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1 . This report coo9le t0s the definitive narra tive of 
operations undertaken by 1 Cdn Inf Div and 1 Cdn ~rmd Bdc in 
1943 . It is a dir0ct s'uccessor to R~oort Wo . 161 of Hi ~tori-
cal Section (G .S . ) , Department of National Dofenco , which 
deals with operations up to the "capture of Campobasso, the 
subsequent advPnce beyond the Biferno River , and the Carovilli 
deception scheme of 13 Corps on the u~,er Sangro . The follo­
wing account, C()verlng Canadian participation in the Eighth 
Army ' s winter offansive vrhich "ro.s abandoned at the end of the 
year , includes the crossing of the Moro River , th0 struggle 
for the 3era~di cross - roads and the street.fighting in Ortona. 
I.t ends 1~ri th the ad vanco to the Rice io gully and Point 59 
which fell on 4 Jan 44 . From then on the front on the Adriat­
ic sector becq,me stabilized until tho follo,.,ing JY!ay . · The 
fighting_during December 1943 is treated in preliminary form 

. in Report No . 129 . The narr~tive is based on available 
sources ; the War Diarias of tho formations and uni ts, both 
British and Canadian; tho memoranda of interviews obtained 
by the Historical Officer , l Cdn Inf Div; accounts prepared 
by formation and unit commanders for ~raining_purpos0s; opera­
tion logs ; and tho mass of infor:nation avn.ilablv in c . ;.: , :! .Q . 
ar.d Historical Section Files . Some of th.; original War 
Diaries for the period were destroy~d by en~~y action and 
their substitutes lack appendices :7hich might ot>i.or, .. iso have 
been a vo.1 lable . 

REVIE'.'l OF THE SITUAT:i: CN ON THE \DRIATIC ?RONT , 

NOVE!11BER 1943 

2 . l Cdn Inf Div, on 25 Nov 43, received notice that it 
was to r"}lieve 78 Div in the Sangro bridgehead qnd for future 
operations .. ,ould form a part of 5 {Brit) Corps under the com­
mand of Lt- Gen C .W. Allfrey (1J .D . , G . S ., H.Q . l Cdn Inf Div, . 
25 Nov 43) . The fighting during Dec~mber was to take place 
in an area quite different in t~rra~n and cliflatQ from the 
Central Apennines , and was to be tho fiercest yet encountered 
by Canadians in Italy . 

3 , "ENCRO .. \CH" vras th ~ code nooie p.iven to the operation 
which Gonoral Montgomery termed 11 a colosso.1 era.ck. " This 
no\•• offensi vc by Eighth .t1.rmy in the .i.driatic sector begun . 
during th~ la.st week of November, ~as designad to assist Fifth 
Army in its advance on Rome . The relief of' 78 Div by l Cdn 
Inf Div did not begin until midnight of 1/2 Dec , by which time 
the first phases had been completed. ('::.D ., G .S., Main H .Q. 
Eighth Army , 1 Dec 43) . The oxchA.ngc of di visions moant 
that l Cdn Inf Div was taking the pl~ce of 78 Div in operation 
"ENCRo:~cHu . Somo oxe.mina. ti on of the planninB and initial 
progress . therefore, broadens the picture of Can~dian activity 
and tho conditions as a consequence of which the Allied advance 
during December v•as retarded, 
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4 . Ever since the days Y'hcn Roman logond V'ashod tho 
cradle of Romulus and Remus along tho Tiber to tho foot of 
thQ Palo.tine , the inha.bito.nts of the Italian Peninsula have 
submitted to the po"rer and influence of the mere ilcss range 
of mountains which separates the e~st coast from the west ~ 

Legions of the old Empira struck beyond this unpopulated 
wilderness to more productive lands , scholars of tllt3 pre­
Ronaissance days were forced to tro.mp over these ranges 
before crossing the Adriatic to drae back from oblivion the 
culturo of earlier eras , and even in modern times the life 
of the Adria.tic Coastland ha.s boon :r-icp"'.ratod from that of 
versan te Tirennox by this mo.s si vo bulwark . In the i:;;,.vonticth 
Century the Apennines w0r!3 no less important in shaping the 
dcvolopment of the Allied campaign. If tho drive up the 
Peninsula was held up by the enemy dofending Rome on the 
Tyrrhenian n slope'' , th~ only al terns. ti ve v!ould bo a thrust 

r· · ·Up the Adriatic "slope" . 

.. 

' . ' 

5 . The Adriatic Coastland , tho: narrO\" corridor between 
tho Apennines and the sea , is loosely roferrod to o.e the 
coastal plain, though, in f~ct , it is a rem~rkably uniform 
band of low, flat - topped hills dissected by numerous parallol 
r i vers which emerge from the dcap canyons of the Apennines 
to flovr north-eastwards to the Adriatic at right angles t C' 
the coast . The younger 'Pliocene rock of the coastal strip 
has bo~n eo.sily eroded by those rivers , rusulting in the 
formation of a series of steep.ridgos and do~p gorges, typi ­
cal examples being the Trigno , Biferno , ; Sangro , Moro, Arie l li 
and Poscaro. valleys a Between tho rivers , remnants of tho 
plateau spring abruptly from f:. narrow strip of beach; then 
rise gradunlly inland for some 20 miles ._before meeting the 
shoor barrier of the Apennines.. Most of th.!: settlement of 
the Adriatic has been atop these platoau remnants where the 
towns could be less vulner~ble to malarial epidemics, free 
from the threat of landslips , 11nd ,,,ell defended against 
piratical raids from the sea . Such t 01Mns n.ro S . Vi t " 
Chiotino and Ortona. In recent times , with the building 
of tho railway along the coast, sm'il lor settlements have 
grown up on the benches , most of them retaining tho name of 
tho parent town on the pla tcau o.bovc, but adding tho word 
Marina in ord:r to distinguish tho t1:Yo. (Na val Intelligence 

. Division Geographical H3ndbook, Itnly, Vol I , pp 136- 141 and 
Vol II , pp 607-611 ct passim) 

6 . At several points along the coast, particularly at 
the mout h of th-a Sangro, clluvial pl~ins have boon formed·· 
inland from th0 river mouths, by largo depo.s i ta washed down 
from the mQUntains . This const~nt silting has made the 
ports of the Adriatio , with the exception of Ancona , unnavi­
gable by anything other than small frshing vessols . Many 
of the trans -Apennine routes into. the vrild and mountainous 
country begin from the coastal towns , and run along the t r o.na ­
vorse valleys . Bet ween the mouth of the Sa.ngro Ri vor and 
Poscara there are throe such roads; one from s . Vito 
through Lanciano and Castelfrentuno , which swings south 
around the Maiolla ; one from Ortona through Orsogna t o 
Guardiagrele which turns north at Maiello.; while tho third 
from ?oscara. , is the chief t:r>o.ns -Aponnine fiighvray to Rome . 

• .. . I 

x Tyrrhenian slope . The It~lians refer to the west nnd 
east sides of Italy as the Tyrrhenian 11 slopoll and 
Adria tic 11 slope" ( i . o . Versante Tironno c.nd Vers3.nte 
Adrio.tico) taking as the upex tn3 high penks of the 
Apennines . 



- 3 -

Tho moJn coastal r·oa.d, which links thc:Jo lat0ro.l routes , 
crosses the Sg_ngro t,,·o 'lnd ::t half miles inlnnd , <J.nd passes 
through Fossa.cesio., Roe en S. Giovnn.111; S. Vi to, S. Leonardo , 
Ortonn. , Francs.villa and Poscara . Similarly , a socondnry 
ro'.ld · odBos lllong the base of tho i\penninos , linking the 
latcrnl routes farther inland . These roads in ascending 
from ri vor to ·pla too.u take JD ss difficult gradients b~ck "\nd 
forth parn.llel •nith the feature . From throe to six miles 
inland there are numerous h~mlots and v~llagcs , and it is 
only at the baso of the Apennines that large tpv·ns like 
Chicti and Penno arc found . The highest mountains in tho 
wh0lc Apennino range, Il Grnn Sasso {9560 feet) and Mn.iella 
( 9165 feet) , tO'",_Jr over the southern half ·or- th:: c oo.s ta.l 
strip . (Ibid) 

7 . '.1/h.en Eighth Army arri vcd '1 t tho line of tho Sangro 
River it ~s.s :J.dvancing on e. t1{ro:-corps front •o;ri th 5 Corps on 
the coast ~nd 13 Corps. directed tc:.,o.rds tho head,.,atcrs of 
the r:\. ver in tho high mountains around Ca.s tel di Sangro . 
For som3 time tho enemy h::ld b0~n preparing positions north 
of the S9.ngro , ·and 'by t;he bpginning of November ha.d suffi­
cient confidence in these ct.efe:nces to designate them as 
his Winter Linc. Uo less confident w'ls he of the ability 
of those formations. opposl te Fif,.:;:1 Army to oxploi t tho 
flooded Gariglianox . Tho capture cf Rome had become the 
ob jec ti ve of 15 Army Group in I tc.ly. V!i th the increased 
opµos i ti on against Fifth Arrr.y, it fell to General Montgom'":ry 
to direct operations most likely to rosult · in a reduction 
of resist~nce against General Cl~rk's forces. · This task 
woi.lld involve bruaching the Wintor Lili.a . and positioning 
Eighth Army suffici~ntly f':.r to th0 North to jeop~rdizc the 
enemy formations defending Romo. (Fie ld !!iarshe.l MontgomDry, 
El Alamc1n to the Rivttr Sn~"._£, . PP 1·19-150) 

8 . The Eighth Army Comrno.ndor found throe possible methods 
for launching an offensive against tho s~ngro: an attack on 
tho le ft flank up the two roads load i11P.; north to Popoli and 
A vezza.no on the Romc - Pesco.ra Hi fP'"O.Y; r4n °. ttack in the 
c;ntrnl sector 0.3tride the roads fror.i Atcssn to Casali and 
Castelfrcntano; or n thl,us t along ~he coastal axis t11r-ough 
Fossacesia to Lnnciano and s. Vito, tlicnce northwards to 
Pescarn r.ind Chioti . In hi~~ selection of tho coast;al axis , 
General 1 •• ontgomury appreciated that nn .a.ttc.ck on the left 
flank 'VOUld be faced with enormous difficul,ties in tho high 
mountains v•here soon roads ··1oulc'\ be blocked ·.,i th snow; al­
though one divi3ion could ad':£lnce along cnch of the roads, 
thE; lack of lateral communications ~··ou'ld prevent mutual 
support; henvy cloud '"'nd m1,st v1ould reduce the effect of 
tho .'.lvailable air power., The second nl tcrnati vo vras elimi-
nated because of the poor commn.nica.tions south of tho River 
at Atossa , although on th~ far b~nk an assault ~ould give 
quick access to the lateral road to S . Vito . (Ibid, pp 
141- 143) ~ 

9 . The choice, therefore,. ~1as to s-+;r•lke ir.·i th 5 Corps on 
the coastal axis . 2 N.Z. Div \"as brou~ht up on the left 
of 5 Corps to mount an att'.'1.ck no1·th of i.tessa v·ith tho 
intcnt1.on, if operntions wcl'o f2voura.'ole, of thrusting to 
the \iiWit of Chio ti Pnd thus being in n -oosi tion to turn w0st 
towards Popoli and Avo:.zano~ The ultimr.l.te objectivu of 
5 Copps '"OUld be to establish a brijgehead across the: 
Pescara River . Orders 3ubnequcn tly issu0d , .. ere based on 
achi o ving supr l3e A.nd de cc i ving th0 enemy as to the soc tor 
in 1"hich the mni n thrust t·rotud develop. 13 Corps vras ordor~d 

x See Maps "A 11 nnd 11 3°. 
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to operate strongly towards Castel di Sangro and AlfedenaH, 
while 5 Corps closed up to the River and prepared' for the 
att~ck, (~bid) 

10. As outlined in Report No.161 of Historical Section 
(G. S . ) , Department of National Defence, continual rain 
prevented this offensive from being launched until 26 Nov. 
The first operation order was issued from 5 Corps Headquarters 
on 16 Nov . Formations under command 5 Corps wer·e: 78 Div, 
with under command 4 (Brit) Armd Bde; 8 Inf Div; and 1 Cdn 
Army Tk Bde (r; .D., H.Q. 1 Cdn ,\rmy Tk Bde, December 1943: 
Appx 47 , 5 Corps o.o. No . 3, 16 Nov 43). The intention 
was: 

5 Corps will capture the enemy positions from 
both incl Fossacesia (3904) to Santa Maria and 
will advance to F. Pescara on the axis Ortona -
Francavilla - Pescara (1728) . 

11 . At the mouth of the Sangro, the silty plain stretches 
a mile to the North before it is broken by a high escarpment . 
As a preliminary phase to the opera ti on, 78 Div V1as , by pat­
rolli~, to keep this plain clear of enemy, and by the night 
of D-2/D-l secure the start line on the escarpment: on D-1 
it was to lie-up and be prepr:trod during the night of D-1/D 
t o prevent ene·my interference with the i'orrning up for the 
main attack (Ibid) . Two security precautions i:rere taken 
during the prelrminary stage ; 8 Ind Div, which had moved 
from the u,par So.ngro , was to lie-up south of the river and 
to reconnoitre vTith Brittsh personnel only; and the ful l 
effort of air and artillery bombardment was not scheduled 
to begin beforo D-1 since an earlier start might give the 
enemy an opportunity of moving his reserves in time to oppose 
the assault {Ibid). 

12 • The attack vras broken into three phases : 

Phase I. 8 Ind Div was (a) to capture the Li 
Colli feature to tho West of the coast road, and afterwards 
clear the area of s. Maria and Mozzagrogna~ two hamlets 
on the south- vrest edge of the feature; (bJ establish 
a firm base in the area of S . Maria, and advance v•i th 
one brigade group to the road junction south of Lancia.no , 
and be prepared to operate either north or south a.a 
order ed . 

Phase II . 4 Armd Bde (less one tank regiment) 
supported by one inrantry brigade of 78 Div was to 
follow up the attack in Phase I and carry out a tank 
attack in an easterly direction on the axis of the 
roads. Maria-Fossacesia , destroying all enemy be­
tween them and. the sea . The a tta~k was to be put 
in with tho minimum of delay whether or not 8 Ind 
Div had secured all its objectives . 

Phase III. After resistance at Fossa.cesia had 
been broken, 78 Div, with under command 1 Cd.n Army 
Tk Bde (less one r egiment), was to advance on · the 
coast ax1s to th$ Peaoa.ra River. 8 Irxl D1v waa to 
rematn in tha area tano1&no-s. M&r!a ~hile 78 D1~ 
moved. forward, th~s providing flank protection tor 
the Sangro crossings. When the l ateral road from 

x These oper~tions by 13 Corps involved 1 Cdn Inf Div, and 
became known as the Caroville deception schema. See 
Report No. 161 of Historical Section (G .S .), Department 
of National Defence, 
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Ortona had been reached it ws.s thought that it would 
be possi1::>le to advanco on a t\'.'O-division front. 
(~) ~ 

13. In the opening s to.gos a.11 artillery wRs to be under 
cor.unand C .C .R • .A ., 5 Corps, who would ensure that only sue~ 
guns as \"Ould indicate thG presence of 78 Div "'Ould fire 
b0fore zero . The task most difficult to fulfil foll to 
the "Chief Engineer , 5 Corps , who by tho night of D- 1/D had 
to provide two crossings over the Sangro for '.'.'heeled vehi­
cles , t v10 for tanks , and one for carriers , all of vi1hich 
\'!ere to be botvreen the coast road a.nd a point one mile 
farther upstream . In o.ddition, two o.11 - weathor crossings 
on tho sites of the demolished bridges v10re to be con­
structed as soon after the ~ttack as possible . (Ibid) 

14 . · Tv.ro cruisers and four destroyers of tha Roy'J.l Navy 
woro to bo available for bombardment1 tasks as requested 
by 78 Div during tho adv~nce to Fossacosia and up the coastc 
On the night of D/D plus 1, a feint landing at Pescara v.·as 
planned to tie do~.··n local enemy reserves until the afternoon 
of D plus 1 . Arrangoents ·were mado for maximum air suppo ... "t 
on D- 1 and D.* 2 N. Z . Div was to operate north- west ac~os~ 
the Sangro on the le ft of 5 Corps . (Ibid) 

15 . Before the battle the Sangro River line in this 
sector was heid by 16 Pz Div and 65 Inf Div . The history 
of 16 Pz Div was a sorrowful one . Annihilu ted at Stalingrad, 
it V!as rGconsti tuted , and first appenred on the talian 
front as the backbone of the counter attacks at Salerno in 
September, but after severe engagements vras -placed in a: 
reserve position opposite Fifth Army . · This rest wa.s short, 
and fol) 01rring the successful .Allied landings at Termoli on 
3 Oct it was rushed over to the /d.ria tic with orders to 
r0takc the to11m . Instead , it had been pushed back in heav:r 
fighting a.cross the Trigno to the Sangro a.nd did not with­
dr aw across tho latter until 19 Nov when it 111as finally 
thrown out of a sma.11·br)dgehead a.round Perano . (W.D ., 
H.Q. 1 Cdn Army Tk Bde (i December 1943: Appx 47, 5 Corps Int 
Summary No . 222 , Appx 1,\ 11 ) . In its battle- weary sta.te the 
exact function of 16 Pz Div in the Vlintor Linc wa.s a. mat tor 
of conjecture , but it upp0ar od that for a while at least 
this division vrould have to fill the gap between 65 Inf Div 
on tho coast and 1 Para Div in the mountains . (Ibid) 

16 . The merits of 65 Inf Div were doubtful . Never 
having been committed to battle, and equipped with old 
\1oapons i:tnd , like all German infantry di vis ions , , . .:i th horse­
dra~nn vehicles , the task of blocking the corridor along the 
Adriatic was a difficult first performance . This division, 
formed in the SUmpler of 1942 , drovr its personnel from three 
categories; nineteen year olds , over thirty- fives and Po2es 
and Jugo- Slavs from the· incorporated areas of Upper Silesia 
and Lower Styria . In early Oc tobor 1943 , it mas brought 
south to dig and occupy tho positions in the eastern extremity 
of th~ Sangro Line , and it was hero that 78 Div found it 1Pi th 
16 Pz Div the sole defenders of the Winter Line . I n the 
first three days of contact eight deserters showed that the 
Division's morale was not at its bost for such an underts.king 
(Ibid), despite an Order of tho DaylfE'issuod on 6 Nov by the 

!l D- Day and zero hour for Phase I were to be noti.fied later . 
From pencilled annotations on the operation order '"!hich 
is included in an appendix to the War Diary of H.Q . l Cdn 
Army Tk Bde , it would appear that D-Day was to be 21 nov, 

xx Translated from a captured document . 
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Divisional Commander , General-Major von Ziclborg . 

Very soon the Di vision v;ill make contact for 
the first time , .. ith the ener.w .. the Anglo- ­
A~erican adversary who v1lshe~ to deny to 
Germany her living space in Europe. The 
Division is facing its first test. We 
possess all the requirom~nts for the fUl ­
filmcnt of our task . To hold on to the 
positions entr usted to us~ For:. 

(1) Cur position is naturo.lly very strong 
end rendered considerably stronger by.our 
numerous and excellent defonsi ve works,, 

. 
(2) We have perfected our training during 

.. 

the l aax few months and are masters of the 
· weapons entrusted to us, we kno1" the capa­
bilities of the other i•reapons in the Di vision, 
and i•re have confidence in one a.nether . 

(3) We have in our ranks numerous officers 
. a-id other ranks who l'ia ve b~on tested in the 
most vqried theatres of war. To all those 
t"ho ''Till no, .. be hearing tho ·~·histJo of enemy 
bullets for the first time they ~ill be an 
example in the battle, an example which the 
others will strive to follow. 

( 4) 'Ne are a great community of warrio1~s. 
We are inspired by th~t fighting spirit , 
that readiness for battle, that belief in 
victory which makes us su~crior to all our 
opponents . 

Thus we are well eq.i ipped to carry out all the 
tasks that confront us . Vic bo.lieve in ourselves . 
We believe in our just fight under the leadership 
of the Fuhrer . We believo in tha future of our 
Fatherland . God will be ~ith us. 

( 1:1 .D., ·H.Q. 1 Cdn L\rmy Tk Bde , 
December 1943 : ~ppx 47 , 5 Corps 
Int Summary No . 238, 30 Nov 43} 

17 . The positions occupied by 65 Inf Div consisted of 
well dug trenches lying to tho South of t~e Fossacesia­
Lanciano road, with outposts on the oscarprrent overlooking 
the Sangro pl ~in. These outposts and trenches , •:10ven into 
a pattern of minefielc.s, extended northwards .in consider able 
depth . In these constructions tho Germans had ta.ken 
advantage of the steep gorg_Gs b~~ building dug-outs on 
reverse slopes. Von Ziel berg in a d:l ::."'oc ti vo covering the 
building of the defences said : 

Dugout entrances on steep reverse slop~r aro 
di f ficult to get at 1~rith gunf'i:t:>e . Enemy 
planes , ho1•1ever, attacking frora the rear, 
are capable of dropping bombs at the entrances . 
How accurately they bomb is, I trust , alren..dy 
known to every soldier of the Di vision. 
Consequently these entronces .' ,.,h.' ch might be 
thought secure from attack, must not be too 
large , and the tunnel leading to "the living 
quarters should change direction not far from 
the entrance . 

( W .D., H .Q.. 1 Cdn Arr.r~r Tk L3de , 
Dcce l.l' bcr 194:3: App~: 47 , 5 Corps 
Int Sumr.nry NQ. 238 30 !\ov 43 
and No. ~87, 19 Nov 43; 1 Cdn Army 
Tk Bde Int Sum.rns:ry Ho~40, 3 Nov 13) 
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18 . The artillery support to these defences was ma.de up 
of tvro field batteries, ono medium ba.ttory , and one be.ttory 
of self- propelled and one heavy troop of 17- cm guns . (~ .D ., 
H .Q . 1 Cdn .rmy Tk 3do , November 1943: ,\ppx 37 , 5 Corps 0 . 0 . 
No . 3 , 16 Nov 43 ) . 65 Inf Div had committed both its regi- · 
ments by allotting the e.roa from tho sea to Lancia.no to 145 
Inf Regt and from Lanciano to the West to 146 Inf Regt . 
This disposition meant one infantry regiment opposing 5 Cor ps . 
I II Bn 145 ·Inf Rcgt hel d f r om tho sea t o excluding S . Maria, 
I I Bn from S . iviar ie. to Lanciano , and I Bn in reserve at 
S . Vito . (Ibid) 

· 19 . ;.s 65 Inf Div lengthened its lino beyond Cnste l f r entano 
it became more apparent that the fU.ture of 16 Pz Div would be 
to act as a mobile reserve ~ith t wo battalions of infantr y 
and ten t o fifteen tanks, and from a positi on north of 
Lancia.no could be thrown into the bn.ttl e vrithin twelve hours 
(Ibid ) . Such a force appeared light to withstand tho weight 
o~Corps concentrated on the south bank . But even in 
normal circunstances exploitation of a breakthrough vrould be 
hampered by the scarcity of roads and the consequent bottle­
necki ng of tra ffic . Circumstances at this time of year, 
however , ryore not normal or fa.vourable to an advancing army, 
and the launching of the operation v:as delayed until 26 Nov ... 

20 . Because of this deterioration in the vmather , the 
Army Corm"!ander found it necessary to nodify tho scope of 
his pl an . 11 • •• it did not soem feasible to launch a. major 
br eak- t hrough operation which ,.,ould carry us straight t o 
the Pescar a Line • 11 (Montgonery , op £..!!., p . 144 ) . VJhLii.e 
the r epl anning was takin"; place , 5--c"orps was ordered to 
s t r engt hen its positions on thu river plain. By 22 Nov 
fi ve inf antry battalions of 78 Div had established a firm 
br idgehead a.stride the coast road ,, •·•hile Engineers struggled 
to br i dge tho flooded river (':1.D . , G.S ., Main H.Q. Eighth 
Ar my , 22 Nov 43) . 1~t the so.mo time i t was impossible for 
Tactical Air Force to begin a heavy bombing programme . 
Fr om 15 t o 21 Nov most of the bomber and fighter - bomber 
missions pl anned had co be cancelled , and several of those 
attempted proved abortive . (Hist Sec file I t aly : 1943/R~F/ 
S/F, ..:~ir Operations in Ital y 1943) 

21 . The new plan, issued by H.Q . 5 Corps on 23 Nov con-
t ained a modificat ion of the intention and a more fL1 xi bl e 
method , capable pf a.djus tment to changing v1e:tther conditions., 

I n tention : 5 Corps will destroy the enemy on 
the high ground both incl Fossacesia and s . 
Maria , and secure tha general line crossing 
4008 - crossing 3607 , rd junc 3202~ exploiting 
the crossing over R . I.fore at 3311 . 

(W .D., H.Q. 1 Cdn ~rmy Tk Bdo , 
November 1943 : Appx 08, 5 Gorps 
o.o. No . 4 , 23 Nov 43) 

22 . This attack was to be n'.lde in t•"o phases from a ssembly 
areas on the nor th bank . Tho boundar y bet~een 78 Div and 
8 Ind Div v;'.ls the streax:i running through tho "'Oods which lay 
to tho South of the coast road ; 78 ,Div to the North- eas t of 
the str eam and 8 Ind Div to the South- '."Test . 

Phase I . 8 Ind Div , 111 i th under command 50 R. Tk R . 
t-•are : {a ) to pass through 36 Bdo during the night of 
D-1/D and capture in succession Mozzagrogna , s . Mnr i a. and 
t he high ground R . Li Colli ; (b) establish a firm base 

X - A gener al lin8 from the Lanciano crossroads along the river 
·whi ch flO"'S around the North of Rocca S . Giovanni ; exploiting 
any crossin~ over Mor o River in the vicinity of the bridge 
lea.ding to o . L: onar.10 . 
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1• ith a orlgad0 zrcup in the c"':'oc:i. o!' S. Mar1 c"".; 
(c) o.dyan~e \7:..~~:-: · one b~it;adc group to the ::>oe.C. 
jun..:tio:.1. be.fer(' L"c.i~":te~r:.'- m.1.d b e pro}:-a:--Jd ·.;o o~e-Y·ate 

i'r.o!:t there o:i.tr"~:: ·1:c:. .. th ()l"' sout:1 o::: O:L'dered,, 'l:':iE; 
st~h."'t line °;V/3.L' !, 0 ~fa O!l t:1e la tera: 1~:•p·~ir r:.0.1."-::h Of 
the i..'ivor e.b·ou~- a m~l& sci.i.tL -west of the co:wt ro.'.ld~ 

Fh.~c_e I:);~ ~ s.r..Jld !3de , 10ss c:ie t3.11k :;."egi11.~n t, 
o.nd su9p01·G(·,d Ly on"' infa::J.try 'IJr::.c;t?.C.:e of 78 D:·.1, 'll;as 
to ~'"'ollo·v up Ph ·'ee I,. • by c.:i:'.1."y~.nr; 0·1t a l;an!::: a~tc::',. 

in P"l e1sterly u i:'cc:i;lon do·•m 1;::1e u.~:::.s o..r the s. !\'ia!'ia­
Fossacenia ~·oacl} c es ;;,-::>c-.1~ -r:g al: en6la1y be twee:· them and 
the :1""a.. The scart ll:1c. v: ;;.s t 1 be s0J.e~ Jed rrovision ·· 
e.lly by 78 !)iv on thu F:.12:-."' I o'..Jj0c. ~l~le o.strlc1e the 
axis 11 anU. l..tLs st :··c l~ne was to b1;;• c .:-cp"b 'i.o of: a djust ­
ment; o.s h' :;.:·es1.,:_t of P.ta ...... !., r.1.' 1 _, U0 ".:ne.::ir"'....;:"' cf 78 IJiv, 
:!.n 0 oniu:.1cd .. •1•i ",/.;.J.;h the Cvm1'1and ··'t' c:· 8 :1:nd lJ..Lv, was t o 
scJ.cct 8. p1"'cvisi0ne.l zero 1ou1_., 't"c:.., ~he Phase II at"';ac k: 
but ·-th.: s waa nu~~'~"'ct t0 r-.c.;·ustl".S"'t ·:il o.cco1"v?.ncc w~_t:1 
inf< 1r!:"ttion. f::-c;.1 t 11."' Co:m::Jn.nns::> ~r 4 :~r:nd "t(cie~ ( l"'Jld) 

23 ,.. '73 Drv '.'"::l ? t 0 €X"J~.o:lt t 110 ~.-cr.er.ni'uJ. COnC}t:.s·1..on Cf 
Ph"'Srl J T -i.,."I. I ·'-r~ 1 ·',1r Yl0""1 '.'t•.., ... , ">(l"' r,., .._.n" n'.X-l s "=>r-·cca .('\, 

._., ... a.JJt..>V _ ,.. .... _.._e--- -'"""•'"' W~1\,,.; c.,;._. • .-.\ L...:t 

Giora1mi - S, \:i.:; o - f.[c;.>r..; 0:L·o~:::in.:; ,, ·~"6 Bdo vhicr~ !'lf',d 
estab!.ishod tA~-:.d :"' .. =.:Lr.:.··ja.5.:::v:d. tha !Jr:l.::l c:-:1100.11 since 20 Nov , 
was nc ·:.; to be \··::·t~:.i'l:."'aw:r 1 v ~13 Div '..mtiJ. the ner!':lif:isi ve order 
''las g:lven frcm. 0o .. -pc- p_ .... a.dquo.rtor~.. .. 

24 , ny 23 ~fov S C nc S11CC1'S~ at b'.".'ltiglr.g "C!1 0 Sap.g:.•o had 
bec:..1 r.cr ... ic-_-oc:.., v•:ith t'::::; ~onst.1. 11ction of ~'1":'',.,) 0-~~.,ossiri.[;S 0~1 

the Cc.rps f:ro,.yt; 0 ... 1,:) o.t tJlf: (,OC. t.. t .l:Cad E .. 1C:. ouc. or:. e:'.ther 
side r.bout a i:'.iJ..o. 8.}:'':1.~t, }' .. .. .r' .J.·L ti-.•l''I. l 1. ·.1 o.s l:" .. O!JEJd l:.y D- Day 
to ha\~· u m.J.:1.n'-;01111';;).c s b::.' i •;;o 0:1 thE> · ~ · 01' tL.0 ,~_emolished 
b :::• idgo on i·ho ~ oa;: t l"'oqc' ., :·.1h; ror.r'c. 1.r-:ib·i.!.:!. t.,- 0·2 feeding 
t raffic ovc,:r t;hc. ze "1"'"1'JSi{).[:J r s·..,cc.J. ,,,~_:;h ·BC. Boa.ch Croup 
under tho c omma.nd of E Co;::-" )9 ; , •.. ~. l :;r E•. t' f i c !.' orw'..n.•<1 o:L' · 
Casalbordii".O Vll:.lS to be con·L:r~>ll~d on c. Y'l.'iO-:.'i·cy basi:;!,, ·'.:'he 
plans for urt.1.ller:; :?.nJ R. ,,--:- , :;· .. :.p;;orl ::cma:i.n11:-l u:ic~12.11ged ~ 

and the feint; land:!.ri:; at Pc·:'.)a:r>a t.J:- fro Ro~laJ. ~~!"17J was stil l 
includf:d in tho opc-::2.t~ 0i!.,, Biscauoe J_!:; v;a~· hop2d thz:~ itq 
pr0 ·rnnce on the Ad:.·ia:'-ic h!:!d not been coi·o:-:·c:.11;.:ed:- 8 ::nd !:'i v 
contiriued its ·:::tro} .. ess f'i~enco . <}Ai£ ) 

25 . ':1~1e :·ca:c l-1.er OY-1 24 "J'Tov did no;; !m;;.r•c7c . nnd i-'~ \1as 
obvious tho.t the rJ2.8r.s 'o:- t." 1Je:"&'.:;.:cr:. 1:.~r~CFWAC :11 : '3.opendod 
too mu~:i on tbc c· .':'l-.... ~:'"'"nm:1t o.~· ar:r..on·: : pc.rt .. cul-::.r:i .. ~ tc.~ 

4 A:"'md B::lc tJj_•n::.~ ~v Fc•r:Jr~c' · ;, r.... L.n;iug ·c11.k& o~ ·;ell~_cles 

into t:h' '.::>:: .. J.at;c~10::.: · .. F ~ iGp 3:5 .'.blo f'.nd th0 troope a.J.1 .. cady 
on the no:..•th ban:~ 'H':t''? ~c.i.n~ s1:ppl5;eq by !) • U .. W. Ks. , but 
ov0n t '' c sc nc·.11 c::."'oatio . ..-~ s -~er'-' :r.elp!.o'1s in '~1.c tcrrent that 
'che Sa'-0:.co ~l:::i.c beGO'TIJ ( 'd .D. , G. S . 11ni.1~ n. E .. Q. Eighth _',rmy, 

' 24 J1ov 4~) r.1 Cc:1:::0~".:.3 .. , ~ly tho oporn·i~i~r. w s.s- aga:i..n r eplanned.:. 
and 011 '~<(1 r~::>V t l10 f:lnal illSl.t' t,i,/Jt iona ':l<::i:'O ::.sm1 1~ d o Ill these 
orders tI'..3 :t.1-;.t cr.:, ··.on r0m".iDrd ~~ho 110.·1"C . Lrt bh.:; IOOthod made 
al1c·:1a •. 00q , O:. ' ·::.:-.i.· e::-:p."'.!":.S~ o·~ .. ::;o!; ·:n i:.~ 1.1.ch tne; -:··n'.cs woul,.;._ 
ha\·c ·~o r..:' .. ~···ato .. 

11 i,,,·'-h·-'1 • 0,.,·-rC" t0 · ·o t:'-r.r '·h o J~I•'"' f•,, .. , li::;u,r1,.1.~ 0 .. 11_~,'l:.T ll rio 11 ··'·•· • 1, L L0 .. h f. •'!~ :.. • • -....... ,,. - • .. - l ... 

c.s ~~:l6<•:Jn ·: ..... 5 Cc ·)!.'!:i t)!Jerf Gl('i: l..~rC.J:."' iTo .. ? ."'" 'lf 
hnd .;0 ·1c.· ~.~.t0r•,"'.'d~ 

'. •i .. j) o : I- • Q •.. ~- C ~h~ A1·'rr.J "'' ... 
!-ov-r:=l0C>r : .. -::.i:.z: .Avp: :. ,:;<) , [=-

·' · 0 .. ~ro .. 5, 24: !fov 43) 

::!e. , 
c orrs 

26. T-"lc att&.cl:: w<~-o:: .:c•.7 t) to.!:o pl.i::-.c"' 
•· • th a c· · · · 1 • ' t ~1 ... ·• ,.. " · .. :. .V".!. ll ;).:cc ·i:-:.1.VO '111.. ::'.. '-..:.1·,;,C • ''"'' • ..,_ 

iq fou~ phaAes each 
Vih~ ~h c5 .':~ tbe 

obj cc t 3.70 sho-..1.lL. h.., i•.:,1 .. 1ic6. (> 
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Phase I . One battalion of 8 Ind Div was to 
secure the high ground to tho South- onst of Mozzagrogna 
(target date , 26 Nov) . 

Phase II . One brigade (less tho battalion 
committed in Phase I) of 8 Ind Div was to capture s. 
Mo.ria and Mozzagrogna (target date , 28 Nov) . 

Phase III. One brigade of 78 Div was to occupy 
tho hrgfi ground of R. Li Colli (target date 29 or 
30 Nov) . 

Phase IV . The same brigade 0mployod in Phase III 
was to striKe north- eastwnrds to capture Fossaccsia as 
soon as possible after Phase III . 

Durinr; all phases tanks were to be used whonevor possible , 
bu t tho launching of tho various phases was not to be 
dependent on their employment . Exploitation was to be on 
the a.xis of tho coast road with a viow to establishing a 
crossing ovor·the Moro . Artillery and Engi~eer programmes 
remainod tho same , and arrangements were made for Tactical 
Ai r Force to support all phases . Tho feint landing at 
Pcscara was not included in tho operation order , nor was 
there any mention of the rcliof of 78 Div by l ·Cdn Inf 
Di v • . (Ibid) 

27 . Until 26 No~ when the operation pegan thG bridgehead 
was st~ongthened . General Montgomery, in e message to 
General Alexander , reviewed the difficulties in establishing 
this bridgehead and outlined his immediate intentions: 

• 

After several days' fighting in thv most 
appalling conditions of mud and rain I have 
now secured a bridgehead across tho Sangro 
on my right flank which is 1 , 000 ynrds long 
and 2 , 000 yards deep. Enemy haa made repeated 
counter - attacks to drive me back, but ho has 
failed to do so and bridg~hcad is now firml~ 
held. Sangro is in flood and my bridges have 
several times been washed away. Tho troops 
have been magnificent as always in quito dis ­
gusting conditions . Myadvonco northwards will 
now be carried on and I run dovoloping operations 
to clear the cnvmy from tho high ground over­
looking the Sangro valley. Those operations 
begin on 26 Nov and will continue thereafter 
intensively for several days . Once I have 
secured the high ground I will have to pause 
for a few days while I get tho Sangro valley 
organized for movement . Then forward again. 
My chief trouble is tho weather and not so much 

~ Field Marshal Montgomery in El Alrunoin to tho River 
San~ro , p. 146 , gives 28 Nov as tho opening date of the 
Bo. t lo of the River Sungro. Tho building up of the 
bridgehead had be.on taking place during 19 - 25 Nov . 
26 Nov was tho target date for Pho.so I of Operation 
"ENCROACH" as finally plo.nnod by H. Q. 5 Corps . It 
would appear that the Army Cornmo.nder considered Phuso 
I as a preliminary, ond Phase II , with 28 Nov as tbe 
tnrget date , as the beginning of tho main effort . 
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L11.for;n my old fri e nd as above e >:: 

( W. D., G .. ~ •.• lr.ain H.Q4 Eighth !~ri.:y , 
November 1943: Appx :1z•1 , ?c:rt on..1. l 
Message f.r om Gcne:L>o.1 Montgo:r;1C':"y co 
General Alexander. 25 Nov 4_3) 

28. Gonertl'l Montgomery, as wo.s his cuDto~:i b ,_,fo:!'c the 
begi nning of all major ·offensives , o.dd:ricsscd a. personal 
messa.go to all troops under h:!.s comn:and., The m~ ssag..:: 

before Operation 11 ENCROACH11 wr.s circu1_atod on 20 .1.Tov ~ and 
had to bo cancelled when the attack v;cn rcplannod. 'rh::s 
prematur e a.nnouncemont of an impending o,cra.tion presented 
an obvious sccl:r i :;,y danger , and steps woro immediately t e.ke11. 
to caution tho so t r oops t o whom it ho.d b t:;en roe.d bof o::•e tl:J.c 
c anc ellation order h ad been received~ (W.f>., G . S~, IlcQ• 
l, Cdn . Inf Div , Novombor 1943 : Appx 3G). Fina.lly on 25 Fov 
t ho message was released and the whole of Eighth Army was 
told : 

/t. 

l o Tho Allies have conquc!'od a.bout one - t!1ird 
of Ital y since we i:i.1vnd0d t he c ou..'1.try on 
3 Scptcmbor . 3ut the Gcrmc.11s st:i.l]_ hold the 
o.pproachoa to Romo , and that city 5. tsolf . . . 
2 . The time hes now come to dr5.vo tho Gorw:.ns 
north of Rome .., Tho Eighth -~my is not advap_cing 
on tho dircc t Romo axis-~ it is the Fifth 
American Army v:hich is on that lineo But our 
hel p.is vit al if the Fifth Army is to secU!'o 
Rome . And we will do our pari; :i.n a min..'11.Gl., 
worthy of tho best traditions of the Eighth fl.J."'my 
o.nd tho Desor t Air Force . · 

3 . The enemy has boon outfought by bettor tr0ops 
over s i nc e we fir st l anded in Sicily, o.nd bis men 
don ' t l i ke ~hat they arc getting , · 

• The ~Germans aro i.n fact in. tho very c~ondition 
i n which we want them. 

WE WI LL NOW HIT THE GE..RMAN8 A COLOSSAL CRACKo 

4 . Good luck t o you alL , 
wo go f orwardo 

And good huating 2.S 

B. L. ii:q:NT(iO'ae:c: 
General , 

Eighth Arr:iy. 
• 

(W . D., G .. S. , H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf I:·lv: 
November 1~43: Appx 46) 

29 . Although the plan for "ENCROACH" wo.s altered ~hrc3 
times, it remain ed consisto1.t in tho cl1oi cc of rr.ozzar~"'ogn~ 

ns the poi nt for t h e lni tinl plercing of i;h~ Wint&r Llnc ~ 
Tho f a ll of t h is t own would open tho wo.y to Lnnciano a.nd 
th0 l ator o. l road behind t ho mD.in defences , while the nort'l­
castorly thrust a long t he top of the platenu tO"t!B.l"'ds 
Fossa.c osia i n the second ph, 1.~o would , in of'1 cc t; bo .rippi n.g 
throu gh the def·enccs from c:r .. d to end. Al·i~h~~.'.2 . ~cc ::>ictet1 
by unfavoui"abl e flyi ng vr0a t hcr , To.le ticP.l Air Force wr...s able -co 
carry out, bef or e - the off cnsivc oegun, sovcrul hcuvy bombing 

The last s.entence 
Primo Minister at 
a conference with 
Chiang Kai - Shck 

. ['.!_)})P.rontly rof or:i to !2!' C:i1urchill. i:- te 
th) l;lno wr.s in l!orth Afr:~.~u at ·~ cndj 'lg 
P:i:>es:!.d~nt Rooso'-:c lt ~nd Gcr.eralissi1~~ 
(~h0 Tlm~~' 2 Dec 43) 
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missions along tho whcilo of tho coo.stland sector (Air 
Operations in Italy, 1943) 

30. · BJ the oarly morning of 27 Nov, a battalion of 
8 Ind Div had completed the first phase by sucuring the spur 
to the south- cast of Mozzagrogna (Hist. Seo file Italy: 
1943/1 Udn Int Div/C/H, November: Ops Message Log , Serial 
6807 , 27 Nov 43) . Throughout tho day, tanks, carrier s and 
anti - tank guns crossed the river to support tho attack on 
Moz zagrogna and S. Maria , intended for the night 27/28 Nov1' 
(Ibid , Seria l 6825, 27 Nov 43) . This attack was mot by 
strong oppos ltion~und it was only after fierce fighting that 
the Indians were able to force their way to Mozzagrogna . 
The enemy, quick in appreciating this threat to his labor1cuely 
constructed defences , replied with a savage counter- attack in 
which were used flame throwers mounted on tanks . The Indians , 
l acking the support of armour and anti - tank guns , which had 
boon hol d up because of throe cunningly pl aced cr aters outside 
Mozzagrogna , were forced back to their original positions . 
Meanwhile , 2 ·N. Z. Div on tho left of 5 Corps had also joined 
the offensive with tho o stablishmont of 30 other bridgehead 
f arther upstream. (Ibid , Sorial 6855 , 28 Nov 43; and W.D., 
H. Q. l Cdn Army Tk Bdo , December 1943: Appx 47 , 5 Corps Int 
Summary No . 236 , 28 Nov 43) . Th0 restoration of tho Gorman 
l ine at Mozzagrogna was not to last l ong . 17 Ind Bdo the 
·following night a.gain attacked under a barre.go produced by 
all tho artillery available . By 0130brs , tho tovm was 
occupied , and by daylight tanks had arrived to strengthen 
the newly-won posit~ons . (1 Cdn Inf Div Ops Message Log , 
loc cit , Serial 6889 , 29 Nov 43) . At the same time, a 
sattilion of 78 Div had fought its way to thr:i top of tho 
Li Colli plateau, and had cut the s . Maria - Fossacosia 
road. 86 tanks of 4 Armd Bdo had by now crossed tho 
Sangro. ( I bid , Serial 8904, 29 Nov 43) . To check the 
movement of-miOmy rcsorvo during this crucial stage , con­
voys wore despatched from Bari, Barletta and Termoli to 
feint landings f .:i..rthcr up the coast , while H. M. Destroyers 
11 Loyal11 and 11 Quilliam 11 : bombarded onomy positions (W .D., 
G .. S., Main H. Q. Eighth Army , 29 Nov 43; and c . I . G.S . Summary 
No . 91 , 2 Doc 43) . By 1200 hrs , 30 Nov, tho German Winter 
Linc had boon overrun; s . Maria was occupied by 78 Div 
troops , and those of 4 Armd Bdc woro in Fossaccsia. . Heavy 
counter- attacks were made by tho enemy, but they did little .to 
impede tho progress towards Rocca s. Giovanni . 2 N. Z. Div , 
striking out from i t s bridgehead , had captured Castelfr cntano. 
( 1 Cdn Inf Div Ops Message Log , loc cit , Serial 8917 , 30 Nov 43~ 
This sudden collapse between 28 and 3'0""'"Nov was hastened by the 
good f l ying weather which allowed light bombers and fighter 
bombers to givo what the airmen th~mselvGs termed 11most 
intimate support . 11 This onslaught , amounting to more than 
1200 sort ies over tho three - day poriod 1 provente? the onomy 
from massing sufficient f orcos to deliver a successful 
counter - attack. {Air Opora~ions in Italy, 1943) 

32. Tho main enemy attempt to roduco tho momentum of 
the Allied advance camo from the Lanciuno nrea whore the 
hastily gathor cd remnants of 16 F~ Div ' s armour , reinforced 
by clements of 26 Pz Div , wore striking back at Mozzagrogna 
in an effort to break through to the river , but 8 Ind Div 
had strengthened their positions sufficiently to block these 
counter attacks . (W . D., H. Q. 1 Cdn Army Tk Bde , December 

JI! Montgomery, op cit , p. 146, is slightly ~mbiguous in the 
account of 8°"""'!na15iv ' s attack on Mozzagrogna . 11Thc weather 
on 28 November was fine and tho assault began a.t 2130 
hours . 11 ' Tho.t 2130 hrs , 27 Nov is meant, is clear from 
the context. 
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1943: Appx 47 , 5 Corps Int Sur:-~ma:r:·-:T Uo, 23'.;_. 3(' Yov 4.3). 
By midnight on 1 Dec, the advance a::..onrr tho ~onst ,_ ... c-.::1 ht''l 
passed through Rocca S. Giovunnl, a~ ;;a3 c.ppro-:..d1il1 '. S .. 
Vi to ( 1 Cdn Inf Div Ops M.esse.ge TtOf;: .~?..E. ~ii;:< S~J."'ia:. £2'.) _, 
1 Pee 43) r!: .. 

· 33 . In this narro"1 strip of pl~ tne.1:.X a::d \'EllJ .. eys, wl th 
~ armQUI' and wheeled vehicles shnrirj~ tho 01;.G U11!';e'::;allcd :i.'C'ttd: 

progre.ss could be nothing other t htm slO\'.r 'and difficult., 
· Weather controlled esscntie.J. ~ h· s:lppo.1.;t, ~ fl0cdA<1 r::. ·:er 

the fa.te of bridges. 

34 ~ · ··. The meagre forces allotted to the Cor:r.1=- l~ Tent_:1 1h1n~· 
· in Italy during the Autumn of 191,,3 ref'lcct.thc ni::.cmma .. wi";h 

1 • •• i.':- vrhich the enemy High Commanci was faced vrhen i'v3 0ffOI!!Ji•1c 
· energy was exhausted , and tho.t of tho AD .. ics line boon roloP.~·eC. 
on the Eastern Front and in the if!e:il trrrr• .. nec.n 'l'l!..ectr0, 
General Jodl , milit!lry adviser to Hit:!.er. in a le~'.;1.':.r'e d'3livu::.•c·r' 
to the Gaul0i ters of tho Re:tch ir r'nnj -;h on '7 ·~ov 1~. ro ·10a:od 
the seriousness of the throat · .. ·hich v:as "l..p:Jro~ '!:.iJ~ z the F'ltr,er·· 
land itself , In speo.king of vhc Ital 'tar~ Cl".mpaig:i ar.C. the 
Ecl'fects of the overthrov1 oi~ Y:ussol:i..ni. h1~ caicJ th['.t those 

. events came at a tiue 11 v1hen tho Eaete:~~::.1 f.roni;: sul>jocc to 
severe assault , v10.s b0gg: .. ng for ro£'crvas mo!"·o u.:-eont~y tl".J.n 
e ver 11 , and at a time, too v1hen 11 tr .. c Cor·m(tnd cf•nno closo :!. t .: 
eyes to tho fact that the 'bro.nd is ;iov: htild ~n ror-.d5.ncss at 
some time or other to s ta1·t a confl ~~ro.t.~0"'..'l ~:~ l; :1~ Wos t ; !lic!l 
if not extinguished then and the:--c w.:11 pass b,~y0~1'1. cont-rol. · 
It is not suprising, then, :-;'1~t; i;h0rc found thcil• vrr7 to 
Italy forma.tions rocoP9titutod afi;or dofon.t 0"1 tl1e I:u3sifl.n 
front , and brought up ~o ~ tro:ngth b)t the m'.3n.:.pov.e:r i•eser\•os 
in tho t erri torios occupied ':>y tho (}or:-~~n ArmY,; . ( v;'11' Of fie·} 
Weekly Intelligence Review, Nos lOC r.nd. 103, 2:1.. !'!ov and 
5 Dec 45) 

35 . In Italy, acro~s the r:~'l:.."'r:- i•-·r:.:· ·oart of" the Pon~.nt.'.l:.a.. 
it apoeared that tho enemy comm.andCJ"S ~'lc1 confJ.dc.wc tJ.- c t r ... o 
V/inter Linc would hold - a ~onfidence t~o~- c011s::~ni,;J.~- -";;l•i')d 
to co:mrr.un:l.cate to the men vrhose duty i":. 1'.'cts ·to hoJd '.:;,. r. ·~o 

Lir.i and Sacco Valley appro•.chos to noi:1e ··•n::n·e t'11.:. li.ne \':'.S 

topographically wcakos t his .:'oPcos v10:."'e s t:~onger-t; in th 
.i.driatic coastal strip 65 Inf Div m~i 16 Ps Di-:· r.~d ·tl1e 
oner.ous task of h'.ll tin~ Eigh~h ,\rrr.y; i'!h:i.J e, n i:; th" ~pex r;.-r 
the two 11 slopes 11 , 1 P'lra Div nnd ~~Of> :r .. 1!' ~:y =-~lird C'!l tho 
comparative impregl)~bili ty of thAir mount3::n at·:-:)nrhcld~ .. 
Int ho la ttor half of. November ~..r.i '.;h ti"'a dr:.cop·i,;:Lo!1 t.t; nck by 
13 Corps, with the increased air off01'-:: ['].('nf~ the Afu ia t,ii.! 
and finally with the bcginni ng of 1 ~"3i\C~10:\Clil!, tho onJmy v;:.s 
left in no doubt that Eighth ftrmy diC. not in{;ou,1. to pass ~n 

idlo winter . Simul t11neous~y ···ith ·:-:; htJ p:"'epara--cion of 1 Cf'i'l 

Inf Div to move, tv10 Gorman di ~15 .. !- ions ···cr·e or ~ ~10 r0'lds t -
VTO.rds the .\dri9.tico Tl1ey were 26 ?z .Div anc~ SO Pz G-r J)iv,, 

36 . 26 Pz Div was first iden-;~iflec. on the i\.J!":.'3.t:.c on 
30 Nov, when, \'•1th ... hat rem'.lined o:' 1J Pz Div, '"it toc!r :'"Jf.,..,t 
in the counter- attacks on Mozzngrogna ·i.:a a.n ~ ttc!.1p'; to clv::t1' "'J 
the left flank of the bridgehead. 1r:1i3 Gor1 .:i.n f'orn:.a tJ.vn. 
as a result of its s.c ti vi tios :. .. n nuss ::.2., Galr>.'or-i.c anr: SriJ r~rn .... 
had a good record as a cou·:itl"lr·-c.tt ' CY.:~ •1rr· , • .,.,,.<'\ "nc~ ···~··· ,,•,o,~ .· 

"" ~ - - ~ \,,,") - .. \J ' ...... • "-a.J I...... ~ J 

averago in fightinb qu11l i 'Ly o.nd mora lo.. ·tlhc ther -t t ;;,J:>ri ,~ce 
oppos 1 te the Sa.ngro brir-gehcad to rcJ. ie vo or !::UPp<':-t :.6 P: 
Div is unimportant but it did not nr::-ivo -5.n coed condltion, 
for it lo ft tho Fifth :~rmy f.:ec tor shortly nf l:Ar :nn1·:tnG nine 
costly counter - att9.cks uc!lr Vc71afro •:rh~ re an Arn.o::-ican b:..~oa:{-

through had been imminent.. It : . ..is r·apJ.1c"1C: i.n ~ts old soct..,,-..~ 

by another Stalingrad victim:. 44 Inf }:iv. ("!T.D~·: II.Q. 
1 Cdn Army Tk Bde, DecomQor 1943: '.ppx 47 .· 5 Cores I~.1:1 S"J.r.~:ic. .. 7 
No . 328, ~o Nov 13) 

'· .•. .. 

• 
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37 . 90 Pz Gr Div was formed in Sardinia in tho early 
summer of 1943 and had b:;·n previously knov•n as Division 
Sardinia. and 90 Light Di vision (Motorized) tho latter name 
being.givon as an inh~ritance of tho prestige and traditions 
of th0 famous 90 Light Di vision of Ro1illiiel ' s Afrika Korps . 
There appeared, however , no similarity b0twccn the two 
formations, other than tho numboring of component units , 
90 Pz Gr Di v had for some time been in the Venice area, and 
by 2 Doc only its 361 Pz Gr Regt had been idantifiod on the 
lower Sangro ; but tho amount of tr.3\nsport reported by air 
reconnaissance to be noving south on tho roads by d~ylight 
gave ample evidence that tho remainder of the division was 
following . (Ibid) 

38 . At the time when these di vis1 ons were on the r.1ove to 
support it , 65 Inf Div had f~red badl7 ; more than 800 
prisoners were in the cages by 1 Dec , a loss whJch, added to 
tho toll of dead '-lnd v·ounded, had reduced 1 t to li ttlo raore 
th~n a regimental group . From the time tho offensi vc started 
until the arrival of 1 Cdn I nf Div , the one:.zy ' s s i tua ti on had 
changed from a tidy line to a mixture of four di vis.ions of 
which only 90 Pz Gr Div was in a fighting condition. (_!El:.~) 

39 . Enemy fighter airer.aft formations 'of ME 109s and FW 
190s ma.de some attempt to support tht>ir ground forces during 
the initial s t~ges of tho offensive but were immediately 
pounct:Jd upon by Spitfire patrols of tho Desort .. \ir Force . On 
28 Nov / two ME 109s and one FVi 190 wore shot down e. nd tvro 
more enemy aircraft were damaged . Ti"o days later , three 
more enemy air attacks '"ere intercaptod and the Spitfires , 
t ogether with Ki ttyhawks and U. S . ".'.'arhawks , accounted for fi vo 
FW 190s destroyed, on0 probably destroyed and six dana.god .M 
(His t Sec file Italy : 1943/RAF/S/F , R •. i..F . Mediterranean 
Review No . 5) . This ten.porary activity "•itherod co~11pletely 
before the 1200 sorties flown by tho Tactical Air Force on 
2 Dec - a record day since the ending of tho Tunisian campaign . 
The onsl aught , made possible by a short spell of good flying 
weather , was distributed along the ,,,hole of the front ; in 
t he Eighth Army sector it 't'9.S a.gains t forward positions from 
Lancia.no to the sea and against the enemy's lines of corrununi­
ca.tion a.round Chioti and Pcsca.ra. , while oppos i to Fifth ii.rmy , 
preparator~ to a nov• drive up Highway No . 6 to Cassino, it 
was against stronghold positions around Mignano . (Ibid) 

40 . On the night of 2/3 Dvc the Luf tY'affe awoke to display 
some startling enterprise in a raid on Eighth ilrmy 1 s port and 
supply base at Bari . The harboui•, congested •'Ti th newly 
arrived shipping was bombed by JU 88s believed to be about 
30 strong, i:md in order to upset radiol ooati.on th0y were pre -
ceded by aircraft dropping 111.,indow" (tinfoil) • Two a.min.uni ti on 
ships were blown up and the capacity of the port facilities 
was roduced for some time . Al lied losses amounted to seven-
teen merchant vessels and 38 , 000 tons of cargo, and casualtiesJOt'. 
among person.Y)el ,.,ere ine vi tn.bly high . (R .~ .F . Medi torra.noan 
Review No . 6) . In addition to c omplote Ra.dar equipment , 
risht ers and balloons, the anti-~ircra.ft defences of Bari 
included 52 heavy and 78 light guns . In view of the ' failure 
of these defences to prevent penetration by enemy aircraft , 

.ft It wa s later announced the. t Spitfires engaged in these 
patrolling operations were led by Wing Connnandor Stanl ey 
Turner , D .F .c . , R .c .A .F . (The Times, 4 Dec 43) 

xx Estimat ed in one report to be about l , OOO . 
\,eekly Resume No . 223 , 2 - 9 Dt;C 43) 

(c .o.s . 




