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iv DEPARTMENT OF MILITIA AND DEFENCE.

contemplated by the Canadian Militia Act, would, undoubtedly, if relieved of some of
the restrictions of that Act, develop a far higher standard of efficiency, than they have
yet attained. I alluded so fully to this subject in my Report of 1891 (page 4), that 1
consider it hardly necessary to recapitulate what I then brought forward.

SMALL ARMS.

During the past year, 1,000 rifles, on the Martini-Metford prineiple, have been
received, of which 730 have been issued on trial. The reports received show it to be an
admirable weapon. It differs, however, in many points, from any weapon which has
been hitherto used by the Militia Foree, and it will only be after some practice and
experience, that the fuoll advantage of it will be realized. The ammunition issued with
the rifle has not been satisfactory. This defect, however, will be remedied by the de-
cision, which has been arrived at, to adopt the Cordite ammunition, in use in the
Imperial Service, and to manufacture the same at the Dominion Cartridge Factory at
Quebec.

Two hundred Martini-Metford carbines have been issued to the Cavalry, with
Cordite ammunition, the results proving fully satisfactory. The absence of recoil, of
smoke, and of fouling are all that could be desired,

RIFLE RANGES.

The general adoption of a modern rifle will undoubtedly necessitate the closing of
many rifle ranges, included in the return of Rifle Ranges (Appendix “1”). The ranges
at London, Ont., and Fredericton, N.B., have been altered to meet the new conditions,
and a range, suitable for practice up to 1,000 yards, has been secured at Vancouver,
B.C. The necessity for rifle ranges, throughout the country, will be felt more and more,
and must undoubtedly render necessary special appropriations, to meet this requirement.
Musketry practice of the Militia in Canada must, for a long time to come, be almost
entirely voluntary, and for this purpose a range should be readily available, for every
Company in the rural distriets.

CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT,

As regards the clothing and equipment of the Militia, T commend my former reports,
and the remarks in those reports on the system of issue, to your earnest attention. The
question is a large one, but it is so intimately connected with the efficiency of the
Militia, that T must be excused for again bringing it forward,

BARRACKS,

The barracks at Victoria, B.C., have, since my last report, been handed over to the
Imperial authorities, as part of the Canadian contribution towards the defence of that
port. They are now occupied by a detachment of Royal Marine Artillery, furnished
by the Imperial Government, under the agreement entered into in 1893,

The inadequacy of Barrack accommodation in the Dominion is seriously felt. At
present, it is impossible to accommodate more than a very small proportion, of the men
of the Active Militia, who annually volunteer to attend the schools of instruction.
Upon the higher instruction of Officers and Non-Commissioned Officers of the Active
































































































30 DEPARTMENT OF MILITIA AND DEFENCE.

is very evident that not only should the Officers and N. C, Officers receive a practicai
training by being attached for a course of instruction to a permanent Battery of Field
Artillery, but that recruits should receive their preliminary instruetion by attendance at
voluntary drills before going into camp.

8 Gun practice was carried out at loeal headquarters by the Winnipeg, Sydney,
Newcastle and Woodstock Field Batteries during their annual drill. No marks were
allotted for fire discipline, the hits on the targefs only being noted and credits
awarded according to the * Rules for Marking,” published for the Canadian Artillery,
1893. No relative standard can, therefore, be established between the results obtained
by these batteries and hy those which fired at Laprairie.

GARRISON ARTILLERY.

9. All the Battalions and Companies called out for training for 1894-95 performed
their drill at local headquarters.

10. The annual drill and gun practice of the Garrison Artillery in Military District,
No. 9, Nova Scotia, was arranged for with a view to insuring a more thorough and
practical training than has hitherto been found possible. The modern system of artil-
lery defence, involving a suitable division of duties among the personnel of a fortress,
and a perfect artillery organization and fire control, can evidently only be effectively
taught by actual training in the works, and with the guns to which the troops would be
detailed on mobilization.

11. Arrangements were accordingly made, with the coucurrence of the (General
Officer Commanding Her Majesty's Forces in British North America, for the formation
of a camp of instruction for the Militia Garrison Artillery at Ives Point, MacNab's
Island, Halifax. The camp was under the command of the Inspector of Artillery, who
was assisted by an instructional staff’ of one Officer and four N. €. Officers from the
Royal Artillery.

From the 20th to the 31st August the camp was attended by detachments from
the four companies of the Halifax Battalion, with an average daily strength, exclusive
of staff, of six Officers and sixty N. C, Officers and men. From the 3rd to the 9th
September the camp was attended by detachments of two Officers and twenty N. C.
Officers from the Digby, Yarmouth, Mahone Bay and Pictou Companies respectively.

12. The routine of instruction was as follows, viz.: Early morning parade, squad
and marching drills under Company Officers, morning and afternoon parade, gun drill,
gun laying, group drill and fort manning details under instructors. All officers were
instructed in the use of the Depression Range Finder

The gun drills, &ec., were carried on with the guns of the armament of Ives Point
Fort, which is in close proximity to the camp.

13. Practice.—This was carried out, under authority from the General Officer Com-
manding Her Majesty’s Forces, from two 9-inch guns mounted on the defences at York
Redoubt, and was under the general superintendence of the Officer Commanding the
Royal Artillery.

Each detachment, after having gone through three days’ preliminary instruction,
fired from five to eight rounds plugged shell, at a target towed by a steamer at from five
to six knots an hour, and at ranges varying from 1,850 to 2,500 yards,

The organization of the tactical unit, in this case represented by a group of two
guns, was completed by the officers and men under instruction, and the duties of fire
commander, group officer, range finders and ammunition supply officer were taken in
rotation by the officers on duty with their detachments.

In so far as regards direction and elevation, the practice was extremely good, but
the time taken wns somewhat slow, owing to the inexperience of the officers in ascer-
taining and predicting ranges.

There was no competition in connection with this practice, but should a similar
instructional camp be authorized in 1895, it will be desirable fo introduce the element
of competition into the practice.


















































