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The" Watch on the Maas 9 Nov 14 - 8 Feb =

MEemporary", "aggres:

1, The present report 1s a detailed account of the
operations of Canadian Forces in North-west Europe from
9 Tov 44 to C Feb 45, During this period First Cdn Ammy,
deployed on the left flank of 21 Army Group, was charge
with the responsibility for the security of two vitally
important sectors of the Allied Front: the ‘Nijmegen
bridgehead and the long line of the River lMaas -from Middelaar
to the sea, In these positions it was comrditted to & defence
which, in the definit of the Army Commander, was to be

-

a "prelude to offensive ac

on
ive", and a
5]

i tion",
(V.D.y, G.0.Ce=in-C., First Cdn Army, January 1945: Aippx 1,
Gen Crerar's Despatch, 31 Jan 45). "offensive=defence! 1is
thus the principal theme of this report. The narrator has
followed the course of events from 9 Nov 44, when the opera-
tions which resulted in the clearing of the Scheldt Estuary
and- the north-ecastern approaches to Antwerp (Preliminary
Report No, 154) came to an cnd, to the beginning of Operation
TYERITABLE" (Preliminary Report No, 153) on 8 Feb 45,

2e The primary source naterial from which this report
has been compiled will be found in the Directives of the

o

lower formations and units have also bsen con-
sulted, but solely for the purpose of obtaining detailed
accounts of specific actlons,

~in-C., 21 Army Group, the Despatches ®and Directives of the
Cein-C., 21 y Group, the Despatches ®nd Directives of th
Ge0Co=in-C., First Cdn Army, the War Diaries of Main H.Q.
First Cdn Army, and of 1 Brit &and 2 Cdn Corps, The war

ALLIED AND EFEMY DISPOSITIONS, 92 NOV 44

O e 3y @ Nov 44 the Alliod Armies in the West were deployed
along a front which, from the Swiss frontler in the south,
extended north through the western foothlills of the Vosges,
along the valley of the foselle between the znemy-held
fortress cities of Metz and Trier, thence along the eastern

and Belgium, through the Dutch
provinces of Limburg and North Brabant to Arnhem on\the
Neder-R1jn, and west from Arnhem along the Viaal and the maln
course of the Maas to the port of Westkapelle on the north-
west coast of Walcheren. The socuthern sector of this tremen-
dous front was held by 6 Army Group with First French Army on --
the right, at the > to the Belfort Gap, and Seventh
U.S. Army on the left, based on St Dis and Iuneville, In
11

C
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the centre, 12 Army Group was roesponsible for a great segment
of the front extending from nmorth of Luneville in the south
to the upper reaches of the Maas in the north, Within

12 Army Group, Third U.S. Army was deployed in the right flank
sector, between Nancy and Thionville, First U.S, Army in the
centre, in the eastern Ardennses, and Ninth U.S. Army on the
left, in the Aachen scctor and salient. The long left flank
of.the Allied Armies vas held by 21 Army Group, in which both
Second Brit and First Cdn Armies were then in the proezss of
re-grouping¥, '
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Sorial 52). At the same time thc boundary between First

Cdn and Sccond Brit irmics was altered to run from Arendonck
in Belgium, across the Belgo - Dutch fronticr to Reusel,
thence along the line Hilvarenbeek -, l'iddlcbeers - Oirshot -
Bost ~ St Osdenrode - St Hubert and Heps, tc Hiddelaar,
(Ibld, February 1945: Appx 1Q0, First Cdn Army Instr No. 21,
7 Nov 44)

Qe Vith thesc developnmonts, First Cdn Army assuned a dual

responsibility;

(2) for the defence of a front whizh extended from
its castern extromity at IIIDDELALR, on the east
bank of the MiAS, for some 15 miles north to

the scuth bank of the River WAAL, thence through

tha island arca bctween the NEDER RIJN and the
'?_L-".L, along thoe perimeter of the NIJIHEGEN
rldngqu end west along the T-”L and the mxain

course of the MAAS.to the west coast of
WALCHEREN at WESTKAPELLE; and

(b) for the military government of that part of
the liberated Nothe s which lay betwecn
this line ané the inter-army boundary,
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FIRST CDN ARLY AREA
305 The nev arny ar >d _over roughly the southern
guarter of ths iuth-z" ntainsd —ithin its boundarics
some tmehty percent of ch population ¥, It vas
dividcd into thrce provincisl end threc "’Ogr“:ﬂ‘“”l zones.,
To the north the country betweon the “ivcrs waal and Neder
Rijn is a part of the flood plain of the Rhine tributaries
and the western Maas, Entering Holland at Lobith, the Rhine
divides a short distance domnstreanm "t Daﬂn rdcn, Here the
Nedsr-R1jn, carrylng onz-third of theo ume of the main

ha +4

stream, flows north, wii

1 anl Cu“t;wu s the coursc of

the grcﬂt river westwards i
vid
D

At Tlestervoort, sbove Arnhem,

L]
tho Neder-Rijn also dividos, its northern branch, tho ]Jssol
flowlng north-west to cmpty into the Ijssel lleer, “he "Waal at
Gorinchem turns into the old course of the lMaas, and .{from

Gorinchem to the Hollandsche Dicp is known as the Merwedo,
Both rivers - save for the strectch of the Nedsr-Rijn.betreen
rnhem and Wageningen, whers the low hills of Gelderlan

ominatc its northern bank - flow between massive dykes in

eds above the level of the,intervening nilain, This dlstrict -
kknown 100&11v as the Ovor—ﬁetuwc - 1s a country of flat

orchard polcor" traversed from east to west by the smell
river DL Ling Road and rail conJU“icﬂt*ons run north
from ~1dnhr«p tn Arnhem, but from sast to west only minor
roads and farm tracks thread through the polder CAuntrg.
The few small towns, market centres for the local fruit

Industry, are concentratcd In the¢ sastern half of the area,
Occasional willow or alder plantations along the river

banks and amongst the poldurs vary the monotony of the land-
SGADPOo . Arnhem (90,500) and Kijmegen (95,000) occupy
commanding positions ovcﬁlooklng the 3:its of the 3ctuwe from
the north gand squth, .

Il South of Nijmegen, betwcon the Maas and the Waal,

are the districts of Rijk Van Nijmegen and lilaas en Waal, The
former-is a sdamdy, woodcd area crossed by the main road and

rail communications from the coal province of Limburg and the .

industrial area of central Brabant to north Holland. South-ecast

& The source of material for paras 10-16 inclusive will be
found in Geographical Handbook Holland BR 54 October .1944 ,

L




~ extends westwards from the German frontier in the east, to a

- Roosendaal, Qosterhout, Tho Langstraat, 's Hertogenbosch, Oss,

of Nijmegen,' 'from Mook to Groesbeek and Beek, the“eastern
flank of 2 low range of wooded hills facés the-Relchswald

and the German border. The lfaas en Waal, west of the Naas-
Waal canal betwecen Mook and Weurt, is a continuation. of the
low-l1lying, artlficiall”-dral 1ed polders of the Betuwe, These
three districts between the Maas and the Neder-Rijn are part
of tho province of Gelderland,

12, South of the western Maas the province of North Brabant

line of dunes and sand bluffs Which overlook the East Scheldt
beyond BSergen-op=-Zoon, within these boundaries is a sandy
plain crossed by important canals Hnd by the small alluvial
valleys of the northward flowing Donge, Dommel, and A=z, On
its eastern border, the larger valley of the Maas merges at
Grave with the Rhenish flood-plain From Maasbracht, in
Limburg, to Grave, the walls of fh, river valley reach an
average height of some 50 feect, the right bank being slightly
higher than the left. To the west of the Maas valley, and
cxtending into Limburg, is the desolate area of swamp lands
and pcat bogs called De Peel, The remainder of the plain
includes the districts of the Ifeirij Van:'s Hertogenbosch and
the Baronie Van 3reda and is 2 sandy tract in which farmlands
are interspersed with occasional patches of heath, woodlands,
highnoor bogs and meres,

n
a
n

13, Two distinet torn-belts cross North Brabant from west
to casts The first, and less lmportant - Bergen-op-Zoomn,

and Grayve - marks the northern limit of the sandy. plaini

North of this belt, thc narrow strip of marsh land separating
tho towns from the river dyke 1s the southern limit of the
flood plain, Forward of the first town-belt, a line of dyke
vlillages extends dovmstream from Grave, through Rayenstein,
Lith, Maren, Empel, and Bokhoven, to thée old-=walled town of
Heusden, The Langstraat, a 24-mlle strip of nearly continuous
settlemont between 's Hertogenbosch and Geertruidenberg, 1s
the principal centre of the boot and shoe industry in Holland,
The morce important belt of towns begins at Breda, an historic
market and fortress city, and crosses the central portion of
the provinece through T_lturg {97,000), the heart of the Dutch
woollen industry, and.Eindhoven (113,000), with its great
electrical apparatus factories, through Helmond to Venlo,

ne main west-east highway,
eda - Tilburg - 's Hertogenbosch-

4, With the oxce Dtion of o
B raan-“p ~Zoom - Roosendanl - E
Grave = Nijmegen, all n'JOP lines of communication run from
south to north across the province, Along its eastern
boundary, road and rail lines connect Venlo and the Limburg
coal fields with Ni jmegen, 4t 's Hertogenbosch, roads from
Eindhoven and Tilburg converge to cross the Maas near Hedel,

and continue through Zalt ??:rdl, on the Waal, to Utrecht,
Furthur to the west, Breda is the principel traffic hub for
the road and rail crossings at iloerdi jk which lead north to
Rotterdam, North-sast of Sreda & further road crosging
near Geertruidenberg leads to Gorinchem and Ut“acht. Fuch
of the heavy traffic th_oxrﬂ the provincag, ¢ Sprl 1ly the

coal traffic north from iim burg, is provided for by the main
canals ,
Se To . the west and south-mcst of North Brabant is the

small coastal province of Zeeland, which includes the peninsula
of St Philipsland, the 1isl: nd of Schouwen-Duiveland, Tholen,
North=Beveland, and malchp reén, the isthmus and psaninsula of
South=-Beveland, and the West Scheldt district of Zeeland



Flandres, and has an area of 690 square miles, a population
of some 250,000, MNiddelburg (18,000), on the island of
Walcheren, is the capital, The most Important town, however,
is the packe’ port of Flushing (21,700), A single road and
railway line, .26 miles in length, .runs west from the mainland,
south of 3Bergen-op-Zcom, through South-Beveland to the market
' town of Goes (6,900), and across the causecway ovar the Sloe,
thn channel separating South-Beveland and Walcheren, to
liiddelburg and Flushlng. . Thz South-3eveland Canal (Hansweert -
Temeldinge) provides the principal comrunication between the
mest and the east Scheldt, while cn Walcheren, the shallow
walcheren Canal connects Flushing and Middelburg with Veere,
a small port on the north cocast of the island., ho Veerepgat
and tho small, tortuous channcls of the Zuldbuit and the
zendkreek separate Walcheren and South-Eeveland from the island
of North-Beveland, a small polder formation eight an? a half
miles from west to east, with a coast line of about 20 miles,
On the north coast of. the East Scheldt is the island of Tholen,
which is separated from the mainland above Bergen-op-Zoom by
the extremecly narrow Eedracht,

16, Geographically thoe provincc of Zeeland is a part of the
general Netherlands coastal. zone, Seldom exceeding a helght
of ten feect above mean flocod level, the land is almost entirely
in ¢ld and irregular polders which are bounded by internal
dykes and crossed by innumera b1u dr#iﬂar ditches, The coasts
arc normally dyked, but to the st and north-west of Ualcheren
and at the north-west corner of N rtk-:uv,la-A, lines of

sand dunes protect the low-lying puldars from the seas orf
the mainland coast beclow Bz ﬂgﬂn-oo-Voon, and the coastline of
Thelen, wide rud flats effectively narrow the channels of the
East Scheldt and the lMastgat. On the south coast of Walcheren,
groyne=protected beaches lie between the internal dykes and

the sea, :

17, The new Army erea was the principal arena in which the
northern group of Allied armies had fought since 14 Sep, when
First U.S. irmy libarated Maastricht and the greater part of
the mining district cof southern Limburg, Threc deys later
Sscond Brit Army, thruvting north through Eindhoven, re ached
Veghel, then fought on te Nijmegen and across the Betuwe to
the Neder-Rijn at Arnhenm, The -1iberation of the contral
sector from the sea at Bergen-op-Zoom through Roosasndaal,
Breda, and Tilburg.to 's Hertogenbosch was accomplished by
1 Brit Corps of First Cdn Army and 8 and 12 Corps of Second
3rit Army between 20 Cct and 9 Nov, To the west, in
Zeeland-Flandres; heavy fighting began on 6 0ct, with ‘the
opening of the 2 Cdn. Corps operation to clear the West Scheldt,
and contimied until th_ surrecnder of the last German forces
south of the estuary an 3 lov, The Island of Walchersn -
largely flooded since 3 Oct, when & massive attack by Bomber
Comﬁand breached the sea-dykes .~ was invaded on 1 Nov and
speedily overrun, The last resistance on the island was
. overcome on 8 Nove. (AEF/First Cdn i4rmy/C/1l Docket II:
Minutes of Morning Joint Conference, 9 NoVv 44, Secrial 1)

18, In each of the three D“uViWCuS the process of liberation
had involved both cxtensive damage to property, utilitics and
services, and an almost complete pfralysis of local economy.™
The "old town™ at Nijmegen, Eindhoven, the eastern suburbs of

's Hertogenbosch, and portions of Steinbergen and Bergen-op-

X For sources for psras 18-21 sec¢: SHAEF Weekly C,.,.. Summaries;
the SHAEF G-5 Division publicatiﬁn "Roelief for the Nethor-

lands"; and W,Ds., H.Q. First Cdn Army and 2 odn Gorps Civil
Affairs for November, Decermber 1944 ﬂnd January 1945,




Zoom were more or less severely damaped; the small towns of
Klundert and Standaarbuiten from 50 to 90 percent destroyed.
liany another was superficially damaged, while the settlements
of the Betuwe, the liaas villages, and the thickly populated
Langstraat were still exposed to danger. The rural areas,
too, had suffered, and in menydistricts there had been wide=-
spread destruction of farm buildings, livestock and crops.

19,  Far more serious, however, was the almost universal
destruction of road and rail bridges, the blocking of canals,
and the destruction of or damzge to the intricate system.of
locks, As the retreating enemy had seized sll avallsable
vehicles, this situation involved the complete disruption of
normal transport and internal distributive services, Thus,
while food stuffs were dargerously low throughout the zone,

the comparative plenty in a few districts could not be made
readily available tc the more needy. Further, the distribution
of the considerable food stocks assembled by the Allied armies
against- the liberation was similarly impeded, and the daily
ration fell from the average of 1,700 calories maintained
during the last months of the German occupation to less th n
1,000 for the first month of the liberation, The seccond

most important shortage was that of coal -~ a fact of particular
eignificance in a country which depended so largely on cpal

as the principal source of its clectricity, and on its
generating plants (many of which had been severely damaged

or, as with the important station at Geertruidenberg, completely
destroyed) to maintain rmch of its industrial plants as well as
its 1lighting, water, sanitation, and flood control systems,

To aggravate this situation, the enemy's hold on the Roermond
aref deprived all three provinces of their normal supplies of
g&s .

204 Thus far flooding had not been particularly serious,
save in Zeeland, The Betuwe, however, and the wet polders

of the Maag between Engelen and Geertruldenberg were threatened,
the former by the possibility of the enemy breashing the dykes
of the Nordensche Canal on firnhem "island, the latter both

by the danger of cnemy action against the river walls and

by the existling dislocation of the flood control, In Zeeland
it was estimated that eight months would be required to drain
the Island of Tholen, while on Walcheren, where bombing had
resulted in four one-quarter to one=half mlle breaches in the
dykes -~ -one each at Westkapelle and Veere, and two in the
immediate vicinity of Flushing = 80 percent of the land surface
of the island was under water, The normal population of the
island - some 68,000 - had taken refuge in Middelburg, in the
eight or sten villages centred on a single polnt of high ground
near Flushing, and in the dune country along the north and
north-west coasts, In the lattor area there were also some
four to.six thousand cattls; iiddelburg had hot been badly
damaged, but its normal pOpulathn of 18,000 had been incrcased
by the influx of refugees to nearly 42,000. 4%+ Flushing,

both town and port had been partially destroyed, and only some
9,000 of a population of 20,000 remeained in the area, Electric
services throughout the island and in South Bsveland were
almosy non-existent, gas pipes were flooded, and both water

end sanitation systems disruotea. Bridges and canal locks

had been destroyed and whole agricultural districts had
suffered heavily, ' It vas reported some months ‘later that

in Zeeland some 40 percent of the horses, 25 percent of the
cows and 40 percent of the young cattle had been drowned in

the floods, and that 15 percent of all farm buildings had been
dastroyed and another 25 percent damaged,
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2l,. To the serious problems created by material damage in
liberated Holland were added those of morale and public
health., Inadequate nutrition and endemic illnesses = the
spreading of which had been facilitated by overcrowding,
mass evacuations, and the dislocation‘:of water and sewage
systems - had had their effect in undermining the health of
the two million people in the zone, while the sudden release
of emotional strain which followed the liberation had left
them exhausted and apathetic. In a political sense, the
vitality of the country appearecd to be concentrated in the
Resistance lovement, Economically, the Black Market alone
seemed to flourish, thriving on the dearth of consumer goods
of every description and the relative a2bundance of currency
in eirculation, Nowhere was there political unrest of
consequence, but some friction made itself apparent in the
relations between the various resistance groups, the regular
police, and thc officlals of the emigre government,

22, The tremendous problems of relief, rehabilitation and
administration in the new army zone devolved principally upon
the Civil Affalrs organization, which formally assumed these
responsibilities in both corps sectors on 11 Nov 44, (WD,
HQ. First Cdn Army, Civil Affairs, November 1944: Op Instr
Noe. 4, 11 Nov 44)

REGROUPING AND FUTURE PLANS

23, With Civil Affairs installed in the two corps sectors,
First Cdn Army was frcec to concentrate upon the organization of
the "offensive-defence" of its new arca, The terms of the
Ce=-in=-C.'s directive of 2 Nov had been comrmnicated to the
General Officers Commanding 1 Brit and 2 Cdn Corps by the
Acting Army Commander, Lt-Gen G.G., Simonds, C.Be., CeBeEs, D,S.0,.,
on 6 Nov, (WD.y Ge0.Cu=in-C., First Cdn Army, November 1944:
Directive of 4/G.0.C.-in-C,, 6 Nov 44), In his directive,
General Simonds also specified the grouping which was to have
effect from 9 Nov, 2 Cdn Corps which, during General Crerar's
1llness, had been commanded by Maj-Gen C, Foulkes, was to

have under command in addition to 2 and 3 Cdn Inf Divs, 2 Cdn
Armd Bde, and 2 Cdn A.G.R.A., 50 (N) Inf and 101 U.S. Airborne
Divs and 12 K,R.R.C, (Mot) Bn from 30 Corps, and 4 S.S. Bde,
The latter, then under direct army command for Operation
"INFATUATE", was to be made available by 12 Nov. 101 U.S.
airborne Div was to be relicved either by 49 (W.R.) or 51 (H)
Div as soon as one or the other could be released from Second
Brit Army, To 1 Brit Corps, commanded by Lt-Gen Sir John
Crocker, K.B.E., C.Bsey, D.S.0., M.C,, Wwere allotted 1 Pol

Armd Div, 34 Brit Tk Bde, 18 Cdn Armd C. Regt, 52 (L) Inf Div -
from under command First Cdn Army on the comple tion of
"INFATUATE" - and Royal Netherlands Bde, which, with four
independent Dutch battalions, was to come under command from
Second Brit Army on 8 Nov, 7 Brit Armd Div, 49 (W.R.) Inf
Div, and the elements of 51 (H) Div then under the corps
command were to be released to Second Brit Army between 8 and
10 Nov,

24, 4 Cdn Armd Div, under command of 1 Brit Corps, was to
be made aveilable to come into army reserve as soon &s 52 (L)
Inf Div had completed its commitments on Walcheren, 1l Czsk
Indep Armd Bde (with under command 7 R. Tks and 107 Brit

AJ, Bde) and 74 Brit A.A, Bde were to contimie under army
command , (Ibid)., The former was then employed as a con-
taining force In front of Dunkirk, while the latter was
concentrated in the Antwerp area,
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25, The internal organization of the 2 Cdn Corps area
began on 9 Nov with the relief by 2 Cdn Inf Div of 43 (Wessex)
Div in the sector Middelaar - Groesbeek, and was completed

on 12 Nov when command of the sector to the south and south-
east of Nijmegen passed from 82 U,S. Adirborne %o 3 Cdn Inf
Divs, 50 (N9 Div continued to hold the eastern portion of
the Ni jmegen salient in the Betuwe, 101 U.S. Alirborne Div

the western nortion, Responsibility for the "Western
Lpproaches" of the bridgehead passed from 8 Brit Armd Bde

Gp to 2 Cdn Armd Bde Gp (an "ad hoc" force which from 12 Nov
included 8 Cdn Recce Regt, 10 Cdn Armd Regt and 19 Cdn Fd
Regt (S.P.) R.C.,A.) on 11 Nov, and on the same day 7 Cdn
Recce Regt took over the local defence of the Nijmegen bridges.
(WDs+, GeS., H.Q. 2 Cdn Corps, November 1944: Appx 5, Ops Log,
9-12 Nov 44) : ;

26, Meanwhile, the moves of H.Q. 30 Corps, 8 Brit Armd Bde,
the Gds Armd and 43 (Wessex) Inf Divs into the Second Brit
Army area were well advanced, Both the take=-over by 2 Cdn
Corps and the outward move of 30 Corps were accompanied by

a strict wireless silence in accordance with the plans pre-
pared for Operation "TROLLEYCAR"™ - a deception scheme devised
to conceal (a) the actu2l move of 30 Corps, and (b) the
concentration of Second Army against its forthcoming attack
torards the Maas in the Venlo area, (w.D., G.S. Ops, H.Q.
First Cdn Army, March 1945: Appx 124, Op "TROLLEYCAR")

27 In the 1 Brit Corps area the enemy's stubborn defence
of the Moordi jk bridgehead acted to delay the internal
organization of the corps aresa, On 9 Nov the right sector,
from the inter-corps boundary at Maren to Raamsdonk, was

held by 11 H. and 7 Brit Armd Div:; the centre, from
Raamsdonk to the canal mouth north of Zevenbergen, by 1 Pol
Armd Div, In the left sector, in the coastal zone from the
loft boundary of 1 Pol Armd Div west to include the island

of Tholen, 18 Cdn 4Armd C, Regt had relieved 49 (W,R.) Inf
and 4 Cdn Armd Dlvs on 18 Nov. 34 Brit Tk 3Bde, in corps
reserve, occupled the Etten area mid-way between Rosendaal
and Breda, On 10 Nov 4 Cdn Armd Div moved into the line

to relieve 7 Brit Armd Div and 11 H,, while the latter con-
centrated in preparation for thelr return to Second Army.
(Ibid, November 1944: Appx 100, 1 Brit Corps Op Instr No,., 18,
7 Nov 44). 52 (L) Div and 4 S.S. Bde (with under command
two independent Dutch battalions) were then responsible for
the defence of Walcheren, the two Bevelands, and the south
bank of the Scheldt in Zeeland-Flandres, but on 11 Nov this
responsibility was delegated to 1 Brit Corps, (Ibid, Appcas 24
and 33, First Cdn Army Op Instrs Nos. 43 and 45) :

28, The foregoing deployment was ordered by the G.0.C.,
1l Brit Corps, in operation instructions of 7 and 10 Nov, in
which he also established the policy which was to govern the
defence of the corps sector, On the Iront of the Maas and
the Hollandsch Diep the object was "to ensure that no enemy
patrols, Dutch refugees, or agents land in our area without
being spotted and dealt with," All main crossing places
would, therefore, be guarded, and it would be essential

"to dominate no-man's land by crossing the water to the
enemy,"  Garrisons for each crossing place were fixed at
the equivalent of one rifle company, with the equivalent of
the remainder of an infantry battalion so located that it
could come to the assistance of its outpost company within
30 minutes on foot or by transport. Further reserves could
be located still further to the rear, Outposts or F.D.L.'8
need not be occupled by day, save by sentries, Contact
between F.D,L.'s would be maintained by 0.P.'s during the
day and by patrols at night, Close liaison would be
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established with locz2l authorities in order that the presence
in the corps area of "any unauthorized persons" might be
quickly reported, (Ibid: r»px 100, 1 Brit Corps Op Instr
llo, 18, 7 Hov 44), In the Zeeland Islands the garrison
cohzitment v»as primarily for "internal security and coast
watching." The likely scale of an enemy atto ck in this'
area was considered to be infiltration by sea of small
bodies of up to company strength, or similar action by para-
troops on approximately the same scale, with a bulld-up on
success of up to battalion strength in the first two days,
Agalnst such attacks small garrisons would be established

at vulnerable points 2nd supported by small centrally’ located
reserves, Garrison points would be interlinked by coastal
"patrols, (Ibld, December 1944: Appx 69, 1 3rit Corps Op
Instr No. 19, 10 Nov 44)

29, The directive of bhé 1/G.0.C.-in-C. was amplified by
General Crerar, who had resumed his command on 9 Nov, in a
policy directive 1issued on 135 Nov. After stating that the

general situation described in the command directive of 6 Nov
continued to obtain, General Crerar said that:

In view of the commitments about to be undertaken
by Second Brit ‘rmy (complementary to the attack
intended by 12 US irmy Group) and of our present
administrative restrictions, it may be assumed
that First Cdn ..rmy will not presently be called
upon for any large scale offensive operations,

(*7.D., G.0.C.~in-C., First Cdn
Army, November 1944;: Directive
of 13 Nov 44)

He added, however, that "with an eye on pessible future
reguirements" it was important (a) to seize "any opportunity
to improve our present positions vis-a-vis the enemy", if
such could be done "without marked cost in casualties or
material" and (b) "to keep the enemy anxious, and gucssing,
concerning our immediate intentions in ordsr that he will
retain considerable forces facing the First Cdn Army,."

30, Goneral Crerar then outlined the general and special
requiremsnts which were to govern the temporary defence of
the Army area, Along the front of First Cdn .irmy patrolling
was to be active and aggressive, and members of the Dutch
Resistance Groups were to be utilized to assist in such
activities, "The general impression will be given that
reconnaissance, with a view to early offensive intentions

on our part, 1s being carried out," Specifically, the main
task of 2 Cdn Corps was to continue to preserve the security
of the Nijmegen bridges. To this end, a study was to be
made forthwlith of an operation by the Corps to secure the
west bank of the Nerdensche (Pannerdensche) Kanaal and the
Neder-Rijn from opposite Pannerden to Huissen, Possession
of this area would not only add depth in strength to the

Ni jmegen bridgehead, but might afford imoortant control,

of flooding in that sector. .dditionally, 2 Cdn Corps, by
raids, patrolling and:.artillery tactics, vould create in the
minds of the enemy i1ts apparent intention to secure a beridge-
head across the Neder-Rijn between arnhem and Wageningen,

In the meantime, 1 Brit Corps was to undertake- the capture of
the Island of Schouwen, as a means of hampering the enemy in

his "certain attempts to interfere with the future movement of
?urzﬂ%paing in the Scheldt Estuary and the apoproaches thereto.”
Ibid
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31, In 2 Cdn Corps the detailed planning necessary to

glve effect to the /Army Commander's instructions was
completed, insofar as the defence of the Corps sector

was concerned, on 22 Nov, on which date General Simonds

issued three important directives. The first, an operation
order which included a definitive appreciation of the sector,
is quoted in full as an appendix to this report (see ippx "A").
General Simonds characterized the Corps front as "the most
important blit of ground in the northern half of the western
front", because the mere possession of the only permanent
bridge spanning the main course of the River Rhine gave us

the nower to develop operations on either bank and constituted
a permanent threat and mental hazard to the Germans, - His
appreciation divided the Nijmegen sallent into three main
sectors separated by the courses of the lateral river lines
running through 1t,. These the General defined as "The
Reichswald" - the area betwsen the River Maas and the River
Rhine (Waal); "“The Island" - the area between the Waal and
the Neder-Rijn; and "The vWestern Approaches" - the area
extending from the south bank of the River Waal at Deest (5768)
across the junction of the Waal and Maas to the south bank

of the latter at Maren,

32 "The Reichswald" contained ground most suitable for
offensive operations under all except the most advoerse

weather conditions, The retention of the high ground west

of the line Middelaar - Groesbeek - Beek, now in our hands,

was essential to protect Nijmegen Bridge and the southern
approach roads leading to it. The sector also provided

a strong base for potential operations against the northern
flank of the German battle line, "The Island" sector

formed the immediate bridgehead covering Ni jmegen. The

Germans were holding the eastern end, our forward positions
running along the general line Bemmcl -~ Elst - then north

along the railway line to the scuth bank of the Nedor-Rijn (7076)~-
thence along the south bank of the river to Opheusdon and

Ochten. (both execl). Offensively the Germans had the advantage
that a comparative shallow pecnetration of our positions 1n

the eastern half of the Island would immediately threaten
Nijmegen Bridge, while we could sweep the whole Island clear
without prejudicing their defence of the Reichswald or Ijssel P
positions, To capitalize on our possessicn of Nijmegen

Bridge we ould have to secure the crossing at iArnhem. This
could best be done by "an attack developed from an assault
across the HNeder-Rijn between both incl Renkum (6276) and

wageningen (5776) " So long as this opecration was a
possibility it was necessary for us to dominate the whole
south bank of the Nedér-Rijn, A further point t© be con-

sidered was that while the Germans continued to hcld the
eastern end of the Island, they could, when the Rhine was

in flood, breach the dykes and flood the Island, In such

an event it might be necessary to evacuaté the Island except
for a shallow bridgehead covering thc Nijmegen bridges. A
limited attack to drive the Germans across the Neder-Rijn would
remove such a danger, The third sector, "The Western
Approaches", comprised low-lying polder land covered by the
main forces of the Waal and the Maas, and was unsuitable for
important offensive action by either side. The sector could
be lightly held, (AEF/Pirst Cdn Army/C/E, Dockct I, Directive
of 22 Nov 44)

33 General Simonds saw thre:z possible offensive operations
which might be mounted by 2 Cdn Corps from the Nijmegen salient:

(a) A 1limited attack to drive the Germans from
the eastern end of the Islandg
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(b) A major attack in the Reichswald to break
through the northern exténsion:of the
Siegfried line in conjunction with the
attacks by US and Second 3British 4Lrmies
further south,

(¢) 4 major attack across the Neder-3ijn to
capture the high ground north of Arnhem
and brldgoheads over the I jssel, the initial
~asgault crossing being in the sector, both
incl, Renkun (6276)- Wageningen (5776).

The G.0.C.'s directive proceeded to detall dispositions of

2 Cdn Corps required to hold the .salient and to-develop it as
an offensive base for any or all of the foregoing proposed
operations.

o4 o 2 Cdn Corps comprised at the time four infantry
divisions and one armoured brigcade (see para 23), As 1t was
likely that rotation of infantry divisions -would be necessary,
they were referred to in the Corps Commander's directive as
MAM, URW, WM and "D" Divisions in order that specific
divisions might be detailed to sectors and tasks as the
situation required, Having expressed the .three-fold intention
of the Corps - to hold and develop the Ni jMiegen salient as a
base for offensive operations; to inflict casualties and
undermine the morale of the enemy by patrolling raids and
limited offensive use of artillery; and to protect and main-
tain the Nijmegen bridges - (Ceneral Simonds assigned the
following dispositions and tasks within the Corps area.-

35, The Reichswald must be held by two infantry divisions
less their reconnaissance regiments. WAl Inf Div with two
brigades would hold the right sector from liiddelaar to
Groesbeek and the spur imnediately north in 7355, ths town
of Cuyk, and be responsible for the local protection of the
Grave bridges, Its reserve brigade should be ready in the
case of a German withdrawal, to follow up quickly on the

axis Mook - Gennep (7746) - crossroads 8347 - CGoch, i G T
Div with two origades would hold the remaining sector pf the
Reichswald from Annetteberg (7356) to the south bank of the
Rhine at 7806303 it would meke use of patrols and raids to
gain information for an attack towards the Materborn (8755)
in the Reichswald; and would organize its reserve brigade

to follow a German withdrawal alonw the axis Kranenburg =

Cleve,
36, "The Island" was to be held by the remaining two
infantry divisions, "C" Inf Div would hold the right sector,

from the:north banL of the Rhine to Haalderen to a point °
691730 west of Elst, It would be responsible for the local
defence of the Nijmegen bridges, and its patrols would
explore the possibility of an attack through the Haalderen -
Heuvel (7369) sector to clear the Germans from the Island,

On the left flank, "DM" Inf Div would cover the approaches

to the Nijmegen bridges from the north and west by holding
the sector from Elst to the north bank of the Waal at Ochten.
By eaggressive patrolling it would dominate the line of the
‘Neder-R1 jn with a wview to an assault crossing west of Driel
should the general development of the situation so require,,
The "Western Approaches" would be held by the divisional
reconnaissance regiments of "." and "B" Inf Divs grouped
under cormmand of one regimental headquartcrs.
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37 2 Cdn armd Bde was to be 1n Corps reserve, One
regiment would be nositioned east of the Heumen - Weurt
(Maas -~ Waal) Canzl, while the brigade less onc regiment
vvould be west of the c¢anal near the Grave - Nijmegen road.
Its tasks were to counter-attack with the rescrve brigsades
of "A"™ or "B" Inf Divs; to supply each of "A™" and 3" Inf
Divs with an armoured regiment in the event of German with-
drawal; and to be prepared to occupy 1In succession, cach
with onc armoured P»Eiﬂ;ﬂt, Mill ("*M ) and St. intonis (7138
in the event that the Germans should estaeblish themselves
west of the llaas about Gennep,

38, In conclusion, the directive dealt with the questions
of antl-tank defence, offensive use of artillery, and

training for the offensive. General S:monds considered

that under the conditions cﬂls*inc in the salient, the
allotment of armoured units to back up infantry formations

in an offensive role was not j:af1F11?_ , and that anti-

tank defence should be based upon the anti-tank gun placed

in carefully sited and properly co-ordinated positions,
Shortage of ammunition made it necessary to limit the
offensive role of artillery, and ‘“JTOyMOH* of artillery

would be governed by a2 centralized control, 3ecause the
development and maintenance of commnication, particularly

on the Island, was made from the point of view of future

of fensive Operations, routine traffic in forward areas

mist be kept to the minimum. To cover a tomporary interrup-
tion of traffic aecross main bridges a series of dumps of
supplies, P.0,L., and amrmunition would be established on the
Island and betwsen the Waal and the Mass in addition to the
reserve supplies normally held in formation echelons, It

was vitaelly important that the offensive spirit should be
meintained and enhanced, and to this end statiec conditions
made it possible to have a maximum number of troops out on
active training. The 1ull in offenslive operations afforded
opportunities to properly absorb reinforcements and to re=-weld
battle teams, "igeressive patrolling against the encmy 1is
the best school in junior lcadership" (Ibid). >
39, The second directive of 22 Nov complemented the first.

In it the Corps Commander allotted the roles designated in

his operation order to specific formations, ordered a programme
of reliefs and changes of command, which was to have immediate
effect, and announced his intontion for the immsdiate future.
These orders may be summarized as follows:

(a) Operational Roles

WA Inf Div - 2 Cdn Inf Div

Us# Inf Div 3 Cdn Inf Div

"c" Inf Div - 50 (N) Inf Div - to be rslieved by
49 Inf Div when latter becomes
available.

"D" Inf Div -« 101 US Adirborne Div - to be
relieved by 51 (H) Inf Div when
latter becomes avallable,

(b) Reliefs

Pending relief of 101 US fAirborne Div by 51 (H)
Inf Div, 50 (%) Inf Div will continue the attach-
ment of one squadron of a Recce Regt to 101 US
Airborne Div, 51 (H) Inf Div Recce Regt, on
arrival in 2nd Canadian Corps area, 23 Tovember,
1944, will come under command of JO (N) Inf Div,
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(c) Changes of Command

(1) 50 (N) Inf Div will assume command of
local dsfences NIJNEGEN bridges, relieving
7 Cdn Recce Regt, a2t 1200 hours, 24 November,
1944,

(1i) 7 Cdn Recce Regt will rolieve 12/60 KRRG
24/25 November, 1944: command passing at
1200 hrs, 25 November, 1944,

(1i11) Iieut-Col B.M..AL7.Y, CO 8 Cdn Recce Regt,
will assum¢ command of WESTERN LPPROACHES
with undsr command both 7 and 8 Cdn Rccce
Regts at 1200 hrs, 25 November, 1944,

(iv) Comd 2 Cdn .Lirmd Bde will hand over command
of WESTERN APPROACHES and assume command
of Corps reserve at 1200 hrs, 25 November,
1944,

It is my intention, providing weather and the
tactical situation are right, to drive the Germans
from the Eastern end of the ISL.ND before 49 Inf Div
relieves 50 (N) Inf Div, This opsration would be
mounted by attacking with 49 Inf Div, through 50 (N)
Inf Div and subsequently recorganizing to release the
latter division,

(Ibid)

40, In the third directive Genecral Simonds established

the policy which was to govern the offcnsive use of the Corps
artillery. Thirteen field, four medium regiments, and one
heavy regiment - a total of 392 guns - mere then available to
the Corps Commander but, as long as the Corps remained on the
defensive, amaunition was limlted, by orders of 21 Army Group,
to the following r.p.g. per days 25-pr,'15; 4.5" and 5.5",

88 - 7.2%, 103 165=mn;. 3 In order to utilize¢ these resources
to maximum effect, the General decided upon the novel expedient
of creating a "Corps mobile group" which, consisting of 2 Cdn
£ .,GRAey; three fiecld, four medium regiments, and one heavy
regiment would, from alternative positions, cover "in rotation"
and "to maximum possible depth",

(a) The eastern and of Arnhem Island and the
east and north banks of the Neder-R1ijn between
and including Pannerden and :.rnhen,

(b) the Reichswald, and

(c) the north bank of the Neder-Rijn from excl
Arnhem to incl Wageningen,

41, * This plan 'left a mininmum of two field regiments undepr
direct control of each divisional C.,R.i., 1.€6., Onec field
regiment to give D,F., support to each forward brigsde, The
guns which remained under divisional control wore, however,
when within range, to take part in concentrations directed

on corps targets., The latter, selected at corps level as a
result of sifting intelligence information concerning the
routes normally used by the snemy, his normal assembly points
and concentration areas, H,2s. and billkets, were to be engaged
by one synchronized salvo followed at an intervel of from

30 minutes to two Hours by a second of the same weight,
Counter battery concentrations wecre to be prepared on the
same basis, In addition to the ammunition earmarked for
corps concentrations, a corps rescerve of ammunition was to be
created to provide for "minor offensive operations or special
C.B, bombards," Pinally, each division was advised to
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accumulate a reserve of 25-pr from its daily allotment "to
supoort fighting patrols, pleonned raids, and for usc on
special opportunity targets.," (Ibid)

42, The regrouuing announced by General Simonds in the
second directive of 22 Nov was completed on schedule, and by
26 _Nov his plans for the operation ("SIESTA") to drive the
enemy from the eastern end of the Arnhem - Nijmegen island

had been forwarded to the Army:Commander, (Ibid, 2 Cdn Corps
Plan, Op "SIESTA"). With this task accomplished, General’
Simonds left his Headquarters on 28 Nov to fulfil an engage-
ment in the U.K. Maj-Gen L.G. Rennie, G.0.C., 51 (H) Div,
was appointed to command in his absence (W D.;, G.0O.C.~-in~C.
First Cdn Army, 25 Nov 44),

45. On 27 Nov one of the basic assumptions on which the
Corps plan for "SIESTA" was bﬂsed was upset by the sudden with-
drawal of 50 (N) Div into 21 .i\rmy Group reserve, (W.D.,

G.S. Ops, H.Q. First Cdn Army, Dccc mber 1944: Appx 124,

GO 2434 of 28 0145 from Exfor to First Cdn Army, referring

to GO 2422 of 27 12304). This division, which had a fine
racord. of, service in North Africa, Siclly and Italy and had seen
almost continuous action since D Day, was removed on 30 Nov,

its place in "C" sector being taken by 49 (W.R.) Div, (W.D.,
G.S., H.Q. 2 Cdn Corps, November 1944, Appx 3, Ops Log,

30 Nov 44, Serial 13), In this situation the Army Commander
considered making 4 Cdn Armd Div avallable to the Corps, &nd
General Simonds was accordingly requested to revise his plans °
with that ¢nd in view, (G.0.C.-in-C./First Cdn Army, File
1-0-4/1: Letter, Gen Crerar to A/Comd 2 Cdn Corps, 28 Nov 44;
and 1-0-7/10: Letter Gen Crerar to Comd 2 Cdn Corps, 28 Nov 41).
Before this matter was settled, however, certain other con-
ditions which were regarded as essential to the mounting of

the operation suddenly changed, and "SIESTA", 1like "SAILMAKER",
was indefinitely postponed, i

1 BRIT CORPS FRONT

44, Meanwhile, a similar programme of organization and
planning had been completed in 1 Brit Corps. In this case,
however, the basic problem of providing for the "aggressive
defensive". of the potential operational sector of the lower
Maas and the Hollandsche Diep was complicated by the necessity
for ensuring the seeurity of the static but decidodly. important
area of the Scheldt Estuary and the nort of Antwerp. 1l Brit
Corps had assumed this resoon31billty on 11 Nov, providing '
an interim garrison force from army resources then in the area.
These were 52 (L) Div, with under command 4 S.S. Bde, the
recently formed Dutch Independent Battalions, "Paris" and
"Rudolph Fassert", and 59 G.H.Q. Tps R.E. 4 S.S, Bde was,
however, to be evacuated from Walcheren as quickly as possible
and to be re-equipped prior to joining 2 Cdn Corps, while

52 (L) Div was required on the Maas to enable 4 Cdn Armd Div
to pass into Army reserve, With these .commltments in view
Lt-Gen Crocker, on 10 Nov, had 1ssued orders to the effect

that 52 (L) Div would concentrate at 3srgen-op-Zoom, leaving
one brigade on the island to provide for their defence and

to complete the clearing and opening of communications, the
marking of ‘ minofields, and certain other primary rehabllitation
tasks, This brigade would then be relieved by the Royal:
Netherlands Brigade, The latter was then under’ orders to
concentrate at Wuestwezel on 11 Nov, and to move to come

under 52 (L) Div command on the following day. (W.D:, G,
Ops, H.Q. First Cdn Army, December 1944: Appx 123, 1 Brit
Corps Op Instr No. 19, 10 Nov 44)
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454 Owing to the state of commmunicatlons between

Walcheren and the mainland, the evacuation of thc forces

then in occupation could not be accomplished at once, and

on 10 Nov General Crocker informed the G.0.C.-in-C, that

4 S,8, 2de could not be made available for despatch to

2 Cdn Corps before 21 Nov, (Tbid, Notes on dispositions of

1 3rit Corps with refercnce to defence of the Scheldt Estuary,
10 Nov 44), At the sare time, and at the request of the
G+0.C.-in-C., Sir John-outlined his views on the future
orgenization of the wholée Scheldt arca, - Pointing out that

the defenee of the Scheldt and the Dutch islands was "a .
permamont static’cormitment closely bound up with the defence
and working of the port of Antwerp," and one in which "large
naval and .i,A, interests were involved," ho emphasized that

the problem required "close detailed study and attention and,
above 2ll, continuity of command and control," His particular
concern in the matter was that his own command was stretched
along 2 "'100-mile front ith its right "closely related to the
mein and possible future subsidiary field operations" and its
left involved in the purely static defence of this "vital

L, of C, arca," He sugsested, therefore, that a scparate
operational command should be established under H.Q. L, of C,
and charged with tha defcocnce of Walcheren and North and ‘South
Beveland;” and that consideration should be given to the
guestion of making the defence of the south bank of the estuary
west of Antwerp a further scparate commitment directly under
HQ. L. of C, Later, "if and when" Schouwen was cleared, the
L, of C. boundary might be altered to include all of the main-
land and 1sland territory lying to the west of the line
Willemstad - Bergen-on-Zoom - iAntwerp. Sir John felt that

the Royal Netherlands Bde plus: the Independent Dutch Battalions
would constitute an adequate garrison force for theo three
~i1slands, but that the function of command should be given to
an A.,A. brigade in the arca, (Ibid). General Crerar approved
the Corps Commander's suggestions with respect to the creation
of a separate command for the Scholdt, and on 11 Nov, after
consultation with the C.-in-C., sent word to Lt-Gon Crocker
that Antwerp and the south bank of the estuary would cease

to be a commitment of First Cdn Army within a few days. He
added that 21 Army Gp was working on a plan to provide a similar
arrangenent for the island area as wecll and that he would not,
"in view of the semi-static role of 4 Cdn Armd Div, ask for
undue speed in this relief by 52 Div", but "that it could
probably be done by 15 Nov", (Ivid, pencilled annotations

of G.0.C,-in-C,, 11 Nov 44),

46, intwerp and the adjacent territory on the south bank
of the Scheldt passed to H.Q. L. of C. on 18 Nov, (Ibid,

GO 3 of 17 1700A, First Cdn Army to 1 Brit Corps). The
rclief of 4 Cdn Armd Div was, however, delayed considerably
bcyond the target date, 15 Nov, On 14 Nov General Crocksr
informed the G.0.C.'52 (L) Div.that the Army Commander had
decided that the cquivalent of one British infantry brigade
group should be retained for the defonce of Walcheren and
North and South Beveland in addition to the Royal Nctherlands
Brigade. 52 (L) Div, was, thérefore, to nominate a brigade for
this task, General Crocker stated, however, that 4 S.S., Bde
would succeed to this commitment when re-equipned, and that
it was hoped that the relief could begin in from seven to

ten days!' time, when the Brigade H.G§. plus two commandos
should be available, (Ibid, Letter from Comd 1 Brit Corps
to G.0.C. 52 (L) Div, 14 Nov 44). On the same day the Corps
Commander ordercd a second brigade of 52 (L) Div to move,

on 18 Nov, into the area 's Hertogenbosch - Tilburg where,

in Corps Reserve, it would be prepared to act in support er
under command of either 1 Pol Armd Div or 4 Cdn Armd Div as
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necessity required, (Ibid, 1 Brit Corps. Op.Instr No,.-21

4 Nov 44), 7ith this move 52 (L) Div was dsployed along
a wide front stretching from 's Hertogenbosch south-west to
Middelburg, with 155 Brigade on the right, in Corps Reserve,
157 Brigade in the centre, in the Divisional concentration
area at Bergen-op-Zoom, and 156 Brigade on the left in
Walcheren and the Bevelands, t

47 o By this time the Corps plans for the capture of
Schouwen were well advanced and it »as found that the. manpower
resources required for the operation conflicted with those
necessary to complete the deployment which the Army Commnander
had ordered in the Corps sector, The, Schouwen opcration
("SATLMAKER") was to be mounted by 52 (L) Div, which it was
estimated would require a minimum of four infantry battalions,
the complete dlivisional artillery, two field companies, one
beach group (to be found from divisional resources) anmd the .
divisional headquarters, Additional requirements were
tentatively estimated on 16 Nov at four flotillas of L.C.As.
and 30 L.C.Ts. The plan involved simultaneous assault landings
by two infantry battelions of 157 (L) Bde, The troops were to
be carried in L.Vs,T. *hich, in turn, were to be ferried from
the mainland in L.C.Ts. Preceded by ths heavy bombing of
coastal defence batteries, the assault would be supported by
the divisional artillery, its medium guns being deployed on the
island of North-Beveland, (Ibid, Karch 1945: Appx 123, Op
"SAILMAKER"; also First Cdn Irmy Liaison Offr Reports,

16-18 Nov 44),:- Early in the month the garrison of this
partially flooded island had been estimated at some 1000 troops,
of which approximately 350 were thought to be Armenians,

(AEF 44/First Cdn Army/L/F: First Cdn Army Int Summary

No, 132, 9 Nov 44), This estimate was revised, however, in
the light of information which was received on 16 Nov by means
of the direct telo-~comrunication which then existed between
Dutch resistance headquarters on the island and the mainland,
This source insisted that the Armenlan elements were in the
process of belng replaced by some 700 reinforcements, (AEF
44/First Cdn Army/C/H, Docket V: Liaison Offr Reports First
Cdn Army, 16-17 Nov 44). The target date for Operation
"SAILMAKER" was tentatively set at 15 Dec., (W.D.y G.S, Ops,
H.Q. First Cdn Army, karch 1945: Appx 123, Op "SAILM.AKER")

48, It was thought that some three weeks would be required
(a) for naval force "T" to assemble the necessary support and
transport craft and to clear the channels between the islands,
and (b) to deploy the medium artillery on North-Beveland,
Allowing for an additional week in which to stage the operation
and. to extricate the elements of the division involved, it was
observed that 52 (L) Div would not be available for the relief
of 4 Cdn Armd Dlv for some considersable time, (Ibid) .
Ais this matter was one of considerable concern to Army Head-
quarters, the Corps was offered the use of 4 S,S, Bde as an
alternative to 157 (L) Bde. (Ibid, November 1944: Appx 29,
GO 98, First Cdn .rmy to 1 Brit Corps, 16 Nov 44), This
offer did not, however, meet the situation envisaged in the
Corps plan, Large divisional resources were required in
addlition to an infantry strength beyond that of the S.S. Bde
and in any event the brigade was not expected to be ready for
active operations for some weeks. As late as 18 Nov, in
fact, only 1000 of 1ts troops were ready to take the fileld,
personal weapons alpne were avallable, and three-quarters of
its officers were new to the formation, (AEF 44/First Cdn
Army/C/H. Docket V: Liaison Offr Reports, 18 Nov 44),
Thus, when the Army Commander requested a provisional re-
grouping programme from the Corps which would provide for the
. desired relief of 4 Cdn Armd Div, he was informed that 52 (L)
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Div could not be made available for that purpose for some

three weeks, Considering the several circumstances involved,
the Army Commander decided that ‘"the requirements for the
proposed assault on Schouwen appearcd... to be -disproportionate
to the taectical advantage llkely to be gained by having the
island in our possession.'  On 20 Nov, after consultation
with the C.-in-C., he accordingly ordered the indefinite
postponement of the operation, (AEF 45/First Cdn Army/C.E:
Gen Crerar's Despatches to #lnister of National Defence,

31 Jan 44, para 13)

49, On the same day the delayed regrouping of 1 Brit Corps
was ordered (W.D., G.S. Ops, H.Q. First Cdn Army, November 1944:
Appx 70, Op Instr No, 463 Appx 100, 1 Brit Corps Op Instr

‘No, 22), 4 5.5. Bde being placed under Corps command to

relieve 156 (L) Bde in the Walcheren area, The garrison

of the thres islands was now to consist of 4 S.S. Bde with
under command the Royal Netherlands Bde and the two Dutch
independent battalions, and in support one squadron 5 Assault
Regt R.E. Once these reliefs were completed the responsibillty
for the defence of the area was to pass to H.Q. L. of C.
Command of the Lith - Raamsdonck sector on.the Maas passed

to 52 (L) Div on 26 Nov, and 4 Cdn Armd Div withdrew to the

's Hertogenbosch - Tilburg area in Army Reserve, On
Walcheren, 4 S.S. Bde assumed control on 27 Nov and on the
following day the district passed ta under command H.Q.

L., of Cy Three further developments before the end of the
month completed the organization of the Army's Jleft flank
sector, On 25 Nov 33 Armd Bde replaced 34 Tk Bde in the

1l Brit Corps reserve area at Etten.and established its
headquarters at Roosendaal; (Ibid, Aopx 93: GO 139, 1 Corps
to First Cdn: rmy, 28 0110A Nov 44); on 27 Nov the operational
command of the Dunkirk area reverted to 21 Army Gp, (Ibid,

Appx 83: GO 2363, Exfor to First Cdn rmy, 24 1410A Tov 44),
*and on 30 Nov the administrative "island" of Ghent - the

last Canadian Army commitment to the south of the Scheldt -~

was - taken over by H.Q, L, of C. (Ibid, Appx 119: GO 2477b,
Exfor to First Cdn Army, 30 1715A Nov 44)

CHANGES IN ENENY DISPOSITIONS, © - 30 NOV 44

50, During these threc weeks, 9-30 Nov, the.deployment
of the enemy formations along the 120-mile front of First Cdn
Army was subject to almost continuous change as divislon after
division was withdrawn from the area to reinforce the
threatened sector about Aachen and Venlo, At the beginning
of the period First Para Army, commanded by Generaloberst
Kurt Student, the victor of Crete and Cs-in-C, of the German
Paratroops, and Fifteenth Army, under von Zangen, were
deployed opposite 2 Cdn and 1 Brit Corps respectlively,
General Student's formation was known to contain 86, 2 Para,
and 2 S,.S. Pz Corps, but of this number 86 Corps was dis-
posed along the upper reaches of the Maass facing the left
wing of Second British Army. 2 Para Corps held the central
of Reichswald sector with twe inferior infantry divisions,
84 and 190, while 2 S,S. Pz Corps, on the right of the army
front, was responslible for containing the Arnhem - Ni jmegen
bridgehead. Within this corps sector, 363 Inf Div held the
island line from the Waal at Ochten north-east to Renkum on
the Neder-Ri jn. Beyond Renkum 10 S.S. Pz Div controlled
the Arnhem sector and the eastern end of the island to the
Waal near Ghent, The resources of each of these divisions
were estimated at the equivalent of the normal strength of

- five battalions each, The continued presence of 10 S,S. Pz
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in the bridgehead was, however, a matter of some doubt, It
was over-duc for relief, and evidence of movement in its
sector on 9 Nov, plus the fact that its sister formations
(1, 2, 9, and 12 S.S. and the Panzer Lghr le) were known to
be-‘refitting under Sixth Panzer Army in the Paderborn arca,
suggested that this relicf might have ungun. (AEF 44/First
Cdn Army/L/F, Docket I: Int Summary No. 132)

51 Concerning Fifteenth .irmy, 67 and 88 Corps, and the
decimated divisions which they had succeeded in evacuating to
the north bank of the Maas, the Information available on 9 Nov
was based largely upon civilian sources and was by no means
complete, 88 Corps had been identified to the west of Tiel,

- but of its components, 09, 712, and 256 Divs, the only evidence
at hand concerned the latter, which was tentatively placed in
the Tielerwaard, between the Waal -~ Merwede junction and

Herwi jnen. Agsuming, however, that 256 Div was responsible
for the right flank of 88 Corps, 1t was -thought probable

that 712 and 59 Divs might have been assigned to the
Bommelerwaard and the Neder-Setuwe, thus completing the gap
between 256 Div and the western linit of 363 at Ochten,

The nosition of 67 Corps wes even morc obscure, It was

knorn to have evacuated 85, 245, 346, 711, and 719 Divs but,
on the other hand, it was q')ﬂrmchatcd that the line from the
Merwede through the Land van altena and the Blesbosch west

to the coast scarcely required 'so great an array of divisions,
Army Intelligence commented upon this difficulty as follows:
"Some side-stepping or reshuffling is bound to take place

with the result that savings will be effected on the Waal
which will be spent to better advantage nearer home,"

(Ibid). In the flooded islands of Schouwen and Ovarflakee
clvilian sources placed garrisons of 1000 and 400 respectively.
A high proportion of Armenian troops was reported in both
garrisons, (Ivid)

52. If Fiftecenth "»my proved somewhat of a puzzle to our
Intelligence experts, the salient facts concerning the enemy's
general position in the west were straightforward enough,

The dominant feature of the moment was "the ever=-growing
concentration of Germen air and ‘and po” r to the west - of the

Rhine for the defence of the Ruhr. (Ibid). In this area
there was "every evidence" that the enemy was "inviting or
accepting the challenge of & major battle," (Ibid). On
the northern flank of the Canadisn Army, Holland was of .
manifold importance to the eneny, It was a last bulwark

to his homeland, the last land barrier to the line of the
Rhine. It was also a substantial part of the little that
roemained of his conquests snd from 1t he could continue to
squeeze produce and labour, Finally it was his last base
for the "V" offensive against Britain, For the defence
of this important area the enemy had disvésed some 100,000
troops, of which approximately 50,000 beclonged to the
defeated Fifteenth Army, while another 30,000 tbo 40,000
were employed 1n a static role, presumably under General
Christiansen, who had for some time past been C,-in=C,,
Holland., - The.balance belonged to the divisions in the
Arnhem area, The Army intelligence .summary for 9 Nov
concluded: _

It will be seen that there are gaps in our
knowledge at the moment, His main position

is building up in the Waal with outposts pushed
forward to the Maas, but the troops to occupy

them are not as yet tidily arranged,

(Ibid)




534 On 12 Nov the daily inbtelligence summary struck

& somevhat despondent note with the comment "the short days,
overcast sky and waste of water:between ourselves and the
enemy render it difficult to assess his intentions..."

(Ibid, No, 135), Information continued to come in, none-
the-less., On 14 Nov it was reported that a captured map
dated some two weeks earlier had confirmed the susvected
enemy deployment in the bridgehead sector, (Ibid, No., 137),
and on the following day valuable clues to the situation in
the 88 Corps sector were obtained when a farmer, working in
his fields near Dongen, picked up a bundle of documents which
were found to contain the 88 Corps operation instruction for
"DOPPELSPRUNG" (the withdrawal across the Maas), (Ibid, No,138)

54, Thus, by 17 Nov the puzzle was beginning to appear

less formideble, * 4 new army group, "North", commanded by
General Student from a headquarters near Hilversum, was now
reported to control von Zangen's army and First Para Army.

The former had his headquarters at Utrccht, while the headquartas
of First Para Army was thought to be a few miles north of
Anholt, The exact location of enemy headquarters was not
casy, However, particularly since thoy appear to have adopted
the policy of moving svery cight to ten days following tho
success of a heavy air attack on known headquarters' locations
earlier in the month, Of the divisions, 256 and 59 of

88 Corps were now reported side by side on the Waal, with the
‘gap between 59 and 363 still unfilled, while 712 Div had
appeared,in Army roserve, "as a shadowy form in the Culamborg...
sector," 67 Corps had also been identificd, being reported

on the north bank of Hollandsch Diep from Kop Van't Land to
Hellevoetsluis, with a probable headquarters ncar Gouda,

(Ibid, No., 140). 711 Div appeared to be "fairly certain"

*in the sector betweecn the Waal - llermede junction and
Dordrecht, with 331 Div on its right in charge of the islands
and the coastal ssctor south-west of Rotterdam, 85 was
reported from ground sources to be near Dordrecht, 245 appeared
"1ikely" on the north bank of the Waal betwesn 711 and :

346 Divs, while 719 had been located "by sign-posts™ "in the
very general area of Gouda," Schouwen was being reinforced -
"eclearly the enemy are strengthening the islands with a view to
putting up a stubborn resistance should it come to a show-
down" - and it secmed probable that 346 Div might be in the
process of replacing 331 ("never an effective fighting force')
in this area, (Ibid)

95 Three days later, elements of 10 S.S, Pz Div had been
identified north of Emmerich, and there were indicatlons -of

a possible move by portions of 245 and 85 Divs of Fifteenth
Army, (Ibid, No, 143). On 21 lov, prisoner of war sources
confirmed the presence of 711 Div to the north of Geertruidenborg
and that of 712 Div to the west of Tiel, (Ibid, No. 144).

On 25 Nov, the first definite evidence of the dlspersal of
Fifteenth Army was received with the identification of 256 V.G.
Div in Alsace, (Ibid, No. 148), 71S Div seemed to be
involved in this movement as well, since cilvilian reports

had it that the division had left its former H.Q. on 15 Nov,
apparent confirmation of the relief of 331 by 346 Div was

also received on 24 Nov in a report that the Divisional
Headquarters had returned to its former location in Oud

Bel jerland, (Ibvid)

56, Evidence of the dispersal not cnly of Fifteenth Army,
but of 2 S.S. Pz Corps as well, continued to accumulate, and
by 2 Dec a decided change in the enemy picture was aprarent.
General Schlemm, an able paratroop commander who had fought
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with distinction in Italy, nom appeared as the coimander of
First Para Army, Fifteenth Lirmy had disappearecd, presumably
leaving in 1ts former area the troops commranded by  the

Ce-in-C. Holland, 88 Corps remained active in the central
sector, but of 67 there was no news whatsoever, Of the
divisions, 10 S.S., 245, 256, and 363 had made thelr. appearance
elsewhere, two to the north of Strasbourg and two to the north-
east of Aachen, The enemy front opposite our lines apneared
then to be held from {oury right to left by 190, 84, 6 Para

(in the "waterlogged shoes of 10 S.S." at Arnhem), an unknown,
712, 711, and 346, Only four divisions of Fifteenth Arny
remalned to be accounted for: 331, 719, 59 and 85, but of
these evidence mas at hand which suggested that 331 and 719

had left Utrecht by rail on 23/24 Nov, and that 85 had also
moved eastwards, 59 Div had not been reported sinee 19 Nov,
(Ibid, No., 155)

S7.4 A1l this information led to revised aonoreciation of the
enenmy's intentions with respect to our front, -The "thinning
out" 'of the area to the west of Tiel suggested that he
intended to garrison the formidable barriers of the Waal, the
Maas, and the Hollandsch Diep with minimym forces, while the
maintenance of his two~division deployment against our bridge-
head forces, and the pronounced stiffening of his A.,A., defence
in the area, together with the presence of 26 Para Div in

thé Arnhem salient, indicated not only an intention to hold

in this sector, but possibly to initiate offensive operaulons
against the Nijmegen bridges. (Ibid).

B3, Meanwhile, activity on both sides of the front had
conformed to the normal pattern of static warfare - an
unexciting round of patrols and H.F, and C,B, shoots varied

by training exercises and local reliefs, carried out, in this
Instance, in a seemingly endless gloom of overcast skies, mud,
and rain. Only on infrequent occasions did the excitement of
even a minor rald serve to relieve the monotony, There were,
however, a number of events of operational interest 1in the
period, Surveying enemy activity for the week 9-16 Nov,

the Army intelligence authorities concluded:

It seems abundantly clear that the snemy 1s
like a spirited and skilled but tiring boxer,
Until you knock him out he will continue
fighting, will get up when he 1s knocked down,
and when left to himself will come at you
again, We see something of this in his
renewing activities before us. The mines

or boats at Nijmegen, the shelling of
Geertruldenberg, his activities (against
partisans) in the Biesbosch, the new guns at
Port Prins Frederik, and the reinforcement of
Schouwen, all remind us that he'!s still in

the ring., :
_ (Ibid, No. 139)
59, The events of the following fbrtnight seemed to

confirm this view, On 18 Nov the long quiescent Dunkirk
sector achieved a minor headline with the report that an
engmy force, preceded by a heavy artillery and mortar
preparation, had issued from the invested fortress to make
two attacks against the Czech nositions at koerdijk. Neither
attack was successful, (Ibid, No. 141), A week later
Zeeland was in the news., On 24 Nov fifteen Armenian deserters
from Schouwen volunteered the information that we had been
expected to attack the island during the preceding week.
(Ibid, No. 148 and No. 149), Early on the following morning




"a sea~borne invasion of Noord Beveland" suggested that the
enernly was still concerned about our' intentions in this
sector, The 'invasion' effort turned out to be a clumsily
mounted raid by some 30 troops of 40 Einsatz Kommando who
had been briefed .to discover our garrison strength in men
and tanks, and to destroy the harbour installations-of

Colil jnsplaat, The officer commamding the raid was killed
shortly after the landing and 25 of his party were captured.
(Ibid), With this incident, Zeeland receded once more .into
the obscurity of its November fogs and rain,

60, In the Reichswald, 2 and 3 Cdn Inf Divs during the
week 19-25 Nov had initiated an "agressive local activity"

by battle patrols in ordcr: to dominate the extensive no-man's-
land opposite their F.D.Ls, (AEF 44/2 Cdn Inf Div/C/F: Hist
Offr Weekly and Monthly Summaries of Ops; &and the same for

3 Cdn Inf Div), Little resoonse was forthcoming from the
enemy, however, until the night of 27/28 when his patrols v
ventured into the disputed area - with the result that our

own troops secured identification from 84 Fus Bn and 1051 G.R.
of 84 Inf Div, (AEF 44/First Cdn Army/L/F, Docket I: First
Cdn Army Int Summary No. 151). Valuable evidence of the
enemy's interest in this sector was provided by two deserters
from 1052 G.R. who were brought into our lines the same

night, and who told that 20 days' leave had been promised to
patrols which were successful in bringing in Allied prisoners.
(Ibid). During the two nights 28/29 Nov and 30 Nov/1 Dec,
fTghting patrols of the R, de Chaud and the Q.0,R, of C.,
attempted to galn control of a small area in front of the

8 Cdn Inf Bde sector in squares 7660-7661, but were driven
back by very heavy enemy M.G. firo, (AEF 44/2 C,I.D. and

3 C.I.D./C/F, Docket I: Hist Offr Reports, 2 and 3 Cdn Inf
Divs, 26 Nov - 2 Dec 44), A corps H,F., programme fired

from each sector in rotation between 24 and 28 Nov failéd to
produce any satisfactory reply from the enemy guns, (First
Cdn Army LO's Reports, 26 Nov; and AFRF 44/2.Cdn Corps/C/H:
Ops Log, 24-28 Nov 44) :

61, In the bridgehead salient, enemy action against the

Ni jmegen bridges began early on the afternoon of 15 Nov, when
two floating mines escaped the vigilance of the watchers on
the banks of the Waal, The first exploded against the naval
boom, while the second - "an innocent-looking log" - blew a
500-foot gap in the barge bridge up-stream from the mein
bridges. (First Cdn Army LO's Reports, 16 Nov 44), During
the night 20/21 Nov the boom was again breached by 'a floating
mine, (Ibid, 21 Nov 44; note sketch of bridge defences
appended), These attempts resulted in an important
strengthening of the river defences of the bridges, By 21 Nov
an anti-personnel pontoon boom was in place up-stream, anti-
personnel pontoon "necklaces" had been constructed round the
bridge pilers, and a naval net installed between the anti-
personnel boom and the road bridge, The barge bridge was

not replaced, but assembled ready for use on the banks betwesn
the road and rail bridges. (Ibid)

62, The potential ssriousness of these or similar attacks
on the bridges was overshadowed, however, by the existence of
another threat to the tenure of our position 4in the 8alient,
Early in the month the waters of the Neder-Rijn and Waal had
begun to rise, and it was known that once the rivers rose
above 9,5 meters the position of our garrisdn troops might

be Jeopardized, either by a natural increase in the flood -

in 1923, when the waters reached a height of thirteen meters
and overflowed the dykes, only the two forts guarding Ni jmegen
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and the Nijmegen - Arnhem highway had remained above water
(Ibid, 13 Nov 44) - or by enemy action against the dyke

system above or below Arnhcm. Evacuation plans devised to
mset elther contingency were alrcady a part of the permanent
defence scheme for the sector. Issued by 30 Corps on 22 Oct
as operation "NOAH", these plans provided for a normal with-
drawal in the face of e¢nemy action (a2) to an intermediate
position on the general line Bemmel - Elst - Valburg - Herveld,
and (b) to thec south bank of the Waal. ~ A close bridgehead
which would include the Nijmegen forts and the northern
approaches to the bridges was, however, to be held at all
costs, In order to avold overcrowding on the evacuation
routes during the operation, the evacuation of the civilian
population was to prececde that of the troops. Danger warnings
were to be 1ssued in code as the necessity arose, 1.e. "WATER
WINGS" would mean "a marked rise in the level of the rivers":
"SPRING TIDE" - "flood conditions"; and "DELUGE" - "the
breaching of the dykes", 1In the event an attack on the bridges
coincided with the development of an emergency on the:island,
the evacuatlion of the garrison would be facilitated by the

use of a barge bridge and some 45 D,U.,K.Ws., (W.D., G:S., H.Q.
First Cdn Army, March 1945: Appx'116, 30 Corps Op "NOAH";

also First Cdn Army LO's Reports 12 Nov 44)
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63, At 0545 hours on thec morning of 12 Nov the water level
at Nijmegen reached 9.58 meters and ~as reported rising fast,
(2 Cdn Corps, Ops Log, 12 Nov 44), At 0845 hours the :
evacuation of the civilian population in the Elst and Bemmel
areas was ordered for the morning of 13 Nov; (Ibid, Serial 16)
and at 1100 and 1430 hours the code words "WATER WINGS" and
"SPRING TIDE" were flashed to all formations in the sector,
(Ibid, Serials 18 and 27). With the development of this
threat a pronounced increase in the shelling on its entire
front, particularly in the area of Elst, was recported from

50 (N) Div. (Ibid, 16 Nov 44)

64, Further enemy action did not materialize, however,
and between 13 Nov and 2 Dec approximately 12,000 civilians
and several thousand head of cattle were removed from the
island, By agreement with the Dutch authorities some three
to four thousand males remeined in the area to look after
stock, property, and crops, and 2 Cdn Corps undertook to
transport sufficient labour into the area daily to complete
the harvest, (W.D., C,A., First Cdn Army, December 1944:
Appx 4, Weekly Reports), Meanwhile the water had continued
to rise, On 12 Nov the F.D.Ls. of the S,D. & G. Highrs to
the east of N jmegtn had had to be withdrawn (2 Cdn Corps,
Ops Log, 12 Dec 44), and on 13 Nov 12 K.,R,R.C, reported that
in the "Westérn Approaches" the area immediately west of
Drutten was flooding rapidly, (Ibid, 15 Nov 44), Flooding
in these areas was not serious, however, and attention
roemained concentrated on the bridge approaches and the threat
to the eastern end of the island, By 16 Nov the river
levels reached 11,70, (Ibid, 16 Nov 44), then began to drop,
Three days later i1t secemed that the crisis might have passed
when the level of 11 meters was recorded (Ibid, 19 Nov 44),
but by 24 Nov the waters were rising again, (Ibid, 24 Nov 44).
On 29 Nov they stood at the dangerous level of 12,71 meters
(Ibid, 29 Nov 44), At this stage the Maas was also flowing
at unusually high levels and up-stream , in the area of Cuyk,
the Camerons of C. were forced to withdraw into the adjoining
sector of the S, Sask R, (2 Cdn Inf Div, Hist Offr!s Summary,
26 Nov - 2 Dec 44)




65, During the last few days of the month the relief

of 101 U.S. Alrborne Div by 51 (H) Div had beecn in progress,
The bulk of this division was removed from the island by
storm boat ferry botween 24 and 27 Nov, During the two days
25-26 Nov, ~hen the river lavel had passed the 12 meter mark,
4,100 men were carried across the swollen Weal, (2 Cdn Corps,
Ops Log, 26 Hov 41, Serial 18). - During the night 23/24 Nov
the enemy paid 101 Airborne the somewhat dubious compliment
of a farewell salute by shelling its headquarters,. (First
Cdn Army LO's Reports 24 Nov 44), On 28 Nov 49 (W.R.) Div
began to move into the salient to relieve 50 (N) Div; which,
after many weeks on the island, was moving into 21 Army Gp
reserve. .

66, Enemy aircraft, after a fortnight's inactivity,
suddenly apeared over the 3 Cdn Inf Div sector on 26 Nov-'and
dropped four bombs which caused 13 casualties to the S.D. & G,
Highrs and eight to units of the divisional artillory. - (Ibid,
27 Nov 44), Throe days later there was another small
"incident" when three bombs caused five casualties to personnel
of 33 A. Tk Bty.  (AEF: -44/2 Cdn Inf Div/C/H: Ops Log,

29 Nov 44)., Rocket activity, too, increased at this time,
Twelve V-1ls were observed over the Corps area on 27 Nov

(2 Cdn Corps, Ops Log, 27 Nov 44), and "numerous rocket
launchings" were reported by the Recce Group on 30 Nov,

(Ibid, 30 Nov 44)

67 . 3y the end of the month thc general atmosphere in the
Reichswald and in the bridgehead sallient was tense with the
expectancy of Impending operations, The enemy had proved
himself on the alert, and on 24 Nov his military commentator,
Sertorius, had broadcast:

In the northern sector of the western front,
flghting between the Maas at Venlo and the
eastern outskirts of the Huertgen forest at
Duren has more and moro condensoed into a single
battle. It must hourly be expected to extend
into the Ni jmegen area,

(AEF/First Cdn Army/L/F, Docket I:
First Cdn irmy Int Summary No, 148,
25 Nov 44

As Novenmber ended word was rceceived that the first Allied

convoy had entered the harbour of Antwerp on the 28th¥

(SHAEF, Weekly Int Summery No. 37, Part III: 2 Dac 44},

On the last two days of the month the Supreme Allied Commander
visited formations and units of 1 Brit Corps, Corps Headquarters,
84 Gp R.A.F., and Main Headquarters First Cdn Army (W.D.,
G.0.C.=in-C. First Cdn Army, 29 Nov 44),

68, The expected attempt against our positions in the
bridgehead salient began on the afterncon of 2 Dec, At
1300 hours the German artillery opened up with a seriss of
abnormally intensive concentrations, (¥w.D., G.S.,H.Q, First
Cdn Army, December 1944: Appx 125, "Highlights of Ops",

3 Dec 44) and, at approximatsly 1710 hours, the dykes on
the south bank of the Neder-Rijn were breached near the
Arnhem railway bridge, AEF: 44/2 Cdn Corps/C/H: Sitrep
05 0420A Dec 44),  Despite counter-battery fire from our
orn guns, the enemy contimued his concentrations .throughous

& The Canadian built "Fort Cataraqui" was the first ship
berthed, -
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the night and the early hours of the following morning,
(¥#.D., H.Q. First Cdn irmy, December 1944: Appx 125,
"Highlights of Ops"). Meanwhile the waters of the Neder-
Ri jn spread steadily across the island, \g at last light
5 Dee the floods had advanccd south to the area of Elst and
west to Zetten, Inundating an area of some 15 to 20 square
miles, (Pirst Cdn Army Int Summary No. 156, 3 Dec 44)

"OFFENSIVE DEFENCE"

69, The e

Ve tion of the forvard tr(sps of 51 (H) an
49 (W.R.) Divs

a

egan &t once and proceedel according to plan,

At the same timc precautionary mecasures against a sudden

attack by 6 Para Div on -the Nijmegen brldges were put into
offect., In th: &9 (%.R.) sector on the,right, 2 Gloucesters
had been evacuated to the south bank of the .aal and the

balance of 56 (W.,R,) Bde concentrated in the arca Immediately
to the west of Elst when, (2 Cdn Corps Sitrep, 04 0255A Dec 44),
in the early hours of 4 Dec, II and III/16 Para Regt, supportod
by one company of 6 Para Div A. Tk Bn attacked the F.D.,Ls. of

7 D.MW.R. (Duke of wellington's Regt) of 147 Bde ncar the
village of Halderen. Some initial penetration was achieved,
but =ith thc assistance of tanks of 11 R.S.F. (Royal Scots
Fusiliers) the situation was rostored at a cost to the
attacking force of approximately 50 dead and soms 110 prisorners.
(First Cdn Army Int Summery No. 157, 4 Dec 4i). From the
latter - who were, for the most part, young paratroops who

had little or no experience in an infantry role - it was
learned that the infantry attack had been intended as & cover
for an attempt by & special englncer demolition section

against the hijmbgun bridgas, All in all, the attack was

not an impressive affdir, being "111- conceived and poorly
executed," (Ibid, No, 160, 7 Dec 4%4), The attacking

troops were poorly 'trained dnd inadequately briefed, the

rtillery bqrrﬁa( which was to have prece 3ded the attack was

tvn minutes late and proved ineffective, and the engineer
section involved never got off the ground. (Ibid, No, 162,

9 Dac 44), The solid fact thet an attack had been made,
however, coupled with the breaching of the dykes, and

evidence from Tactical Reconnaissance that the whole area

of 6 Parg Div was sctive with flak and ground movement
suggested that General Schlemm was "inaugurating his regime
with a show of vigor which may extend to other parts of his
front " (Ibid, No. 157, 4 Dec 44)

70, After the Halderen attack the sector of 49 (W.R.)
Div stabilized very quickly, and further evacuation proved
unnecessary, although on 5 Dec the flood waters overflowed
the banks of the Linge to the west of Elst and spread south
toward Herveld, (Ibid, No, 158, 5 Dcc 44), Ih the left
sector the situation was more serious, 152 (H): Bde had
bsen evacua pd on 3 Dec, (2 Cdn Corps Sitrcps, 4-6 Dec 44),
155 Bde less one battaslion on 4 Dec, (Ibid), and on 5 Dec
the tvo brigades were followed by H.Q. 51 (H) Div and one
battalion of 154°Bde, (Ibid). The division concentrated
in the area St Michielsgestel - Dinther south-east of
's Hertogenbosch, with its headquarters at Hooge Heide,
(Ivid, W.D. , H.Q. First Cdn Army, December 1944: Appx 125,
"Highlights of Ops", 6 Dec 44), 154 (H) Bde less 7 A, & S.H,
but including 5/7 Gordons of 153 Bde, remained on the island
(First Cdn Army LO's Reports, 5-6 Dec 44), adjusting its
positions to meet ths increasing severity of the flood, By
5 Dec the waters liad pourzd through & second breach blown
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slightly -to the west of Randwi jk on 3 Dec, to flood the
scctor as far west as Kesteren and from Kesteren south
across the neck of land between the rivers to Ochten.

(First Cdn Army Int Summery Fo. 158, 5 Dcc 44), Hore,

n the line of ‘the Do Linie dyke the waters were halted
only to back up against the dyke wall and to flood the
arca on the north bank of the Waal east to Dodewaard.
(Ibid, No, 159, 6 Dsc 44), The De Linie dyke was 1tself
blown on 7 Dec, and by last light on the following day the
flocods had extended further west to within 1000 yards of
Buren, (Ibild, No. 160, 7 Doc 44)

31 On 6 Dec 154 (H) Bde came under command 49 (W.R.)
Div, and the latter assumed full responsibility for the
security of the shrunken bridgehead, (2 Cdn Corps Sitreps,

6 Dec 44)
23 On 8 Dec Scrtorious assessed the value of the floods
to the Wehrmacht; "The blowing up of the dykes of the

lower Rhine has," he said, "if not wholly destroyed,
certainly greatly reduced the walue of Nijmegen bridgehead as
a strategic starting point for an attack, The area between
the Waal and the Neder-Rijn can be used no longer as &n
assecnibly area... and a major attack toward the Zuider 2Zce

or Oldenburg has .thus become impossible." (First Cdn Army
Int Summary No, 161, 8 Dec 44) '

734 For the greater part of the next fortnight there
was little change in the flood situation, .The river level
at Nijmegen remained above 12 meters until 17 Deg, but it
had dropped to 10,34 'by 24 Dec. (2 Cdn Corps Sitreps,

8~24 Dec 44), Operational activity, too, seemed to have
reverted to the November pattern of patrol actions, artillery
exchanges, and local regrouping., In thls period, however,
the almost nightly contests in the no-man's-land opposite
both corps sectors were conducted with a sharpness and

vigor which reflected the intention of First Cdn Army to
rogume active operations at an early date,

4, During ‘the night 7/8 Dec a raid by one company of

the R.H.C., supported by artillery and mortar fire, on 753518
in the Knaphelde - Grafwegen area opposlte the sector of

5 Cdn Inf Bde, inflicted on the enemy the loss of one prisoncr
from 1224 GR and 27 casualties in killed and wounded against
our own casualties of one killed and 20 wounded. (First
Cdn Army LO's Reports, 8 Dec 44). Two nights later a patrol
of 2 Gloucesters fought a successful skirmish in the area
east of Elst over the remains of a derelict aircraft which

ad been used by the enemy as an C,P., toock 13 prisoners and
killed six paratroops from 1/16 Para Regt without cost in

own casualties, (Ibid,; 10-11 Dec 44). During the night
12/13 Dec, in the sector of 3 Cdn Inf Div, a patrol of the
N. Shore R,, after killing an enemy party in-a house in the
open fields to the west of Wyler, became involved in a
minature battle and withdrew from the area without loss under
cover of a battery D.F. task, (3 Cdn Inf Div, Hist Offr's
Summary, 1l0-16 Dec 44), On the following night & patrol of
the Regina Rif, preceded by "unusually heavy artillery support",’
raided Eind jeshof farm, south of Erlekom, but suffered nine
tasualties to heayy machine gun fire and were forced to with-
draw, (Ibid). Early on the morning of 17 Dec an encmy
patrol supoorted by artillery captured a platoon position

of the R, 0.R, of C. Our own nlatoon withdrew after.
suffering casualties of eleven wounded and six missing, but
the vosition .was retaken before first light 19 Dec, (Ipid
Week 17-23 Dec: and First Cdn Army LO's Reports, 17 Dec 44




75 Tn the western nortion of the island scctor patrols

of 49 ('7.R.) and 51 (H) Divs brought in five prisoncrs from

13 Para Regt on the night 15/16 Decc.  (Ibid, 16 Dec =%).

In the reconnzissance group scctor in the "Western ip aches",
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which patrolled the south 92'k of the
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epposite end of the front, in the

Cin Inf Div sector, an
attempt by the Fus M.R. to obtaln s

17/18 was unsuccessful, (Ibid, 17-18 Dec 44). Early ’n
the morning of 20 Dec, howsver, the S, Sask R. secured an
{dentification from 1225 G.R. of 190 Div, (2 Can Inf Div,
Hist Offr's Sunmary, Wesek 17-23 Doc 44)

76. From this source it was learned that 86 Corps, with
1ts headquarters at Kappeln, now controlled the Reichswald
with on the right 84 Inf Div, and on the left 190 Inf Div,
(First Cdn Army Int Summary No, 173, 20 Dec 44), In the
rnhem - Nijmegen salient the results of our patrol efforts
iuring th;~ period indicated that Pera Div alone oppose

our forces in place of the two divisions which had pr:viousT"
shared th;s sector,

 or 4 It had been anticipated that, following the breaching

of the dykes of the Neder-Rijn, the enemy might seek to reduco
his commitment in the poldbp-19nd between the Waal and the
Maas, opposite the sector of 1 Brit Corps, by flooding the
arcas around Tiel and those 1mL diately south of Zaltbormel

and Gorinchem, (Ibid, No. 186, 3 Dec 44). Movement and _
domolitions in the Tiel - Ophemert scctor between 10 and 12 Dec
seemed to confirm this view, (Ibid, No, 164, 11 Dec 44) , but
the othsr areas in question remained unaffected, Similar

tho possibility of an attempt against the dykes on the Maas
north of 's Hertogenbosch lcd to the WIQU“P&thM of plans

for the evacuation of the civilian populations from the
district Heusden - 's Hertogenbosch - V1ijmen. (WaDus GoSas
H.Q. 1 Brit Corps, 6 and 9 Dec 44; and WDy GeSey HoQo

4 Cdn Armd Div, Dccomber 1914), The snemy, however, appeared
content with the existing water barriers in thils area, A
number of the river villages - Lith, Empel, Engelen, Housden,
and Lage Zaluwe - had been evacuated on an earlier occasion

but tnb conditionine factors were then impending opecrations

and their exposure to enemy actlion, (¥.D., C.i., First Cdn
Ariy, January 1945: Appx 6, Monthly Report, December 1944)

78, On 1 Dec 4 Cdn Armd Div rcturncd to its former
positions in the Lith - Raamsdonk sector, and 52 (LJ Inf Div
passed from under command First Cdn 4rmy "to enable Second
3rit Army to carry out en operation then being plan*wa

against the enemy salient botween Helnsberg and Roermond."
(Gen Crerar's Despatch, 31 Jan 45, para 18)

79 “Afnwnﬁl,, patrol activity in the Corps sector had
conformed to the general pattern of similar operations in

2 Cdn Corps. In this case, however, the existence of a
formidable water barrier batween our own nositions and those
of the enemy, a2nd the thin daplo*h;nt of our forces = from

11 Nov two divisions plus a small ad hoc force based on

18 Cdn Armd C, Regt had held a front some 70 miles in length -
added considerably to the strain and hardship of the patrol
routine. The small contact patrols which were maintained

at night between our "idely seperated F.D.Ls, groped thelr




way across a wintry waste of half-submerged ‘and half-
frozen river mezdows, and over long stretches of dykeland
and drainage ditches to meet their opt o*itg nurber, while
reconnalssance and fighting 'ﬁ“rols, after navigating the
swift current of the Maas in dark ,_su, ﬂod to cross &
similar no-man's-land on the far ba nk sfors thoy

ontact the eneny. Of 31 petrols -
the river between 1 and 22 DuC more

the crossing only to be £ xd back hJ
machine-gun fire or flares
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suprised near He
me 20 strong, and
Lowland patrol
tion was »,ntuWTl"
© %my patrol of 20 but =
lian line-crossers 2nd an 3
in our net. The latter belonged
Lwly-organiz d company which had moved into the rivcr line
a fow days earlier, They »cre unable to idcntify thoir
regiment but voluntecred th 1formation thﬁt they h»d been
sent to reconnoitre the Marecn ares (First
Reports 5-6 Doc 44). In the co o, a.sccond
ambushed a patrol of 7/9.R.S. ncer
wounded two, and withdrew with a probable fcour
(Ibid, 5 Dec 44). To the loft, a patrol of the A
of G, operating dlong the river bank north of Waalwilj
with a third enemy patrol, and had onec man wounded zfain
two ohemy believed killed, (Ibid; and W.D.y GeS.s; HRo
1 €dn Armd Div, 5 Dec 4%). In the sector of 1 Pol irnd
Div a fourth cnemy patrol was believed to have suffered
casualties during = bricf skirmish with a Polish patrol,
(First Cdn Army LO's Rc ports, 5 Doc 41), A total of six
wntr y1s ware thoucght to havc operated along the Corps
t night, (First Cdn Army Int Summary No, 188,
but of the fate of the remaining two definite
Oﬁ is not available,
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82. From 13 Dec the patrol programme of 4 Cdn ‘rmd Div
was intensified following the announcement that, in view
of the probavle futurc commitments, information concerning

encny strengths, defences, and disvositions, and the ground
conditions on the north bank of the Maas from including slcm
Island to including lunsterkerk would be required by 28 Dec.
Spceclal attention was to be paid to Alem Island, Dricl,
Heonzadriel, Hedel, .mmergzoden, Well, Ned:r Hamert, Genderen,

and Drongclen, (Ibid, Appx 7: Div Patrolling Policy,
13 Dec 44)., Implereonting this new policy, the Division's

patrols made a nunber of successful crossings during the
following week, e stablished forward listening posts, and
at least a limited right of tenancy to a factory at Kerkdriel
on Alem Island. (First Cin 4rmy ILO's Reports, 1:=-20 Dec 443
and W.D., G.S,, H.Q., 4 Cdn .sirmd Div, 14-21 Dec 44)

83, The information acquired through thls c¢ffort and from
all other sources during the veriod confirmed the presence in
the line of, from right to left, 712, 711, and 346 Infantry
Divisions, 712, howesver, was found to be holding a very
narrow sector to the wegst of Tiel, while 711, with the
assistance of Battalion Koch in the sub=-sector Hodel = St
indries, was stretched from rlem“Island to t he western
boundary: of the Blesbosch at the Marwede. In the coastal
sector, 346 Div was rcported on 13 Duc to.have increased the
garrison of Overflakkee to some 2,000 troops, of which 500
were /rmenians., To the north of* the Waal, 331 Div, the
"elusive" Division Tettau, a formation which continually
evaded a more precise definition, and 2 number of morc or
less anonymous paratroop formations wecre discerned, (First
Cdn Army Int Summariecs' Nos,, 169-172, 16-19 Duc 44)

8% As in the November period, cnemy activity in the air
was largely restricted to . hls use of V-weapons, F'or several
days prior to 10 Dec, however, single reconnaissance plancs

vere observed over the Nijmegen - 's Hertogenbosch area,

(Ibid, No., 163, 10:Dec 4%4), and on 17 Dec some 20 enemy
alrcraft were reported ovér the Lrmy front above Nijnmegen,
Grave, Tilburg, Jreda and Rooscndaal, Seven of the 20 wore
destroyed, (Ibid, No. 170, 17 Dec 443 and W.D., G.S. (Plans),
H.Q. FPirst Cdn .rmy December 1944: Appx 19, iinutes of

Morning Joint Conferences, 18 Dec 44)

|

FOUNDATIONS FOR OPERATION "VERITABLEY

88% Sy mid-Decerber the troops of First Cdn Arwmy had

been employed in a secmi-static role for more than six weeks,
At Arrmy Headquarters, meanwhile, the Planning Section of the
General Staff hed been preoccupied with the theme of future
operations, In accordance with the C,-in-C.'s directive

of 2 Nov, plans had been preparcd for four specific operations:

(2) an attack by 1 Brit Corps to capture’ the
Island Schouwen, ‘in Operation "SLILMAKER";

(b) an attack by 2 Cdn Corps against tho eneny
positions in the eastern sector of the
Betuwe -' "SIESTA"; or '

(c) altecrnatively, an assault crossing of the
Neder-Rijn direct on ipeldoorn - "WALLSTREETY
and '

we




(d) an offensivc operation by First Cd Army
to be launched south-ecast of Nijmegcn
against the enemy nosltions between the
Maas and the Rhinc in the Reichswald -
"VERIT.ABLE",

85, "SATLFAKER" was indefinitely nostponed on 20 Kov,

and by 5 Dec the flooding of the Butuwe had rendered both
operations planned for that scctor impracticablc, These were
Corps operations, howover, and since 17 Nov, whon the Chief
of Staff announced to his morning conference that the "likely
direction" of the next major operations of First Cdn Lrmy
wo.ld be to the south-cast of Nijmogen and dirceted that
branches and sections should consider this plan a first
priority (W¥.D., G.S. (Plans), H.Q, First Cdn .rmy, Novembor 194l:
Appx 8, Minutes, 17 Nov 44), tho possibility of an .rmy show
had dominated our Planning headquartors, At the end of
Novenmber an early resumption of large-scalc operations was not
considered probable, but shortly after 1 Doc it apneared

"that First Cdn Army would be called upon to undertaks a

ma jor offensive operation considerably carlier than had b
intended.,,", (Gen Crerarts Deosnateh, 31 Ja 5, para 19)

and the planning for QOpecration "VZERIT SIE" was accordingl
accclerated, On 6 Dcc it -vas decided that H.Q., 30 Corps .

and 30 Corps Troops, three British infantry divisions, one
British armourecd division, rfour independent tank and armoured
brigades, and four A.G.R.As. would bo added to the rcsources
of First Cdn irmy for the purposcs of tho' opcration, that the
resoconsibllity for launching the attack would be given to

90 Brit Corps, and that the total air support available to

2l Army Group would be provided. he target date vas to be
8s soon as possible after 1 Jan 45, (Ibid, para 20)

87 . H.Q. 30 Corps passed to under command First Cdn Army
on 13 Dec' and c¢stablished itself at Boxtel, (Ipid: and W.D.,
G.S., H.Q, First Cdn Army, Docember 1944: Appx 124, 30 Corps
to First Cdn Army, 13 2255A Dec 44). On the following day
the G,0.C.,~in-C, issued his first directive on Opsration
"VERITABLE",

88, The full story of Overation "VERIT.3IE" is not

proporly within the scope of the present Report (Sce Report

Nos 155). The role allotted to 1 Brit Corps, howaver, and

the large-scale movemcnt and regrouning which woro necessary to
bring the assault formations into the line, neccssarily had
their effect upon the normal routine of the period,

89, Briefly stated, the task allocated to 1 Brit Corps was
the implementation of the "VERIT'ZBLE" cover nlan, The
'story! which this nlan was intcnded to convey to the eneny
was that 12 U.S. Army Group was tal g over a portion of

21 Army Group sector to cnable the isions of 30 Brit Corps
to rest and refit, Political pr howcver, dictated an
carly attempt to secure the libver: north Holland and,
with that end in view, First ! Arm ad reccived instructions
to commence preparations for : ssing ) Maas and the
Waal along the axis 's Hertogenbos e For this
purpose the rested divisions of 30

an allied airborns corvs, were be made av a. to the
Canadian Headquarters, 7 oL 00 .C =1 1 Cdn Army,
December 1944: Apox 1, :

"WERITASBLE", paras

20, In gencral it was felt that the initial largc=scale
movement of the assault formations of 30 Corps and that of
four A.,G.R.As, through the scctor of 1 Arit Corps would
sustain this general conception. 1 Brit Corps was, howevcr,




to Initiate small-scale opcrations by which it would indicatc

a "positive intention and ambition in rcgards to the possession
of the 'Island! on sither side of the Hedel = Zaltbommel

road", (Ibid, paras 13-14)

91, The principal responsibility for the implementation
of the doception scheme was delegated to H.Q. 4 Cdn ..rmd Div
which, on 17 Dec, issued its outline plan for Oneration
"POUNCE". The object of this plan wass

Tto deceive the enemy into thinking that a
ma jor offensive is being mounted by First
Cdn Army to complete the liberation of
Holland on the gen axis Hadel - Zaltbommel =-
Utrecht thus forcing the retention in
Holland of forces which might be emp to
greater advantage elsewhere."

(4 Can ..rmd Div file 1-1/0ps
("POUNCEM"))

The method by which the object was to be achleved involved the
following developments:

(a) a simulated airborne landing north of
the River Waal:

(b) the concentration of amphiblous .vehicles
in the general areca 's Hertogenbosch =
Tilburg;

(¢) the concentration of considerable bridging
equipment in the general area 's Hertogenbosch;

(d) the digging of sufficient gun pits to indicate
the employment of approximately elght Div Artys
and two A.G.R.,As.; and

(¢) the establishment of a bridgehecad in the area
of Hedel, ostensibly to permit the construction
of a bridge or bridges across the Maas from
Crevecoeur to Hedel.,

The operation was to be mounted in late December or early in
Jamiary, depending on the date fixed for the opening of Operation
"VERITABIE", (Ibid). Thus it was that, on 13 Dec, H.Q.

4 Cdn Armd Div - "in view of probable future commitments" =-
ordered an intensification of its patrol programme and the
acquisition of certain information concerning the Alem -
Munsterkerk sector by 28 Dec.

' 92, While 1 Brit Corps thus pursued its plan for the
implementation of the deception cover, the physical preparations
for the coming offensive were in progress, 21 Army Group
approved the construction of two additional road bridges and

the 'decking' of the railroad bridge over the Maas in the
Ravenstein area on 14 Dec; (W.D., G.S., H.Q. First Cdn Arny,
December 1944: Appx 124, First Cdn Army to 2 Cdn Corps and

30 Corps 14 1520A Dec 44); the Schijndel - Veghel - Mill
rallway was re-opened for traffic on 16 Dec; %W.D., G.S.

(Plans), H.Q. First Cdn Army, December 1944: Appx 19: "Highlights of
Ops", 16 Dec 44); and the dumping of engineer stores and
ammunition requirements - the latter were estimated at

30,000 tons - (W.D., G.S., H.Q. First Cdn Army, March 1945:

Appx 120, folio 2) was under way on 19 Dec, (Ibid, December 1944 :




30 Corps to First Cdn Army, 19 0950A Dec 44). Neanwhile,

roed companies were at work along all tho principal comrmunication
lines and in the forward Pssembly areas beyond Mook and

Grave .,

93, The assembly of the assault formations from 8 and

12 Corps sectors of Second British Army in their initial
concentration areas within First Cdn Army - a complicated
operation involving the movement by night and under wireless
silence of approxim&tely 16,600 vehicles - began on 17 Dec
(Ibid, March 1945: Appx 120 folio 31) following the estab-
1T5hEment of a special grouming control Headquarters., (Ibid,
folios 26-27). 2 Cdn Corps Troops vacated the Mill -~ ST,
Hubert area on 17 Dec and hOVOd to Boxtel. On the same day
H.Q. 53 (W.) Div, 1ts administration group, and two infantry
brigade groups concentrated at Turnhout and Herenthals,

43 (W.) Div and 34 Erit Tk Bde were expected to concentrate
in the Boxtel - Tilburg area on 18/19 Dec, (Ibid, folio 31),
but, early in the evening of 18 Dec, their move to the north
was suddenly postponed and they were ordered to concentrate
beyond the Neuse at Hasselt and St. Brie, (Ibid, December 1944:
Appx 124, Exfor to First Cdn Army, 18 1920 A Dec 14). A
the same time the move of the Gds Armd Div, which was then 1n
position to the east of the river line, was checked, A
decision concerning the further movement of these formations
was expected on 19 Dec, {Ivid, Exfor to Second Army, 18
19204 Dec 44) % ok

THE ENEMY DELAYS "VERITABLE"

94, This abrupt interruption of the grouping schedule for
Operation "VERITARLE" was prompted by a serious deterioration
in the Allied position in the 12. U.S,Amy Groupsector to the east
of the Ardennes, On 16 Dec von Runsdedt had suddenly unleashed
his Fifth and Sixth Panzer ’‘rmies and sent them crashing through
the forward line of the First U.S. Army between Duren and

Trier. As the German Panzers broke through the surprised and
il1l-prepared American formations and thundered on into Belgiunm,
it became evident that the German essault was "of the most
serious import." "The great hour has struck’, proclaimed

the German C.-in-C. West in a document captured on 16 Dec,
"Counter-attacking forces are advancing... What we are going

to lose in sweat during the following weeks, we will save in
blood during the next few months.," (First Cdn Army Int

Summary No, 169, 16 Dec 44). Three days later, spearheads

were operating in the area of Laroche, Marche, and Hotton,

Here the enemy was more than 35 miles beyond his start line

and within striking distance of Liege, Narur, Dinant, Sedan and
the other historic crossings of the Meuse, Should he force

the river line in strength, directing his main push on

Antwerp, the Allied position in the west, and that of 21 Army
Group in particular, would be jeopardized,

95. Appreciating this situation, the C.-in-C. 21 Army
Group, telephoned the G.0.C.-in-C. First Cdn Avrj at five
o'clock on the afternoon of 19 Dec and informed -him that the
enemy's penetration of the First U.S. Army front was "deep
and,. potentially, serious", He had, therefore, "decided to
make immedliate redispositions in 21 Army CGroup in order to
secure its right flank", (7.D., G.0.C.~in-C., First Cdn
Army, December 1944: Appx 3, Memorarndum 1-0-4/1, 19 Dec 44).
H.Q. 30 Brit Corps was to move to Hasselt that night and, with
43 (W.,) Inf, 53 (W.,) Inf and Gds Armd Divs, to come under
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command Second British Army on arrival, Lt-Gen Horrocks,
G.,0.C. 30 Brit Corps, would report to the Tactical Headquarters
of Second British Army forthwith. 51 (H.) Div - one brigade
was then deployed in the Nijmegen salient, while the remainder
of the Division was in the process of moving from Boxtel to
its forward concentration area at Boxmeer - "was to be put
together in EhE]Canadian Army area," and to remain under
command ‘‘ready for 2 guick move and transfer to Second British
Army"., (Ibid). 33 Brit Armd Bde, then in 1 Brit Corps
reserve, was to move on 20 Dec to link up with 53 (%.) Div

and to come under command 30 Corps. (Ibid)

96, The withdrewal of 51 (H.,) Div and 33 Brit Armd Bde
necessitated a2 considerasble re-organization of the Canadian
Army front, In 2 Cdn Corps, the one brigade of 51 (H.) Div
which was then employed in the bridgshead was replaced on

20 Dec by a second brigade of 49 (W,R.) Div, The third

West Riding brigade remained in the Nijmegen area in reserve.
In the'city itself "Brockforce" (2 Kensingtons (M.G.) less
two M.V.G. coys and three mortar pls, but plus "D" Coy, the
A, Tk pl, and one sec 3" mortars of 2 R.S.F., and with various
AL, and S.L. elements in support) assumed the responsibility
for the local protection of the bridges from 2 Derby Yeo.
(First Cdn Army LO's Reporis, 20 Dec 44) .

97, In 1 Brit Corps a major re-organization of the Corps
front was required in order to provide for the relief of

4 Cdn Armd Div for employment in the role of Army Reserve.
This was accomplished on 20/21 Dec, as follows:

(a) 18 Cdn Armd C, Regt relieved 1 Pol Armd
Div in the sector Geertruidenberg - Moerdl jk,
and was itself relieved in 1ts former sector
by 62 A, Tk Regt; '

(b) 10 Pol Armd Bde Gp relieved 4 Cdn Armd Bde
along the line Lith - Bokhovenj and )

(¢) 3 Pol Inf 3Bde relieved 10 Cdn Inf Bde in the
Heusden - Waspik sector.

(W.Dey G.8¢» HsQs 1 Brit Corps,
December 1944: Appx "E", 1 Corps
Op Instr No, 24, 20 Dec 44)

98, On the afternoon of 21 Dec 4 Cdn Armd Div concentrated
to the south and south-east of 's Hertogenbosch with 1its
Headquarters at Boxtel and the remainder of the Division
deployed in the area Vught - Schijnel - Oisterwijk and Best.
(4 Cdn Armd Div Hist Offr's Swmary, week 17-23 Dec 4%).

In its role as Army Reserve, the Division was on six hours!
notice to move. For the time being, however, it remained
under the immediate command of 1 Brit Corps., (Ibid).

24 L. of 10 Pol Armd Bde was nominated Corps Reserve and
stationed at Teteringen, where it was to support, with one
squadron each, the right and centre squadrons of 18 Cdn Armd
C. Regt., (w.D., 1 Brit Corps, December 1944: Appx "E",

1 Corps Op Instr No., 24), A further provision for the
Geertruldenberg - Moerdi jk ssctor was to take effect on 22 Dec,
with 1 Belg Fus Bn (less two companies) coming under command
18 Cdn Armd C. Regt, and 90 Fd'Regt, one troop of 65 NMed Regt,
and 240 Fd Coy R.E. in support, (Ibid: Appx "F", 1 Corps

Op Instr No. 25, 20 Dec 44)




99, defore this deployment took place, however, the
Corps was put on the alert by the sudden threat of enemy
action from north of the Maas, The Army Intelligence
Summary of 21 Dec thus reported the situation:

The evidence is reasonably conclusive that

the enemy is preparing a large paratroop
operation to take place very shortly, %o
disrupt the communications of the armies
dependent on Antwerp and Brussels, It 1s
abundantly clear that there are paratroops

in German Holland, 2nd that their movements
tie in to this dssign, It is equally clear
that were the Ardennes plans to succeed to the
extent that the enemy crossed the Meuse between
Liege K 43 egnd Givet 0 97 in force, a para
landing behind our forces opnosing him would
assist- him immeasurably and might, in the
longer view, disorganize our offensive plans,
Similarly such a landing in the rear areas of
First Canadian Army and Second Army might
reasonably be expected to delay the movement
of reserves to the irdennes battle, which
Sertorious expects,

100, That paratroops had been active in North Holland
since the Arnhem battles wes a fact thoroughly familiar to
Army Intelligence, Thus 6 Para Div had emerged from the
training area about Coevorden, Enschede and Zwolle on

20-24 Nov to relieve 333 Inf and 10 S.S, Pz Divs in the
bridgehead salient, and between the end of November and

1l Dec both 3 and 5 Para Divs were known to have left North
Holland for the battlefieclds at Duren and Aachen, On

21 Dec 2 Para Div, less one regiment, 7 Para, and large
numbers of recently arrived G.A.F. personnel were more or
less confidently placed in the goneral arse to the north of
the Neder-Rijn, (Ibid)

101, Ageinst this general background recent information
for the period 15-21 Desc looked especially alarming, "Six
reports from four different sources which previously have
proven reliable 1n similar matters", were to the effect that

«ee four pare divisions are preparing a large
operation on "North Brabant" or on Brussels,
Antwerp and ccmnrunication lines, that the: air-
flelds at Soesterberg E 39 and Deelen E 78 are
to be used vary shortly for take off, that
paratroops have moved into Baarn Z 30, Soest E
Dribergen E 38, Doorn E 38, Culemborg E 2776 (
and Zeist E 39 (5000), that Generals Student,
Christiansen and Rheinhardt came to Hilversum
about 10 Dec and have been in secret talks with
staff officers in buildings to which the normal
Wehrmacht is NOT admitted,

(Ibid)

102, Alrfields mentioned were only partially serviceable
on 16 and 26 Nov - nc nore recent photo cover was then
avallable - but, from the precedent cf a recent 'drop! in
the Ardennes, it was estimated that the enemy had available
in the theatre "at least ninety suitable planes giving e
maximum 1ift-of about 1,000 at a time", (Ibid)




The conclusion dravn from this evidence was as
follows:

It can 81l be fltted into a picture which
has 1ts place 1n an enemy desipgn to drive

to Antwerp from the Ardennes, Into the

same frame fits the vastly increased V effort
directed at Antwerp. Tithou®t a land operation,
reasonably likely to reach the area, it is

only a possible and NOT a probable operation,
But 1t is being prepared and must be provided

against.

(Ibid)
103, The receipt of this warning provoked an lumediate

reaction in 1 Brit Corps, 411 units and sub-units were put
on the alert, garrison commenders were annointed to cd-ordinste
the defences of Breda - (Glnnekin, Roosendaal, and Bergen-op-
Zoom and orders were issuad f'or the formation on 22 Dec of &
Corps moblle reserve which would be commended by the C.C.R.A.
and would consist of the reserve squadron of 18 Cdn Lrmd C.,
Regt, 24 L., and 47 {H.hw. Cdo. (%,DL;.1 Brigs ' Corps,; .
December 1944: Appx "G", 1 Corps Op Instr No, 26, 21 Dec 44).
24 L. was to 12ain at Teferingen, while the ressrve squac ron
of 18 Cdn Armd C. Regt and e? (R.M.) Cdo - which moved to
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under command 1 Brit Corps on 21 Dec (%.D., ¢.3. (Plans),

H.Q. First Cdn Army, Dacemb'r 1844: Appx 19, "Minutes",

22 Dec 44) - were to concentrate in the eastern and western

outskirts of Breda rcspecitively, Special attention was
alled to the roads Oosterhout - Geertruldenberg and

Zevenbergasche - Moexrdl jk, Gilze airfield, and the general

south-western portion of the Corps sector as the areas most

likely to be the targets of oncn& airoorne operations.
(#".D., 1 Brit Corps, December 1944: Appx "G", 1 Corps Op
Instr No. 26, 21 Dec 44)

104, Further and "ummistak evidence of the enemy's
offensive operations cpposite G:rp; sector was reported
in the Intelligence Summary for 23 Dec:

Undoubtedly there has becn an influx of

enemy recently into the area between the

Maas and the Woal and between the Biesbosch

and the Isle of Alem E 3577. Source puts
thelr strength as high as 10,0003 they are
crowded Iinto all the villages and are said to
be very optimistic and reclkless. There has
been greatly Increased activity on the Maas
ferries, with new construction, and the
Crossing Starf North, which it will be
remembered was sat up for 88 Corps! withdrawal
over the rivers, has been expanded and rceceived
further telephone rssources, Enginsers and
their material sre being assembled: rubber
boats, bridging materis. and amphibious cars
charges are remcved from bridges and obs taclos
from roads. 20 armoured cars and 185 medium
tanks, which may of cource be assault gins, have
been seen af Gorinchem ¥ 06, &nd a divisional
staff has arrived at Woudrichem E 1160, The

C

troops talk ounite fireely of an impending crossing
of the Maas and a drive to recapture Antwerp.

(FPirst Cdn Army Int Summery
No. 176, 23 Dec 44)
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105, The Division in question was thourht to be 711,

as the identification on 23 Dec of 51 Flieger Regt in the
sector previously held by 744 G.,R. in the 3okhoven area
suggested that at least a part of this formation had been
withdrawn for refitting. 712, or mountain troops or
Liustrians, both of which had been mentioned in some rgports,
were also candidates for the probable assault role. Photo
reconnaissance of the azirfields on 23 Dec revealad that they
were still unserviceable for = large-scale operation, but
despite this evidence it was considered that the paratroop

{

threat ramained. (Ibid)
106, on 23 Dec three units were deta

ched from 4 Cdn Armd
Div, 19 ¢dn Fd Regt (S.P.) was moved into Corps Reserve,

8 ¢cdn L.A.A. Regt passad to under command of the Tilburg
Garrison, and the Linc & Welld R. moved under Corps c ommand
to Loon-op-Zand (4 Cdn Armd Div Hist Offr!s Summary, week
17=-23 Dec ‘44) where, in a special reserve role, it was to
ensure that the Tilburg road was kept clear north of the
Tilburg canal, to hold Loon-op-Zand 2s a firm base, and to
oppose any enemy incursions from north of tThe liaas between
Boardwi jk and Raamsdonk which might prove beyond the rcsources
of the forward battalions of 1 Pol Armd Div. (w.D., 1 Brit
Corps, December 1944: ADDX nG", 1 Corps Op Tnstr No. 26,

21 Dec 44)

107, Meanwhile, the gencral situation on-the 4llied front
had clarified, and on 20 Dec the C.-in-C. outlined the impli-
cations of the Geérman counter-offensive for 21 Aprmy Group to
the Commanders of First Cdn and Second Brilt Armles. Genaral
Crerar later commented on this conference:

The C-in-C was inclined to the view that

the northern flank of the eneny's breek= .
through in the Ardennes ™as being held along
the general line Zullange - Stavelot - Durbuy,
and that in the south the line through
Echternach - Diekirch and the particularly
important area of Bastogne had been firmly
established. On the previous night, however,
advanced elements of the enemy's armour had
penetrated west as far as Marche and at thatv
time there were no aAmerican formations between
them and the River Meuse. The C-in-C stated
that he considered 1t to be of paramount
importance to hold the line of the Meuse and
he had already taken steps to securs all
crossings and crossing places betwecen Liege
and Givet with British armoured troops

under the-direct command of Main Headquarters,
21st Army Group. This responsibility would,
shortly be taken over by Lt-General Dempsey whon
he requested at once to secure and cover the
crossings of thc Meuse from Namur to the east,
The C-in-C added that he would like the S50th
British Corps to concentrabe in the area about
Hasselt, St Trond and Louvain,

Field Mershal Montgomery went on to inform us
that by azreement with the Supreme Commander,
made a few hours previously, the Ninth and First
U.S. Armies, the latter less the 8th U.S. Corps,
had come under his command. The new right
boundary of this reinforced 21st Army Group he
anticipated as being a general line to include
Givet eastwards to Cologne. Further decisions
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by the Supreme Allied Commander provided for the
organization of a counter-strokc ageainst tho
southern flank of the enemy penetration by Lt-
General Patton's Third U.S. Army. hile the
C-in-C intended if at all possible, to organize

a strateglic reserve from U,S. forces in the First
and Ninth U.S. Armies for a similar operation

from the north, he said that Lt-Gene ral Dempsey
was to be prepared to use the 30th British Corps

in & counter-offensive role z2s far south as Givet.
Until the situation clarified and improved, it was
his firm intention &t all costs to prevent the
enemy from crossing the Meuse, in any strength,

along this front, .

The C~-in-C sugzested that, in the circumstances,
it might be dbSifaOl* that Lt-Gener2l Dempsey
pass over command of the 3rd British InP"*tr,
Division to me and that the line of ths Meuse dovn
to -Helmond - Venlo railway should become the
responsibility of First Canadian Army, an arrange-
ment in which Lt-General Dempsey readily concurred.
Sut if the situation confronting the Allied Armies
were to improve materially "thﬂn the next few days.
as seemed nossible, and the Second Brltish Army did
not become involved in ths counter-offensive on
the right flank, the C-in-C intimated that it was
quite. probable that the Headquarters of the 30th
British Corps and several divisions rould be
-returned to my command in order that the original
plans for First Canadian Army should proceed without
loss of time., With that in view the worl of’
Improving communications in the Army area, leading
to the Nijmegen salient, would be strenuously
carried on,

(WeDisy Gu0.C,=~in~C,§ First Cdn Army,
December 1944: Appx 4, "Notes",

20 Dec 44)
108, Three days later, however, in view of the Information

accumulated by Intelligence since cO Dec, the ¢G.0.C.-in-C.
"appreciated the possibility that the situation held further
implications for First Canadian Army," (Gen Crerart's Desnatch,
31 Jan 45, para 26). Accordingly, on 23 Dec, he issued

the following warning to the Commanders of 1 Brit and 2 Cdn
Corps:

Information and evidence increasingly points to
active consideration, if not 1ntcntion, of enemy
to carry out a subsidiary operation, both water
and alirborne, directed against North Brabant and
possibly Antwerp. It would appear that the axis
Gorinchem - Breda - Antwerp would offer better

ossible returns on any such enemy effort, but no
sector of Canadian Army area can be definitely
excluded from such enemy plans.

It mast be constantly borne in mind that "the enemy

is now staking everything he has on the success of
the all-out offensive he has launched gspainst First
US Army. This maximum scale operation mst soon
produce very important results, or it will inevitsbly
fail. Such failure would be catastrophic to the
enemy.




It follows that subsidiary enemy operations, against
other Allled Armies, no matter how desperate, or
unpromising they appear to be, will be undertaken if
the distraction they produce, in any way, serves

to assist him in his main operation,

It is alsc necessary to realize that no treachery
or trickery will be neglected by the enemy, if

he considers it will assist his purpose., For
instance, If other conditions suited, 1t is
probable that the enemy would select Christmas
eve, or Christmas day, or night, for offensive
action on the assumption that such timing would
be contrary to our own conceptions and he would
thereby gain suprise.

Commanders will, therefore, be very much on the
alert and the organization and disposition of
forces under command will be made to sult the
contingencies as described. Plans will be
made to deal vigorously and decisively with eany
enemy penetration of outpost positions and FDLs
and, at the same tims, to contain localize and
mop-up any landings of enemy paratroops in Div,
Corps and Army rear areas,

The steps taken will include the organized defence

of all centres of communication, either by troops
normally located in such areas, or by forces
specially designated. Provision of local and
general reserves will be msde. Good arrangements
for wireless inter-communication between Hesdquarters
at all levels will be assured, in case line communl-

cations fail, or are destroyed, Additional local
reserves of ammunition, POL and supnlies will be
dumped .

A

4 Cdn Armd Div, less certain detachments already
detalled, will be in Canadian Army reserve, in
Boxtel area, and will be at six hours notice to
move, until further orders.

(."1.0D-, G O Ce"in"c-, Fil‘st Cdl’l AT .
December 1944: Appx 5, Letts
1-0-4/1, 23 Dec 41)

109, The receipt of General Crerar's message of 23 Dec was
followed by the immediate reorganization of both Corps sectors.
In 2 Cdn Corps, 3 Cdn Inf Div with under command 5 Cdn Inf Bde
of 2 Cdn Inf Div assumed responsibility for the defence of the
whole Relchswald sector on the mcrning of 26 Dec, and at the
same-time 2 Cdn Inf Div, less one brigade, moved into Corps
Reserve in the area  Hatert - Heumen, 2 Cdn Armd Bde. less
one squadron, was placed in support of 3 Cdn Inf Div. (¥.D. .
G.S., H.Q., 2 Cdn Corps, Decerher 1244: Appx 26, GO 107, 24
1700A Dec 44

110, The parallel regrouping of 1 Brit Corps was designed
"to meet more effectively any possible crossing attempt by the
enemy in the area between Heusden and Geertruidenberg." (W.D.
1l Brit Corps, December 1944: aAppx "K", 1 Corps Op Instr No,
24 Dec 44), 47 (R.M,) Cdo ceased to bo under command the
Corps mobile reserve on 24 Dec and, with under command "gM Se:
18 Cdn Armd C. Regt, two companies of 1 Belg Fus Bn, one troop
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less one scction of 247 A.Tk Bty, and with 20 Fd Regt in
support, assumed resncnsibility under the command of 1 Pol
Armd Div.for a sub=-sector extending from the left boundary
of 1 Pol irmd D*v along Gthe G“oruruiduvbcrg - Qosterhout
canal, 18 Cdn Armd P, Regt, nov minus two squadrons, and

two additional companies of 1 Belg Fus Bn, but with one
squadron of 2¢ L. and 90 Fd Regt in support, romailned in
its former sector. In the Corps mobile reserve ("Peddy
Force™) 19 Cdn Fd Regt replaced 90 Fd Regt. Finally, the
Corps artillery was redeployed in order that maximum fire
could be brought to bsar on the area from excluaive Heusden

to exclusive Geertruldenberg. (Ibid)

111, “hile the reorganization of 1 Brit Corps was 1n
progress, the G.0.C.-in-C., redeployed the Army Reserve, On
23 Dec the Laks Sup R. (Mot) and 29 Cdr Armd Racce Regt was
detached from 4 Cdn Armd Div for cmpleoymont in a speclal Aruy
reserve role in the area Vuzht - hOXuLl, and that night the
Division itself was put on two hours! notice, (4 Cdn Armd

Div Hist Offr's Summary, Week 17-23 Dec 44%)., On the following
day "as a further precaution" 1t was moved into the area to the
south and cast of Breda where, under direct com and of 1 Brlt
Corps, 1t deployed behind the Wilhelmina ‘canal, prepared to
meet the threat of an encmy thrust across the Maas in the
general area Dongen - Oostcerhout, and to deny to the enemy the
usc of cormunications linking Oosterhout witih Breda and Tilburg
and those running south from Breda to iAntwerp. (Gen Crerar's
Despatch, 31 Jan 45, para 28)

1125 Ths immediate Christmas period passed w«ithout
incidence, The usual festivities were duly observed, although
many had to be hastily improvised in strange surroundings,

and not a few were held rather "after the event.,” ALl
formations and units of First Cdn Army remained in a high
state of readiness" (Ibid, para 29) but morale was also

high, as witnessed the Intention e: zpressed by H.Q. 2 Cdn
Corps for 25 Dec:

2 Cdn Corps though festive, will
hold tight as hell from Elst to HMill;
while pushing piles and grouping guns
will hold the line against the Hun,

(-'.".‘D" G.E‘-‘ I

ey 'Er o
Docember 1944: Appx 26, GO 109,
24 2210. Dec 44)
113, Mcanwhile, the German offensive appeared to have lost

its momentum, On 28 Dsc the Comranders of First and Ninth
U.S. Armies and those. of First Cdn'and Second Brit Armles were
summoned to a further conference on the general situation at
Tac H.Q. 21 Army Group.

The C-in-C stated that the situation in the
Ardennes had greatly improved in the past few
days, owing largely to the very fine resistance
put up by the American forces in.Bastogne, St
Vith and Malmedy. He had the 6th British
Ailrborne Division, with the 28th Armoured
Brigade under c mmund, deployed along the line
of the Meuse, and felt certain that the eneny
could not now drive west across the river,

He appreciated the necessity, however, of
holding the front through Marche, Hotton and
Grandmesnil againsi a probable renowal of the
offensive by the German Fifth and Sixth Panger
Armies dirccted north on Lisge., He enticipated

G
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that the enemy would carry out small attacks

on the left of the First U.S. Army and against
the Ninth U.S. irmy, and he expected threats,
and indications of operations, on the fronts

of the Second British and First Canadian Armies,
He considered that trese would be entirely
subsidiary and subsequent to the main and
primary thrust which he exvected to develop in
the Ardennes within the next few days. This

we were already well ositioned to meet, and on
the right the First U.S. Army was now organizing
for an intended counter-offensive. The re-
grouping had been ac:omplished without the
actual intermingling of British and American
formations in the fighting, a situation which

he was glad to have avolded, both for admini-
strative reasons, and because he did not wish

to conmlt the British formations too deeply in
view of the future requirements of First Canadian
.‘xl"m}' . b

In the meantime, in order to free the First U.S.
Army from all anxiety as to the area west and
south-west of its offensive right wing (the 7th
Corps), the C-in-C arranged that the Second
British Army should taks over the front between
Marche and Givet with the 30th British Corps.
Lt=General Dempsey would thus have responsibilities
on the right as well as on the left (with the

12th and 8th Corps) of the First and Ninth U.,S.
Armies, but as those on the line of the Meuse were
in a prospective rather than an active operational
role, this inconvenience could be temporarily
accepted., The C-in=C confirmed his intention of
later trensferring the 30th Corps, and the several
British fornations previously planned to be under
its comuand, to First Canadlan Army in order that
the offensive from the Nijmegon salient should be
launched as speedily and forcefully as possible,

(v.D,, ¢G.0.C,=in-C,, First Cdn Army,
Deccmber 1944: Appx 6, G.0.C.=-in-C.,
0-1-0, 28 Dec 44)

114, Returning to his own Headquarters, General Crerar
was once again confronted with evidence which posed a problem
of more im ediate importance to First Cdn Army than the
remounting of Operation "VERITABLE", For information
collected by 27 Dec was now integrated and it presented a
well defined picture of a potential enemy offensive:

Over one hundred items of information dealing
directly or indirectly with an attack south
across the Maas have been received since

22 December,

With the reconnaissance of Pereboom E 05 today
confirming the storles consistently told by
all the civilian sources...

+oe Prior to 8 December when officers left for a
meeting in Germany there were no offensive
intentions in the island south of Gorinchem E 16,
On their return things began to happen, 3y

14 December troops were nouring back into the




1sland. Paratroops were on the move' to
Soesterberg E 39 airfleld., Thereafter the
preparations for a waterborne and airborne
operation proceeded side by slde.

4 secret planning HQ was renorted-to be

functioning 'at Hilversum Z 20 from 5 December,

There Gencrals Student, Christiansen, Reinhardt,

a GiF general and an englineer general were

reported in daily conference, Later Reinhardt's

HQ was roportcd at Gameren E 25 on the island although
he was still reported at the conferemncés in Hilversum.
Finally the messagec which the cadet saw and which

is now accepted refoerred to a feint at Halderen

E 76 to "cover up a proper attack by 88 Corps,"

Thus we have a Corps battle involving as far as
can be seen 711 Div whose regimental commanders
have their HQ on the island in the centre of the
flak country,. We have also some indication of
711 and 712 Divisions drawing back to refit, But
they offer no great offensive strength. On

19 Deocember 6 Pare Division started to move to
Gameren bringing bridging equipment to add to
that already detected on the island, Its move
continued at least to the night 20/96 December
when 1t was reported at Culemborg,

Cn 23 December troops of 346 Div on the west
started to come in and »ove forward,

Thus wo appear to have the nucleus of an assault
force in 6 Para Div, with lower grade infantry
from 711 and 346 Divisions also available, We
have 88 Corps resources including possibly somec
from 712 Div, It is NOT a strong force but it
has shown itself bold and vigorous in its
patrolling, Its morale is high and it is
anxious to be on the road to Antwerp.

It is contained in the area behind Pereboom E 0451
and Well E 2552, Its preparations scem to be
concentrated on erossings at Percboom and Heusden
E 2052 as indeed they must 1f the peril of a
double water crossing is to be avoided., Its gun
areas lie forward of the line filmkerk E 05 =

Aelst E 2056, Behind that line 1ts AA is concen-
trated most on the vital bridge still intact cast
of Giesen E 1358, It is based on thes ferries
across the Merwedec, but to a greater degree on

the Zaltbommel road bridgee E 2960, The A defences
tell the tale.

We do not.know the time of attack, It appears to
be reaching a crescendo' of preparation now but the
actual timing must depend on the events in the
south,
(First Cdn Army Int Summary No, 180,
27 Dec 44)

This picture was developed still further when reports of photo
sorties on 28 Dec revealed a considerable increass in flak

and field artillery since 16 Dec, and szveral sources reported
that the equivalent of half a divisional artillery had arrived
at Geldermalsen, Other information received that day concerned




vehicle movement at Tiel and Heusden and in the area of the
Culemborg bridge. (Ibid, No. 181, 28 Dec 44) "
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115, The principal sensation of 28 Dec was, howe s the
the island

report of a 'reliable source'! on enemy activity on
of Schouwen:

He stated that ths garrison was now 3500 as
against the highest previous figure of 1700,

There were concentrations of troops reported

in Zieriksee D3645 Schuddebeurs D3748 Vianen

D4242 Brouwershaven D3654 Staart D4418 Qosterland
D4445, At Staart and Vianen there ars considerable
nurbers of rubber boats, Along the south coast
there are numbers of small outboard motor boats
each capable of carrying 20 men. There are guns,
mortars and smoke projectors at Zijpe D4845,

A large gun is reportad east or south-east of
Zieriksee, As elsewhere, they talk of a possible
attack this time, on the haven opposite .Z1jpe,
Stavenisse D4238 and North Bsveland D3040,

(Ibid)

It is apparent that Army Intelligence considered this report
evid:nce of a genuine threat:

The story of an attack from Schouwen and in all
likelihoed Overflakkes is accepted, not alone
because, of the reliability of the source, but
because ws know how sager the enemy has becn to
learn about this front and particularly the ports

of Tholen, Scherpsnnisse D4833 Stavenisse D4238

St Annaland D4839 and further north Dintelsas D4839,
He also wants to know the communlications of the
i1sland with the mainland, the state of flooding west
of the line Bergen-op-Zoom - Willemstad D7249 and
general information about the adjacent mainland.

The enemy is resorted to bec recady from now on,

(Ibid)

116, Armoured reconnaissance of Schouwen on 29 Doc tended
to support the story of the 'reliable source!, and on 30 Dec
the island was still "a front-page attraction®, Further, on
the night 28/29 Dec enemy artillery. on Schouwen had shelled
Walcheren and North-3eveland, our own troops reporting the
eneny fire "very accurate". (Ibid, No. 183, 30 Dec 44%)

117, Finally, the enemy reinforcement in the Altena area
had continued "in full vigour." (Ivid) A yery reliable
source" reported 28,000 troops south of the Waal in the built-
up area as of 29 Dec, while from aerisal reconnaissance of the
period 28-29 Dec a further increase of 95 anti-aircraft and
field guns was noted, new bridges had aposeared, old ones

showed as repaired, and there was evidence of an administrative
build-up in the Geldermalsen arca, (Ibid)

118. In the light of the information received up to and
including 28 Dec, the G.0.C.-in-C. re-assessed the situation on
the irmy. front:

I appreciated that his main thrust, should he be
successful in establishing a bridgehecad south of




the river, would be on a line through Oosterhout
and 3reda to .intwerp. I had also to anticipate
a secondary thrust to secure 's Hertogenbosch.
But there was now evidence of the assembly of an
eneny force of the approximate strength of a
brigade group on the islands of Schouwen and
Overflakkee and of an intention to use it to
develop diversionary waterborne attacks on the
rainland from Willsmstad to the peninsula of

St Phillipsland and against the island of Tholen.,
These diversions might well be timed to take
place before the principal operation across. the
river,

While I had thought previously that such encmy
operations against the sector of First Canadian
army hsld by the 1lst British Corps would be
dependent upon, and timed to follow successes
won by the enemy in the Ardennes, it now seemed
wise to abandon this preconception. It was now
necessary to assume that the German High Command
vould initiste determined water and airborne
operations across North Brabant even if the great
* German thrust in the south werc to fall completely.
In an apparently hopeless siltuation, desperate
measures are strongly indicated. This was the
general position in which the enemy now found

himself.
(Gen Crerar's Despatch, 31 Jan 45,
para 33)
119, Following this appreciation, on 29 Dec, the G.0.C.-in-

Ce made three further changes 1in the deployment of his troops:
22 Cdn Armd Regt with under command one¢ company of the Lake
Sup R. (Mot) and two batteries less one troops of 62 A,Tk
Regt assumed responsibility for the St, Philipsland -~ Tholen
sub=sector opposite Schouwen and passed to under command H.Q.
62 A,Tk Regt; 29 Cdn Armd Recce Regt with a second company
of the Lake Sup R, (Mot) reverted from Army Reserve to

comrand 4 Cdn Armd Div but remained in Vught, (YisDss 1 Brit
Corps, December 1944: 4Appx "L", 1 Corps Op Instr No, 28,

28 Dec 44; and First Cdn Army LO's Roports, 29 Dec 44), .

The role of Army Reserve was then entrusted to 4 Cdn Inf Bds Gp,
which moved from 2 Cdn Corps into the BDoxtol area that night.
(%.D., G.S., (Plans), H.Q., First Cdn Army, Decomber 1944:

Appx 19, "Minutes", 30 Dec 44), 4 further development of
importance on 29 Dec was the extension of the Army right
boundary south of Venlo to include the sector of 3 Brit Inf
Div of 8 Brit Corps. (W.D.,, G.S.,H.Q. First Cdn Army,
January 1944: "Dec items held for down-grading", First Cdn
Army Intention, 28 0730A Dec 44). This Division thoen passed
to under command 2 Cdn Corps, thus complcting an arrangement
suggested by the C,.-in-C, at his conference of 20 Dec but left
to the Army Commanders concerned to implement at their con-
venience, y

120, On 30 Dec the G.0.C.-in-C. cormunicated hils revised
appreciation of the situation on the Canadian Army front to the

g.th-c. by telephone, His record of the conversation is as
ollows: '

I commnicated this appreciation to the €-in-C,
by telephone at 9,20 PM on 30 Dec, and informed
him that in addition to the troops on Schouwen,
the enemy had now deployed his 711th,'712th and
2 6th Parachute Divisions in the area bstween the
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rivers facing the lst British Corps and appeared to
have another divislion concentrated north of
Zaltbommel,: In- the event of these forcas being
thrown across the Maas, I considered that if the
weather permitted air operations, I could handle

the situation with my existing resources for
thirty~-six to forty-eiﬂh* hours. Given the
appronriate priority, the RAF would have no great
difficulty in severely disorganizing the enemy's
plans. 3ut if the weather favoured the eneny,

in view of the fact that my positions were thinly
held, I said that I considered it desirable that I
should have another infantry division placed at

my disposal, The C-in-C agreed that the full
resources of the 84th Tactical Group RAF should

be brought to bear on the enemy's concentrations of
boats and barges on the river and about the islands,
and that, if definitely necessary, he could place the
Guards Armoured Division at my disposal,

(Gen Crerar's Despatch, 31 Jan 45,
pera 34)

121, On the last day of the year the G.0.C.-in-C,

addressed to the Corps Commanders a new directive in which he
reviewed the whole situation with reference to the enemy build-
un in the Altena area and on the coastal islands,.and added:

Owing to present commitments on the Southern sector
of 21 Army Group, further formations cannot pre-
sently be made available to First Canadian Army,
The prospective tactical »nroblems will therefore
need to be solved, certalinly in the earlier stages,
by the formations now comprised in First Canadian
Army. It is most important, also, to solve such
problems wlthout dangerously compromising our
"ability later to launch Operation "VERITAZLE",

In other words, 2 Cdn Corps requires to be so
disposed, and in such strength, that it can
successfully maintain its present forward defended
localities,

Although small scale enemy patrols and "prods" may
be expected to take place along the frontage now
held by 2 Cdn Corps, it is not considered that the
enemy now has the additlional forces at his disposal
to develop a general or important attack against
that formation, 'While, therefore, it is necessary
for 2 Cdn Corps tenaciously to hold its present
forward posts and localities, especlally those

to the North, East and South-East of Nijmegen,

and eject from these any enemy who ray penetrate
them, the organization of local, rather than of
any general, reserves, should meet the prospective
situation, :

On the other hand, in order. to meet the contingency
of a considerable enemy penetration on the front

of 1 Brit Corps, North of the roed 's Hertognnbosch -
Tilburg - Breda, *t is receswary that a sizeable,

Canadian nruy.

To meet this requirement, Comd 2 Cdn Corps will be
prepared, at twenty-four hours notice, to build up
the present Canadian Army reserve -in the Boxtel =




St Oedenrode - Best area from 4 Cdn Inf 3de Group,
to the following:

2 Cdn -Inf Div =~ less one Inf Bde
2 Cdn Armd Bde - less one Arml Regt

The -General concluded his directive on a note.of optimism:

It 1s quite possivle that, under conditions
favoursble to him, the enemy may succeed in
landing considerable forces on the South bank
of R Maas and in establishing one or more
shallo™ bridgeheads., It is quite certain,
hovever, that =ith determination and vigour
he can be prevented fror effecting a high
rate of build-up and an extension of such
bridgeheads, In such circumstances, any
situations which may develop should be
capable of speedy solution by the resources
presently available, :
(w.D., G.0.,.C.-in=C., First Cdn
Army, December 1944: Appx 7,
¥emo to Comds 1 Brit & 2 Cdn
Corps., 1-0-4/1, 31 Dec 44)

122'% The last few days of the month brought an increase
in the eneny's patrol activity along the whole of the Army
front, From 1 Dec 44 to 3 Jan 45, a total of 91 cecnemy
patrols were reported. 0f this number 58 were in the 1 Brit
Corps sector, 19 in the bridgehead salient and 14 1in the
Reichswald, In the light of his known Intentions for the
latter part of this period, the following r cord of his rost
active efforts has a particular interest-

(a) 1 Brit Corps

Date Patrols Reported

21 Dec
22 Dec
24 Dec
26 Dec
29 Dec

2 Jan

Lell e R R e Ny}

(b) 2 Cdn Corps

Arnhem - Nijmegen Reichswald Sector
Salient

Date Patrols Reported Date Patrols Reported

17 Dec B3
27 Dec 6
29 Dec 3
31 Dec 3
1 Jan B
2 Jan 7
123, Our o'm patrols in the same period. numbered 72,
Fifty (of which 2) were river crossings) were sent out by
1 Brit Corps, and 22 by 2 Cdn Corps. Of the latter, 11 were
in the Island salient, nine in the Reichswald, and two (betveen
2 and 3 Jan) in the Wansum sector of 3 Brit Inf Div,
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124, The last week of the year was one of "alarms and
excursions", not the least of which were occasionsd by the
enemy night-fighters which had anjeared over the Army front

in increasing numbers from 26 Dec, On the night 26/27 Dec

the enemy pald particular attention to Gilze airficld and
provoked a flurry of excitement which resulted in the Tilburg
Garrison being put on the alert, 2 Sqn, 1315 Wing had
reverted to the R.A.,F., Regiment from under command 1 Pol Armd
Div that day, but additional measures for the defence of the
airstrip were consid:red necessary and on 30/31 Dec the greater
part of 21 Cdn Armd Regt plus one company of A, & S.H. of C. '
ware moved into the area,

TTE ENEIY HITS 3:CK

125, ileanwhile, as First Cdn rmy gathered itself to

meet the impending threat from the north-east, the Allied
fortunes on the Ardennes Front were showing signs of taking

a brighter turn. The good weather which had begun on 24 Dec
had afforded to the' air forces a golden opnortunity of which
they took full advantage, 3But although tremendous damage

was done to the enemy's supply lines and to his concentrations
in the Salient 1tself, heavy fighting continued. (Montgomery,
Normandy to the Baltic, p. 222). The enemy's armour now
apoeared to be massing in the vicinity of Houffalize with

the object of blocking the Allied counter-thrust (First Cdn
Army Int Summary No., 185, 1 Jan 45). The C.-in-C., who

had, as yet, been unable to form a reserve imerican corps

for his offensive programme ip First U.S. Army, had decided

to commit the British troop and relieve VII U.S. Corps by

2 Jan. This Corps could then be launched on Houffalilze

from the north the following day to join up with General
Patton's corresponding drive, also directed on Houffalize,
from t?o Bastogne sector in the south. (Montgomery, op cit,
pe. 222

126, On New Year's Day, the G.A.F. staged a major suprise,
It mounted its first large-scale daylight offensive in the wost
since the Battle of 3ritain, Some 250 F.%W. 190s, M.,E. 109s
and 2628 were active over the Army Group sector, raiding the
airfields at Woensdrecht, Gilze, Antwerp, Brussels and
Eindhoven, According to first estimates, some 31 to 43 enemy
aircraft were shot down or destroyed in combat, compared with
our casualties of 32 Spitfires dastroyed on the ground and
two missing after battle, Later figures, however, showed

. that our air forces and anti-aircraft batteries had been
quick to take up the challenge, with the satisfying result
that some 120 out of the 250 enomy aeroplanes originally
committed were shot down, whillst our own losses in combat
were 12 machines in addition to those destroyed on the air-
fields. (R.A.F. 83 Gp Int Summary Nos, 196 and 197, 1 and
2 Jan 45, Part II, p. 1)

THE FIRST CDN .ARMY FRONT, 1-7 JAN 45

127 6 The Canadian Army front saw little activity on these
cold, clear d.ays.}E On 1 Jan the build-up in the Altena area
was still receiving prime consideration, although information
was beglnning to filter through to the effect that the enemy
concentrations were diminishing, The constant watch was,
however, kept up, (First Cdn Army Int Summary No, 185, para 2,
1l Jan 45), In 1 Brit Corps' section, on the western flank,

% . Map showing dispositions df First Cdn .irmy on 1 Jan 45
appears at appx "C".
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the broad lengths of flooded dykelands were under unceasing
observation from Halsteren, whence 22 Cdn Armd Regt with one
company of Lake Sup R. (llot) operated towards Tholen to the

east and Steenbergen and the St.Philipsland Peninsula to the
north, ' (7.D., 22 Cdn Armd Regt, 1 Jan 45). Eastwards fron
here, elements of 62 A.Tk Regt, 18 Cdn irmd C, Reghb, 47 and

48 R.M.)Cdos patrolled vigorously Into German territory.

(AEF 45/1 2rit Corps/C/H, Docket III: Sitreps, folios Nos.

06, 94 and 93)., From here the line became the responsibilty

of 1 Pol Armd Div, who held the front from Waspik on the

extreme left to Lith, north-east of 's Hertogenbosch. The

one particular note of interest in this area was the great

deal of movement reported in the region of Kapelscheveer
(AEF/45/1 Pol Armd Div/C/H, Docket III: Sitrep No. 3, 1 Jan 45).
It was here that the enemy had an outpost on the illied side -
of the river, and during the afternoon of 1 Jan he boldly
ferried across two S.P. guns and began to shell the Polish
outposts., AEF 45/1 Brit Corps/C/H, Docket III: Sitrep,

folio No, 96)., The Poles immediately reinforced their
positions with tanks and engaged Kapclscheveer -with artillery,
whereupon the situation calmed once more, (VaDos GoSs Ons,
H.Q, First Cdn Army, January 1945: Appx 7, Ops lLog, 1 Jan 45,
Serial 22). To the rear 4 Cdn Arrd Div's battle groups concen-
trated in Corps reserve, 4 Cdn Armd Bde in the arca Chaam -
Meerle - R1jbagen and 10 Cdn Inf 2de near Rijen and Dorst,

with detached units at Vught, and Loon-op-Zand, (¥Ds., HQ.
4.Cdn Armd Bde, and' H.Q, 10 Cdn Inf Bde, 1 Jan 45)

128, In the Nijmegen Salient, 49 (W.R.) Inf Div, holding
the left flank of 2 Cdn Corps, was experiencing the dull
routine of keeping the flooded land under observation, On
the extreme left, the divisional reconnalssance squadrons
watched over the scattered farms, while to the north of.
Nijmegen town, patrols and exchanges of flre with small groups
of German infantry who held the various strongholds in the
watery area marked the average day. (AEF 45/49 (W.R.) Inf
Div/C/H: Sitreps, folios 60, 51 and 52, January 1945)

129, On 3 Cdn Inf Div's front, 5, 7, 8 and © Cdn Inf Bdes
kept as clase a contact as conditions permltted and carried

out an extensive patrol programme, which was urged on by the
thought (at Divisional Headquarters) that the enemy was with-
drawing (W.D., G.S., H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf.-Div, 31 Dec 44), The
patrols carried out by 5 and 9 Cdn Inf Bdes, however, dispelled
this view. The German reaction in early January against

5 Cdn Inf Bde, espscially, was most violent and costly to the
Cdn Infantry. (W.D., H.GQ. 5 Cdn Inf 3de, 2 Jan 45)

130, 2 Cdn Inf Div was on 12 hours' notice to move as part
of First Cdn Army Reserve. (W.D.y G.S.y HQ. 2°Cdn Inf Div,

31 Dec 44), ~ Its advance party, consisting of 4 Cdn Inf Bde

Gp, had been in Boxtel since 29 Dec (AEF 45/2 Cdn Inf Div/
C/D: Vieekly Summary of Ops and Activities, 31 Dec 44 - 6 Jan 45),
5 Cdn Inf 3de, less R, de Mais, who were in Culjk, was under
command 3 Cdn Inf Div, helping to hold the four-brigade front
(W.De, G.S., H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Div, 1 Jan 45), while 6 Cdn Inf

Bde continued in its role of mobile resorve in the areas of
Mook (Camerons of C.), ifalden - Holenhoek (Fus M.R.) and
Klooster (S. Sask R.). (Ibid), 8 Cdn Recce Regt and a
portion of Tor Scot R. (i.G.) kept watch between Cul jk and
Coxmeer (7.D, 8 Cdn Recce Regt, January 1945). . Further to

the south, 3 B3rit Inf Div, with a Dutch Contigent under comuand,
held a line running from Boxmesr to the village of Grubbenvoorst
just north of Venlo (4iEF 45/2 Cdn Inf Div/C/D: Weekly Surmary
of Ops and Activities, 31 Dec 44 - 6 Jan 45). .
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131, The relative quietness of the New Year had been
broken only by the apoearance of the enemy aircraft over the
Allied lines (7.D., G.S., HQ. 2 Cdn Inf Div, January 1945,
Appx 1l: Ops Log, Serial 5759, 1 Jan 45). Indeced, this
action served well, for it reminded the troops, in the
Canadian Army sector at least, that the enemy could still
hit back and that the state of alarm must not, as yet, be
abandoned. While the concentrated effort to break up the
German offensives in the Ardennes continued with unrelented
fury and amid appalling ground conditions, First Cdn Arm
still awaited developments from the Altena threat, (Pirst
Cdn Army .Int Summary No. 188, 4 Jan 45, Pt I, para (1))
Goneral Crerar assumed responsibility for Walcheren and the
two Bevelands on 3 Jan with a vie~ to consolidating the
northern flank defences, and as a result 4 Commando Tde,
together with Royal Netherlsnds Bde and certain anti-aircraft
units now came under the unified command of First Cdn.Army
and were in turn passed to 1 Brit Corps, The -Canadian Army
front at this stage extended from Venlo on the Meuse to West
Kapelle, on Walcheren Island, a total distance of 175 miles
(W.D.y, G.0.C.~in-C., First Cdn irmy, January 1945: Gen s
Crerar's Despatch, 31 Jan 45; and AEF 45/1 Brit Corps/C/H,
Docket III: Sitrep, folio 92, 3 Jan 45)

132, On the same day, in its role of Corps reserve, 4 Cdn
Armd Div was ordered to be prepared to countecr-attack any
enemy penetration south of the Tilburg - Oosterhout rozad.
This involved a further re-grouping, and the division was

now sub-divided into three combat teams, (7.D., G.S., H.Q.

4 Cdn Armd Div, 3 Jan 45) - an armoured brigade group, an
infantry brigade group and an additional force made up of

29 Cdn Armd Recce Regt and Lake Sup R, (Mot) less one company
(WoDey GoS.s, H.Q. 4 Cdn Armd Bde, January 1945: Appx 13,
Counter~Attack Role, 3 Jan 45), Each group was then given
several concentration areas to reconnoitre down to the lowest
level, so that the counter~thrust might be quickly organized
(WDey GoS., H.Q. 4 Cdn Armd Div, -2 Jan 45), This reshuffling
involved a move westwards to Etten and Hoeven by the 29 Armd
Recce Group, who also positioned elements at Rijsbergen.
(W.De, 29 Cdn Armd Recce Regt, 3 Jan 45)

133, While the newly formed battle groupscarricd out
their detailed reconnaissances, the divisional artillery was
called upon by R.A,, 1 Brit Corps to suprlement the fire
power for Operation "TROJAN" (%W.D., H.Q. R.C.i,, 4 Cdn Armd
Div, 5 Jan 45), This operation, which was designed to force
the enemy to disclose his strength in guns and mortars, com-
bined an artillery programme and & river crossing by two
pla toons of Polish infantry east and west of Heusden (AEF 45/
4 Cdn Armd Div/C/F, Docket I: Weekly Summery of Ops 1-7 Jan 45),
The attack went in on 5 Jan, but it vroduced only poor results,
inasmich as no prisonsrs were taken (AEF 45/1 Srit Corps/C/H:
folio 87, 6 Jan 45). The intelligence picture, however, was
improved upon and gave evidence that the enemy ‘threat in the
north had decreased substantially and that he was evacuating
mach of his built-up force, (First Cdn Arniy Int Summary ,No 121,
6 Jan 45), This news was of special interest to 4 Cdn Armd
Div, who on 5 Jan received orders to relieve 1 Pol Armd Div
"i'-D., G’.S., H.Q. 4 Cdn Armd Div, S Jan 4:5)1

134, On the extreme left of the Corps! front, 47(R.M.)
Commando continued their aggressive patrols in the area of
Geertruidenberg, The attached troops of 48 Commando now
reverbed to command of the Commando Brigade and moved to the

4 Commando area (AEF 45/1 Brit Corps/C/H: folios 85 and 89,

5 Jan 45), As the result of this exodus, elements of the Dutch
and Belglan contingents had to readjust their positions in
order to fill in the gaps. (Ibid, folios 90 and 87, 4 and 6 Jan 45)
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135, On 7 Jan the Polish sector livened considerably

when 9 Pol Inf Bn attacked the cast end of Kapelschevesr,
where the enemy had established a small but well defended
outpost. (AEF 45/First Cdn Army/C/H, Dockst I: Army Ops
Log, 7 Jan 45, Serials 9 and 39). Here, after some hours of
fierce fighting ‘vhich cost the Polish troops many casualties
nine prisoners were taken and the arca cleared. These prisoner
provided identifications of major interest, as eight of them
were from 3/7 Para Regt of 8 Para Div, concerning whose
whereabouts First Cdn Army was most curious (First Cdn Army
Int Summary 191, 7 Jan 45).

136, At first light on 8 Jan, lNaj-Gen Vokes!' 4 Jdn Armd
Div began to take over the front line from 1 Pol Armd Div
(*.D,, H,Q. G.S., Ops, 4 Cén Armd Div, 8 Jan 45). In the
meantime the 2 Cdn Corps sector had remained comparatively
inactive, though Nijmegen itself came in for a good deal of
attention, from enemy aircraft on New Year's Day (W.,D., G.S.
Ops, H.Q. 2 Cdn Corps, January 1945: AiOppx 3, Ops Log,

1l Jan 45, Scrial 23), In the far north, 49 (W.R.) Inf Div
continued its programme of constant patrolling. On

3 Jan, however, active intercst was aroused when the enemy
vas found to have occupied the Castle at Hemmen and to have
barricaded himself in, The South Wales Bordsrers were
immediately ordered to dislodge him (Ibid, 3 Jan 45, Serial 1%,
The Castle was quickly assaulted by infantry with flame
throwers, but since the German troops had fortified the lower
part of the building with some guile, the attack did not
succeed (Ibid, Serial 15), Tanks were called up, but even
these failed to overcome the resistance and the contact fight
was temporarily called off (Ibid, Serial 18),. Patrols

kept up the pressure all along the divisional front, although
more than one found 1ts path blocked by mines and booby=-
trapped buildings (Ibid, Serial 19). The cold weather
conditions existing at this time made movement difficult, and
considerable hardship was sustained by the many standing
outposts (Ibid, 5 Jan 45, Serial 7), . Enemy ambushes and
counter patrols were frequent (Ibid, 8 Jan 45, Serial 15).
The old Castle ruins at Hemmen were the object of many of
these forays, but they were eventually evacuated by the enemy,
our own troops reporting them burnt out and clear by 7 Jan
(Ibid, 6 Jan 45, Serial 11),

137, Further to the south in the Groesbeek sector,

3 Cdn Inf Div maintained its four-brigade front (W.D., G.S.,
HQ. 3 Cdn Inf Div, 1 Jan 45), The first note of warlike
action for the New Year fell upon R,H,C. of 5 Cdn Inf Bde

(at the time under command 3 Div) when, at 0700 hrs 1 Jan,
the e nemy mounted upon them a deliberate attack which caused
five casualties and what is more significant, the capture of
one of the Highlanders. (v.D., 6,3, Ops, H.Q. 2 Cdn Corps,
January 1945: Appx 3, Ops Log, 1 Jan 45, Serial 20), The
divisional sector as a whole buzzed with patrol activity, for
it was believed that the enemy might be pulling back to new
positions. (AEF 3 Cdn Inf Div/C/F, Docket I : Weekly Summary
of Ops, 30 Dec 44 - 6 Jan 45). However, the costly raids
which followed disproved this i1dea (Ibid, and W.D., 5 Cdn
Inf Bde, 3 Jan 45), On the night of 3/4 Jan R.H.C. was
relleved by R. de Nals and moved west-of the river to join

8 Cdn Recce Regt; R. de Chaud and C., Scot R. still remained
in divisional reserve (W.Ds., R. de Chaud, -C: Scot R.,

4 Jan 45),
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138, A mixed force, combining elements of 8 Cdn Recce
Regt and Tor Scot R. (M.G.), guarded the approaches to the
railroad from Cul jk to 3oxmeey, where the northern positions
of 3 Brit Inf Div began. This divisional area also came in
for its share of enemy air activities on 1 Jan, In this
sector the aggressiveness of the patrols was by no means
confined to our own- troops, for on 2 Jan, & strong force of
enemy crossed the river and attacked the S. Lancs R, Both
sides suffered casualties in this fight, but the British
soldiers acquired a prize of notable value in the form of

one German officer prisoner. (¥.D., G.S., H.Q. 2 Cdn Corps,
January 1945:; Appx 3, Ops Log, 2 Jan 45, Serial 13), The
enemy seemed persistent in carrying the battle to our side
(Ibid, Serial 16), One particular stronghold was discovered
in Eﬁe circular wood just north of Wanssum (Ibid, 3 Jan 4535,
Serial 13), Consequently, a company attack, sunworted by
S.P. guns, was launched at 03350 hours on S Jan. The enemy,
over 50 strong, resisted tenaciously but our troops reached
the wood and seized 12 prisoners before withdrawing (Ibid).
liinor clashes occurred nightly. The area of Wanssum Wood
gspecially attracted plenty of artlllerv ardd mortar fire,

The Wood was attacked again on 4 Jan, but the enemy's well sgf
small arms and defensive fire drove back the as saulting-p&;tjr
with heavy casualties, (Ivid, 4 Jan 45, Seriel 16). A
further effort was put in on 6 Jan, with little success (Ibid
6 Jan 45, Serial 16), but on 8 Jan the tide turned, and after
mich hard fighting by 1 Suffolk, supported by 3/4 County of
London Yeomanry (T...), the area was taken together with

15 prisoners; our own casualties were light (Ibid, 8 Jan 45,
Serial 16).

b
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139, During this time 2 Cdn Inf Div had been widely dispe=
5 Cdn Inf Bde was under command 3 Cdn Inf Div and.4 Bde Gp
was in Boxtel. Divisional Headquarters and 6 Bde alone
remained intact as the Corps reserve. (¥.D., H.Q. 2 €Cdn Inf
Div, 2 Jan 45), Since the enemy offensive in the south,
however, encouraged precautionary measures, at 0900 hours on
2 Jan the G.0.C, 2 Cdn Inf Div, accented the emergency by
holding an orders group and .lssulng instructions for the
movement of 6 Cdn Inf 3de and Divisional Headquarters to the
Tilburg - Boxtel area. This move was to be carried out if
the enemy attacked across the Maas, in which case 2 Cdn Inf
Div, less 5 Cdn Inf Bde, together with 2 Cdn Armd Bde, less
one regiment, would be the Army Reserve, while the major part
of 8 Cdn Recce Regt and Tor Scot R. (M.G,.,) plus one battalion
of 5 Cdn Inf Tde were to come under command 2 Cdn Corps (W.D.,
G.S8ss HQ. 2 Cdn Inf Div, 2 Jan 45; -and %W.D,., G.S., H.Q.

2 Cdn Corps, 2 Jan 45)., On 3 Jan, a minor adjustment of ;
posltion took place when R.H.C. relieved R, de Mais, allowing
the latter unit to revert to command 5 Cdn Inf Bde (W.D.,
R.H.C., 3 Jan 45). On 7 Jan, however, as if signifying

that the "danger" period had passed, 4 Cdn Inf Bde Gp, with
27 Cdn Armd Regt and attached sub-units, moved back from the
area of Boxtel, and reverted to command 2 Cdn Inf Div once
agaln (W.D., H.Q. 4 Cdn Inf Bde, 7 Jan 45). Patrolling and
exchanges of artillery fire continued in mocking monotone of
this dull though expectant period. Iike so many of the
other formations on this extended front 2 Cdn Armd Bde was
widely scattered, Though its headquarters remeined near
H.,Q. 2 Cdn Corps, 10 Cdn irmd Regt was concentrated at Grave,
while 6 Cdn 4rmd Regt was positioned -north of Nijmegen as

a counter-attack force (W.D., H.Q. 2 Cdn Armd Bde, 1 and

2 Jan 45).

/7]
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140, Meanhile the broad overall picture had undsrgone a
satisfying change, On 3 Jan the Allied thrust on Houffalize
had gone in, with VII U.S. Corps attacking on the left of
First U.S. army. This onslaught was followed on 4 Jan with
a hard drive by 30 2rit Corps on the right, Heavy snowfall
and generally bad weather slowed down progress at first, but
on 5 Jan the American advance was resumed, with the result
that on 7 Jan the enemy's main northern supsly route, which
ran from Laroche to Vielsalm, »as cut south-east of Grandmesnil
30 Brit Corps! attack on the right secured Bure on 5 Jan,

and the high-ground to the east of Grimbiermont two days
later (Montgemery, Normandy to the Baltic, p. 223). The
C.-in-C, summed up the Ardennes siftuation in the following
words:

Following the failure of his repeated attacks
launched from the northern side of the salisnt,
the enemy tried to shift his main weight further
mest and south-west, Essmtial to this re-
disposition, however, was the capture of Bastogne
and its road net, The dogged and indeed
aggressive defence of Bastogne by the Americans
continued to attract enemy divisions away from
the northern sector until, by 6 January thcre
were no less than ten divisions, including three
S8, fighting round the place, His failure to
capture Bastogne was the overdue signal to the
enemy that the aArdennes offensive must be called
off., Sound appreciation would have told him
that if the Meuse were not reached quickly,

i1t would not be reached at all;  ‘obstinacy, and
no doubt political pressure, made him keep up
the attack for three weeks and pledge the whole
of hls strategic reserve in the effort,

(Ibid, pp 223 and 224)

141, Despite the C.-in-C's, comments, however, Intelligence
continued to uphold the possibility of the Altena threat:

The situation on.the Army front may be
sumned up as follows, The old line-up from
WEST to EAST of 346, 711, 712, 2 Para, 84,
180, 190 no longer obtains, - More than 346
apnears to be active in the.islands and the
move of some of 346 into the GORINCHEM EQ962
area has NOT been specifically reversed,

711 has already pulled out and is eagerly
awaited dowvn SOUTH. It is possible that .

2 llountain and 6 Parachute Divisions may be
in the BIES303CH and ALTENA, 712 apnears
concentrated in the BOMVELERWARDj; the

troops at TIEL are a mystery, as 1s the set
up of 2 Para, Further SOUTH 7 Para has besn

missing for some time, We have NO modern or
confirmed knowledge of what is behind the
REICHSWALD,

t is clear that the enemy intends to hold
and distract us in HOLLAND and NOT by an :
intelligence telephone battle only, There -is
stilll a threat from SCHOUWEN against the other
EZLAND islands and the mainland. The receding
threat from the ALTENA resurges if in fact

I

6 Para and 2 Mountain divisions have come forward
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since 28 December. The REICHSWAID is
always a potential jumping off place for the
glittering prizes of NIJMEGEN and GRAVE
bridges.

Just when the ALTENA threat appeared to -
be dissolving, these new and sinlster
mysteries of 6 Para and 2 Mountaln come to
plague us’, To the same effect has been the
vigour with which the enemy has maintained
foot holds on our side of the MAAS, in
position NOT vital to defence but to offense.
In this area, we need decisive information
on the divislons and on the¢ present gun
positions across the rivers, Until these
are rcceived that front, too, continues to
be a lbcal menace,

(First Cdn Army Int Summary
No. 192, 8 Jan 45)

THE -IEFT FLiNK: 1 BRIT CORPS 8-14 JAN 45

142, Over to the west in the area of 1 3Brit Corps the
events of the first week had resulted in an abnormal re-
grouping for the units of 4 Cdn .irmd Div and & further
reshuffle had been necessary prior to its move into the line
on 8 Jan, 4 Cdn Armd Bde now had under command 21 Cdn Armd
Regt, Lake Sup R. (Mot) less one company, and two batteries
of 5 Cdn A,Tk Regt, with 23 Cdn Fd Regt (S.P.) in support
less one battery. (#.D., H.Q., £ Cdn Armd Bde, January 1945:
Appx 12, 4 Cdn Armd Div Op Instruction No., 20, Para 5,

5 Jan 45), The 10 Cdn Inf Bde Gp consisted of 29 Cdn Armd
Recce Regt, 4lq R., A. & S,H, of C, and 10 Cdn Indep M.G.
Coy, supported by 15 Cdn Fd Regt (Ibid). As part of the
re-grouping, 28 Cdn Armd Regt, Linc & velld R., together
with 14 and 96 Cdn Fd Btys (S.P.), —ould come under command
of the division for operations only and would remain in
reserve, 22 Cdn Armd Regt, the one company of Lake Sup

Re (Mot) and 36 Cdn Fd Bty (S.i.) would revert to command

4 Div, Lake Sup R. (Mot) and 23 Cdn Fd Regt (S.P.) respectively
on 10 Jan, Additional artillery support for the Division
was to be furnished by 19 Cdn Fd Regt (S.P.) who were to come
under command on 2 Jan., 8 Cdn L.A.A. was to remain with the
Tilburg garrison (Ibid)-,

143, On 8 Jan 4 Cdn Armd 3de relieved 1 Pol A,.Tk Regt Gp
north of 's Hertogenbosch, and 10 Cdn Inf 3de prepared to
relisve 3 Pol Inf Bde Gp on 9 Jan, 4 Cdn Armd Div artillery
also interchanged positions with its Polish counterpart,

while 5 Cdn A,Tk Regt took up positions around Lith. Lake
Sup R, (Mot) went into Molenbroek, Orthen and V1ijmen, while
21 Cdn Armd Regt deployed its squadrons to the areas of De
Helde and V1i jmen. The following day, 10 Cdn Inf Bde also
completed its move without incident.:- A, & S.,H, of C, and

29 Cdn Armd Recce Regt took -over Waalwi jk, Alq R. nositioned
itself in and around the moated town of Heusden, while 10 Indep
M.G. Coy dug its gun pits at Hoeven (AEF, Weekly Summry of
Ops 4 Cdn Armd Div, C/F Docket I, 8-14 Jan 45; i,D., H.Q.

10 Cdn Inf Bde, 9 Jan 45), Linc & Welld R. in divislional
reserve, stayed at Loon-op-Zend, By 11 'Jan the entire
division was settled, 28 Cdn Armd Regt having concentrated at
Udenhout and 22 Cdn Armd Regt, who had just returned from
Halsteren, also in divisional reserve,.in the area of the
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Seminary at Raam (W.D., Linc & Welld R, 28 Cdn Armd Regt,
22 Cdn Armd Regt, 9-11 Jan 45),

144, As 4 Cdn Armd Div settled dowm to its task of
watching the river line, and of organlzing patrols, the
situation to the west of Waalwijk, end towards Tholen,
remained unchanged to any marked degree. The river barrier
from Raamsdonk to Willemstad was being held mainly by 18 Cdn
Anmd C.Regt with several Belgian Fusilier. companies under
command; though 47(R.M.)Cdo was still operating in the area
and making frequent sorties into enemy territory (AEF 45/1 Brit
Corps/C/M: January Sitreps, folio 80, 9 Jan 45), 1In the
area extending from Wilemstad westwards te Philipsland, then
south to Halsteren, 62 A.Tk Regt had been joined by a Polish
ermoured regiment (now stationed at Halsteren) (Ibid, folio 77)
and several successful raids were carried out. One of these
was notable for the fact that an entire platoon of personnel
from 62 A,Tk Regt crossed to Schouwen Island, where, after
roaming freely for three hours, they took one prisoner,

killed two enemy and returned without suffering any casualties
(Ibid, folio 78, 10 Jan 45). Along their own front, 18 Cdn
Armd C, Regt had @ novel experience - they encountered civilians
returning from Northern Holland, These courageous men
brought back a wealth of information which helped in no small
way to build up the picture of the enemy's dispositions,
(W.D,, 18 Cdn Armd C, Regt, 10 Jan 45)

145, Further to the east, where elements of 1 Pol Armd
Div had fitted into the defensive line from Waspik to Waalwi jk,
the enemy was observed on 12 Jan to be reinforcing his out-
post on Kapelscheveer, It fell ©to 47 Cdo to drive the
Germans to their :-own side of the river; for this position,
though as yet a small thorn in First Canadian Army’s line,
might well develop into a prickly growth with disturbing
branches. The Commando operation began on 13 Jan, The
attack started well, and a few stout troops managed to reach
tho objective, but as the hours passed, opposition became

so stiff and casualties so numerous that they had to be with-
drawn, (AEF 45/1 Pol Armd Div/C/H: folio 98, Sitrep,

14 Jan 45; AEF 45/1 Brit Corps/C/H: Sitrep, folio 70,

14 Jan 45), Ag it was evident that it would require a larger
force to succeed, the enemy position was contained with a view
to attacking it in-greater strength later. '

146, In the 4 Cdn Armd Div sector 10 Cdn Inf Bde wasted
little time., an intense patrolling programme was immediately
planned by Brigadier J.C. Jefferson, D.S3.0. (W.D., H.Q.

10 Cdn Inf Bde, 10 Jan 45), The first in the series was the
Alg R. scout'!s patrol which crosseq the river during the night
of 11/12 Jan. This patrol, working with great stealth,
pinpointed enemy slit-trenches and patrol routes about
Hederhemert and acquired vazluable information regarding the
opposition, (®.D., H.Q. 10 Cdn Inf Bde, 12 Jan 45).

A, & S.H, of C, followed up this success by crossing the

water in the early hours of 14 Jan. Unfortunately this force
was pinned do'n .and forced to return after suffering two
casualties - (Ibid, 14 Jan 45; W.D., A, &-S.,H. of C.s; 14 Jan 15).
Nevertheless, there was no stopning the ambitious troops.

At first light on 15 Jan Alq R, crossed again, this time with
a larger force of 28 all ranks, and returned after 35 minutes,
During that short time, they killed six enemy and captured

one prisoner from 16 Para Regt of 6 Rara Div (Ibid, 15 Jan 45).
While the infantry units were thus employed, 29 Can Armd

Recce Regt had spent aconsiderable time shooting up the enemy's
area across the river. On 11 Jan 22 tanks carried out a
splendid shoot, On the night of 13 Jan they followed this
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blow by supnorting the Polish and Commando attack on
Kapelscheveer. Thereafter the tank gunners continued to
harass the enemy positions daily (W.D., 29 Cdn Armd Recce
Regt, 13-15 Jan 45),,

147, In the meantime, 4 Cdn Armd Bde's area had not been
void of excitement. Many of the routine patrols which Lake
Sup R. (Mot) and 5 Cdn A Tk Regt carried out developed 1nto
aggressive sorties across the Maas with successful results
(7.D., Lake Sup R, (Mot), 12 Jan 45). But the enemy in turn
had not been idle, He frequently pounded our forward positions
with mortar and raked the riverline with machine-gun fire,

and more than once sent his own patrols to the south bank of
the Maas (Ibid, 15 Jan 45), Though the nights were busy

all along the front, the daylight hours were not without thel:r
use., Troops who were not resting followed trainlng progrommes
and the Divisional Training School at Udenhout was well stockcd
with prospective N.C.0., material from the various regiments,
Recreation was plentiful - dances were held frequently and

the Auxiliary Services took full advantage of the many halls
available to entertain the men with pictures and concerts
(Ibid, 13 Jan 45).

THE RIGHT FLANK: 2 CDN CORPS, 8-14 JAN 45

148, Over on 2 Cdn Corps sector, the picture of the enemy's
dispositions was belng effectively determined by the fairly
constant flow of prisoners and deserters brought in by

patrols (AEF 45/2 Cdn Corps/K/F: Brig N.E. Rodger, C. of S,
Diary, 8 Jan 45), In addition, heavy ammunition and supply
dumping programmes were belng carried out in case Operation
"WERITABLE" should suddenly come to life, Ni jmegen assumed
an especially busy appearance as 49 Div began to clear the
miscellaneous units out of the town to make room for the

build up . (Ibid, 2100 hrs 9 Jan, 0930 hrs 11 Jan 45). The
possibility of "VERITABLE" seemed to fade once more on 13 Jan,
however, when the Army Commander stated that the operation

was still in the indefinite future and that even the date

for the preceding attack by 12 Corps to close up to the

Roer river was not firmly fixed (W.D., G.S., H.Q. 2 Cdn Corps,
13 Jan 45).

149, North and west of Nijmegen 49 (W,R.) Inf Div still
persisted in its patrols, A feature of particular. interest
at this time was the entertainment provided by the enermy's
propaganda loudspeaker, which broke the cold silence in front
of the Lincolns' positions. It was natural for our own

good: humoured retaliation to take the form of heavy artillery
and mortar concentrations, after which no further exhortations
to our men to surrender were heard, (W.D., G.S., H.Q. 2 Cdn
Corps, Jamuary 1945: Appx 3, Ops Log, 11 Jan 45, Serial 6).

A good deal of movement was seen all along the front (Ibid,
12 Jan 45, Serial 3), and the groups who frequently crept

into the enemy's lines invariably netted prisoners (Ibid,

1l Jan 45, Serial 6), One of the more exciting incidents in
thlis locality took place on 13 Jan when the midget submarines
observed by 3 Cdn Inf Div (see para 151) were reported to

be travelling downstream towards the 49 Div sector (Ibid,

13 Jan 45, Serials 13 and 17). These were eventually clearly
seen and engaged by direct 40-mm fire as well as by ground
artlllery, with the result that one at least was destroyed,
The  under-water explosions which followed for some time, however,
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lent truth to the belief that the enemy was attempting to
destroy whatever bridges or booms we had over the Waal River
(LEF 45/2 Cdn Corps/K/F: 13 Jan 45).

150. As the days of January went by, the area of 3 Cdn
Inf Div saw notable increase in offensive activity. On the
8th N, Shore R, launched a daylight attack against the well-
sited enemy positions west of Wyler. The attack was made

in heavy snow by a company of infantry supported by wasps

and carriers. The troops, dressed in white camouflage smocks,
achieved some success as three ‘prisoners were taken, and the
enemy position was occupied, but the cost was eight men killed,
eight wounded and the loss of two carriers. The enemy, as
always extremely sensitive to violent action, counter-attacked
the same night but were driven off. (w.D., G.8, Ops, H.Q.

2 Cdn Corps, January 1945, a»px 45, Appx 3, Ops Log, 8 Jan 45,
Serials 20 and 2:%)., The following day H.L.I. of C, raided
Einjeshof Farm, some two miles north-sast of Beek, but this
attack only succeeded in driving out the ememy temporarily,
(Ibid, 9 Jan 45, Serial 21), Normal patrols continued to be
despatched with varying success. There were stlll numbers

of clvilians arriving from the enemy's side of the river,

and these were immedlately taken into custody until idsntity
was established. Many. of these were, however, authentic
refugees and provided much interesting and greatly needed in-
formation, (w.D., G.S., H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div, January 1945;:
Appx 1, Ops Log, 9 Jan 45, Serials 6 and 7). On the night

of 12/13 Jan, R, de Chaud carried out another raid in the
vicinity of Wyler, Here the assaulting parties killed
several of the enemy and captured two prisoners, but the

cost to the raiders was severe, four men being killed, four
wounded and one left unaccounted for, (Ibid, 13 Jan 45,
Serial 23). Meanwhile a more agreeable note had been struck
on the night of 10/11 Jan when 6 Cdn Inf Bde relieved 5 Cdn
Inf Bde, to come under command of 3 Cdn Inf Div, (Ibid,

11 Jan 45, Serials 2 and 4).. 5 Cdn Inf Bde reverted to

2 Cdn Inf Div and thus heralded the return of this division

to a direct operational role, 2 Cdn Inf Div-itself came

into the line on 12 Jan, and the old boundaries which had

been changed during the New Year state of emergency were
restored, 9 Cdn Inf Div now disposed itself with 8 and 9 Cdn
Inf Bdes in the forward areas, and N, Shore R, and 1 C, Scot
Rey who up to this time had been under direoct divisional
command, now reverted to their own brigades, (Ibid, 12 Jan 45,
Serial 25) R

151, The element of the fantastic came to 1life later that
day, when at about 1200 hrs (13 Jan) 9 Cdn Inf Bde reported

a peculiar craft moving upstream on the Waal River, (W.D.,
GeS., H.Q, 2 Cdn Corps, January 1945: Appx 3, Ops Log, 13 Jan 45
Serisl 12). It was clear that this was an under-water effort
by the Germans to destroy the Nijmegen bridge, -Our fire
caused the f irst craft to beach, whereupon the crew emerged,
only to be engaged by small arms fire, A few minutes later

a2 second object blew up in the water, (Ibid, Serials 13 and
14), An hour later two more submarines were reported to be
going downstream and two torpedo-like smaller craft were secn,
one of which beached itself, vhile the other became entangled
in the naval boon, The latter blew up and caused some damage.
Several other explosions followed and eventually a gap was
blown in the boom to a width of 150 feet. (Ibid, Serials

23, 24 and 26), During the late .afternoon, however, bomb
disposal squads and Naval specialists repaired much of the
damaﬁe to the boon, The bridge itself remained untouched.
(AEF/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/F: Docket I: Weekly Summaries of Cdn Ops

and Activities, 6-13 Jan 45),
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152, Since 4 Cdn Inf Bde Gp's return from Bozxtel, 2-Cén
Inf Div had been regrouping. On 10 Jan, 6 CdAn Inf Bde
exchanged positions with 5 Cdn Inf Bde The lat ter formauiOﬂ,

having held its line continuously and *i*houu relief since
15 Dec 44, reverted to command 2 Cdn Inl Div with its
attached sub-units and was re joined by R.H.C. from its
attendant role at Divisional H.Q. A newly formed € Cdm Inf
Bde Gp, consisting of 6 Cdn Inf Bde (less Fus M.R.), 6 Cdn
Fd Regt together with elements of 3 Cdn L.A.A. Regt, 108 A,TE
Bty and 10 Cdn Fd Amb, went to 3 Cdn Inf Div for.operations,
while Fus M,R. remained under direct control of G.C,C. 2 Cudn
Inf Div. (W,Dss, H.Q. 5 and 6 Cdn Inf Bdes, 12-13 J¢ :
and ¥,D., G.S., H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Div, Januery 19435: AppX 2,
Sitreps, 10 Jan 45). There was little news of opsratlional
interest, 8 Cdn Recce Regt and Tor Scot R. (M.G.), wao
held the thin line from Cuil jk to Boxmeecr, continued their
routine patrols, On the morning cf 12 Jan, as 2 Cdn Inf
Div prepared to take over a porticn of the front, the G.0.C.
outlined his »nolicy on the resumption of responsibility for
the Groesbeek sector (W.D., H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Div, 12 Jan 45),
and by 2030 hours the same night, the brigades were in
position, The troops went into the front-line imbued with
new enthusiasm, for, as Ma j-Gen Matthews had stressed that
day, the planning of Operation "VERITABLE" would probably
be based upon the information g"innd by 2 Cdn Inf Div.
(Ibid). 2 Cdn Armd Bde, now entirely on 2 Cdn Corps' front.
re maIned static in 1ts reserve task, (W.D. s HiQ. 2 Cdn
Armd Bde, 11-13 Jan 45)

w

153, In the meantime 3 Brit Div's area on the right flank
was mainly significant for its qtletnrs:. Little of
importance occurred apart. from the daily petrols and the
gathering of the occasional prisoner {H.D., G-.Se5 HQ s 2'CAN
Corps, January 1945: Appx 5, Ops Log, 1C Jan 45, Serial 6).,
The dlivisional artillery and mortars harassed ths opposing
positions with some consistency and the enemy was not loathe
to retaliate, (Ibid, 13 Jan 45, Serial 2)

THE LARGER PICTURE

154, « While First Cdn Army had been carrying out 1is alletted
task, the.tide in the Ardennes was gradually tucralng against

the enemy's offensive, although the weather had to sore

extent slowed down our progress, Neveriheless, laroche had
fallen on 10 Jan, and 6 Airborne Div had entered Si Hubertv:®

the following day, while by 13 Jan 51 (H.) Inf Div was on the
line of the Ourthe south of ILaroche &nd thq'?ttack of XVIIT

U.S. Airborne Corps from the azn..~ of Stavelot = Malmedy to-
wards St.Vith was providing a dire thrcat to the enemyis

communications at the base of thu e"is“im" sellent.
(Montgomery, Normandy to the Baltic, p. 29l} In the Saar,
the enemy's penetration had not incrsasec, but very heavy

fighting continued in the region of Hotten (R1733) and
Herusheim (R1214%), Furthermore therc were definite indications
that the eneny was making an all-out effort io consolidate

his galns towards Strasbourg, and it dally btecems clearer

that the German attacks were belng conduccted with a viaw %o
capturing this old city. (First Cdn Army Irt Surimaries

Nos, 191, 193, 194, 195 and 196, 9-12 Jan 45)

155, On First Cdn Army's front the air of mystery which
had surrounded the enemy's intention north of the Maas River
since the beginning of the year had not been dispelled: If
anything it was more puzzling.,




r———_
@

% G

With the mass of civilian information,

* the constant redisposition of the enemy, and
the lack of recent photo cover, the enemyt!s
threats across the Maas and in the 1slands
cannot be dismissed out of hand.

Of the two, present evidence prefers Schouwen.
Two divisions have left the Altena and last
evidence showed a substantial decrease in guns.
On Schouwen however, there has been no reported
reduction, nor has there ever been the same
definition of intention made by photo inter-
pretations,

ffensive operations from Schouwen, Overflakee
and North of the Hollandschdiep must be expected
until the contrary is proven.

(First Cdn Army Int Summary
No. 196, 12 Jan 45)

156, By 13 Jan, however, two bits of newly acquired
information went a long way towards solving the difficult
intelligence problem in the north, where since 5 Jan climatic
conditions had prevented air-photo reconnaissance, as well

as ‘operational flying of any importance (Ibld, Nos, 191 to

197 1incl, 7-13 Jan 45)., Civilian line crossers added further
information, and the situation was now appreciated thus:

Middelharnis ES5357 and Sommelsdl jk R5257 on
Overflakee each have a garrison of 2000 troops,
the Middelharnis contingent having arrived
22 Dec 44, They were expected to attack through
Schouwen either against Walcheren or Brabant
but by 9 Jan 45 this attack had been postponed
indefinitely, If we discount the numbers this
report checks very neatly with other information
and the appreciation already made, It does not
dlspose of the Schouwen threat but places it under
some reasonable restraint. '

2 Para Div continues in the Arnhem island as
two PW of 7 Para Regt taken south-east of E649737
proved today, Thus, at the least, we have
regiments of both 2 and 6 on the island, The
attempts this afternoon to break ‘the Nijmegen
bridge suggest that a new venture is being.
directed there, For the moment then, 6 Para
Div must be assumed to be on the west of the
island with 2 Para shifted slightly to the east

(Ibid, No. 197, 13 Jan 45)

This evidence that the threat from the North Sea islands was
waning eased the anxiety on the Army's front, though prisoners
and other sources showed.thet some of the concentrations still
remained. (Ibid) ¢

157, By 16 Jan, after a stiff and costly battle, the res-
pective thrusts of First and Third U.S. Armies in the Ardenncs
met, and the hostile salient was reduced to a bulge. General
Elsenhower now ordered First U.S. irmy to return to General
Bradley's command, but left Ninth U.S., irmy under direct control
of the C.,~-in-C., 21 Army Group. Fleld Marshal Montgomery
began withdrawing all his British troops so that they might
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regroup for the Rhine battles to follow, There was no
time to be lost, for as the C.-in-C. stated:

Now was the opportunity to proceed with
the utmost desnatch to carry out our
plans, in order to take full advantage
of the enemy's fallure.

- (Montgomery, Normany to the Baltio,
De 22%)

Furthermore, the C,-in-C. continued:

The enemy had been prevented from crossing
the Meuse in the nick of time.

The German counter stroke had becen mounted
with skill, and the attempt to drive a wedge
between the British and .merican forces to
strike at our main sup»ly bases of Liege,
Brussels and Antwerp had been & bold though
desperate bid to upset the progress of our
strategy and to turn the situation on the
western front to the enemy's advantage. The
ability of the Germans to continue the war
depended on avoiding concurrent major offensives
on both the eastern and western fronts, Their
stringent resources demanded a:‘policy of alter-
nation, whereby one front was stabilized while
they concentrated against the other,

3y the Ardennes offensive the onemy had hoped
to hit the Western Allles so hard that our plans
would have been seriously retarded, and the
German striking force could have been switched
to the sore-pressed eastern front,

There was another reason for playing for
time, Time was necessary for the development
of production in the dispersed industries
remaining in operation, and in the underground
factories vhich were being speedily constructed.,
New weapons were on the way: jet-propelled
aircraft and faster submerines. Efforts had
also to be made to make good the losses suffered
in the winter battles of attrition and to raise
the standard of the depleted German infantry.

There may also have been political considera-
tions prompting the Ardennes offensive; Hitler
may well have hoped to secure some success to
brighten the Christmas of the depressed German
nation,

(Ibid, pp 224 and 225)

158, Although the Allied fortunes were definitely on the
upward swing in the s outh, on the First Cdn Army front the
Intelligence staff was still in a bewlldered state regarding
the northern flank, Since the threat in the north was :
primarily from paratroops, prisoners from this type of for-
mation were searchingly questioned, and the conclusion was
reached that 6 Para Div held the-.-Land Van Altena and the
Bommelerwaard, 2 Para Div the Island &4nd that 712 Div had
been relieved. An alternative theory was that 6 Para Div
was positioned from Biesbosch to Wageningen with elements of
712 Div under cormand, This then was the information passed




on to the front line troops, together with the exhortation

to stimulate the defence of the extended line by aggressiVe
patrolling. (First Cdn Army Int Summary No, 199, 15 Jpn 45) .
During the last two weeks the enemy's patrol activity na

fallen somewhat below the peak reached in-late Daueroc*c

Up until 13 Jan only nine enemy patrols were observed, =
mainly in the vicinity of Geertruildenterg. On the Reichswald
front the enemy's actions were more consistent, especially
about the to'n of Wyler Meer, From these activities it
could be deduced that the enemy had been mostly interested

in the sector between the Altgna and .rnhem Island and in our
dispositions before the Reichswald Forest. (First Cdn Army
Int Summary No. 198, 14 Jan 45)

159, In respect of offensive action, the elementis were
not with us, The weather, which had c¢losed down during the
second week of January, brightened considerably about 14 Jan
and allowed our air forces once again to remind the enemy of
his inferiority in this respect, This, however, was not

a lasting blessing, and throughout the week which followed
the few clear hours of flying literally had to be snatched
from the unsympathetic climate, In splte of this handicap
some 1250 sorties were flown up to and inciuding 20 Jan,
(RAF., 84 Gp, Int Summary Nos 159 - 164, 14 =~ 21 Jan 45)

INTENSIVE PATROLLING AND SMALL-SCALE ACTION, 15-21 JAN 45

160 4 While the remaining enemy was belng dealt with in the
Ardennes bulge and the Germans were attempting o roinfor“e
their positions in the Saar, Lt-G=3n Crocker, Comd 1 Brit
Corps, received a message from General Crerar, in which the
G.0.C.~in-C, stated:

There 1s very strong evidence that the enemy
has abandoned his previous Intention of
launching a strong attack agalinst the front
of 1 Brit Corps.

(G.0.C.-in-C, 1-0-4/1: Letter
from G.0.C.-in-C, First Cdn Army
to Lt-Gen Crocker, Comd 1 Brit
Corps, cdated 14 Jan 45)

General Crerar continued by saying that should the enemy revise
his intention, 4 Cdn Armd Div (which hed been under command

1 Brit Corps since the beginning of the year) would be at the
immediate disposal of First Cdn Army. In addition, since
Operation "VERITABLE" was again under active planning and
would probably call for participation by 4 Cdn Armd Div on
some considerable scale, he suggested that 1 Pol Armd Div end
4 Cdn Armd Div should each hold as narrow & front as pessible,
while the maximum amount of training for the anticipated
operations should be done by their troops in reserve, (Ibid)
In fulfilment of this aim both divisions sugmented their
front line activities by intensified training in the rear
areas, W.D., HQ., 4 Cdn ‘Armd Div, 15 Jan 45)

161, In the eastern part of the Corps sector, 1 Pol Ar
Regt, now situated at Halskteren, and 62 A,Tk Regi with seve

- companies of Belgian Fusiliers under command, w;tc*?a the

water barrier from St. Philipsland to &eertriidenberg. Civiiiap

line crossers continued to arrive in cur forward positions

daily. Many of these, apart from conveying the picture of

the great hardships being experienced in Northern Holland under

the German heel, gave other useful information. (v.D., 18 Cén




Armd C, Regt, 15 Jan 45), The enenmy, 2s & whole, was
inactive in this scctor, although some shelling occurred
and almost every raid produced some prisoncrs., Most note-
worthy of these was a raid by No, 4 Cdo on Schouwen Island,
which accounted for 16 of the enemy, eight being left dead
along the dykes., (Ibid, and AEF 45/1 Brit COﬁnu/F/H'
Sitrep, 18 Jan 45, folio 98). A further note of interest
is found in the fact that during 192 Jan the water level
along the river rose to such a2 height that many of the
forward positions had to be evacuated (W.,D., 18 Cdn Armd
Ce Regt, 19 Jan 45) - a welcome move for many soldiers,

for the heavy snowfalls had made the watery trenches the
most disagreeable of domiciles, (Ibid, 20 Jan 45)

162, While to the east of Geeriruidenberg elements of

1l Pol Armd Div and 47(R.M.)Cdo kept Kapelscheveer under close
serutiny, greater excitement was tao be found on 4 Cdn Armd
Div'!s front, where Maj-Gen Vokes' men were winning new
laurels in their frequent dashes acrecss the river, On the
successive nights of 14 and 15 Jan, groups of Lake. Sup R,
(Mot) embarked from the areas of Gewande, Bokhoven and Empsl
and slid over the water., Each of these patrols elther
captured a prisoner or inflicted fatel casualties on the
enemy (w.D., Lake Sup R. (Mot), 14 and 15 Jan 45), This
effort by no means surpassed that of Alq R. of 10 Cdn Inf
Bde, who, following up 1ts successes of 14 Jan, crcssed in
some sStrength on 18 Jan to bring back tvro unfortunate
prisoners, (W.D., Alg R., 18 Jan 453). The armoured regiments
and the divisional artillery spent the daylight hours and a .,
good part of ecach night showering shells of all calibres
upon every visible object on the gnem;'s side, (LED 45/,

4 cdn Armd Div/C/F, Docket I:  ‘ieclly Summary of Ops,

15-20 Jan 45) i

163, While the attention of the enemy was being thus
engaged, the G.0.C. 4 Cdn Armd Div was buslly drawlng up
plans for a more ambitious undertaking, for on 14 Jan Ma j-Gen
Vokes had received instructions from G.0.C. 1 Brit Corps %o
destroy the enemy bridgeshead on Kapslscheveer. (W.D., H.Q.

4 Cdn Armd Div, 14 Jan 45). On 17 J2n this order was passed
for execution to Brigadier J.C. Jefferson, D.S.0,, Comd

10 Cdn Inf Bde, who outlined hls plan to his subordinates
that same day. It was to be a full battalion attack by Line
& Welld R,, supported by the entire resources of 1 Brit Corps,
and was to be carried out betwsen 26 and 31 Jan, Once
entrusted with the details of this operation, Major J.F.
Swazye, acting C.0, Linc & Welld R., LmAeiiatﬂly set about
training his force for the assault, which was given the code
name, Operation "ELEPH:NT". (wW.D., 10 Cdn Inf Bde, 17 Jan 453).
while the new plans were being considered, Lake Sup R. (Mot)
again claimed headline attention by launching a full company-
raid across the water in broad daylight to the east of Empel.
The entire operation, which went 1In at 1230 hours on 17 Jan
was carried out with clockwork precision against light
opposition, with the result that not only was the required
number of two prisoners slightly exceeded for a loss of only
four wounded, but the information obtained wes of such high
value that the divisiors was heartily congratulated by the
Corps Commander, (W.D. , H.Q. 4 Cdn Armd Div, 17 Jan 45)

164, while 4 Cdn irmd Div continued to harass the eneny
positions north of the Maas, the general situation in the
area of 2 Cdn Corps remained comparatively unchanged, In

the Ni jmegen salient, 49 (W.R.) Inf Div had expericnced
several brisk encounters with the opposition, oné of which
took place on the night of 15 Jan at a cost of one cfflcev
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and nine other ranks lost, (W.Dey GSey HB. 2 Cdn Corps,
January 1945: Appx 3, Ops Log, 16 Jan 45,Serial 3).,
Identifications, however, were procured regularly to dis-
close the presence of 7 and 18 Para Regts (Ibid, 17 Jan 45,
Serial 13). That thesée troops were not lacking in initiative
was proved once more at first light on 18 Jan, when three
determined attacks were flung against the Lelcestershire
positions near Zetten. The first two of these were thrown
back, but the third, estimated at company strength, completely
overran the British forward platoon. Speedy support arrived
from 6 Cdn armd Regb, and by 1630 hours the situation was
restored somewhat, and 25 enemy prisoners were counted., it
0600 hours next morning the enemy launched a fresh attack,
and soon fierce strect fighting was taking.place in Zetten
itself. By 1730 hrs, however, most of the enemy who had
infiltrated into the 3ritish locality had been pushed out

and the sector again became quiet, while the clearing of the
town continued, (Ibid, 17 Jan 45, Serials 9 and 12),
Another 11 prisoners had been collected against our own heavy
losses of 51 killed, wounded or missing. (Ibid, 20 Jan 45,
Serial 4), Small attacks occurred across the divisional
front almost daily, (Ibid, Serisls 8, 14, 15 and 16),

But by the night of 20 Jan Zectton was clear and the village
of Hemmen, from which -many enemy patrols had been operating,
was belng searched, in order that a demolition programme
might be carried out which would deny the enemy obsesrvation
posts in that area. (Ibid, 21 Jan 45, Serial 9)

165, Further to the south in the Groesbeek sector, 2 Cdn
Inf Div remained firmly emplaced in its defensive area,

4 Cdn Inf Bde held the northern half of the divisional sector,
6 Cdn Inf Bde the left with 5 Cdn Inf Bde in reserve, 8 Cdn
Recce Rogt still remained between Cul jk and Boxmeer, Apart
from 14 Jan, when our troops experienced a leaflet raid from
low flylng enemy aircraft, little of interest occurred,
although there had been indications on 17 Jan that there was
an enemy concentration in the woods between Gennep and Hel jen.
This and all other movement was as a matter of course dis-
couraged by heavy artillery fire as soon as it was observed,
(Weekly Summaries of Cdn Ops and Activities, 2 Cdn Inf Div,
14-20 Jan 45), On 20 Jan, the G.A.F. again flew over the
divislional sector, and enemy troops were seen forming up near
Katersbosch and Middelaar opposite Fus M.R. They were
immediately dispersed by our guns, In contrast with the
dull existence in the front line, the rear arcas were busy
hives of activity, Training of every description was being
carried out by all units in preparation for the Spring
offensives, (Ibid)

166, Following the tense moments created by the enemy?'s
midget submarine attack on Nijmegen Bridge on 13 Jan, 3 Cdn
Inf Div, which had relinquished its responsibilities in the
Groesbeek sector to 2 Cdn Inf Div on 12 Jan, continued to
send out contact reconnaissance and fighting patrols zgainst
84 Div, which occupied the front along the Reichswald Forest.
(AEF 45/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/F, Docket I: ‘Weekly Summaries of
Cdn Ops and Activities, 14-20 Jan 45), On 15 Jan, 7 Cdn
Inf Bde, having handed over its commitments to elements of

2 Cdn Inf Div, relieved 2 Cdn Inf Bde in the left sector
(WD., G.S., H.Q. 2 Cdn Corps, Jarmary 1945: Appx 3, Ops Log.
15 Jan 45, Serial 1), but two days later 9 Cdn Inf Bde once
again took up a forward position, this time from 8 Cdn Inf
Bde, in the southern half of the divisional fraont, (Ibid.
18 Jan 45, Serial 2). The reliefs made possible by this
speedy system of rotation were warmly welcomed by the troops
who had all been in the line since 25 Dec 44,




167, In the extreme south,
led a quiet existence until 12 3 19 Jan, thn it
reverted to command Sccond Bwitish Army. As a result the
existing boundary between 8 Cdn Reccce Regt and Brit Diw
now became the new Army boundar: 5 ; , Op

First Cdn Army, Jarrﬁr? 1245: Apprx 58, Ops Log, Si
No, 358, 19 Jan 45)

rit Dlv had temporarily
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168, The sArdennes sitnation was by now greatly improved.
Since 14 Jan the American forces in the south had made
NY" = = 1

excellent progress, n 15 Jan Taird U.S. Army had attacked
the enemy's bridgehead nsar Saalsntern, while First U.S. Army
closed in on Houffalize, Meanwhilc, 30 Brit Corps (under
command Third U.S. irny), whose troops nad undergone nuch
stiff fighting, wers regrouping and preparing to disengage.
(AEF 45/First Cdn Army/G/E: Press Confcrence No. 236,

15 Jan 45). On 16 Jan, whie VI U.S. Corps assaulted Hatten,
and patrols of VII U.3. Ccrps prodded inte Houffalize, to
find it evacuated (Ibid, No. 257, 16 dan 45), troops of

XVIII U.S. Airborne Corps méne s=till fizhting bitterly around
Malmedy and Stevelot. (Ibid). Thet sams morning 12 Brit
Corps went over to the offensive towards Susteren and by

0900 hours 18 Jan Susteren was clear. [n the meantime,. the
Amerlcan armies hed continved their respective drives and

had captured Vielsalm, Bourcy and Longu-lly, silx miles’ south-
east of Bastogno., (ibid. No, 239, 18 Jan 45). By the
morning of 20 Jan, as” 12 Brit Cc“o~' attack steadlly gained

ground and the American forces conbinued their advance,, a
further flame was kindled in the Colwmer sector where First
French Army lunged forward 5o the offensive (Ibid, No. 242,
21 Jan 45). ¥ ¥es

169, At first the enemy, according to the C.-in-C., "hsad
succeeded in wresting the inltiative from us, and in forcing
us to postpone our own offensive intenticns, The Lllies had
been caught off balance by the enemy, and had suffered &
tacticel reverse." (Montgomery, op oit, p. 226), However,
by 20 Jan, it was clear that, aithougn n8 still held St, Vit
and was fighting with unabated fury,

especlally in the area c¢f

Strasbourg, where he had menaged %o reinforce his formations,
he was "1thu“aW1ng from the Ardermes front, (First Cdn Army
Int Summary No., 204, 20 Jan 45, para 1) The Germans were
evidantly hara Dreay,d, not onlv in the west, In the east,
on 12 Jan, the long : awaited Russian winter offensive had

begun, It was not lcng before General Crerer received &
report that the Russisns had identified 711 Inf Div, which
had only recently besn zeen on the Maas line, on the Russisn
front in Hangary. This was the flirst time that the enemy had
accomplished such a gquick treusfer from one front to the
other, and it gave sign that all was 2% well, (General

n 19
Crerar's Despatch, 5 Apr 4!

170.. At a C.-in-C.'s confersrnce whish $o0ok place on 16 Jan,
the 11‘1&311:1-731’3(151'I had appreclatsd that von Runssedt might
strike apgain from his base along the Siggfrlied Tine very
shortly, and had stated -the immedlate necessity for recovering
the initiative,. Field-larshal ontgomery sald t hat his
proposal for dealing a J<:.3°7s blow in ths ncar future had
already been accepted by the Susrere Commander, and. that the
plan as generally agreed upon i: uarl" December would remain,
(Gen Crerar's Despatch, 5 Api 45, p. 2, para 8; amd W.D.,
G.0,C.~in-C,., First Cdn Army, Jamery 1945: Appx 2. pcra 4)
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The C.=-in-C. also confirmed the arrangements by which the
bulk of the formations allotted to First Cdn Army for
Operation "VERIT\3LE" would be placed at General Crerar's
disposal from 18 Jan (Gen Crerar's Despatch, as above).

Gds Armd Div came under command First Cdn Army at 1200 hours,
while H.Q. 30 Corps, 51 (H.) Inf Div and 34 Tk Bde followed
at 1800 hours the same day, (¥.D.y G.S, Ops, HQ.: First
Cdn Lrmy, January 1945:; Appx 58, Sitrep, 19 Jan 45)

191 On 21' Jan, -Field-lKarshal Montgomery issued a further
directive in:which he said:

The enemy has suffered a tactical defeat in the
ARDENNES, with severe losses in men and material,

12 Army Gp 1s continuing offensive operations

in the ARDENNES in ord r to take advantage of the
enemy's present unfavourable situation, 4o inflict
further losses on him, and to seize any opportunity
to breach the SIEGFRIED LINE. These operations

are going to be continued so long as they contirue
to pay a good dividcnd; thereafter 1t is the
intention to pass to the defensive in ‘the ARDENNES,
to re-group, ani to attack further to the north

on the right flank of 21 Arny Group,

The enemy is at present fighting a defensive
campaign on all fronts; his situation is such

that he cannot stage ma jor offensive-operations.
Furthermore, at all costs he has to prevent the

war from entering on a mobile phase; - he has not
the transport or the petrol that would be necessary
for mobile operations, nor could his tanks compcte
with ours in the mobile battle.

The enemy i1s in a bad way; he has had a tremendous
battering and has lost heavily in men &nd equipment.
On no account can we relax, or have a "stand still"
in the winter months; it is vital that we keep
going, so as to wear down his strength still
further. There will be difficulties caused by
mud, cold, lack of air support during periods of
bad weather, and so on. But wve must continue

to fight the enemy hard during the winter months.

The main objective of the Allies on the western
front is the Ruhr; 1if we can cut it off from

the rest of Germany the enemy capacity to continue
the struggle will peter out, A further, and

very Important, obhject of our operations must be
to force mobile war on the Germans, We will
therefore continue throughout the winter to
conduct such operations as will:

(a) gain intermediate objectives towards
the RUHR.

(b) place us in a good jumping-off position
for a mobile caempaign in the Spring.

(¢) wear down the enemy's strength at a
y
greater rate than our own,

The first stage in carrying out this »nolicy must
be to close up to the line of the RHINE,
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The immediate objective 1s the line of ths
RHINE north of DUSSELDORF. Thereafter our
hold on the west bank of the river will be
extended southwards to BONN, and beyond.

"hen the opportune moment arrives the aAllied
armies ‘will cross the RHINE in strength north
of the RUHR and at such other places as may
be ordered by the Supreme Allied Commander.

(G.0.Ce~-in-C,, First Cdn Arny,
file 1-0, Vol II: Directive
M 548, from C.-in-C., 21 Army
Gp, 21 Jan 45)

172« Fleld-Marshal Montgomery's intention was to destroy
all enemy west of the Rhine as a preliminary to crossing the
river, The outline nlan called for an . attack by First Cdn
4srmy to the south-east, with iIts left flank on the Rhine
River. This attack would in time converge with the drive
north-eastwards by Ninth U.S. Army, while Second British
Army held the centre, but remained ready to cross the Meuse,
The C.-in-C. stated his objectives:

The future 1aydut that we want to achieve 1is to
face up to the RHINE from DUSSELDORF northwards
on a front of three armies:

Ninth Army: DUSSELDORF to excl MORS,

Second Army: MORS to inel REES.

Canadian Army:excl REES to NIJMEGEN.
‘ (Ibid)
He then went on to outline the task for First Cdn Army:

A strong offensive will be launched south=-
eastwards between the rivers RHINE and MEUSE

and carried as far south as the gencral line
XANTEN - GELDERN, As the advance progresses
the whole area will be cleared of the enemy

and a firm flank will be formed on the RHINE,
Reconnaissances will be carried out to determine
the most suitable crossing places.

The operation will be given the name "VERITABIE",

Target date for the operation to be launched:

8 Feb,
(Ibid)
173. The.c.éin-c. appreclated that dry weather conditions

would be the most suitable, and directed that in this case

the basis of the operation would be one of speed and violence,
the armoured columns passing through quickly in order to
disorganize the enemy in the rear and to achieve the object

as rapidly as possiblc, On the other hand, should the
terrain be soft and wet, an alternative plan must be formed,
For this operation General Crerar was directed to keep 30 Brit
Corps on the righ: and 2 Cdn Corps on the left, Furthermore.
the C.-1in-C. added, First Cdn Army will:

(a) hold a secure bridgehead over the RHINE at
NIJMEGEN, There must be no possibility of
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the enemy damaging the bridges by land

or river action, or of interfering with
our affairs by offensive action directed
towards the 'back door" of our offensive.

(b) hold defensively the general line of the
WAAL and MAAS westwards from NIJMEGEN, as
at present.

(c) be responsible for the security of the
islands of NORTH BEVELAND, SOUTH BEVEL.L.N
and WALCHEREN.

In the gencral dispositions of the Army, a2 minimum
of one armoured division will be held in mobile
reserve, in the TURNHOUT area, and this division
will not be employed without reference to me,

(Ibid)

174, The planning staffs at once began to work at high
pressure, for time was short, On 23 Jan Ficld-Marshal
Montgomery held a further conference. He told the assembled
commanders of first Cdn, Second Brit and Ninth U.S., Armies
that Lt-Gen Simpson's projected thrust from the south-east
could not be initiated until his Army was up to the agreed
strength of 12 divisions, but that if First U.S, Army's
attack on the axis of Euskinchen - Bonn went very well, First
Cdn Army might launch Operation "VERITABLE" independently.
The C.-in-C, stated, however, that unless the general
situation to the south looked promising, "VERITABIE " would
not go in without the aid of Ninth U,S,., Army. Thus if the
effort by First U.S. Army did not risc to expectations and
Ninth U.S, Army's attack was therefore not possible, the
offensive as a whole might be postponed. (Gen Crerar's
Despatch, 5 Apr 45, para 12), On this understanding General
Crerar set to work to complete his plans,

175, On 25 Jan,' the G.0.C,.~in-C,, First Cdn Army, issued
his directive to the Commanders of 1 Brit, 2 Cdn and 30 Brit
Corps, and summed up the existing situation as follows:

The enemy has suffered a tactical defeat in the
ARDENNES, with severe losses in men and material.
Flrst U.S. Army is continuing offensive operations
in that sector, in order to take advantage of the
enemy'!s present unfavourable situation and to
selze any opportunity to breach the Sicgfried
Line,

On the front of 6 U.S. Army Group, however, the
enemy continues to re-act offensively, It cannot
be said, therofore, that the initiative has
passed definitely to the Allied Armies on the
Western front, In consequence, 1t is vital
that, in spite of all the difficulties of weather
and terrain, we continue to fight the' enemy hard,
wear down his strength at a greater rate than

our own, and then, by securing a really important
military objective, wrest the initiative completely
away from his possession, .

(‘-‘:.D .y G‘.O |C |_in-C., FiI‘St Cdn
Army, Jan 45: Appx "A"3,
Operational Directive, 25 Jan
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General Crerar then outlined the Army's objectives:

It is the intention of C.-in-C., 21 Army
Group, so to proceed that this situation

is brought about, and as the means to that
end - Operation "VERITABIE" - a strong
offensive launched south-castwards between
Rivers MAAS and RHINE - will be carried out
by First Cdn Army.

The First Cdn Army, with target date 8 Feb,
will attack south-castwards from 1its present
sector east and south of NIJMEGEN, between the
Rivers MAAS and RHINE, with the intention of
destroying all enemy betwecn those rivers and
as far south as the general line GELDERN =~
XANTEN .

It is necessary to assume that the enemy will
strongly man and fight his several lines of
organized defences 1in the operational area
given above, On the basis of this assumption
the operation as a whole, will comprise several
phases and, after each phase 1is completed, 1t
will be necessary to move up the artillery and
supporting weapons and commence the nex?t phase
with co-ordinated and heavy fire support, and
with controlled movement, ; '

Operation "VERITABLE" will, therefore, be basi-
cally planned on the following phases, and
objectlives. ;

Phase 1 The clearing of the REICHSWAID 'and
the securing of the line GENNEP =
ASPERDEN - CLEVE. .

Phase 2 The breaching of the enemy's second
defensive system east and south-east
of the REICHSWALD, the capture of
the localities WEEZE - UDEM - CALCAR - .
ENVERICH and the securing of the "
communications between them. -

Phase 3 The "break-through" of the HOCHWAID
"]ay-back" defence lines and the
advance to secure the general line
GELDERN - XANTEN.

i (Ibid)

176, In the meantime, as discussion of these great plans
progressed, the front had been buried under a cold blanket of
snow, and in spite of the fact that the enemy was showing '
some definite signs of withdrawing, several stiff battles still
raged, (w.D., G.S., Int, H.Q. First Cdn Army, January 19453

Int Summary No. 205, 21 Jan 45). Daily intelligence reports
told a story of increasing activity. :

In the ARDENNES, roads leading up to the front,
which until recently have been comparatively
empty, became alive today, From the air columns
of "1000 plus MT" were seen, conjuring up
memories of the FALLISE gap and the destruction
wrecked upon the retreating enemy in those

days., :
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From the mouth of the fast disappearing RDINNES
salient enemy columns of great size were seen
moving back through ST VITH P8888 and PRUM 0879
and then bearing in a northerly and north easterly

irection through EUSKIRCHEN. The air forces had
one of the best day's huntin' since the campaign
in the WEST began but their best efforts were
unable to halt the enemy in his rearward progress,
There 1s no doubt, however, that the total of
"flamers" was a record.

(First Cdn Army Int Summary
No. 206, 22 Jan 45)

The enemy's intention was apnreciated thus:

Once again the German is on the move, The
significance of today's activity in the ARDENNES
is twofold, Firstly, that the SIEGFRIED line is
likely once again to be pressed into service as
a convenient refuge where he can pause in order
to recover his breath and collect his wits before
the next stage, Secondly, that if this movement
"implies that one of his panzer armies is to be
relieved of its responsibilities, a potential
reserve is created, provided that what is left
behind is capable of menning the permament
defences and preventing any penetration of the
SIEGFRIED Line, With the old familiar divisions
still turning up with monotonoud regularity,

any attempt at thils stage to distinguish which
formations are in the process of leaving the
scene of their short-lived triumph, would be
unprofitable, Whatever formations are with-
drawn, they are but a shadow of their former
selves when they set out so proudly fer their
ANTWERP dash before Christmas,

(Ibid)
THE ATTACK ON KAPELSCHEVEER

I Since 21 Jan, as patrols persisted in their sorties
beyond the water barrier, the front line in 1 Brift Corps

sector had flared up in many places, Particularly was this
the case on 22 Jan, when the enemy had retaliated by sending
over a strong force of about 50 men into the area of St,
Philipsland. Here the Germans overran an observation post
manned by elements of 62 A,Tk Regt and demolished a water
tower, For a while a stiff fight raged, but reinforcements
from 248 A,Tk Bty and 1 Pol Armd Regt were rushed forward,

and they finally restored this situation, (AEF 45/1 Brit
Corps/C/H: Sitrep fol 86, 23 Jan 45), Further to the east,
the uneventful days in the line occupied by 18 Cdn Armd C.

Regt and the Belgian Fusilier battalion were ' in marked contrast
to the busy atmosphere around the area of 4 Cdn Armd Div, whose
patrols continued to weawve their way nightly into the enemy's
holdings, To the rear careful preparations had been carried
out for Operation "ELEPHANT", and by 23 Jan constant rehearsals
had gone a long way towards perfecting the bold plan (See

para 163)., As the enemy's s trength on Kapelscheveer was.
estimated to be at least 150, and liable to:grow if not
immediately ‘destroyed, every aspect of the operation was most
carefully studied with determination to liquidate the bridge-
head at all costs, -
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178, Kapelschevecer is a strip of land formed at 1ts
western end by the splitting of the Maas River and to the
cast by the junction of secveral separate water-courses, the
southerly Oude Maas and the wider Bergsche Maas. The

island is about five miles long and one mile wide, It is
quite flat, completely devoid of vegetation, with endless
dykes around its porimeter and with numberless smill ditches
criss-crossing the soggy fields., At the western end, which
narrows to'‘'s bare 1000 yards, a wagon track ran in a northerly
direction to meet & small, rectangular harbour-like inlet,

at the base o which stood a strongly-built brick house, It
was around this inlet and building that the enemy had centrgd
his defences, which generally followod the water-bound dykes.™
(i Short History, 10 Cdn Inf Bde)

179, The plan for the operation called for the Linc & Welld
R. to assault from three directions simultaneously under a
very heavy smoke programme, "B" Coy riding in Buffaloes

provided by 79 Brit irmd Div would attack from the west,
another force of picked men travelling ln special canoes was
to take the enemy in the re-r, while the main effort of the
operation by "A" Coy, closely followed by "C" Coy, would come
in from the right flank., "D" Coy was to wait in reserve at
Capelle, There mas to be no preliminary bombardment, though
a tremendous quantity of fire power was available for countor-
battery action. The concentration of guns included 4 Cdn
Armd Div artillery, 1 Pol Armd Div artillery, and 4 A.G.R...
(consisting of four medium regiments, oné heavy 7.2" battery
and one heavy 155-mm battery); the mortars would come from
the Polish mortar pletoon and 10 Cdn Indep (M.G.) Coy, whose
heavy machine guns were to be added to those of Tor Scot R.
(M.G.) e The tanks of 28 Cdn Armd Regt also had a part to
play. Their task was to harass all known enemy positions
after H Hour, while elements of 29 Cdn /irmd Recce Regt werec
to give their whole-hearted attention to the north bank of
the river, The smoke programme’ by the guns called for com-
pletely blinding any possibility of observation by the cnemy
from north of the ‘Maas, and this was to be supplemented by
the 3" morter platoon of 4lq R, and A, & S.H, of C, Further-
more, A, & S,H, of C, would have & small force available on
short notice for a diversionary raid north of Waalwi jk,

WeDoy Linc & Welld R.,, January 1945: Appx 11,  Outline Plan
Oneration "ELEPHANT", 19 Jan 45)

180, At 0715 hours on 26 Jan the various headquarters,
tense with excitement, receilved word that 2ll companies and
the canoe party were on the move, In quick order, "A" and
"B" Coys reported at 0830 hours that they werc on thoir ob-
Jectives. "B" Coy having crosscd in its Buffaloes on the
left, had passed the Dyke Junction (080503) on its way forward
and "A" Coy slightly south and west of tho brick house which'
was its objective, The canoe party, however, had suffered a
severe reverse, for as they paddled weéstwards along tho swift-
flowing river, the smoke which was calculated to blind the
enemy on the north bank of the Maas River, suddenly lifted.
The well-laden but small craft provided a choice target for
the enemy's machine gunners and the entire force which was
supposed to assault the harbour of Kapelscheveer :in the rear
was forced to land well short of its goal. Moreover, the
troops encumbered by thelr snowsuits, woere by this time wet
through, their weapons frozen and many totally unservicoablo,
Henceforth the effe~tive fighting value of this group vanishecd.
By 0930 hours, all companies were being heavily mortared,

"C" Coy, which was to pass through "A" on tho right, had got
as far as the north-to-south dyke some 500 yards bchind the

® See ippx "D",
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leading troops, and it suffered heavy punishment from well-
directed mortar and small arms fire. By 1000 hours ths
situation had become much worse: all officers in "A" and
"Ct Coys were casualties; "A" Coy had been driven back to
C" Coy'!s position, while "B" Coy on the left was also hard
pressed and out of touch with the other two sub-units to
the east, At apprnximately 1100 hours, one platoon of

"D" Coy was sent forward on the left to support and reinforce
"3" Coy, but 211 to no avail. The enemy counter-attacked
furiously and "B" Coy was forced to withdraw to the dyke
junction (080503).

181, In the meantime what remained of "A" and "C" Coys
were withdrawn from the Island for reorganization. On the
left "D" Coy was now fully committed and took up position
behind "3" Coy. On the right the regimental anti-tank
platoon went forward to occupy the positions previously held
by "A" and "C" Coys until relief should be possitle, At
1330 hours a further counter-attack was launched against
"B" Coy who, despite the hail of enemy fire which rained
upon them, held fire, An hour later the German infantry
tried new methods, Five boatloads landed near the "BY Coy
posts, but were driven off with the ald of artillery fire.

Late that afternoon, our plan was changed. "D" Coy was now
to pass through "B" Coy and push on behind a heavy concentration
of gunfire to the final objective, "A" and "C" Coys, -whose

resources were now pooled, would fi1ll tho vacant space left
by the assaulting force while "A" Coy A, ! S.H. of C. with

two tanks »f 29 Cdn Armd Recce Regt would relieve the anti-
tank platoon on the right, thus plugging the east end of the
front, During the rest of the day the Canadians held off
strong counter-attecks by the enemy, who had reinforced his
garrison by boat and was now in a position to force the issue.
All night long the guns pounded, but even though our counter-
battery programme was based on the best information available,
the enemy managed to keep up a devastating fire on the island,
causing many casualties. (¥.D.y, H:Q., 10 Cdn Inf Bde, 26 Jan 45)

182, By first light 27 Jan,. several changes had taken
place in the situation. .On the left the Line & Welld R,
anti-tank platoon relieved "B" Coy, who had been forward since
the start of -the operation. "D" Coy had gained some 1000
yards to reach 088505 on the western approaches and were now
firmly dug in. The A. & S,H., of C. offence on the eastern
flank was making slow though definite progress, ably supported
by two tanks of 29 Cdn Armd Recce Regt, An annoying note

at this time was the breakdown of the already shaky Class 40
ferry which had been completed over the Oude Maas the night
before, The weight of 2 'tank upon it had rendered the ferry
useless., By noon 27 Jan, two further attempts by the enemy
to reinforce its gerrison by boat had been stopped. In both
cases heavy artillsry corncentrations had dispersed the boats
and blown some of them clean out of the waier, Nevertheless
the enemy persisted in his efforts to dislodge the men along
the dykes, and a2 good dsal of close fighting took place amid
unbelievably heavy mortar fire, At about 1430 hours a flight
of ' Spitfires arrived to bomb and strafe the objective, and

the enemy quietened down for a short while, although his
defensive fire did not stop, ASs night fell the tired troops
took whatever cover was available, while the engineers worked
feverishly to complete the new bridge on the western flank,
Their task was finished during the hours of darkness, and
three tanks of 29 Cdn Armd Recco Regt moved over to the island
to support "D" Coy in their sattack, which began at 0830 hours
28 Jan .
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183, Meanwhile on the right, 4, & S.H. of C, had committe
a second company. "D" Coy relisved "A" Coy and was soon
working its —ay forward with the aid of one tank, The

advance was difficult, but by 1500 hours "D" Coy A. & S.H. of
C. reported that with the help of Wasp carricrs they had
reached the house (098496) which was the objective in that
area, "D" Coy Linc » Welld R, had also made progress, The
troops gotas far as the bunker 092500, but here the cfficer
commanding became a casualty as mortars hammered the position.
another officer took over and one platoon from "A" Coy was
flung into the fight with the order to press on, but the effort
fallod as this officer too was killed in the almost non-stop
mortar barrage. Elements of the Polish Division now took

up positions nn the open left flank to act as a seal,
Throughout the long, cold hours of the night the troops, in
many cases suffering from frostbite and exposure, stubbornly
held their ground, The frozen ground m=2de it almost Impossikle
to dig in, and the only cover against the unceasing mortar

fire were the watcry shell holes which becamc a most welcome
haven,

184, By nightfall, although "D" Coy A. & S.H. of C, was
still on the objective it had not as yet succeeded in prying
loose the enemy from his underground defences, and at 2200 homn
these same CGermans turned to the attack. and drove back bocth
the Linc & 7elld R, and the 4, & S.H. of C, companies,

Shortly before midnight "D" Coy A. & S.H. of C,; was relieved
by "B" Coy, who immediately prepared for a new attack on the
following day,. Thus ended a day ,of bloody fighting and

heavy losses to both sides, The artillery, again proving

its worth, had been seldom silent for more than ten minutes

at a time, The next morning "B" Coy A, & S.H, of C, threw
themselves forward with renewed vigour. but the approaches

to the two demolished houses on the objective were a perfect
target for the enemy since therc was no cover of any description,
By 1600 hours, as troops of linc & Welld R. held their ground
to the west, the A, & S.H. of C. once again reached the
objective. But once again the enemy refused to be routed
out, holding on with diabolical determination to the basenents
of the shattered bulldings and the slit trenches around them.
Bventually the pressure on' the weary and half-frozen troops
became so severe that the positions in and around the houses
had to be abandoned., In the meantime the enemy activity on
the left had not been so violent but had been confined to
attempts to reinforce his beleaguered garrison, These
efforts were sternly dealt with by accurate artillery fire,
Late in the afternoon 41 (R,M.)Cdo was brought forward to
relieve "C" Coy,

185, During the night 29/30 Jan, the enemy made two

more waterborne attempts to reinforce the bridgehead, These
were successfully smashed by artillery and mortar fire, and

at first 1light "C" Coy A. & S.H. of C,, supported by the few
tanks available, again went forward to the attack. All
through the day the battle raged back and forth and the
Canadian losses steadily mounted, but by evening, although

"A" Coy's forward platoon was still pinned down, its supporting
tank having been knocked out, "C" Coy had finally captured

the main enemy stronghold, Towards midnight the remaining
platoons of "A" Coy relieved "C" Coy and the’ scout platoon
moved up as & welcome reinforcement, tc" Coy As & S.H. of C.,
had been forward for some two days; they had .suffered sub~
stantial casualties and the majority of the men, cold, wet
and hungry, had not slept in more than 70 hours, During the
night 30/31 Jan scouts of the A, & S.H. of C. conbtacted
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the forward platoon of "D" Coy Linc & Welld R,, whose

troops, though not actively engaged in the assault, for the
past few days had béen under a constant and utterly murderous
mortar bombardment, Early on the morning of 31 Jah elements
of ILinc & Welld R. advanced castwards from their wet slit
trenches to close the gap, and at 0900 hours the two battallons
linked up and the entire area was thoroughly cleared and
checked. The battle of Kapelscheveuor was finally over,

It ended against a background curiously twisted by the natural
elements, for as the troops cleared away the debris of battle
and collected the dead, the intense cold seemed to disappear
and the sun broke through the clouds, first turning the atmos-
phere suprisingly warm, and then, as the rays melted  the snow,
dissolving the ground, already thoroughly churned by the
artillery, into & vast sea of mud. (¥.D8., HQ. 10 €dn Inf
Bde, 26-31 Jan 45; A, & S,H. of C., 26-31 Jan 45; Linc &
Welld R., 26-31 Jan 45 and 29 Cdn Armd Recce Regt, 26=31 Jan 45)

186, For sheser misery and for thg extremely heavy price
paid, this minor operation ranks with any in the campaign,
The cold was paralyzing, and many a soldier was carried out
of the action with frozen hands or fcet. The enemy resistance
was the old fierce tenacity of 6 Para Div, coupled with such
fanaticism as can only be found in men drenched in the Nagzi
cult, On more than one occasion participants in the action
reported that they had seen Germans, scorched and burring
from our flame throwers, beat out the flames upon them and
continue to fight until they were killed, The enemy was
completely wiped out; 145 dead were counted, 64 wounded and
34 taken prisoners, but the losses sustained by the troops
of 4 Cdn Armd Div were extremely heavy. Ten officers were
killed, 13 officers were wounded, 44 O,Rs. were killed, 255
were wounded. The tanks were the declsive factor on this
flat, sodden island, where thelr use had been undreamt of,

They, and the engincers who got them across, performed miracles,
although eight Shermans and two Stewart tanks were left

behind, half sunken testimonials of the strangest, probably

the most tragic, and certainly the costliest operation of its
size in the war, (WD., Linc & Well R, 27-31 Jan 45, and

A Short History of 10 Cdn Inf Bde)

ACTIVITIES OF 2 CDN CORPS 22 JAN - 4 FEB 45

187, While 4 Cdn Armd Div's attention had been occupied
with the preparation for "EILEPHANT" and the subsequent terrific
fight at Kapelscheveer, to the east, on the left of 2 Cdn

* Corps' sector, 49 (W.R.) Inf Div had collected 341 prisoners
during strenuous mopping up operations in the Zetten area
(First Cdn Army Int Summary No. 206, 22 Jan 45, parsa 2),

This figure, added to an estimated 250 killed and wounded,
representad a decisive local victory for the British troops,
whose overall casualties were given as 15 killed, 77 wounded
end five missing. (W.D.y G.S., H.Q. 2 Cdn Corps, January 1945:
Appx 3, Ops Log, 22 Jan 45, Serials 10, 13 and 19)

188, South of Nijmegen 2 Cdn Inf Div still maintained a
defensive line as far as Boxmeer, 3 Cdn Inf Div, as of

20 Jan, had 9 Cdn Inf Bde up on the right, 7 Cdn Inf Bde on
the left, while 8 Cdn Inf Bde remained in reserve, Raids

had provided the interest in this sector. The first of these
was Operation "PETE", carried out on the night of 20/21 Jan
by 1 C, Scot R.,, but with 1little result, since the enemy had
withdrawn, More successful was the second, Operation "PAUL",
which was staged by "C" Coy, Nth N.S. Highrs on 23 Jan against
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enemy positions ncar Wyler, and which netted eight prisoners
( WDss, 1 C. Scot R., 21 Jan 45: and Nth N.S, Highrs,

23 Jan 45), These minor actions were welcome breaks in

the monotony of otherwise completely restrainéd action,

In the meantime, 2 Cdn Inf Div also had a quiet time with
few breaks in the general serenity. On 21 Jan the divisional
artillery was active in showering the enemy defences with
propaganda .eaflets, and on 24 Jan & small enemy bridgehecad
near 3oxmeer, which had been discovered two days previously,
was attacked by elements of 27 €Cdn Armd Regt and 8 Cdn

Recee Regt. Despite the fact that the enemy reacted
strongly with 88-mm and mortar fire, his opposition was
overcome and four prisoners were taken. The attacking troops
suffered no casualties, (2 Cdn Inf Div Weekly Summaries of
Ops and Actlvities, 21-27 Jan 45), The following day a
minor regrouping began, with 5 Cdn Inf Bde moving up to take
over from 9 Cdn Inf Bde, This left 3 Cdn Inf Diy,with only
one forward sector, that held by 7 Cdn Inf Bde, who however,
were relieved by 9 Cdn Inf Bde on the night of 29/30 Jan,

7 and 8 Cdn Inf Bdes now were in concentration areas to the
rear, At the same time 3 Cdn Inf Div proceeded to withdraw
and change some of its dispositions south of Nijmegen in
order to provide extra accommodation for other formations
who had arrived to aid in the build-up for Operation
"VERITABIE", (EPEQ’ 3 Cdn Inf Div, 21-27 Jan 45) ~

"VERITABIE" ON THE WAY

189, The end of January found the planning staffs of
First Cdn Army very busy. "VERITABLE" was definitely on the
way, and preparations for the assault were proceeding in a
satisfactory manner, The huge ammunition dumplng programme
was almost completed, while the engineer units worked day
and night, marking the routes and areas - a programme of
activity which in time would facilitate the movement and
econtrol of troops who were to take part in the glgantic

at tack, (W.D, G.S., H.Q. 2 Cdn Corps, 25 Jan 45)

190, All doubt regarding the operation was dispelled at
1700 hours, 1 Feb, when the C.~in-C. told General Crerar
that "VERITABLE" would go in regardless of the situation
elsewhere, Now that this decision had been firmly made,

a cover plan for the coming offensive was produced. The
immediate responsibility for this became the task of 1 Brit
Corps (see paras 89-91), It was meant to convey to the
enemy that

««ofor reasons of the highest political urgency,
the Supreme Commander had been directed to under-
take offensive operations agaiust Northern
Holland.,. Lt-General Croccker's activities would
indicate an active Intention to seilze the "island"
on eithor side of the Hedel - Zaltbomuiel road,.
and to colour the l1llusion that the considerable
concentrations taking place in the Army area

were belng made for the purpose of an attack
across the rivers to the north, firm restric-
tions were placed on all movement north-sast

of a line between Helmond and 's Hertogenbosch,

(Gen Crerar's Despatch, 5 Apr 45)

® . map showing dispositiohs of First Cdn \rry on 1 Feb 4
apoears at Appx "E".

J
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The fact that 30 Corps, now relieved from the Ardennes,
was at the disposal of First Cdn Army and concentrating in
the Army area would add to and further strengthen this
deception,

191, In the Nijmegen area, a vast prograrme of conceal-
ment and camouflage was undertaken to hide the concentration
of weapons, vehicles and ammunition dumps, for as the G.0.C.-
in-C. stated,

esesl pPlaced particular emphasis on the fact
that no effort or thought was wasted which
gained for us the slightest appreciable
measure of surprise. It was on this prin-
ciple that the technique of the fire
preparation for the assault was worked out
in order to sccure the closest possible
integration of movement with overwhelming
fire both from artillery and the air,

(Ib1a)

192, At his next conference on 4 ‘Feb, the C.-in-C.
Informed General Crerar ahd the other assembled commanders

«..that the Supreme Commander had now decided
that the joint offonsives by the First Canadian
and Ninth U.S. Armies were to be carried out

as tasks of first priority. The only exception
would be the operations about to be undertaken
by the First U.,S. Army to capture the dams
controllins the River Roer. LAs a result of

the difficulties experienced by SHAEF, however,
the foreos undcr Lt-Gencral Simpson's :
command would not be so strong as had been
hoped. Tecn divisions only had bscn allotted,
all for the Ninth U.S. .\rmy. Consequently,

no American divisions would be available to

the Socond British Army and Lt-Gencral Dempsey!s
projected crossing of the Meuse-at Venlo would
either not take place, or would be carried

out in a somevhat tentative way, Nor, in view
of this changed situation, would the 7th
British Armoured Division, as previously
arranged, be held in reserve for First Cdn Army.
On the other hand, with the 12th British Corps
in Army Group Reserve, Lt-Gsneral Simpson would
not nov need to keep any ressrve in hand him-
sclf, and could utilize all his formations

for the offensivé, which, barring the unfor-
seen, would go in as a pre-dawn attack on

10 Feb., Lt-Gsneral Simpson added that if the
First U.S. Army had not captured the Roer dams
by that date, his own attack would nevertheless
g0 in, since 1t was not anticipated that any
flooding which the enemy might cause would be
of a nature to require postponement, In the
event, however, this expectation was not
realized and as matters turnsd out, it becams
necessary for me to commit First Canadian

Lirmy with the knowledge that the Americans
might not be able to intervenc for at least a
week.

According to existing intelligence, the C.-in-C.
sald that we should now .assume that the enemy




!--------..---------.-..-.---.--.--.----.----,---
)

o T -

disposed approximately twelve divisions
opposite the threc armies., There was

strong evidence of strengthening opposition
along my o»n front, He estimated that von
Rundstedt could collect up to eleven Panzer

and Pangzer Grenadier divisions, but of these
some would certainly go to the east, others
would be required as a tactical reserve in
front of the First U.S. Army, and he expected
the remainder to resume their previous - -position
in reserve guarding the aporoaches to the Ruhr.

(Ibid)

193, In aporeciating the enemy's situation on the
Canadian Army's front, Gsneral Crerar had excellent reason
to suppose that the sector between the Maas and the Rhine
was defend:d by the 84th Division, strongly reinforced, and
that 7 Para Div remained east of the Reichswald, while he
expected that 15 Pz Gr Div, which probably was 1in reserve,
would be able to join the battle within six hours, (Ibid)

194, To the south of First Cdn Army, operations to clear
the Roermond trlangle had almost terminated. On 20 Jan the
high ground about Bockel had becn secured, and the town of
Heinsberg fell on 24 Jan, By 26 Jan 12 Brit Corps had
~completed its task.” The enemy, apart from a small bridge-
head south-west of Roermond, had been flung back east of the
river, and the area had been handed over to Ninth U,.S., iArmy.
(Montgomery, Normandy to the Baltic, ppr 231 and 232), In
the meantime, to the far north and west, the elaborate
dsception scheme to simulate a bulld-up for an attack by
1l Brit Corps towards Utrécht was under way, Operation
"PURBINATE II", as it was called, involved the recent elimi-~
nation of Kapelscheveer and a series of aggressive patrols
into the enemy's territory, In addition, 15 (S.) Div and
51 (H,) Div were to concentrate in the Corps area for a short
period prior to the start of "VERITABLE" and to carry out a false
relief »f 1 Pol and 4 Cdn Armd Divs, The artillery and
other services also had important roles to play in this plan.
The guns were first to carry out regular reglstration shoots
in the areas across the Maas near Hedel, then move out by
night, leaving dummy guns in positions, The engineers
repaired roads all through the Corps' forward areas and the
immense dumping of stores and amrunition all lent truth to
the theory that a large attack was belng contemplated,

195, In the area of 2 Cdn Corps, the sector of 49 (7.R.)
Div was generally quiet, although there was an abundance of
movement on the enemy's side of the line, (W.D., G.S., H.Q.
2 Cdn Corps, February 1945: Appx 3, Ops Log, 4 Feb %5,
Serials 2 and 163 and 5 Feb 45, Serial 11), Intermittent
exchanges of gun and mortar fire occurred daily (Ibid,

6 Feb 45, Serials 8 and 9), while further south 3 Cdn Inf
Div walted amid the heavy troop concentrations which signified
the speedy end of the statiec period, The congestion in

the Ni jmegen salient was extremely severe, for besides some
200,000 troops, there were approximately 1,300 vehicles and
1000 guns. It was while this force was being collected

that the level of the River Rhine underwent an abnormal
change. The river rose, and most of the ground over which

3 Cdn Inf Div was to attack became flooded. (AEF 45/3 Cdn
Inf Div/C/F: Docket I, 3 Cdn Inf Div Monthly Consolidated
Sunmary of Cdn Ops and Activities, 1-28 Feb 45), Despite
this added setback, however, the general plan was not changed,
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Buffaloes were to be provided for the attack. (Ibid).

196, Meanvhile 2 Cdn Inf Div was also feeling the rise

in tempo as preparations for "VERIT.BLE" went forward,
Special equipment poured into the rear areas, and on 1 Feb
orders were given that no further mines or other obstruction
should be laid in the forward areas, The last days of the
month of January saw the usual turn-over in the front-line
units, S. Sask R. relieved Camerons of C,, who in turn took
over from Fus M.,R. on 31 Jan, The next day R.H.C. exchanged
positions with Calg Highrs on the far flank, and on 2 Feb
R.H.L+sI. relieved R. de Mais to come under command 5 Cdn Inf
Bde far operations. (7.Ds., H.Q. 4, 5 and 6 Cdn Inf Bdes,
1-2 Feb 45). Enemy action was generally restricted to mortar
fire, though on the afternoon of 2 Feb 5 Cdn Inf Bde was sub-
Jected to an intense rocket bombardment, This, however,

was quickly subdued by counter-battery action, and no more
rockets were experienced. In the meantime, as large numbers
of motor transport moved over the roads in the divisional
area, there was a2 slight thaw, which, coupled with the heavy
load of traffic, played havoc with the road surfaces and
aroused some concern with respect to the routes required for
the forthcoming operations. (2 Cdn Inf Div Weekly Summary
of Ops and sctivities, 28 Jan-3 Feb 45; and kionthly Summary
1-28 Feb 45)

197, while the huge stage setting for the coming offensive
was being assembled in Lt-Gen Simonds' sector , the 1 Brit
Corps area, which had held the limelight with the operation
against Kapelscheveer, once again lapsed into relative tran-
quillity. The normal patrols however, continued all along
the front.. On the western flank there had been some changes.
While 4 Cdo Bde and 62 LA ,Tk Regt had little to report,

11 Hussars had arrived at Oudenbosch to take over from 18 Cdn
Armd C, Regt, who in turn departed eeastwards to come under
command of 2 Cdn Corps on 3 Fab, where they relisved 7 Cdn
Recce Regt., (W.D., 18 Cdn Armd C. Regt, 1-3 Feb 45),
41(R.M.) Cdo, now under the control of 4 Cdn Armd Div, still
persisted in making their presence felt on the enemy's side
by their sorties over the waters of the Maas, (AEF/1 Brit
Corps/C/H: January - February 1945, folios 36 and 37,
Sitreps, 2 Feb 45)

198, - In the area Waalwi jk and Heusden, the troops of

10 Cdn Inf Bde, though weary after their recent experiences

on Kapelscheveer, held a firm line, In spite of the tremendous
punishment that this brigade had undergone during the last

days of January, its spirit was by no means dampened, Patrols
from Alqg R. daily kept the enemy worried, while the tanks of
29 Cdn Armd Recge Regt expended their ammunition most usefully
in blasting every possible target on the north bank of the
river, (¥.D., H.Q. 10 Cdn Inf Bde, 1-5.Feb 45). During

the night of 6-7 Feb; in keeping with the intention to deceive
the enemy regarding the approaching attack, Operation "BRIGHT
EYES", a minor part of "TURBINATE II" was carried out, The

-enemy reaction to the firing of hundreds of Verey light and

mortar flares was disappointingly blase, (Ibid, 7 Feb 45),
At the eastern end of the Corps sector elements of 4 Cdn Armd
Bde ard 5 Cdn A.Tk Regt maintained normal patrols without
inecidant, (?.D., H,2. 4 Cdn Armd Bde, 1-7 Feb 45), The
enemy's actlvity during the past few days had been mostly in
the form of artillery and mortar fire, During the night

5/6 Feb his heavy guns poured some twenty rounds into Tilburg
and 's Hertogenbosch. Apparently this effort was the result
of his tactical reconnaissance, for German planes had been
active over the route leading czastwards to the area of the
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coming battle. (First Cdn Army Int Summary No, 221,
6 Feb 45, para 2)

199, 3y 7 Feb however, the stage was set: "VERIT.3LE"

was about ‘to be launched. But it was fairly clear that,
although until 6 Feb the enemy coi:ld have had little knowledge
of the intentions of First Cdn Army, he must have realized
now that an operation of some significance was afoot.

On that day, states General Crerar,

ves I had to assuume  that his aircraft, flying
over the Army area on tactical reconnaissance,
had observed the unavoidable signs of our
_enterprise, especially in the district

between Grave and Nijmegen, where the many
hundreds of vehicles and tanks, many of them
impossibvle to conceal as the enly hard standings
were roads and streets, could hardly have
escaped the vigilance of the camera, General
Student ¥ must now have had a shrewd suspicion
that I was going to attack in the Reichswald
sector, He could not rule out an attack

north of the Maas, but his reconnaissance was

so wide-spread as to give him an accurate
comparative view of activity along the whole

of our front. But in surveying the enemy's
problems and possibilities, I decided that there
was little he could do to improve his situation
as 1t then stood. Most of von Rundstedt's
available forces were required either to remain in the
south to meet the American threat from Roermond
te the Ardennes, or to move to the east to fight
the Russians,

(Gen Crerar's Despatch, 5 Apr 45)

200, At all events the attack would go in, and

«ss Given favourable weather the attack was to
have maximum assistance from the air, The
assaulting divisions would have the supnort

of the Second Tactical Air Force with a
potential of 1,000 fighters or fighter-bombers,
100 medium day, and 90 night-fighters., Close-
in support would be provided by the 84th Group,
and Bomber Command would attack targets in the
enemy's battle area with up to 1,000 heavy
bombers, Support was also expected from the
medium bombers and the heavy bombers of the
Eighth U.S. iArmy Air Force. 3ut given the
intention to retaln the greatest possible
element of surprise, and as 1t was not to be
assumed that this could be achieved if D-Day
were delayed by as many as twenty-four hours,
the operation would be launched if necessary,
with fire support from ground weapons only.

For this purpose there were over 1,400 guns,
one-third of them mediums, heavies and super-
heavies, The Canadian Rocket Projector Battery

x As avnpeared afterwards, Student was.recalled to Berlin at
the end of January and the Lrmy Group was taken over by
Generaloberst Blaskowitz (AEF/45/First Cdn Army/L/F,
Docket ITII: NOTE by Lt-Col 7.,E.C. Harrison, Hist Sec
(G.S.), C.M.H.Q., 7 Feb 486).




was also to be employed, and the infantry
were to be aided in their advance by the
varied equipment of the 79th British
Armoured Division, Prior to the attack
an intensive programme of heavy bombing was
actually carried out, the chief targets being
the towns of Goch and Cleve, two pivotal
points in the organization of the eneny's
defences,

(Ibid)

201, On 7 Feb 2 and 3 Cdn Inf Divs came under command

30 Brit Corps, as 30 Corps took over recsponsibility for the
whole front east of Ni jmegen. I5°(8.), 53 (7.) and 51 (H.)
Divisions had moved into the areas direcctly behind 2 Cdn Inf
Div, where they waited to pass through at H Hour, The

task of 2 Cdn Inf Div in the forthcoming operation was to
clear the triangle of territory south of the Nijmegen - Cleve
road near Wyler, Once this key point of the enemy's first
line had been seized, the Canadian divislon would open two
roads for the use of 15 (S.) Div, .~ho would pass through

and take over the sector, allowing 2 Cdn Inf Div to go into
reserve, (AEF 45/2 Cdn Inf Div/C/I and C/F: Op Instr

No, 12, 3 Feb 45). 3 Cdn Inf Div was allotted a slightly
diferent role. Its H Hour was not to be until the evening
of 8 Feb, when 7 and 8 Cdn Inf 5des, protected by a vast smoke
screen, mould lunge forward in Buffaloes and Weasels to
occupy the low-lylng and already flooded land in the area of
the railway line running north-cast from Cleve to Griethausen
(AEF 45/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/F.and C/I: Report on Op "VERITADLEM
by Hist Offr; and Op Order and ismendment of 3 Feb 43).

202, During the night ef 7/8 Feb some 900 heavy bombers
effectively carried out the greater part of the pre=-arranged
air plan, Cleve, Goch, Weeze, Uden and Calcar took the
deadly cargoes, Then at 0500 hours, as these towns blazed
afire, hundreds of guns belched forth as one. "VIRIT.BLE"
had started. First Cdn Army had gone over to the offensive.
Gen Crerar's Despatch, 5 Apr 45)

203. This report is the work of Capt J.7. Spurr, C.,I.C.,
and Ka jor P.A, Mayer, C.I.C. Capt Spurr wrote the first 124
paragraphs, which deal with the period 9 Nov - 31 Dec 44,

Ma jor Mayer completed ths report.
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TOP SECRET

GOC 8

lirin Headquarters,
2nd Canadian Corps.

s Copy No. 14.
22 November, 1944,

TO: Maj-Cen A3, Matthews, DSO,
GOC 2 Cdn Inf Div
Na j=-Cen D.C. Spry, DSO,
GOC 3 Cdn Inf Div
‘¥aj-Gen DA H. Graham, CB, CBE, DS0O, M7,
GOC 50 (X.) Div .
Brigadier-Gen A\.C. Meciuliffe,
Comd 101 US Airborne Div
frigadier J.F. Tingham,
Comd 2 Cdn Armd Z=de y ?

OPER..TIONS

Ref Maps: HOLL.HND, Scale 1/100,000
APPRECIATION

3% The present zone of operations of 2nd Canadlan. Corps
is the sallent enclosed by the front extcnding from the 4
NORTH bank of R. MAAS by MIDDELAAR 7448 to the SOUTH bank
of R, MLAS at MAREN 3757.

2 It 1s the most important bit of ground in the Northern
half of the Western Front. It includes the NIJMEGEN bridge
7163 and the approach routes on the SOUTH and NORTH banks

of the river - the only permament bridge now in our hands
which spans the main course of the R. RHINE. Milltary
bridging of the lower reaches of the RHINE is a doubtful

. posslblility under winter conditions, - The mere possession -

| of this passage across the river glves us the power to -
develcp operations on either bank and conatitutes a permament
threat and mental hazard to the Germans, Tha NIJMEGEN bridge
1s of the greatest importance to us and must be protected
against all forms of attack,

I Se Topographlically and in respect to its offensive and

. defensive possibilities, the salient falls into three main
sectors divided by the courses of the lateral river lines
rumming through it,

(a) "THE REICHSWAID" - The arca between the R. MA.S
and R, RHINE (WAAL),

(b) "PHE ISLAHDY - The area between the Rs . RHINE
(WLAL) and NEDER RIJH.

(c¢) "THE WESTERN APPROACEES" - - The area extending from the
SOQUTH bank of the R. RHINE
(WALL) at DEEST 5768 across
the junction of Rs, WAAL
(RHINE) and MAAS to the SOUTH
bank ¢f the latter at M.REN,

4, The town of NIJMECEN, the bridge approaches on sither
bank of the REINE and ths reaches of the river above and
below the bridges form an enclave requiring special treat-
ment. In this area are sited the water, i.i, and ground
defences required for the close protection of bridge sites
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and approaches, Booms and nets mast be positioned to
protect bridges, apgainst floating and underwater mines

. ‘drifted down the river, swimming saboteurs, explosive

motor boats and small submarines, both by day and night.

- AA, guns and searchlights, and searchlights to cover booms

at night must be available. Infantry and guns are required

*to cover booms by fire and to deal with attempts at sabotage.

A1l these defences must be co-ordinated under a single command.
Tactlically the bridges are linked to the ISL.ND sector for

they should be controlled by the command developing operations
therefron. '

' "7HE REICESWAID"

S5 In the REICHSWAID, though the approaches sare narrow,

the ground 1s suitabls for offensive operations under all

except the most adverse weather conditions. The retention

of the ridge of high ground immediately WEST of the lino
MIDDELAAR 7448 - GROESBEEK 75655 - BEEK 7560, now in our hands,
is essential to protect NIJUEGEN bridge and the Southern
approach roads leading to it. Any enemy penetratlon in this
sector threatens the comrunications of troops holding the
bridgehead on the ISLAND and the stability of our whole position
in the salient,

6e If the Germans acccpt battle for a decision in the
WEST, WEST OI' THE RHINE, our nosition in the REICHSWAID forms
a base through which an attack could be launched between the
Rs, MiAS and REINE against the Northern flank of the German
battle line. '

Za This sector must be fully ensured and developed, as

an offensive base,
"TEE ISLANDY ‘
8, The ISLAIND sector forms the immediate bridgehead covering

the NIJMEGEN bridges. It is flat polder land closely covered
by tree lines and hedges, lntersected by ditches and dykes,
and overlooked by the high ground NORTH of the NEBER RIJN.

Lt present the Germans hold the Easstern end of the ISLAND,

our forward positions running along the general line incl

BEM EL 7367 - incl ELST 7070 - thence running due KORTH along
the railway line to the SOUTH bank of the NEDEE RIJN in 7076 -
thonce along the SOUTH bank of the NEDER RIJN to both excl
OPHEUSDEN 5473 and OCHTEN 5069,

Qe Offonsively the Germans have the advantage that a
comparatively shallow penetration of our positions in the
Eastern half 'of the ISLAND immediately threatens NIJMEGEN

bridge, whilst we could sweep th: whole ISLAND clear without
prejudicing their defence of the REICHSWALD or IJSSEL positions,
To balance this apparent advantage the CGermans have no bridge
behind them and are dependent upon ferrying.

10, During the wet weather the ground in most places 1is
. saturated to an extent that makes the cross-country movement

of infantry difficult and of vehicles impossible, Offensive
operations a movement of supporting arms must be based upon
an "all-weather" road, The control of the centres of road
commnications is the key to the defence of the ISL\ND, These
centres covering the approaches to NIJVEGEN bridge must be
strongly held: :

BEMMEL 7367

ELST 7070

VALEERG 6670

sNDELST 6169




1 If »3 are to capitalize on our possessionof NILJMEGEN
bridge, 1t implies ths sscuring of the crossing at ARNHEM 7477.
This is best secured by ai attack devoloped from an assault
across the NEDER RIJN between both incl RENKUM 6276 and
WAGENINGEN 5776. So lonz as this operation 1s a possibility,
we must dominate this stretch of the river and here, the

SOUTH bank must be held.

124 Yhilst the Germans hold its Eastern &nd, they can,
when the R. RHINE 1s in flood, breach the dykes and flood the
ISLAND. In this event it might be necessary to svacuate

the ISLAND except for a shallow bridgehead coveri ng NIJMEGEN
bridges. 4 limited attack to drive the. Germans across the
NEDER RIJN would rzmove this dangoer,

"THE VYESTERN APPROACHES"

13. The WESTERN :PPROACEES comprise low lying polder land
covered by main courses of the WAAL and MIAS and are unsuitable
for imnortant offensive action by cither side, This sector
can be lightly held. =

THE FL.NKS

14, 8 Corps is on the RIGHT of 2nd Canadian Corps and
occuples the WEST bank of the MAAS from SOUTH of CUYK 7149.

This Northern end of 8 Corps front is held lightly by patrolling
forces., An attack by the Germans across the MilS from the
dircction of GEINEP 7746 threatens theé position of 2nd

Capadlan Cirps in the salient, Though such an operation 1s
unlikely, given a spell of dry weather 1t 1s not an impossibllity.
In the event of the Germans establishing themselves "EST of

the MAAS about GENNEP, the key points covering ths comrmuni-
cations of 2nd Ganadian Corps in the salient are ST ANTHONIS
7138 - MILL 6444 - and CUYK 7149.

15a On the ILEFT flank of 2nd Canadian Corps, 1 3rit Corps
extends along the Southern bank of the MAAS where, covered by
a ma jor water obstacls, the low lying ground is unsuitable
for any important effensive operation.

ENENY DISPOSITIONS AND POSSIZLE CTIONS

16, The Order of Battle and dispositions of the enomy
faclng the salient are detalled in Intelligence Summaries.
The most lilkely offensives which the Germans might under-
take as ripostes to attacks by the Anglo-American armies
further SOUTH are thrusts through the REICHSWALD sector or
in the ISLAND through BEMNFL 7367 and/or ELST 7070, dirscted
at NIJIEGEN bridge.

POSSIBLE OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS BY 2ND CANIDIAN CORPS

17, There are threc offensive operations which might be
mounted from the NIJMEGEN salient:-

(a) A limited attack to drive the Germsns from
the Eastern end of the ISLAND.

(p) A major attack in the REICHSWALD to break
through the Forthern extension of the
SIEGFRIED line in conjunction with the
attacks by U.S. and Second British Armies
further SOUTH.
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(¢) A major attack across the NIDER RIJN to
capture the high ground NORTH of ARNHEM
... and bridgchoads over the IJSSEL, the
“initiel sssault crossing being in the
sector, both incl, RENKUM 6276 =
WAGENINGEN 5776.

"If operation (b) is carried out it will be nccessary for
*another Corps H.,Q. to assume responsibility for the ISLAND.

If operation (¢) is carried out it will be necessary for
another Corns H.Q. to assumo responsibility for the REICHSTAID.
This must be taken into accourt in the organization and
developrnent of communications in the salient,

18, Outlines of these operations will be. the subjects <f
separate directives, This instruction detalls the dispositions
of the 2nd Canadian Corps to hold the salient and develop it

as an offensive base,

COMPOSITION OF 2ND CANADI.HN CORPS

19, 2nd Canadian Corps comprises four infantry divisions
and onc armoured brigsade, Asg rotation of infantry divisions
may be necessa’ﬁ they »ill be referred to in this directive
as "AM, "ph  "gh and D" infantry divisions and spscific
divisions will be detailed to sectors and tasks as the
situation requires,

INTENTION ¢
20, 2nd Canadian Corps will

(a) Hold and develop the NIJMEGEN salient as a
base for offensive operations directed South-
castwards between the M.4AS and RHINE or
Northwards across the NEDER RIJN,

(b) 3y patrolling, raids, and, within the limitations
of ammunition allotment, offensive use of
artillery, inflict casualtlies and undsPminc
morale of the enemy facing us,

(¢) Protect and maintain the NIJMEGEN bridges.,
METHOD

Dispositions

Ths REICHS™A

21, Will be held with "A" Inf Div (less Div Reccs Regt)
RIGHT and "B" Inf Div (less Div Recce Regt) LEFT, I consider
each of these divisions should be positioned with two infantry
brigades forward and one in reserve, For purposes of counter-
attack or follow-up, sach of these divisions can count upon one
regiment of 2 Cdn Armd Bde being placed under command,

Tasks
2 "A'" Inf Div will

(a) Hold the sector from incl RIGHET bank of R.
IAAS by MIDDELAAR to incl GROESBEEK and the
spur imuediately NORTH in 7555. It will,
if necessary, use =21l its resources to
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(v)
(c)
(d)
(e)

23, ilBtl.
(a)
(b)

.l (o)

The ISLAND

24,

LEFT .

Tasks

25. Ilcll

(2)

Ak | | ’

prevent the enemy establishing themselves 3
on the high ground MOOK 7251 - PAPENBERG :
7472 - HOENDERBERG 73555 - spur in 7555,
GROESBEEK is of great importance as all
routes in the central part of the REICHSWAID
sector converge there. =

Hold BUYK 7169,

Be responsible for the local protection of
GR.AVE bridges 6154.

By patrolling and raids inflict casuslties on
the enemy and dominate the position on its
front.

Organize i1bs reserve brigade so that if the
Germans withdraw it can quickly follow up on
the axis MOOK - GENMEP 7746 - X rds 8347 =-
GOCH 9043,

Inf Div will

Hold the sector from incl ANNETTEBERG 7356

to incl SOUTH bank R. RHINE at 780630, It
will, if necessary, use all its resources to
prevent the enemy establishing themselves on
the ridge AVNETTEBERG ~ BEEK 7560 or in

-PERSINGEN 7561 and/or 00IJ 7564,

By patrolling and raids inflict casualties on

the enemy, -dominate the position on its front :
and gain information with a view to an attack

towards the MATERBORN feature 8755,

Organize 1ts reserve brigade so that if the Germans
withdram it can quickly follow up on the axis
KRANENBURG 8156 - CLEVE 9055,

Will be held with "C" Inf Div RIGHT, "D" Inf Div

Inf Div »ill

Hold the sector from incl NORTH bank of R,
REINE at HAAIDEREN 7566 to incl road at 691730
WEST of ELST. It will, if necessary, employ

. 811 its resources to prevent the enemy estab-

(b)

(e)

lishing themselves WEST of B™MMEL, 7367 or
SOUTH of ELST,

Be responsible for the local dcfence of the
KIJMEGEN bridges, including co-ordination of
Naval, Engineer, A.,A, Artillery and Infantry
defencss,

By patrolling dominate the position on the
front betwsen both incl HILLDEREN - HEUVEL
7369, with aview to an attack through this sector
to clear the Germans from the ISLAND.



(d) Develop commnications with a view to the
attack (c) above,

(e) Follow up immediately with fighting patrols
| -.any enemy withdrawal from the Dastern end of
| the ISLA®D,

» 26. I conslder that thess requirements can be fulfilled
| by:- -

(a) Establishing one strong infantry brigads locality
controlling all routes conwrging in the arca of 3ENMEL.

(b) Establishing one strong infantry brigade locality
controlling all routes within divisional boundary
converging on EL3T, :

(c) Filling the gap between localities (a) and (b)
by minsfields and wire obstacles watched by
recce patrols,

(d) Providing local guards for NIJMEGEN bridges
from one battalion of the reserve infantry
brigade.

27 « If the Germans withdraw or are driven from the ISLiND,
this sector could be further thinned out, but main forward
positions should sti1ll be centred on BEMI/EL and BLST with
standing patrols protecting artillery 0.Ps, on the goneral
line of the dyke running just EAST of ANGEREN 7870 - HUISSEN
7672 ELDEN 7375, .

28, "D Inf Div will

(a) Cover the LEFT flank of "¢" Inf Div and the
approaches to NIJMIGEN brildges from the NORTH
and WEST by holding  the sector from inecl bend
in road at 687746 to NORTH bank of the WAAL
excl OCHTEN 5069.

(b) By aggressive patrolling dominate the linc
of the river from excl DRIEL 6875 to incl
bend in 5674 with 2 view to an assault
crossing in this sector should general
development of ths situation so require.

(c) Develop communications leading to and in the
- area HETEREN 6375 - RANDWIJK 5975 with a view
to assault at (b) above,. ;

29, I consider that these requirements can be fulfilled
by:- . .

(a) Establishing one infantry brigade along the
SOUTH bank of the NEDER-RIJN in the area excl
DRIEL 6875 incl HETEREN 6375 excl HEMMEN 6072,

(b) Establishing one brigade covering the convergence
of communications in the area both incl HEIMEN -
ANDELST with standing patrols to the Westwards,

(¢) Positioning one infantry brigads in reserve
covering convergence of communications in VAIBERG
6670 - HOMOET 6872.




A

(d) Finding standing and recce patrols in the
angle formed by the junction of the railway
embanlment and NEDER RIJN meeting at 706763
from the divisional recce regiment or reserve
brigade. -

30 Instructions regarding the esvacuation of the ISL\ND
in the event of flooding are issued separately (Operation
"NOAH")., 1inimum transport will be retained on the ISLAND
by *C" and "D" Divs.

The WES'ERN APPROACHES

31, © Will be held by divisional recce regiments of "A" and
“3" Infantry Divisions grouped under command of one regimental

ch.l :

CORPS RESERVE

32, 2 Cdn Armd Bde will be in Corps reserve., ,One regiment
willl be positioned EAST of the canal HEUMEN 7053 - WEURT 6684 -
the brigade less one regiment WEST of the canal near the

GRAVE - NIJMEGEN road.

Tasks

33. (a) To counter-attack with reserve brigades of "A"
or "B" Infantry Divisions.

(b) Decentralize one armoured regiment under command
each of "A" and "3’ Infantry Divisions in event
of German withdrawal and follow-up by these
divisions.

(¢) Be prepared to occupy in succession, each with
one armoured regiment MILL 6444 and ST ANTHONIS
7138 in event Germans establish themselves WEST
of the MAAS about GENNEP.

ANTI-TANK DEFENCE

34, Under conditions existing in the salient, I consider
that the alletment of armoured units to back up infantry
formations in a defensive role is NOT justifiable., With
ample time to recce and prepare anti-tank positions, in
accordance with co-ordinated plan, anti-tank defence will

be based upon the anti-tank gun. I stress the importance
of the following:-

(a) Anti-tank defence in depth along all tank
approaches from forward positions to divisional
rear areas, Roads are of particular importance
during this w2t season,

(b) Co-ordination between adjoining divisions along
divisional boundaries and flanks,

(c) Careful siting of individual guns to give
defilade from the direction of tank approach.

(d) Concealment and camouflage of anti-tank gun
positions and of spoll, work and working narties
during preparations,
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‘(e) Avoidance of movement about anti-tank gun
positions in the forward area, The German
organization of observation is extremely
good and having spotted positions they
bide their time until neutralization will
best assist their plans. It is useless to
carefully dig-in and camouflage gun positions,
if the detachments hang out their washing on
or near the guns.

35, Armoured regiments of 2 Cdn Armd Bde may be sub-allotted
to divisions for local offensives or counter-attacks and :
Comd 2 Cdn Armd Bde will arrange necessary affiliations and
liaison.

OFFENSIVE USE OF ARTILLERY

36 « We have a large rumber of guns but little ammunition.
To make the best offensive use of our artillery resources
there must be centralized control and the situation within
the salient lends itself to such control, I am issuing a
separate directive dealing with offensive employment of our
artillery and ammunition allctments.,

DEVELOPMENT .\ND I'AINTENANCE OF COMNUNICATIONS

27 . The development and maintenance of road communications
within the salient is very important from the point of view
of future offensive operations - particularly on the ISLLND.
The following action will be taken to minimlze routine

traffic in forward areas and improve routes:-

() "c" and "D" Inf Divs will retein on the ISLAND
only essential minimum of fighting and local
maintenance vehicles. All vehicles not
really required forward will be kept in
DMAs SOUTH lof the WAAL (RHINE).

(b) Corps FMC will be located SOUTH of the MAAS
in the area of 0SS 4754, ‘ 3

(¢) DML of "A"™ Inf Div will be loecated SOUTH of
the MAAS.,

(d) To cover a ‘temporary interruption of traffic
across main bridges the following dumps will
be established:~

(1) On the ISLAND - T-o days supplies for all troops
: on the ISLAND, :

- 5,000 gals PCL.

- 100 rpg field and medium for

all guns sited on the ISLAND.

(1i) Between WAAL
and MAAS

Four days supplies for all
troops in the salient.,

- 200,000 gals POL.

- 150 rpg field and

100 rpg medium artillery

amrainition for all guns sited

NORTH of R. MAAS,

These will be additional to reserve supplies
normally held in formation echelons, These
dumps will NOT be drawn upon unless traffiec
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across the bridge is interrupted,

(e) AIl units will assist in road maintenance

within thesir areas. This work willl be co-
ordinated through Engineer channels,

(f) The programme of Corps routes to be developed

will be 1ssued by CE, 2nd Canadian Corps.

TRAINING FOR THE OFFENSIVE

38, Though weather and resources limit the scope of

offensive operations for the present, it is vitally important

that the offensive spirit should be maintained and enhanced,
Full advantage must be taken of static conditions to have

the maximum number of troops out on active training, Great
opoortunities are now open to properly absorb reinforcements
and re-weld battle teams, lggressive patrolling against the
enemy 1s the best schooling in junior leadership,

CORPS H.Q.

38, I will make my kEain Corps H.Q. in WIJCHEN 6158,

ACKNOWLEDGE

Time of Signature 1000 hrs

Coples to:

(G.G. Simonds)
Lisut-General
COC 2nd Canadian Corps.

General H.D.G. Crerar, CB, DSO,
GOC=in-C First Cdn Army
Lieut-Goneral Sir R.N. 0'Connor, KCB, D3SO, MC,
GOC 8 Corps .
Liout-General Sir John Crocker, KO3, CBE, DSO, !C,
GOC 1 Brit Corps
Brigadier N.E. Rodger,
C. of S. HQ 2 Cdn Corps
Itieut"‘col A'F .BI’ Kni@t,
A/DA & QMG HQ 2 Cdn Corps
Brig&dier P.-l"-_ls. Todd’ Om,
CCRA HQ 2 Cdn Corps
Brig&diar S.F. Clark,
CSO HQ 2 Cdn Corps
File

War Diary
Spares
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