Odn Corps immedliately upon srrivaly u?g it iz hoped that i%s training
will be far enough advanced to mb.lonto Join the oxder of dattle of .

the Corps in the early autum,

mmmmmmm
- IN CAHADA

S The Brigede is composed of the 1lth Army Tenl: Battalien,
Canadien Armoured Gorps (ONTARIO REGIMEENT (TANK)); the 12¢h Awmmy
Tauk Dattalion, CaAsOs (THREE RIVERS REGTVENT (TANK)); and the 14tk
Army Tank Battalion, C,;A.0, (CALGREY RUGDMENT (TANK)), |
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4,  Hesdquarters, lst Canadian Army Tenk Brigade, 0,A.C,, was
placed on setive service by Gemarel Order Fo, 71 (25 Mar 41) effeste
ive 1) Feb 413 mmmomamummucmm
mmm (l‘l&)g\ m, mmmuuunnorm

~ brigade tmamtﬁn&*“ummsmmm

in G.0, Mo, 79 (avun) mmtnura 4) had uugmu-ob-
11ized; mtmmmmm (mm) m:muuu with'1
0dn Div as Gorps Troops, and the Ontario Regiment (Tenk) with 2 0dn
Div on the sane basis (G40, No. 135, 1 Sep 39), G.0, No, 551 (4
Nov 40) effective 15 Aug 40, placed on &otive service the lst Canade
fan Armoured Brigade, Canadian Armoured Corps, C.A.S,F,, including
these two units and gertein othors, - 8.0, No, 364 of the same date
authorized the formation of the Canadian Armoured Corps Training
Centre at CAMP BORDEN, '
8, At the time of the formation of 1 Cdn Army Tank Bde, G,0. No,
78 (25 Mar 41) euthorized the conversion of the Ontario Regt and '
the Three Rivers Regt from Ammoured Regiments to Army Tenlk Battale
ions, (It may be noted that a subsequent oﬁo&, G0y No, B8, B Ihy"
41, converted the two units from Arumy Tank Battalions to Armowred
Regiments otfutiﬂ 23 Noy 40y) The dui@ntion of the Ontar'io,'
Three Rivers and Calgary Regiments as thn llth. 12th, and l4th Army .
Tank Battalions respectively was notified in G,0, No, 79 (av Mar 41),
6 The formation had thus had considerable training mevim to
ita arrival in this gountry, though musch less lnlthe cagse of the
Oalgary Regh than in those of the othér two batsalions, Noedless
to say, Ihawam, this treining was nuch hngu-od by lack of equipe
unent, Tank produstior in Cantda began only in May-iune 1941, and
before this there were aveiladls in the Dominion for tninhg only
the sixteen light tnnkl raoa!.vad fron mum before the ou’ﬁw of
war, the large omi@nﬂt of obsolﬂt American light tanks regeived
in the swmer of 1940, &nd Gne Inifantry tamk Mk, Iil {"Valemtine®) |
mtrrmwmmootmnthmbmmsorMW

dugtion of thia type. WMMWWlumM.




but cnly within narvow linitsj an officer of the Ontario Regiment
told me that they were subjest to constant breakdowns, and that if
nmitt@nnmummﬁuumwﬁmmm_
Mmmmlmwm.l ] Bk

74 mmmtummhm.mamm» |
11ized mmmmmm CM) only shortly before
embariations The object of mbstitutins this unit for the t_qm 5
whioh had trained with the brisade up to that time was, I mathor,
to give romuantam in m romtim te she ?hriﬂm Provinoes,
The men of the Headquarters ﬂqm"lin been sert to a Sritish
Training Regiment for a course o £it them for their duties,

PRESENT OIRCUMSTANCES OF THE BRIGADE

8. Irmod lately upon ummum 1 0dn Army Tenk Bde Md"
tothotontodmenwmmvmmm, Salisbury Plain, which

+ now ocouples, ‘This m_m complete by the night of 2«85 Jul,
After the process ormking mm oomiplete and the men had had
thoir diemberkation leave, brigede training begen on 14 Jul, |
9, . The brigade ocoupies camouflsged tents in a lofty open altue 3
atlon, which Nowever arfords olmnpaoftﬂutosmumm
The camp govers o considerable ersa; I gathered that, apert from
lack of bathing facilities, ete,, the personnel wore not Mﬁ- |
cbley dut they were somevhat anprehensive. 'nh respect to ﬂa m
bility of heavy rains, -
10, Immediataly upon arrival the brigade was sble to draw equipe
ment on A reayectable training seale, The General Report for Cdn -
Gorps for the week onding 19 Jul 41 notes $hat it had reooived nines -

teen infantry tanks, two oruim tanks, eig‘htm carriers and m 3
seout carg, On the day of =y visit (33 7wl 41) the brisedes had, I =
was tcld, a tobal of eizhtesn "I" tanks iark II A, ("Natildas"),
four "I* tanks Mark IV ("Ohurehills®) (with snother tempoverily
immoveble on & flatecar at LAVINOTON station), and two crulsews, el




viouz Report Mo, M.mmm&mnm 3nmk1yeanm1

Stuly of the file of Gemersl Reports indicetes that a total of 58
morautmhaabmmouvﬂbyth.brwaamwm |
inodwding 9 Aug,

11, mmmmmmmoumm. mM '
mr«mmmmsmdm.moMW-
ing faveursbly with exoeptien of mumnery training which has beem
dola:rodhymgkormiﬂm' ktthothtnotwvun,m_
Worthington was Yery Szxious 3o obtain dumiy guns &nd dumy rounds
for prectice PUIpOSes,

T meomuzmtmﬂmmmu,mmmxu(
hes reeeamhm:aoopmthg !.nﬂme Guard exoreises (ar.wpu-

Report of Cdn Corpsls Blla?mnimiedwtmmm&m
the fiomo Cusrd et LAVINGTGN, with twe troops of tanks sttacking the
"noriceter defenses" .or the village (Geneyal Report for week ending

2 Aug 41), | | g

a8 mmsmummmmcumammmtmx
role in ‘bhe wn.mmn STRIK NG FORCE, on & basis of two mobil. blﬁi-
alions partly armoured end eme battalion not mobile for the loul
defonios of she brigadets camp, Oaptain R,W, MONOEL (R.0.Ry) (a.a.o. "I
8, I,% X Cdn Amy Tank Bde) told me that 11 Army T: Bn would probabe |
1y have tho looal defange role, s hattalion is equim with the ,\
new "Churchill" tank. ;. ' o e nord G R bbb |
sperinentel stage; the others have the eltler '!ht-ild.s'

14, oammmmtmmommtm
stences has relations with three highsr formationsy it is wnder "' J
Canedian Corps for administration and minus.mmnh
ummtwtwwmtimlmh,mnm”&mmmﬁ ,
Aroa for sertain matters of looal adninistrasion, i
15, The Srignde has not M baen I.um with the A0V, tmd
oomuand vehlele) provided for hﬂmbl.ﬁ. 4in the sstablishment ara«'
ary tank brigadej it has bdeen umuaaelmmmmmm

in lieu,




| SOME NOTES O TAVK TYPRS o208 S
m mmnmmmt*mmvlnthmohnm -
Avny Tank Bn is bhaing squipped. 15, 88 .s...cd ahove, a Liand-pew tm.
The battelion's work with it is in the neturs of experimentation and
trhltwmtukuwllummmmm. mam
sentative of the menufactumers mm.u. MOTORS LTD, ) 4s mmt at
theBrignda'acmtonmmmpunmmm*sm. _ eat
17, Tais tenk is ruch larzer and heivier then the earlier Brltiﬂl

| infantry tenk types, its weizht being rather move then 50 toms, Brite

1' : m::mmmt..itishmmy m:mwmdeﬂ'@aﬁ for

close support will oarry a S-inch howitszer mounted in the fyont of

the hull as well as & 2-vounder and & Bese maghine-gun in the 'a\u.-“t;

while the normal type will ow a seoond Hesa instead or the howitz-

er, The Olurebili is also very heavily symowred, fomml tilckness
being 70 millimetyes, while in the small area of reinforconent about
the pune~port in front of the hul:_iﬁ is twlce this, The intarw is

roouy, and the tank has a orew of Tive men (one more than an:r of its s

predecossoras), In spite of thés z‘ao!a. the Way O0ffice does not'prom"'

to dincroase the m oatahliamuant of Britiah un.tta aqmmwd with thil "
sank; it i, guplained thet the exi.ntins war ‘oetabllchient for an avny

tapk battalion provides for a lerge nusber of gparo clr!.wz‘s. i

16, - Opinion on-fhe merits of the “Ohwrenrill® had not yet had time

to oryat.allizo in tHe ?riauda, and .'m Taot there had as yet been n

opportunity to fost 1t Milly, - Various difficulties, Nowover, had -

already arisen, and it appeared to be & general opiniom that "a M

mj bugs would hiive t0 Ue got out" hefore the tank was conpletely

satisfestory: This seems fairly mml with 80 now a mhino.

Captddn A.Gy SANGETER, formerly acting Camp Commmndent, Ovilislsy -

and now holding & technical linison appointment wish the Brigdo,. 5
showod me the tank and was particularly enthusiastio about its cngm.
This high opinion is confirmed by Hajor ¥,F, FULTOE (T,L.Ds (Sigse )y
Col . (s ) who sew gcmething of the engine during devélopin_t,_ |
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29, I the oourse of conversation at WRST LAVINGTON, B!':Iaﬁiw
WORTINOTON nade soms peneral Ws on Yant types, Nritish Infane
try tenk types, he sau. presented the rather surlous spsotagle of
;memmmm. mmwmnmmm

devolomant mmummm« mwmmmmn

the Mark IIIX tmsw) umnurrmt Trom the Mark II A,
("Waltzing Matild44"), and the Mark IV {"Churohill®) is quite differ-
ent again, (It mey be remsrked in passine that the appellation
"Ohwrollll" for the Mark IV « annowngod in The Times of 21 Jul 4 -
had swrprisod the offisurs of the Brl.suﬂa; thw had understood that
?mmmwu'ﬂmﬁ.) The "Valontine? 18 sonsidured to be
superior to the "iatilda™ in that 1% presents less of & veintenance
problen; 1,04, it 18 less mam to MM when covoring con=
alderable azm«. ; '1'11! “lht&;dq', howevar, s considered a _nood
20, The Iirimdlﬂ mﬁ«d !‘m that Britm and American mo-
tice du‘rarod in that Bﬂtm dutsnm tmod. to give first m-u.
eration to the fishting equipnent and dbuilt the tenk arownd 1%y _ j
yhoreas Anorlsan daaignm mmm on mduoug a rugged m
sountry vehiole and | ting equipmen
tively orude, Brwm wmngtm proferred the amioan Mml
for, ho sald, if was @ comperatively sinple matéer to adapt end fme
mm_rmemommtummumm._m mmmtn ;
_bas asked tho Master-Gemeral of the Ordnance (Mr, VICTOR SIFTON), whe
had been with him om the day of our visi, to send him ss Soon &8
~ possible ons of the Gansdlan oruiser tanks now being produced in
Montreals, These tanks eubody Origedier Vorthipgton's meml.u u
Juet afsorrlnd; for the earrlage, tracks and engine of the Omdhl

MummumWHMmm,mmmw
tmtmo:mmam.mwmﬂmutuaa—m
mthotm.uoonm'lthmMmMmﬂ _
maommmmmumwm. (The delivery of




the first Canadian oruiser by the HONTREAL LOCONOTIVE WORKS on

50 fun 41 is deserived i The Gsétte (Montreal), 1 Jul 41, where
gsome particulars o:('that-anl'. are e.!.m mmoofthaao DET-
tioulays, or pcrhap- a.t othm iu ‘Gther nmpm, oomianod
qmti.mhy the War orrm. a:kl an mhmsa of oables detween
LOEDOR and OTTAWA, ) =y _

21,  In prepering this repert I have hsd the bexfit of assistance
frou Lte=Gol, (40, SKITH, Cenadian Armoured Corps, wao 1s Teshniscal
Lialson Officer (AF.Ve) at O M A My visit to W2SDT LAVINGTON
on 25 Jul wus mede in eompany with Lt.~Cal, Suith, who was making
his regwlar weekly visitj and he has kindly answered a nuber of
queations on speeiel points,

Ca-8.

{GyPiStacey) Major,




