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'rhe present report describes the planning and 
execution of the operation by 2 Cdn Corps during late February 
and early March 1945 to break through the strong German 'defences 
west of the Rhine in the Hochwald area . This report forms a 
sequel to Report No . 185 ( Operation 11 VERITABLE"., The Winter 
Offensive between the Maas and the Rhine, 8-25 Feb 45). 

OBJECT OF THE OPERATION 

2 . The obje•ct of Operation 11 BLOCKBUS11ER 11 was to seize 
the high g r ound south of Cal c ar and Udem , and then to exploit 
through the enemy ' s positions towards Xanten and Wesel (AEF: 
45/2 Cdn Corps/C/1 , Serial 2, Operation 11 BLOCKBTJSTER 11 Outline 
Plan) . Taking meaning from these works , it was , in fact, 
Phases II .and III of Operation 11 VERITABLEtt, i . e ., The breaching 
of the enemy's second defens ive system east and south-east of' 
the Rei chswald and thc -c ~p ture of t he localities Woeze - Udem - 4 Cakcar and the securing of the communications between t4em ; to 
be followed by The breakthrough of the Hochwald lay back defence 
lines ·and the advanc·e to secure the r;eneral line Geldern - Xanten, 
as originally outlined by General Crerar in his ope rational 
directive· of 25 Jan 45 (G . O. C. - in-C ., 1-0-4/1 (Photostatic copies) 
1-0 -7/11, 25 Jan 45 , Operational Directive to Lt-Gen G. G. Simonds 
and Lt - Gen B. G. Horrocks ). 

3 . • . Of all the problems which faced General Simonds 
In his planning , one stood out . In order to c arry out his 
part of the ope ration as laid down by the'G.O . C.-in-C . , he must 
hav.e a route through which the momentum of the attack could be 
fully maintained to its successful conclusion . The choice ' of 
these rocites was limited , the first being in the riorth; the 
Mayland - Calcar - x~mten road . This route , however , was, 
actord i ng to intelligence and air photographs, badly cratered 
an, would therefore require too much time to develop . Apart 
f~m this, deployment , especially to the left of the road, was 
limit ed owing to flooding . Finally , this route would be, to 
the enemy, the obvious one to choose . The second choice was 
the line of the railway from Gach to Xanten. This ·was ·.report.31 
to be a well - f0unded embankment, free of mines , and so far as 
air' reconnaiss·ance could show , untouched by demolition. The 
third and last route was the Gach - Kervenheim - Sonsbeck road, 
a good road , but in the 30 Corps area for the general plan, and 
would th erefore b e come too congested; also, from the direction 
of Udem the approaches were too narrow and unfit for heavy 
tr~•ffic . . General Simonds , appreciating the relative value of 
eacn, <;l.ecided to use the line of the railway , from which his 
engineers would rip up the track and improve the road bed to 
the required standard as the line moved forward. (AEF: 45/2 Cf 
Corps/C/F, Docket Ill : Memo of Int erview with Lt- Gen G.G . Simor 
by Ma j P.A . Mayer, 17 Dec 46) 
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by CJ&e...- for OHist N 
D~e: --8ft-'--+-tt-tt:tift!'--t~ 4. To the Corps Commander., the key to final suec lay in the capture of the Hochwald position astride the r for once this formidabl e objective was in his hands he wo be in the best possible position to exploit. Yet General~S well knew that the terrain between the Udem - Calcar ridge the Hochwald Forest held gr av8 disadvantages; it was low sog ~round traver sed by numerous small waterways, which spelt b~ 1 going" for hi s armour . It might eas ily mean an infantry . which , if unsupport ed by the ·· existenc e of a good f irm base · :t the Udem - Calcar ridge , might prove disastrous and require further deliberate attack. Furthermor e , his hold on the h ground south of Calc ar had to be strong en ough to withstand Qount er-attack from the ~ast; where he appreciated that the enemy forc es would react · with considerab le violence. Thes 1 

then, were the fact~ and considerations which governed the resultant plan. The first blow was to fall against the positions on the high gr ound west of Calcar , where tho enemy was known to be strong. This attack woul d accompl ish three things: 
(i) Push the enemy off an important feature n ecessary to the general plan ; 

(ii) Mislead him into t hinking the attack would take the northern axis; 
(·iii) Draw his r ese rves to the north and create a jumping off point for a rapid switch to · the south with the intention of capturing the Udem ridge . 

When the ridge south of Calcar and east of Ud em was captured, then it would bi. possible to strike again to the east, s e ize the Hochw_ald position, and at the same time secure the proposed maintenance rout e· through '':h.ich the C:orps Commander · in tended . to ac complish the high l eve l obj ec t of the · operation. (~) 
5. The ground over which tho Canadian Army was to advan c e beyond the line of Mayland , Calcar, Udem and Weeze was • of a varied nature. Direct ly eas t of Moyland a long flat plain stretched to the south-east following the west bank of the River Rhine t o Xanten. The first ridge which would be encountered began south of Calcar, continued in the shape of a drawn bow to the ecstern outskirts of Udem, then across the railway to the Goc hfort feature (9939) nor th ' of Ke rvenhe im ( 9938). Between Kervenheim and Weeze l ay well wat ered farml ands bound in by the Muhlen Fl euth and the Niers Hiver. Afforestation was in evidence everywhere, and the yotmg trees were especially thick south of Weez e, whence the Canadian ·11ne turn ed in a northerly direction across the low-ly ing fiol°ds towards Siebengewald and on to the east bank of t he Maas River n ear Afferden. 

6 . Eas t of the Calcar - Udem e sc arpmen t there exist~ an arable valley which starts from the Rohe Loy south of · Appeldorn (0447) and winds thinly to the south through Udemerbruch : and on again towards the'are as north of Winnekcndonk and Kapellen. Beyond , to the ·ea.st lies the vast greenness of the Hochwald F.orest covering the quickly ri s ing ridge whi ch t akes shape south of Marienbaum and stretches south-west to the line of t he railway, where a smal l gap separat e s it fr om the lesser Balberge r Wald. From here the high ground con t i nues and turns slightly· east, to end north-east of Sonsbeck (0635) . From tho line of the large for ests towards Veen and Winnenthul on to the banks of the Rhino , innumerable farms dot a l andscape which is almost -unbroken in its regular pl aib except by a f ew minor high f~atures such as the_ water -bound wood between the gap 6p the Hochwald feature on Xanten , the Staats Forst Xanten , west of Birten (1328), the Birkenkamp south of Winnenthal ( 133.5) and tho largo ,wood north :)f Veen ( 1135) •. The s ection of l and to the south which includes 
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