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ANNUAL REPORT A
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187 4.

HEAp QUARTERS, OTrAwa,

January, 1875.
The Honorable

The Minister of Militia and Defence, &c., &e., &e,

Sir,—The Militia Reports which have been presented to Parliament for several past

years, have treated exhaustively the guestion of its organization and development.

It will therefore be my duty to cenfine myself to a few condensed remarks, as to the

probable improvement of the Dominion Forces.

I approach the subject with hesitation, having so recently arrived for the first iima
in Canada. I would hardly do so at all, but from the experience gained in my late

journey through the provinces of Quebec and Ontario.

To Nova Scotia and New Brunswick I am sill a stranger, as well as to Prince
Edward Island, Manitoba and British Columbia ; but these I hope to visit in turn as soon
as possible.

The very able and valuable professional opinions which have from time to time bLeen
published, viz:—that of the Defence Commissioners, of Colonel Sir William Jervois,
by Major-General MacDougall in various forms, as well as by others of experience
and repute, and more recently by Colonel Fletcher, Scots Fusilier Guards, in a
pamphlet distinguished by its acute and practical examination of the conditions appli
able to the Canadian Militia of to-day, leave me no room for new matter, the whole

question having been already so comprehensively discussed.
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I commend this admirable review of the Militia to the eonsideration of the Govern-
ment, and to the perusal of the Members of the Legislature—if his principle were adopted
my work would be simple, details alone would require to be filled in.

T may therefore be pardoned if in the few following suggestions I am found occasion-
ully reiterating what has been alrveady foreibly dealt with.

The first question which presents itself to ask, is : how are the officers, the sergeants,
and rank and file of the Militia instructed and grounded in every quality that creates a
soldier ?

It is mplfad, we have officers and sergeants who were educated at the Army Schools,
who received certificates of classification, and many of whom are animated by military
proclivities, and take every opportunity to improve themselves.

All very true, but what opportunity have they had to improve their information since
the recall of the Royal Forces—they cannot all go to Europe ; they cannot improve them-
selves without practice here. I have met some very cultivated officers with many military
attainments, and full of zeal, but in the condition of things their number must be limited,
r-*,{ Military Schools no longer exist.

“’I'hc-refore, how is the supply to meet the demand for the time to come ¢ What pro-
visiou is there for a future flow of officers and sergeants qualified to instruct the remainder

Certainly there are camps of exercise, and very pleasant holiday gatherings no doubt
they must have been ; but, with some few exceptions, who among them can be qualified to
give the necessary and desivable instruction ?

Now, it is evident that, since the withdrawal of the Royal Troops, military example
emulation in discipline and instruction, with all that is inseparable from making men
into soldiers, are no longera reality. The buccaneering raids of Fenians, which roused the
anger and the military ardour of the people, have passed away into oblivion; peace,
commercial prosperity and contentment prevail.

In a ratio, therefore, with the annual diminution of the instructed element, the

mdx.an spirit languishes in a measure throughout the country, and unless some means of
attraction or incentive are produced may decline into a blank.

Notably a few who do not look beyond the present are content with the happy
thought, that, should alarm arise, regiments of men could be at once clothed in military
garb, and with rifles in their hands be sent forth to fight !

But soldiers cannot be extemporized in such fashion ; neither the work of war, nor
even the subduing of a street riot could be confided with any safety to the efforts of
undisciplined bodies of men.

Wars and commotions in these days we live in, come in surprises, suddenly, and often
destructively.

It must not be lost sight of, in the midst of increasing opulence and commercial
prosperity, which so often tend to put out of sight the possibility of danger, that the
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Government of Canada has undertaken the control of a vast territorial Dominion, extend-
line from the Atlantic
to the Pacific, embracing within its western confines wild races of Tndians to the extent of

ing over half a mighty continent, and with an enormous frontier

at least 60,000, many of whom are of predatory habits, semi-warlike and barbarous in
their nature,

Also, that this great Dominion cannot expect to be more exempt than other populous
and rapidly expanding countries from the usual causes of internal dissention or commotion.

Progessing therefore in opulence and population, with every prospect of growing into
a great and influential nation, Canada must at no distant time have power to protect its
industry, its commerce and its soil ; it must, in the natural course, possess material force to
Permanenl
military institutions must grow with the growth of the country, as all past history of

make itself secure and respected among nations by resort to arms if necessary.

nations teaches us.

Meantime, the sum voted annually for the Militia mustbeapplied to the best advantage
and full value obtained for the money expended,—that is by devoting a portion to bestow
ing a sound practical military education upon officers and non-commissioned officers, who
are the very essence and foundation of all armies, and without whom maisses of untaught
men, be they ever so well equipped or gaudily clothed, are only a helpless mob.

To this end, therefore, it behoves us to loss no time in creating a substitute for the
military schools of the past.

The successful experiment of enrolling two batteries of urtillery as training schools
for that arm, under two very capable officers of the Royal Artillery, invite us at once to
convert these into Brigade Schools for the three arms.

The expense of purchasing cavalry horses might, perhaps, impede the adoption of this
plan, I therefore reluctantly omit the cavalry branch for the present ; but, as a temporary
substitute, it would answer a good purpose to obtain the services of a paid drill instructor
for each regiment from the regular cavalry, who should be rated as Sergeant Major.

I therefore submit that a company of Engineers and three companies of Infantry be
forthwith embodied, the former in half companies, attached to the Artillery at Quebee and
Kingston. The Infantry, one company at Toronto in the New Fort, one at Ottawa as the
seat of Government, and one either in Nova Scotia or New Brunswick, each to have a

highly proficient instructor from the Royal Army, but otherwise officered from the nilitia.

The effect of these Infantry Schools would be to infuse a rapid supply of trained
officers and sergeants throughout the Militia of the Dominion, qualified to give instruction
and provide against a want already seriously felt and annually increasing.

Tts immediate im:u:)rt:mt effect would be to mm:-i_'.* the mnst serions defect in the

1 ¢ T t

Militia organization —officers and sovoants qualifind to form a permanent regimenial,

stafl, without which battalions are as muchineey without prooachlers,

In the British Militia this staff, in ten company battalions, consists of two officers
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and thirty-six sergeants and buglers, but even one officer as Adjutant and Quartermaster
with a sergeant-major and a bugler, would be of the very first importance to the

Canadian forces ; it would, doubtless, be better still that, in the outset, the Adjutant should
be taken from the regular army.

By whese means proper instruction would be certainly afforded ; arms and clothing
would be carefully preserved where, at present, loss and waste oceur ; the pay of caretakers
would be saved ; a responsible officer would be permanently at headquarters of the bat
talion; a nucleus for elementary training always on the spot; a military system
cohesion, order and regularity, as well as new life and animation, would be infused into
the whole organization.

As [ had the honor to report to you, on my return to Ottawa, not only on the various
duties which would devolve on such a regimentul staff, but also on the moral obligation
which oflicers of every degree would feel to become masters of their professional duties at
these training schools, I need not enter into detail here. \

The staff would, apart from drill, have varied and important duties in the several
districts ; their execution ensured by monthly reports to headquarters, and, together with
the schools, would remove the apparent blank to which, without these means, we may be
imperceptibly drifting.

Camps of exercise with this all important element would then become of real and
substantial value, as they are admittedly better for teaching troops the varied duties of a

soldier’s life, and of inspiring a wholesome rivalry and military emulation between
regiments, than mere mechanical barrack drill, but only as a consequent upon it.

The formation of an Engineer Company I look upon as no less a necessity than the
infuntry already treated of. . Their duties are peculiar, and require scientific study ; an
organized foree of skilled artizans is indispensable to keep in repair and preserve from
decay the valuable forts, batteries, magazines and other costly military works and buildings
which embrace some of the most modern improvements. I only mention these ameng the
many duties which fall into the wide sphere of an Engineer’s attainments.

I have proposed a half company for Kingston ; owing to its central position from
whence workinglparties could be detached east or,west when required ; and a half company
at Quebee, owing to the extent of its fortifications and works.

T therefore venture to urge the formation of Brigade Schools on your serious eon-
sideration.

The intention of the Government to create a Military College at Kingston must be
productive of future advantage. The course of study proposed for cadets at that college
will, however, be of a higher and more scientific order, and their attainments will qualify
them for a wider sphere than the more mechanical instruction of cavalry and infantry in
the minutice of discipline, drill and interior economy, which is immediately wanted.

No doubt the future staff of the Dominion will find room for many talented and
intelligent young men, who will commence their eareer at this College.

(Y

ARMS,

The information acquired in my late journey, as well as from experienced officers
convinces me that in many instances toe rifles are badly cared for. In my casual inspec-
tions, I invariably found the arms in good order and well looked after at the headquarters
of hattalions of infantry ; in all cases so with cavalry ; but in ssme country companies of
infantry and one small battery of artillery, the reverse—for instance, arms badly oiled or
greased, placed in stands for the winter at full cock, with open breech blocks, or leaning
against walls, injuriously to the adjustment of the foresight.

As there are about 370 detached companies, besides 39 independent companies of
infantry—andi n my rapid joumey I saw but few—1I can hardly think those I did find
irregulat can be the only exceptions.

Moreover, there is little doabt that men are not prevented from using their arms for
sporting purposes, and, therefore, possibly, in other ways, I am even informed that the
foresight is sometimes removed from the rifie.

Discipline, good order and efficiency, can be little observed when such gross
irregularities are even possible.

The cause arises from arms of country companies being retained at company head-
quarters, nominally in charge of the captain, who receives a contingent of §40 a year.

The captain, being usually a gentlemen with private or professional occupations, deputes
a caretaker, in some cases conspicious for neglect or ignorance.

In one place I went all over a company’s store house, containing several hundred
pounds worth of Government property, without the caretaker being aware I was in the
town till afterwards.

All this is subversive of efficiency and requires remedy.

The remedy possibly, touches delicate ground. Iam told—remove the company arms
and stores’and you dissolve the company ; their pride is, to be seen and to use their arms and
military clothing among their friends and associates ; also, it is presumed advantageous to
have arms available for the practice of the men when so disposed. Granted : but better
remove the arms and stores to battalion headquarters than countenance known irregular
practices, attended with injury and loss of publiec property.

I submit, thervefore, that as some commanding’ officers coincide in the opinion, each
officer commanding a battalion should be directed to use his discretion in removing, as
soon as may be convenient, to battalion head quarters, the arms, clothing and stores of
rural companies. The several caretakers annual allowance of 840 each would be saved, as
the duty would fall upon the permanent staff, and the saving could be applied on improv
ing regimental armouries, drill sheds and store rooms, with lockers for the men's uniforms,
in which the clothing of each man could be kept soparately, and marke L,

MILITARY STORES.

I have inspected the military store depdts at London, Toronto, Kingston, Montreal

and Quebec; I found them in thoroughly good order.
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A searching inspection will in future, be made in each January, of all works, forts,
magazines, arms, powder, ammunition and Government stores of every deseription, through-

out the Dominion, by boards of officers of which the Inspectors of Warlike Stores will be
members.

These boards will, among other duties, report the number of obsolete guns, car-

ronades, mortars and other sorts of ordnance, mounted and dismounted, with a vie w to

their being sold and replaced by modern rifled cannon.
RESERVE OF RIFLES.

In addition to several other descriptions of arms, there are about 60,000 Snider-
Enfield rifles in the country. I recommend that the War Department be requested
to retain for the Dominion at least 60,000 more, to be bonght year after year as funds
may be provided. The price of these rifles is £2 10s. each, while the Martini-Henry costs
about £4. The former excellent weapon may be considered well adapted for this service-

It is necessary that one skilled armourer, at least, should be attached to each military
store depot, not only to keep in order the spare arms, but also to repair the regimental
arms, many of which are, and some have been a long time, unserviceable in every infantry
battalion and company in the Dominion ; there should be not less than four additiona

- wrmourers provided as soon as possible, and the arms put in thorough repair.

AMMUNITION.

Ihere is at present in Canada, an insufficient number of rounds of Snider ball
cartridge per rifle for the establishment of active militia; this will be augmented shortly,
but there should not be less than 400 rounds per rifle, and, when possible, a reserve of
double that quantity. The amount of powder in store is 200,000 pounds, besides the
service ammunition in charge of “ A. and B.” batteries.

CLOTHING.

The care of clothing calls for immediate attention, as well as the care of arms.

I find it not unfrequently occurs, that men are permitted to take their clothing to
their abodes, and the result is, that clothing is often abused or lost, and the great coat
frequently used for common wear. The captain is nominally,and by law actually responsible;
but the law is not enforeed, and public property is often wasted.

Therefore, all stores should, I consider, be concentrated at battalion head quarters
under the responsible permanent Adjutants,

The heavy cloth tunic has been found too hot for summer drills ; a serge frock, to,
Inst for three years, made of excellent material manufactured inCanada, will be shbstituted ;
a saving will thus be effected.

TRAINING.

The annexed reports from the Deputy Adjutants-General of the Military Districts give
full details of the training of the past season.

In consequence of the sum appropriated for training the Militia being only sufficient
for 30,000 officers and men this year, a very simple method was adopted: to apply the
amount in equitable proportion to the population of the Military Districts.

siii
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The population of the whole Dominion by last census was 3,609,782 souls ; it is now
approximately 4,000,000.

The following table will show the numbers trained this year in each Province, corres
ponding with the population, viz :—

Population, Quota trained.
OEIREID. coorisin o v s s isussires. TOZOBOL sivocis vaonsas 13,457
Quebec .. o LIDLBLG oo cerrninensie 9,502
Now Brunswick...ocoovvereesne 285,094, .. 0tivinnn. 2,376
I OYE Bootin. 0. dvs et L SBTBO0- L L e e 3200
IERTEEONE 5 sa o 2o v bratanre wissio 18,000, .50 e e 126
British Columbia,... ...ce... 130 BRI AR 126
Prince Edward Island............ 94,021............... 788 (provisionally)

quota trained amounting to about } per cent.

The Active Militia enrolled, (including this year, Prince Edward Island,) is 43,000,
being 11 per cent. of the population, to which must be added the Grand Trunk Railway
Brigade of 2,128, very efficient men.

The Reserve Militia, divided into three classes, amounis to 655,000, making a total
of 700,000 men between the ages of 18 and 60, liable by Jaw to be called out in defence
of their country.

It is a matter of vast importance that the rolls of the Active Milita should be kept
complete to the full number provided by the Statutes, even if the sum voted only admits
of a portion being annually called out for training ; the remainder being assembled for
muster, if only for one day in each year at battalion head quarters, taking by turn to
come out for training eonsecutively.

By these means combined, the advanced guard of the main Canadian Army, or
regular Militia, would be kept complete, and capable of being rapidly made effective for
the field.

RECRUITING.

The Reserve Militia is enrolled by officers duly appointed, only once in four years ;
bul it would be desirable that the officers and sergeants should be annually trained,
either by attaching them to regiments of the Active Militia, temporarily for that purpose

or preferably, at convenient times, by the permanent staff of those regiments whe.n
appointed.

The Active Militia is vaised by voluntary enlistment for three years, and in the country
generally there appears no want of men to volunteer for its ranks, so much so that t.l'ain
year, in some distriets, disappointment was expressed when the strength of the (‘t?mpmnes
was reduced from 55 to 42, in order to fit the number into the amount of money disposable

Of course in Canada generally, comprising, in some parts, afloating population, conditions
as to voluntary service vary according to circumstances in different provinces, districts
and cities.



~

xiv

- —
—

I am not sufficiently experienced in the country to express any strong opinion upon
the .uost effective mode of recruiting, but it is apparent that it admits of improvement in
tir. 5 of peace.

In the event of alarm or danger affecting the Dominion, few who could carry
arms would be found absent from th:ir post, and the hardy, manly life to which the bold
enduring people of Canada are accustomed from boyhood, would render them a very for.
midable army when properly disciplined.

It appears that under the present system, in rural districts recruiting depends much
on the popularity of the captains, by whose exertion and influence the company is formed
and kept together.

'

Manifestly this is wrong in principle, because a popular gentleman may be an incom.
petent officer ; but notwithstanding incompetency he is retained, being popular with the
company, which it is assumed would disperse were he removed.

I conclude this applies only to rural, and chiefly to what are termed independent
companies.

A means might be substituted to raise and maintain the desired numbers on another
principle, when permanent Adjutants are appointed, viz :—through the County Wardens
and their Reeves at their usual monthly meetings ; the quota or proportion to population
being observed as now. The Reeves have rolls of townships, and the able bodied men
could be noticed on the Adjutant’s application to the warden for the number required to
replace casualties, or they could have the option of paying a small annual sum for three

years in lieu of attendance. This applies to the Province of Ontario, but could of course
be carried out in other provinces under their local systems.

In the United Kingdom all militia enrolments are made by Adjutants, and why not

o by this means in Canada, the jsystem being, as at present, voluntary service in the
militia of the Dominion 1

This plan, under regimental staffs, would give the whole force a tone of consistency,
and of reliable organization which it hardly presents now ; and the country would receive
a certain equivalent in trained men for its annual expenditure,

Furthermore, it might be considered desivable to abolish the rule of permitting men to
‘become entitled to discharge upon giving six month’s notice, which is said to be abused 3
and discretionary power might be given to commanding officers to grant discharges to men
quitting the district for a change of residence or occupation.

' There are 662 companies of Infantry, comprised in ninety-three battalions, twelve of
. which are however provisional, and there are thirty-nine independent companies.

_ Of the latter, three are in Manitoba, and four in British Columbia, as well as
eight in New Brunswick ; the majority of the remainder, about fitteen in number might
be broken up with advantage. R
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ARTILLERY AND CAVALRY.

There are seven brigades of Garrison Artillery composed of forty-five batteries, and
there ave sixteen independent batteries ; altogether sixty-one garrison batterics. 1 have
as vet been able to see but few ; but those were good, with one exception.

There are also sixteen field batteries, six of which are already armed with the most
approved new rifled field gun. Those I have had the advantage of inspecting were

fully equipped with harness, and all in excellent order.

The artillery derive manifest benofit from the admirably conducted Gunnery Schools
at Quebec and Kingston, whose commandants, lent fior the Royal Artillery, take praise-
worthy pains to instruet officers and men. The good result throughout that Lranch is as
apparent, as would be that of the schools of the other arms if similarly organized.

Theve are three regiments of Cavalry, comprising eighteen troops, and there ara three
squadrons, viz : at Quebec, Port Hope and Kingston, as well as sixieen independent
troops ; in all, forty troops of Cavalry.

The avms, clothing and saddlery of those I have seen arve excellent, and very cavefully
preserved. They have the advantage of some very accomplished cavalry officers in their
ranks. .

The mode of horsing both artillery and cavalry is defective, and a question some-
what dificult of solution ; but I hope to have the opportunity of consulting officers of

experience in those arms, with a view to its improvement.

As far as I can at present learn, a bonus of ten dollars a year Oir each
horse enrolled and registered for three years, for field batteries, would in some degree lead
to satisfactory results.

Cavalry being a very favorite service, I understand theve is Jess difficulty in procuring
horses—the property, generally, of the troopers themselves.

1 invite your attention to the reports of the Commandants of the Schools of Gunnery ;
the benefits arising from these institutions, as I have already said, cannot be too highly
prized. If it were possible, these batteries should be even upon a larger basis, uniting
ipstruction in both Garrison and Field Artillery, the duties of which are widely different.

Branch Gunnery Schools at Montreal and Toronto, where detachments of these
batteries are respectively stationed, would greatly extend their utility by enabling officers
and volunteer gunners in those populous cities and rural districts adjoining, to attend for
short course studies, which the great distance from Quebec or Kingston frequently
prevents.

If the pay of officers attending for short or long course studies was increased from
$1 to §1) per diewm, many more would be induced to take advantage of these schools, who
now hesitate to do so, finding the allowance does not mect the obligatory expenses of
living.

6—14
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Moreover, it would be signally advantageous to these schools if each Field battery
consisted of four guns, completely horsed, instead of the present insufficient number.

The term Artillery Schools would, T think, be more appropriate than that of
“Gunnery ” as at present, and more expressive of the instruction derived there,

BTAFF.

The country is very judiciously divided into Military Districts, of which thero are
twelve, viz : four in Ontario, three in Quebec, one each in Nova Scotia and N ew
Brunswick, one in Prince Edward Island, and one each in Manitoba and Brivish
Columbia; for each of these there is a Deputy Adjutant General, with a Brigade Staff.,
The whole under a General officer of the Royal Army, with a Deputy Adjutant-General
at Headquarters. The voluminous correspondence and increased work of the Department
has thrown a very undue amount of labor on this Staff Officer, and therefore there should
be added as Deputy or Assistant Quarter-Master-General, a thoroughly trained officer, to
whom should be entrusted the increased superintendence of the supply of clothing, as well
as the various important other duties which apply %o that Department, including a ganeral
knowledge of the local resonrces of the country, with its various lines and modes of com-
munication which in case of active operations could not be dispensed with.

At such times confusion and Jfatal mistakes would inevitably occur, were an inex-
perienced officer hastily placed in a position of great responsibility, and in such a
comprehensive sphere.

I submit that appointments to the District Staff should be based upon the rule long
prevailing in the army: to last for five years, but eligible for renewal for competenc y

Regimental uaiforms have in some instances been permitted to imitate minutely those
of the Royal Army in ornaments and lace. In the British Militia this is carefully avoided
and so the propriety and taste of deviating from that svstem is open to question.

With regard to military titles, it strikes a stranger on arrival in Canada what a super-
abundance of field officers exist throughout the Dominion.

‘i hie rank of Lieutenant-Colonel, which in the Royal army is only reached after twenty
years, and often more—passed probably in remote countries and unhealthy climates, with
every species of military experience, is in Canada obtained in half that time ; the possessor
probably having seldom or never held proportionate commands—possibly with little
amount of military experience—and having spent the whole, or as much as he chose, of
his life comfortably at home.

Consequently, military titles are so common as to be held in light esteem ; they lose
the weight and distinction accorded to them in Europe, and having been acquired so easily
and so early in life, no higher distinction of rank remains to e obtained in rewarl for
good, gallant and faithful services to the state.

This has been caused by a rule bestowing brevet rank, after each period of five years’
service, which service probuthly amounts in the “ggregate to gome ten weeks training,

according to its duration, during the five years; a very undue proportion of promotion to
superior grades has therefore resulted, and in case of the Canadian Militia acting with the
Queen's troops the result would be very inconvenient.

A modification of this rule in the future is desirable. The period of five years
carrying, as a matter of course, brevet rank under paragraph 56 of the Regulations and
Orders for the Militia might be made seven.

No brevet rank to be given to subalterns, in accordance with the rules of the army.

Every officer seeking promotion to have a certificate of professional competency for
the superior grade.

Captains and Majors to be eligible at all times for brevet promotion for cu.ispicuous,
good or gallant service or other special meritorious conduct.

Regimental promotion to continue as heretofore, the proposed alterations not to be

retrospective.
I am afraid this report has assumed larger proportions than I anticipated.

I have the honor to be, Sir,

Your obedient servant,
E. BELBY SMYTH,
Major-General.

P.S.—In the foreg(;ing report allusion is made to the staff of the militia in the Military
Districts of the Dominion, to the effect that it wonid prove beneficial in practice if' the
system were adopted here, similar to that which it was found necessary to int.roduca into
Her Majesty’s service several years ago, restricting the duration of staff appointments to

five years, but allowing re-appointments for special fitness,

1t is only by zealous exertions and constant superintendence that the system of
discipline and the reputation and success of any military organization can be maintained,
and this specially falls to the duty of Executive staff officers,

Officers selected for employment in such positions should by their previous service
as well as by their acquirements and cheracter, be considered fully qualified to discharge

with advantage the duties of a staff officer.

Tt is, however, necessary in the interests of the service, that qualiﬁt?ations and oot'n
petency should not be kept out of view by suffering officers to be placed in such responsi-
ble positions through any local or other influence. In such an event, the ?ﬂicer may or
may not be professionally qualified, possibly sometimes the latter, and so his duties may

be slurred over.
6—14*
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- Tt is especially necessary that staff officers should be independent of local influence,
that their energies should be devoted to the interests of the service under the Regulations,
by which they are bound to abide, and responsible to execute.

Particularly in Canada this is necessary. The vast region of its territory renders it
barely possible to administer effectually militia affairs by aa exclusively centralized system
at headquarters. Much must, therefore, be entrusted to the .exertions of local Executive
Staff officers.

The effect of limiting such appointments in the Army to five ycars, is :—

1. To ensure a feeling that by energy, and proved competency the officer continues
deserving of reappointment in the same, or some other post.

2. To prevent his growing indolent, careless, or falling under local influence, subver.
sive of independent action. '

3. To ensure a healthy flow of succession with new thought, and enlarged ideas in
modern professional acquirements.

A permanent localized staff must in the nature of thingsin g great measure fall short
In these points; they teel themselves fixtures, enter into local oceupations, to which Military
duties become secondary, and hence neglected.

Following upon this state of affiairs, the public remark that duties are negligently
performed—their observation is prebubly attracted by the small amount of professional,
compared with private occupation, and thus, conclusions injurious to the character and
maintainance of the Militia engage their attentionand give rise to unfavorable discussions,
by which the force suffers.

The duties of the Brigade staff in Canada, so far as has yet come under my notice, are
small for three-fourths of the year. During the training time they have occupation and
before and after, but from what I can gather a good deal is incompletely performed.
Hence occurs waste, loss of Camp and other stores, and sometimes even money.

Cases of this nature have already come under my notice, which possibly might
have been prevented by more activity.

Arriving unexpected in a certain town, one night in January, I found the Militia stores
in a disgraceful state. The Brigade Major resides in the town, and on being called to account
he simply enough admitted, other armories in his brigade might be in the same condition !

Such a staff officer is worse than useless.

I have met several who are active and intelligent, but as I have not seen all. I can-
not speak for all. :

This I think undoubted, that too long a local tenure of office, with but little to do for
several months of the year, has a tendency to vender most men in such positions, less

careful, .ma.lom.; and active minded, if not actually neglectful, than is consistent with
the public service, and therefore I consider the system admits of reform.

Tam aware this requires caveful handling, too long an undisturbed residence has
allied some of these gentlemen, either by family ties or otherwise, with persons of local
influence, and a change infringing on their comfortable tenure may cause remonstrance.

But such a position is not consistent with discipline or efficiency, and I am willing
to bear the onus of responsibility, in carrying such reform as may be approved, into effect.

It is my duty to the Governmentand people, to represent what a life long experience
agsures me are defects, without regard to the interests of individuals.

T recommend that all district and brigade appointments be limited to five years, and
that the officers be eligible to re-appointment for competency and zeal in the interests of

the service.
That they be liable to removal from one district to another, if thought desirable.

That such reductions as may be approved shall take place.
And that these rules may take effect from the first of April next.

I believe the majority of the present stafl are qualified for re-appointment, but the
knowledge of their tenure not being indefinite, and being liable to removal, will be a

beneficial incentive.

* T suggest the Deputy Adjutant-Generals of Districts should, instead, be termed
« Inspecting Field Officers.” The former term beingla misnomer inapplicable to positions

of command.

The Inspecting Field Officer to be held responsible for the entire duties of executive
command ; as I was, myself, for six years with 43 regiments of various arms, without
any Staff assistance, entailing annual journeys from 5 to 6,000 miles into every county

in Ireland. I merely instance this to show how much can be done when made a point

of duty, and more thoroughly by one than by several with divided responsibility.

To complete the reform, in this direction, permanent Adjutants and Sergeant-Majors
ghould be appointed to each battalion of Infantry, and a Cavalry Inspector to each
Province. The Artillery are already provided for.

Then old Brigade Majors might gradually be absorbed, reserving a District Adjutant
only to assist the Inspecting Field Officer of each District.

To follow out this idea, the system would give opportunities to intelligent officers in
which the Militia abounds, to perform the duties of Brigade Majors in Camps of instrue-
tion, receiving, perhaps, forage for a horse.

The knowledge thus acquired and the incentive to become proficient would tend to

create an emulation productive of good amongst active young fellows who are soldiers at
heart, and they would become practically!qualified for those positions in war, after a course

of instruction in an Infantry School.



The Military College will, in the future, also produce a scientific class of officers for
such situations. J : '

The Inspecting Field Officers would command, as now, the Districts and Camps at
aiing.,

The Infantry Schools would supply the Adjutants and Sergeant-Majors as well as
drilled instructors in abundance. : j

The Adjutants would pull together the whole regimental machine—recruit —impart
drill, keep accurate rolis, accounts and registers, and preserve the costly Government,
property.

Considerable travelling expenses, inaccurate musters, “tramps,” enrolled merely to
make up numbers for training, waste and destruction of clothing, arms and equipment,
claims to compensation from sickly men who should not have been taken on, and other
improprieties would be abolished or reduced to a minimum. Thus solidity and a reality
would replace what has tended to become a superficial and somewhat loose condition ;
& better value returned for the sums spent, and, I think, a general feeling of satisfaction
would be stimulated by visible effects.

Assuming these ideas should be approved and put in force, you will, in consequence,
for some time to come, only be able to afford to assemble for training comparatively few
men each year ; but those will be better recruited, more compaect and reliable, as well ag
better trained.

Withal, the quota should be kept complete in each province, and be trained in turn,
the rural companies joining headquarters occasionally not only for drill’s sake, but for th®
benefit to be derived from association and knowledge of each other,

Under the above system you would have a flow of fresh material among the staff,
with watchfulness, activity, and an interest in suggesting and introducing improvements,
instead of the laissez aller which prevails.

A large and useful body of well instructed commissioned and non-commissioned
officers by means of the school system.

A welljcompacted regimental system by means of the permanent staff,
A great saving in arms, stores and clothing.
In fact a substantial, instead of a somewhat shadowy condition of organization,

T see no other real or more substantial mode of reform {under; existing conditions,
#*nd I feel assured these means would eventually produce, to a certain extent, the sort of

Teliable nucleus which this country should possess, and beyond which it is not disposed
at present to advance. -

xxi

In the advocating permancnt schools and regimental staff, without materially
inereasing the estimates I have also shown that, therefore, for some time to come, nn-u-l:
fewer men can be annually assembled for drill than heretofore, but I Lelieve the i-olehvr
like qualities of commanding officers and others will continue to inspire them ‘ with zeal
to assist the Government in its reform, and that they will hereafter, as herctofore, muk‘ﬂ
good use of leisure time by frequently imparting occasional hours of evening drill to their
men in their drill sheds as the Volunteers do in England, in order that when ealled

out they may be reasonably efficient for any service that may be required of then.

E. SELBY SMYTH,

ajor-General,
HEAD QUARTERS, Maj

Otrawa, February, 1876.
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APPENDIX No. 1.

——

MILITARY DISTRICT, No. L.

Deputy ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Loxpox, 21st December, 1874.

Sir,—T have the honor to submit the enclosed Return of the Annual Drill of the
District under my command for the year 1874.

The total force who performed drill for this year was—

One Regiment of Cavalry, 4 Troops,

Two Batteries of Field Artillery,

One Battery of Garrison Artillery,

Ten Battalions of Infantry and Rifles,
being a total strength of 267 officers, 3,256 non-commissioned officers and men, with
eight guns, and 160 sabres.

The following corps did not perform drill for this year, viz :—27th Battalion Infantry
and Sarnia Garrison Battery, who obtained a special permission to postpone drill ; also, one
company 29th Battalion, two companies 32nd Battalion, and one company 33rd Battalion ;
these latter, though good companies, were restricted from performing their drill on acconnt
of their having been below minimum strength last year.

There were ¢wo brigade camps assembled in the district, the first held av Guelph for
12 days, commencing 2Uth June, consisting of —

The ““ Wellington " Field Battery, under Captain Maedonald,
s 28th “ Perth ” Battalion, under Lient-Colonel W. Smith,
»»  20th “ Waterloo” Battalion, under Major Peck,
» 30th “ Wellington ” Rifles under Lieut-Colonel Clarke,
5 92nd * Bruce ” Battalion, under Lieut.-Colonel Sproat,
being a total of 78 officers, and 1,037 non-commissioned officers and men, under command
of Lieut.-Colonel Clavke, 30th Rifles.

This brigade was formed from the 2nd Brizade Division, and was camped on the
“ Exhibition Grounds” near Guelph, having also the Race-course for drilling on. I was
present there during four days and inspected the brigade, which ‘turned out in a very
efficient state, and had evidently made considerable progress in theiv deill during eamyp.

The County of Wellington and Town ‘of Guelph not only showeil the interest which
they have always taken in their Militia Foree, by many scts of kindness, but also, as in
former years, voted a sum to augment the daily pay of their own loeal corps, while the
ladies of Guelph most liberally provided an entertainment to every one in e,

On the Tth September, another brigade, taken from the Ist Brigade Division,
assembled in camp near London for 12 days, consisting of-—

Ist Regiment Cavalry, under Lieat -Colonel Cole,

% London Field Battery,” under Lieut.-Colonel Shanly,

7th Battalion © London Light Infantey,” under Lisut.-Colonel MeBetly,
22nd * Oxford Rifles,” under Lieut.-Colomel Hugh Richardson,

24th Batwalion * Kent,” under Lieut.-Colonel D. Smith,

26uh Battalion ¢ Middlesex," under Lieut. Uolonel Attwood,

~ being a total strength of 119 officers, 1,037 non-commissioned officers and men, with four

guns and 160 sabres; under my own command, with Lieut.-Colonel Moffat, Brigade Major,
6-—2
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This brigade is complete and fit for service, and though the greater part of the men
were recruits, yet they improved so much in drill as to be able to go throngh a satisfactory
brigade field day before the camp was broken up.

At both these brigade camps the regulated routine of camp duties was fairly carried
on, and the general conduct very orderly and well bebaved ; the rations for both camnps
were very good, in fact more satisfactory than at any previous camps.

Though the weather was excessively hot the sunitory arrangements were good, and
there was very little sickness. ' g ¥

t practice was strictly and earefully performed under the efficient superinten-
dence of Lieut.-Colonel R. Lewis (late Tth Battalion) for the London Camp, and of Captain
Thompson, Goderich Garrison Artillery, who was equally attentive to his duties, for the
‘Guelph Camp ; and I venture to liope that the liberality of the Government in giving
prizes for the best shots, as in 1872, will again be showh, and will not be confined to the
grants to Rifle Associations only,at whose nieetings but few of the volunteer force ean attend.

I was present at the muster of each corps in these camps, and saw that every mdan on
the pay roll was present or duly acenunted for.

With regard to the effects of the order issued previous to these camps, in which the
strength of companies was reduced from 55 to 42 non-comuiissioned officers and men, T am
of opinion that it is an advantage, by keeping the general strength of the companies more
equal, and allowing captains more choice of men to fill up their companies.

The enclosed Return, marked “ A,” of the six years during which the present Militia
Act has been in force, shows the strength of the force in this distriet that have performed
annual drill each year, together with the average stvength per company or corps ; and it
will be noticed that the average of this ye v is three officers and 43 men, pet company, the
strength allowed being 42 wen, while the totul averace of the five preceding years is
thiree officers and 47 men, with the strength allowed being 55 men.

The system of brigade camps continues the most popular with the force, and the
officers and men generally have got so accustomed to these camps, that a great deal of the
confusion at first incidental to the novelty of the life has worn off, and they now settle
down for their few days’ drill without loss of time, .

The two Batteries of Field Artillery ave probably the most efficient corps in the
district, much of which is due to the great attention which their respective commanding
officers pay to their corps. The London Field Battery were allowed to perform four days
extra drill, and they marched to Port Stanley for shot and shell practice with their muzzle-
londing rifle nine-pounder field guns, making satisfactors practice. I trust that both Field
Batteries will be permitted extra drill for a like purpose next year. .

. The 25th “Elgin” Dattalion performed their drill by eight days in battalion camp
at St. Thomas, where I inspected them but regret that I cannot repoit finding the
battasion in so satisfactory state as I could wish.

The 33rd “ Huron” Battalion also performed drill in battalion camp at Godrich, I
found everytliing highly satisfactory at my idspection there. Drill very steady, as this
corps always hias been ; and arms, accontrements and uniforms in very good order.

. I have to report that, being instructed to call out guaras of hohor to attend His
Excellency the Governor General during his tour through this district. I found sich a
general desive among the force to turnont  that my only difficulty was to keep the
numbers within due l'i'}llils, and I am hi\-ppy to be ﬂ.b]ﬂ to rep()l't, that ng Exoenency
(who invariably inspected every guard of honor) was pleased to express himself well
plemsdl hwil'.h them.f : 3

ave, as on former occasions, much satisfaction in acknowledeine the aible assis
so willingly -accorded me by Lieut.-Colonel Moffat, and by Lgi:;;gt_-culonel serb:-lil:,ge
Brigade Majors, and by the commanding officers of corps in the district ’
I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant, '
JOHN B. TAYLOR, Lieut.-Colonel,
Depy. Adjt. Genl., Military District, No 1,

Rerunn showing strength of the Active Militin in Military District No. 1, who have
[.mrformed Annual Drill ll_m'mg the six years since the present Militia Act came in
force, up to the end of 1874,

———— e

I AVERAGE

N l-:.if}?ff‘ WHo P‘."a;tmmri:n Hakeiuis v
| AXNTAL DiiLy, v = \
‘ COMPANY, 1
ikl | | i ' ] e Manner in
[ Come | ‘ I { which Drill was cmrried out.
panicsor; Officers.| Men. | Officer.' Men
1 Corps, | |
|
| , i oy i N S e SR T R R
! e i | 73 i 5 W62 | 7 A
L O ST | 6F | 242 3 §0 |
1871 | 74 3i1 | 3 5% .1
T T S T I i 4 7 |
TRIES L DR ek s | 4B [ 176 | ! 3 | 8 i
| | - 1 - - daws ot
o e e e ol I 76 267 |1 | 5| 43, |Brigude Camps tor 12 days —Companics
| | i reduced (o 42
Jouy B. Tavior,
Lieut.-Colonel.
MIUITARY DISTRICT, No. 2.
’ Heap Quarrers, Oup Fort, TTRONTO,

18t December, 1874,

Sir,—I have the honor to forwavd, for the information of the Major-Ganeral com-
manding, the accompanying Inspection Report of corps of Active Militia, in Milituy
District No. 2, which have performed the annual drill for 1874-73, in accordance with
General Orders, dated Otiawa, 3ed June, 1874,

The strength of these corps, which were duly mustered by the District Paymaster,
Major Alger, is as undérmentioned :— ) i

| N.O. | .0,
Ll Officera, Officers, Officars. OfRcers
f ’ and Men. and Men.
— —— ____[ — — Pluiae ol ot
CAVALRY. | | f
Goverior General’s Body Guard  .........! 3 39 | .
2nd Rogimeut of Cavaley—T Troops.... i 37 260 w}
(sl ' - | %0 \ 200
A |
ARTILLERY, | 1 ‘
Fielil Butterics. ! ;
R s e e S T R S W S, G | Tl
T T R R T R S SR 5 i il |
I e ) i 72 '
‘ ks o e S [BEED 214
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' 0‘.'}1.0. OIﬂTl.G.
and Men, " | and Men,
Garrison Batteries. ; |
St. Catherine’s (annual drill not per- i
formed 1st December, 1874).
LDORONRED Elvavsasiiive ot inesawsraly snpmessssacissay ; ;\g
(1L ey 7 (g e M s, PR e P _
i 4 78
INFANTRY.
2nd  Battalion Queen's Own  Rifles
10 cOmMPANies. uuevs v eens tasnas caronsens 24 460
10th Royals, not required to perform
arnual drill.
12th Battalion, York Rangers, 8 comps. 24 305
13th Battalion, Hamilton ...... 6 do 1h 252
19th Battalion, Lincoln .. ... . 6 do 19 _ 352
20th Battalion, Halton....... 7 do 23 269
3list Bastalion, Grey .....e0eee T do 22 290
34th Battalion, Ontavio...ecs-eenee T do 20 248
35th Battalion, Simcoe Fores-
7 I O B .10 do 23 383
36th Battalion, Peel......coa..... 9 do 18 266
(No. 1 Company absent.) :
37th Battalion, Haldimand..... 7 do 6 145
(Nos. 1, 4, Gund 7, per-
formed drill.) :
38th Battalion. Brant........... 6 do 8 T4
(Nos. 5 and 6 Companies
performed drill.) .
30th Battalion, Norfolk......... 8 do 24 290
44th Battalion, Welland....... 8 do 16 244
(Nos. 2 and & Companies
absent.)
77th Battalion, Wentworth...... 6 do 21 351
Rifle Company, Sauli Ste.
BIANIRE | Coit i easeniyaars 2 48
265 3,177
ETAIEY | orenionannmsamins 30 | 299
3. Gy 1] [27 TR RN 16 292
5501700, MU e 2065 <
T e 311 4,368

exclusive of the officers and non-commissioned officers employed on the staff of the brigade
camp.

By reference to the above it will be seen, that the corps of all arms mustered well,
wost of the corps well up, some full—the 2nd Battalion Queen’s Own Rifles over the
vequired number, as laid down in the General Order of the 3rd June last.

In the performance of the annual drill, the Governor General's Body Guard

performed its drill at head-quarters, as usual ; paraded for inspection, clean and soldierlike ;

well mounted and drilled well, officers and men.

o

\

5
Toronto and Collingwood Garrison Batteries perforined their 12 days drill at their
respcct.ivﬂ head-quarters, in compliance with No. 7, Genernl Orders, Srd June ; wore

inspected by Lieut.-Colonel Denison, Brigade Major, who made a favor

wiie report ot their
general appearance, and heavy gun drill.

INFANTRY.

The 2nd Battalion Queen’s Own Riflesperformed 12 days drill at head-quarters, Toronto.
The physical appearance of the men of the Battalion, when paraded for my inspection, was
very good ; officers and men appeared well up in their drill, principaily company drill ;
arms and accoutrements in very good order ; clothing somewhat deficient.

The four companies of the 37th Battalion, and the 39th Battalion Rifles, performed

“their drill at their respective head-quarters, under eanvas ; were inspected by Lieut.-Uolonel
~ Villiers, Brigade Major, who made a very favorable report of both corps ;—very steady
under arms ; battalion and skirwishing diill very fair ; appearance of the men good.

The Rifle Company at the Sault Ste. Marie, under the command of Captain Wilson,
was inspected by Lieut.-Colonel Denison, Brigade Major, who reported arms, accoutrements
and clothing in good order. Very useful company. Is in possession of three four-
pounders, which the men handle uncommonly well.

The remaining corps were assembled in brigade camps.

The camp at Niagara was formed on the 23rd June last, under the General Order,
for 12 days drill.

With reference thereto, I beg leave to refec to the report made by Lieut.-Colonel
Skinner, herewith endorsed, marked ¢ A.”

Having been in the camp several days with Lieut.-Colonel Villiers, Brigade Major, who
remained in camp during the drill, rendering all the assistance in his power, I must say
the camp was very orderly and well bebaved.

The duties, both staff aad regimental, well carried out ; the rations were uncom-
wonly good ; no complaints. ;

Although the time is, I consider, too short, I must bear testimony to the aptitude
officers and men shew in acquiring their drill and places ; and when the brigade was
inspected by me on the 2nd July, nine days only in camp, the general appearance of the
force, all arms, their steadiness under <arms, and the manner in which the brigade
movements were performed, were most ereditable to all connected with the foree in camp,

The two Field Batteries. Hamilton and Welland, well horsed, well commanded,
deserve more than ordinary credit.

The 13th Battalion, from Hamilton, deserves mention ; strong in numbers, steady
and soldierlike under arms ; their skirmishing when covering the brigade in the field, all
shew the regiment to be in good order.

Cawp, HoLnaxp Laxpine, .

This camp was formed on the 29th September, (12 days drill) rather late, which was

unavoidable, owing to the Provincial Exhibition taking place at Toronto the week prior.

_ It was composed of the following corps :—Nos. 2 and 3 Troops, 2ud Regiment of Cavalry ;
Toronto Field Battery ; the 12th, 31st, 34th, 35th and 36th Batalions of Infantry—in all
121 officers, 1,630 non-commissioned officers and men, 175 horses.

The camp was under my command. )

Brigade Staff appointed temporarily—Superintendent of Drill, Lieut.-Colonel
Denison ; Brigade Major, Brigade Mujor Bligh, 35th Battalion ; Supply Officer, Major
Selby, 12th Battalion ; Musketry Instructor, Captain White, $4th Battalion: Orderly
Officer, Cornet Clarence Denison, Governor General's Body Guard, with five Stalf
Sergeants. : s

As a brigade camping ground, especially in the autumn, Holland L inding offers many
fuvourable irducem:nts, holding a central position in the brigade division. Good water
ensily obtained by sinking wells ; dry sandy soil covered with sod, with some fifty acres
udjoining the cip ground for deill and exercise ; excellent vifle rauges, (¥ in all) with
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sunken marker’s butts, mdiating from a common centre in Jiffvent directions ; ground
ﬁ.‘& with easy access ; all go to show it to be o very gool place. I must nobt omit to
mention the obliging services rendered by Mr. B. Thotne, Township Reeve, who obtained
the fmugo of the iownship Park (or reserve) enclosed, as well as clearing and levelling
the adjoining grounds for drill purposes, free of expenss. Although the woather was very -
inclement, constant rain and cold, principally at uight, fortunately, the men turned ont 3
cheerfully angd paraded three times aday.  Squad and company dvill for severaldays, before
put together as brigades, had a marked good effect, the weakest point being guard
wonnting and posting sentries, &e. Making o1l guards, brigade guards, and requiring all
to parade every morning for the Brigade Major's inspection, had « very good effect,
~ The whole of the force was under canvas. T am bappy to say, less average sickness
than ususl ; no casualties worth mentioning ; the men behaved well ; the rations were
well supplied and good. It gives me much pleasure to state that the attention, both on the
pirt of the Brigade Siaff, Regimental Officers and men, to their dvill yud duties, was verv
satisfactory, resulting in a brigade field dayon the 8th October, which would have reflected o
eredit on much older troops. g '
Lieut.-Colonel Denison, as Saperintendent of Drill, performed his duties very much to 2
my sgtis'fnetiou, affording useful instruction when ever reguired.
Major Selby, 12th Battalion, as Supply Officer, Captain White, 34th Battalion, as !
Mﬂske{;ry Instructor, were most attentive in the discharge of their respective duties.

Target Practice.

1 beg leave to forward the enclosed report of Ensign 8t. John, marked *“ B,” 19th
Battalion, a very efficient Musketry Instructor, showing the geueral average and working
of the corps of Active Militia at the Niagura camp, by which it is satisfactory to find
that there is a marked improvement this year, compared with that of 1872, i
L glean the following from his report :— :

Figure of Mol
Brigade figures of merit ..... R R R ...........,.f.]gmﬁ’)‘?ifi%hmv
Best shooting Company, No. 5 Company, 20th Eattalion...... 2564
Best shoeting Troop of Cavairy, No. 4 Proop, Grimshy. v 208 | v
Best shooting Battalion, 20th Regiment..... veoeveenoouen...  18:64
Best shot in Brigade, Private David Stock, No. 2 Company, :
Viith Battalion, S0a0e.ue.. i . tveyoapsdinsiagssrsacainnise g B0 points, :

From ?llﬁ ve vt of t-h‘a targst practice, at the ecamp at Holland Landing, I peceivad
from Captain W iite, Musketry Instyuctor, mavked “C," enclosed, it sppears that the
brigade figure of niarit atood 1476,

Figm‘r,e af Merit,

Bost shooting Uompany, No. 4 Company, 35th Buttalion......  20-58
Bakt whooting Battalion, 35th Rogunant, « .oy« -onvre oo ssmesey, 1018
Beat shooting Troop, No. 2, Oak Ridges, 2 Reglments nf Cavalry 1600
Best shot in Brigads, Sergeant-Major Grigley, 12th Battalion, !
BOOT® 0 seevnsnssunansnanseeransnssvan sagss v ivnsnninnnnsens seen g &0 pointa,

The aversge shooting at the Niagara camp, was evidently [the better ; the weather
iy have had something to do with it.

* BCHOOL OF MILITARY INSTRUCTION.

Num'sr of eadets admited during the year. ,......co... Th
Numhir of eadats who olitained Tat class certificatos ... pooours T
do who oblaivned Znd eluzg eortifentos, i 59
With Trawa b perdssion ... Yy TR AR e o O i U \
T LAY L hedla Ched b by ((1

Of the above number, 20 were officers of the foree, 20 non-commissioned officers,
16 were privates, 10 were cadets not belonging to the force, some of whom have since
received commissions.
Average number of days required to obtain a 1st class certificate, , 78

do do 2nd class certificate.., 65

Adjutant, Lieut.-Colonel Denison, Brigade Major.

Drill Instructor, Seigeant-Major Cantlin.

The above school closed, at Toronto, on the 31st May last.

I cannot close this report without bringing specially forward the march made by the
Toronto Field Battery, commanded by Captain Gray, from the Old Fort to the camp at
Holland Landing, and also the return march, a distance of thirty-eight miles, whaose
report, wmarked “ D,” I beg leave to enclose, giving the details ; it shows what a Field
Battery of the force can do when commanded by a smart and intelligent officer.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
W. 8. DURIE, Lt.-Colonel,
Deputy Adjutant General,
Military District No. 2.

[A]
DuxeLG, BEacuvILLE, 13th July, 1874,

S1r,—1I have the honor to submit the following report of the Brigade Camp assembled
at Niagara under my command on the 23rd June last, in aceordance with Distriet Order

of the 11th ult. The force was comprised of the following eorps :— i
N. C. 0.
Clorps. Commanding Officers, Officers. ﬁnd Total. | Horses,
en,
R & e b i e g sy 35 AN ety lg gg 2}% 2‘-"7;
Rogiment Oavalty ......,. |[Major Book ...\ ovovnis covane 1
%ﬂ:ﬂﬁltﬁfl FiélclBatgxry.-. A la?t. T A 3‘3 7l 74 By
3 s;i}laﬂlig{?hl Battery.. ..... Lisut, F. d}{éggu : -Cal Il'.- 1: 2&2 ;g 5}
EEALOR o0y coven weees | Major an eut.-LUol. Irving . o
m 0 ch-rcc--rugl-u|r ;#Mier ML‘DL)W!J -.u-'---...iuc- ’3 ﬂg t 8 1
O Nl e x aha ivs robinse o] LAMIR SO0, NEUPPRY v oo dé s ooorans oyss 22 291
48th i L Filetit, «Col. Pattoffesveseanss raivoneal 8| B 90 1
m do b waes ........lT.imt--Otﬂ. Basoebl:..coveiianvisses 14 919 i
??‘h dﬂ ‘”H'n---_-u--irdlu“tn'(.:olﬂ um-...,.-....,....-. }n ¥, ?81 4
RO Tl vty Aesiyel  ND 1678 | 1,817 354

a

The health of the savacal corps eomprising the brigide was good, and neither acsi
dent nov cases of sevious illness ocenvred duving the continuance of the eamp. Seven
men,had to be sent home, awing to iilness contracted prior to marching from company
headquarters, which wus not discovered uatil the medical inspection to which every
regiment was subjected the day after arvival. Tn this connection, and with a view to
suving the country from unnecessiry expenses, I would urgently recommend that com-
manding officers of corps be ordered to lave all their mea inspected by the medical
officer of the battalion prior to marching out for active service or to camps of exercise,

The first six days after arrival was devoted to preliminary drill, as follows :—

Cravalry.—Sword exercise, moanbed and dismonnted drill.
.ln‘.c'!r'-r_q. ~ Foat (i I“ and field '-llﬂh't'_\' movemenis,
Lufuntry. —Squad, company, skivmishing ond battalien drill



The hours for parade were—

Morning parade - - - - - from 6.30 to 7.30.
Forenoon ,, - B - - = .y 10.00 to 12.00.
Afternoen ,, - - . - - 5 300t 5.00,

The different corps were also practised in guard mounting and dismonnting, and
posting sentries, a branch of their duty of which & great majority of the men were entirely
ignorant, sud for which the time at our disposal was insufficient to get them thoroughly

ted.
A Oun the 30th June I ordered the first brigade parade, and was much pleased at the
precision and promptitude with which the movements were perfobmed, a large proportion
of the men baving vever taken part in a brigade parade before. .

On ihe st July (Dominion Day) the brigade was parnded at eleven o'clock, and at
noon & few du joie was fired in honor of the day. 1In the afternoon 1 had purposed
allowing the wen a half-holiday, us is customary on this day, but at the request of officers
comananding corps I toock the brigade for a march out in column of route, throwing out
advanced and rear guards of cavalry. :

On Thursday, the 2ud of July, the brigade was paraded for your inspection, and a
very successful field day carried out under your direction.

I eanmot conclude my remarks on drill withcut at least adverting to the inadequacy
of the time in such short eamps of exercise as those assembled for twelve days. The days
oceupied in assembling and returning, with the intervening Sunday, cutting down the
sctual tine spent in drill to nine days, and even less in the case of artillery. All this
time should be spent in preliminary dnll, and say five or six more in brigade exercises.

The target practice was carried out regimentally under the supervision of Ensign St.
Jobm, Brigade Musketry Instructor, and twenty rounds per man expended. For any
eflicient instiuct:on in this important branch of a soldier’s duty, I have to remark as above
that the time allowed is altogether too short.

On Sunday, the 27th June, Divine service parades were ordered, and all the men
marched to their several places of worship.

The Young Men's Christian Association opened and maintained a hooth on the camp
gronnd, where religious services were held in the evening, and the troops were supplied
with newspapers, pens, ink, and paper free of charge.

The conduct of the men, with one or two exceptions, was excellent, and I learned
with satisfaction from the 1esidents of the town and neighbourhood that they considered
the troops more than ordinarily well behaved.

In reference to the fransport arrangements I heard no complaints, with the exception
of the train which conveyed the 13th Battalion, which was delayed for five hours in the
neighbourhicod of Clifton, in a hurning sun and without water. The natural advantages
of the ordnance lands at Niagara for camp purposes is I think a fit subject for remark in
this report. The climate is healthy, there is an abundance of excellent water, an expan-
sive parade gronnd, capits] shelter for cavalry and fieid battery horses, and rifle ranges
not ensily surpassed. Besides these natnral advantages, there are many barrack buildings
which ean be utilized as hospitals, soldiers’ quarters, mess and store houses, and prove
invaluable to a eamp of exercise. I would suggest that a small amount be expended
annually to keep the buildings in repair, and would strongly urge that the ground and

buildings be retained for military purposes.

Tn conelasion, T have to acknowledge the efficient manner in Which the several mem-
bers of my Brigade Stafl’ performed their duties, especially mentioning Captain Moore,
Brigade-Mujor, and Captain Boice, Supply Officer. :

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obédient sevvant,
oA SK]NNER, Lient. Col.,

Officer in Command of Brigade Camp

at Niagara,

N

The Deputy Adjntant General,
Military District Noo 2, Toronto.

S

_riently drawn {rom each battalion, was acted upon this year.

S, CarHamixe's, 21st July, 1874,
S, ~-1 have the honor to submit the nominal roll of those who made the l._::__ght—.ql_
) 1 e 38 ¥ i1 o 1 rpge % () 9 € a(®
scores in company and battalion of the Brigade Camp, Military District No. 2, assembled
at Niagara for the annoal deill of 1874-75. Pl riL
The figure of merit of the brigade is 15.31 ; last camp it was 11.49 ; a very greaut
improvement. : _ y Y
; The best shooting company is No. 5 Compuny, 20th Battalior, \\1_1]: the average of
95 63, being slichtly better than the highest company figure of merit (in the District) of
Ry Ly 2 z ‘ -3 i T = L) = a0 ¥ ; » B
last eamp, which was 25.12, obtained by No. b Company, 38th i,.ﬁ‘tullnl‘l. & )
The battalion liwving the highest figure of merit 18 the :;-Hh lm::;d_m::. heing 18.64;
Jast camp the best battalion of the Division obtained 17.62; a mml-lx::_mlu inerease.
The best shot in the brigade is Private David Stock, of No. 2 Company, i 7th Battalion,
with the score of 60 points. ) i b ' o
The ficure of merit of the cavalry (2nd Regiment) is 17.77 ; the best shooting troop
is the Grin?%hy Troop, with an average of 20.81; and the best shot 1n the regiment 18
Private W. Martindale, of the same troop, having scored B8 points. "
The number of men who fived the required number of rounds is, Infantry, 1, -
Cavalry, 184 ..
v - - . . o e T o ¥ - Guﬂl
Of the thirty-seven making the highest scores, twenty-one are non-commissi
officers, being over one-half. ) : e ) B
L am gl?ul to state that the suggestion of Major Dartnell, District Muskeiry Instrue
1 i » marker in e ring the markers perma-
+ for 9 as to having but one marker in each butt, and hav ; '
A I found it worked well,
there being no comnlaints of inattention as during the previous eamp. J B
The rules of firing were the samec as those of last camp, and which seemed to give
general satisfaction. ‘ L AL i
A approve of the “Hythe position” at 400 yards, notwithstanding it has been objected
to in former reports, for ckirmishers are often prevented from firing lying down by u-zv-;w'n}
of the lowness of the ground, therefore are com peiled to five from the knee ; consequently,
in becoming accustomed to the Hythe position, it will not come amss. ak
I am glad %o state no accidents occurred.  The weather was not wholly favorable to
shooting, on account of the severe \\-iuds_\mmh lul':‘.\_‘{llhﬂl. 5t 2od
Next camp at Niagara, 1 would advise the ruising of targets D os. 1 ‘m{ } L=
In tuking into consideration the marked improvement of the brigude shooting,
must be remembered that the 500 yards range was added to the ranges ol last cam'p]. :
When it was definitely announced that there would be no prizes for those ;lt-l m’i
- . . i Y- 7
highest scores, 1 could not help but notice the disappointment exp_nmfetvl on the 'mt’tlll
fuces. It prizes are to be withheld, it will be found to have a prejudicial effect on the
il 7 ws in ritle shooting
interest taken by the volunteers in ritle g _ | : i g
I desire to here make mention of the valuable ussistance rendered me by Stafl-Ser
geant Dunford, of the Queen'’s Own Rifles, 5
* I am, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
F. Sr. JOHN, Ensign,

Musketry Instructor.
——

(0] _
Camr, HoLnAND Laxpixa, 9th October, 1874.

Al elatry Tnstructor to the Brigade, 1 have
Sir,—I have the honor to repoit that, ns Musketry [nstruector to the B ;“ g
a 1 s b el IATIS  PARET YO FOTIL VO, § Hls
conducted the target practice aecording to the instrnetions receive { from ¥
that T fow.d the rapges i the wmost gonventendt

situation and safety.

and satisfactory state, both as vegavds
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losed you will please find a tabulated veturn of each battalion, which 1

e '\i . J‘él'p--r‘r-_t Winﬁﬂ‘mﬁ"n wﬁiﬁl}yu‘l rﬁquima . fo Fowan hppe
been conducto %:h?nm; beg to call your attention to the fact that the corse has
¢ the hing 9::1 R :‘W“‘_’“;'“.' h‘:“g"’%ﬁﬁy person engaged.  'With the exception
iy it on the trapdoors in butts, whizh were too light, and occasioned a Ji
delay while being fixed, in all other respects o ohad et mfmd w littlo

1 am, Sii', : .
Your obedient servant,
JOSEPH WHITE, Capt.,

Lient.-Col. Durig, Brigade Musketry Tnstructor,

‘Deputy Adjutant General, 2
Commanding Camp at Holland Landing.

[.]

R ToroxTo, 2nd November, 1874.
—- have the honor to report thatfithe Toronto Field Batte d -
mm%u a}:;mbleg! for annual drill on Tuesday, the 29¢h September, 1872” g R
g e as;ne day at 10 a.m., the Battery commenced the annual ball practice.
Ll m v:a? ]fllgogr:éi f;_u t]"..qk_a Ountario, at ai;out one thousand yards from shore.
. The g W 1 at first, in consequence of th s ot bei ged
as 1 3{;:& lill:?tmtc;mns nri:t .t.or use powder focf- that pu rpoze'.u BRI 0L belg s,
! ng the weight of the projectile by half a pound has a very great inf
i"? ﬂlgh:ﬁ and I::[1 would: strongly recommend the propriety of not pefm%itﬁag“t:r;fgi; (t)g
nga.gr;w en!t}rﬁ gl{:: Efllédt;aiy:ﬁa:: d:aemed co;npft;mt to use shell accb.rdiug o regulation
fwventy-eight ror 1t the target oub of forty-nine fired, the last round commnletel
demolished the superstructure, leaving only the vaft and anchor to be %::;?asﬁf;[ﬂetely
On_g m;ndg: of ibﬂ ammunition I retained to be used on some futnre occasia;l.
S0 . e3d4y at noon the MBattery started on ths march for camp at Holland
A halt way mads at Roee's Hollow. 6 ht mi E :
horse; the men b dinner . th s i, o1 19 6" 1 foed the
Arrived ut Bond's Lake, twenty miles from Toronto ¢
: ut 2 Lake, tw : ab ) \
55 M El;;'?u?ﬁﬂﬁzd{ﬁh supper for the men, ik e glodk Fi Faterad
~ Agrived at Hollan 7 'Unmp at fovty.five minutes past three
: s MR RY.K © mut | 4,
m&?: @&;ggg-ga ;ii k: ggﬁ ght g{ies in lesa than:?xtueu oltes, iz 16,
3 forty-five minu ' our
an five minutes nt o tin:i{- ARERR Wi Feetoo, ok ool By AR e mural,
?h;pam::l %gmar:éz eapital spirits, the Battery going into camp on the trot,
o Yeported to Lieutenant. lonel Denison, Brigade Mujor, who met the Battery and
O Dotas e e o i i
. 4 mp the Battery was under your i 1i ¢ .
behernggifgm?d itt;ﬁ g o your immediats orders, and I trust and
' Lrwin, the o ing t - i
o Tgﬁdg; sk egz:ommand:ng the School of Gunnery, inspected the Battery
¢ Battery marched out of ecamp on Friday, the 9t :
- ! ! ¥, the 2th October, at elov
miz::ewd ::Il:jedrl.y over the:ur»:d, as.I was eager to make the most of a
Aumﬁ !;l“[n:lil:][f;; ‘t:.‘fl'u::;g b:;:t‘e:;i :::rse{;, alnd tc‘} cook dinner for the men, was mada at
1 Iy L 1 Ll B nn {0 £F Wy 0v Ty ge - "—
wd broraed ifteons aftor duck 1 disoontimucd Urotting o EO Oty mintes

i dosmed 1t advisabio not to hult for any length of time, as there was every indiens

en o'elock am.,
few howrs' daylight

v

= i —————————

- ion of rain, the road already muddy and heavy to travel over, and a new coat of metal

laid at intervals along the route, o - e
The Battery avrived at the O13 Fort, Toronto, at 11.45 pan., Friday, acecomplishing

she maveh in thirteen hours, and proving beyond & douby a Volunteer Field Battery ewn

possess that faculty of nobility, without which it is a uscless expense. )

' On Saturday the guns, arms, harness, and accoutrements wera returned into store,

in & clean nnd proper manner.

The harngss was placed in the h
ana this atter continnnl wet weather, :
prizes offered aunually to the drivers by the ofiicers of the Battery. )

A prize also given to the smartest sub-division has the effect of keeping the guns ab
all times thoroughly c]vm]r/

I find enconvagement better than punishment. 2 ;
1 cannot cloge this report without noticing the zeal and ahility of the officers under

my command, and their untiring energy in the interest ol the corps, before, during and

arness room in a very ereditable condition indeed,
?n:!t- this is owing no doubt to a couple of smail

after the annual drill. N
I have the lionor to be, Sir,

Your obedient servant,
JOHN GRAY, Capt,
Toronto Field Battery.

Lieut.-Col. DURIE,
Deputy Adjutant General,
Military District No. 2.

MILITARY DISTRICT NO. 3.
Dupury Apsurast Gexerar's OFFICE.
KixasToy, December 10th, 1874,

. 9 1 I s Mai 1 T
81g,—1I have the honor to forward, herewith, for submission to the _“!“J'"‘ (!.Lfl("l. 3
statement (Form 106),’of my inspections in Military District

-7
enmmanding, a tabular b
il vt of the state of the

Ko. 3 after the annual drill for 1874-75, together with this Repo
Active Militie therein unider my eominaid.
The fovea consists of the following corps ;—

7' Troops of Cu\’:lh‘.\'.

2 Ml TOLA7 W (1. DS m

2 Field Datterios.,.. ]( Avtillery.

4 Garvison Hatteres,... )

10 Battulions or G4

Clonpanios s

}- Infuntry.
The total stropgth of these corps, as by law allowed, is 1—

e e e —————
o o
| N.Q. 0.
Clorps. 10!"ﬂcer.~=. ﬁ':fl‘ Huorsos, | Guns.
I | . :
e ™ T R e =} —_*r'—l___—'
[ 2005 3t 417 f...fans
d 10| 1 | 24 8
‘ 1% o PO 4
T | oy 2.630 | | B |
| o | 2 Ty
'.l".‘ Essns annee -n .l "«"; "-'-‘
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In accordance with General Order (14) Svd June, 1874, the nomi

: _ ) % : minal strength of each
irg}fg or com;;:gy of G:trf'mon Artillery, Oavalry, and Infantry, for the mmﬁal drill of
un:] er‘:h;a:zﬂe;r:live:lstﬁz’ exclusive of officers, and the total nwmber entitled to drill

— ——

2 N.C. 0.
Corps. Officers. {Inei. Horses. | Guns,
Cnrnley, § THOOPR s ¢ vsicaivavissbasiaisnerns - . 39
Field Batterion, 2 BREGEIEn... 1o« «vueanvorers saseess nrnsnser. | | BElw
Garrison Artillery 4 Batteries.. .. ..ccvemeicereanrienin o Y 12 168 ; ‘
il e R i o e s ey CIRE 1 B i F
DT ey Vo, S o g ey st e e 321 3,300 495 12

The numbers who have actually performed the drill, and h
- - : 5 1 :
inspected, and paid up to the 1st December, 1874, are :— . T

— — —

N. C.0.

Corps. |Officers, ﬁ’g Horses.| Guns.

CRYAICY, 7 TrO0DE. . ¢.rvaiiiceny somssivige
e P T s i i A A - iy
i el N e b R

A
8 Infantry Battalions of 46 Companies .......cccoevvvennevneiacnns o 153 1,833 37

ROREL. tuaics rene s suiweTraraey LasEeRr e san 199 | 2,354 468 10

The excess of eavalry strength was cansed |
ng s cansed by the mounted band of the Northumber-
land %zd Durham squadron being specially allowed in addition to the squadron 8:5:;?1;:;‘1
e following corps have not yet performed their diill, viz.:— .
The Port Hope and Trenton Garrison Batteries.
14th Battalion, 1 company.
' 16th do 8 companies.
4hth do 3 do -
o 46th do 6 do
making a total of two Garrison Batteri rti i i
~ 'li‘a.vabfniled e e ] s;] : i:r;e:u gf Artillery and eighteen Infantry companies
wo brigade camps were formed simultaneous! i 1 Cot
3 we v at Kingston and Cobourg, on the 22
J une'zmljﬂn, for 12 days’ drill, composed of corps in the two Brigade Divisiunsgl‘especbivel i
e staff recommended and allowed for these camps was :— ¥
1 Commundant...... e Erast | .
1 Major of Brigade..........
11 (S_}upply Officer...coueses
amp Quartermaster..... » For each camp.
1 Muasketry Instructor.. . . e
1 Provost Sergeant........
" I Brigade Clerk.............
The senior officer of Militia in each cam igadi
; p took command as Brigadier. The Avtillery
sud Cavalry were under the senior officers of thigir r-e;qpact.ivulun:m. “J;f‘ll;eus:t llll:‘]:’::;l;\ :::tlcla}.ttt:l

13
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by the Deputy Adjutant General commanding the distriet, and submitted for approval to
headquarters at Ottawa.
The Kingston camp was composed of the following corps i—
Artillery.—The Kingston Field Battery.
The Frontenac Squadron.
3 Troops Cavalry........ Napanee Troop. !
[ 14th Princess of Wales' Own Rifles.
15th Argyle Light Infantry.
5 Battalions Infantry.. ‘ 47th Frontenac Battalion.
48th Lennox and Addington Battalion.
[491’.11 Hastings Battalion.

Total strength of eamp was :—

% OFFICOTE o evesssresonansansnssarses senasinssass s sarsunonsasasssones 113
Non-Commissioned Officers and Men .....oooiiiiriniacaaen 1,360

FTOTRAB & ose s sevisls sinssivssones o o viaihisnna nenneshndoesassonenns 203

S

CHETER v s b el s s dwuialsis s 5 nbabomen s ARRN F R NS Sebabs S TLFwRsLns

Lieut.-Colonel A. Campbell of the 15th Battalion, “ Argyle Light Infantry,” fromn

Belleville, being the senior officer in camp, commanded the whole. The immediate com-
mand of the cavalry was assumed by Lieut.-Col. John Daff, of the Frontenac Squadron.

Lieut.-Colonel Campbell’s Report, marked A., is attached.

The strength of the camp as given above was the actual number present at muster
when the District Paymaster, in my presence, called the rolls of every troop and
company there assembled, and each officer, man and horse was viewed by me personally
on that occasion.

The Cobourg camp was composed of the following corps i—

Artillery.—The Durham Field Battery.
The Northumberland and Durham Squadron.

3 Troops Cavalry «...ces Peterborough Troop.
40th Northumberland Battalion.

3 Battalions Infantry... {45& West Durham do

57th Peterborough do
Total strength of this camp :— N
BBt s is o= s hisas s paen smmnros, | oBSBERS Fis kA Ak #EE s T
Non-Commissioned Officers and Men..........ooceviriimiananene 879
FLOTHOS iiisneuarsan vtnranansssssinusdidan Lt e OB P e 223
4

T e e RO R PR G0 T

Lieut.-Colonel W. Smith, of the 40th Battalion, from Cobourg, being the senior officer

resent, commanded as Brigadier.

Tn the absence of Lieut.-Col. D'Arcy Boulton, of the Northumberland and Durham
Squadron, then on leave in England, who is the senior ofticor of the Active Militia in the
Military District No. 3, the immediato command of the cavalry in this canp devolved
upon Lieut.-Col. Smart of the Port Hope Troop.

Lieut.-Colonel Smith's Report, marked B., is attached.

The same precautions were taken at this camp, as at Kingston,
actual number present entitled to pay.

The other corps in this District who have performed annual drill at their own head-
quarters are:—

The Picton troop of Cavalry.
The Napanee and Cobourg Ratteries of Garrison Artillery.

to ascertain the

The total number of these mustered was :—

Non-Commissioned Officers and Men.........ovvsiainmniiien 115
FHOPHOB & 1 oo v o aonsanqunnasd sssisinn oibasendeonavansanssnssaacs s vase 42
2

BB L. oo b s% 4§ G deseatinataten o Tndrasiansii va V'susvasunecene
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Making with the eamps a grand total of : — .
‘ vah ‘r}v‘vi"'li‘h“;;i;).i".\"l'_l.‘ovTﬁ’llr; &-g‘l,t;lo-un.950'21-01 FEawe Re webaes 199

Non‘&’m‘nimm Omﬂam ﬂﬁd-Mﬂﬂ.u AT e RO 2?354

Hom I I 48’8

‘ G“m.o--u-oot._.nvoo l-!l‘-unlqou‘u‘p,g.nl.‘-:uw-nilo 2888 s eennnanse & o e 10
‘that have so far completed the drill for 1874-75, and have been mustered and paid.

As Deputy Adjutant General in command of the District, I gave my psrsonal
superintendence to these two camps alternately, and issued a scule of parades and exercises
'to be observed daily during the period of encampments, together with other orders for the
better government of the force, _

& At Kingston the cost of supplies, in proportion to the numbers, was less than at
bourg. ' i : . : ;

Tenders were obtained by public adyeriisement for the supply of rations, fuel and
forage, and those accepted were approved by the Minister of Militia and Defence.

The contractors fulfilled their obligations to the satisfuction of the troops assembled.

;Thq total o.mqé(l‘_lt recommended to be paid for these supplies at Kingston was
£3,745.911 and at Cobourg, $3,473.18. |

... The cost of forage, per daily ration, at Kingston, wus 40 cents ; and at Csbourg, 48
cents. :

- 'Tha cost of men’s rations (without fuel wood), at Kingston was 16] cents ; and at
Cobourg, 217 cents, per man, per diem. ‘

sl 'J;he,qoat. of fuel wood has noi boen taken info account in cal:ulating the cost of duily
ratious, for the reason that a quantity of dvift wood and old picketing was picked up in
the vicinity of the camps which saved the men the labor of cutting up cordwood, and
«consequently the full allowance of cordwood was not drawn.

At }gé;:gséon 30 cords of wood were consumed at a cosi of $177, and at Cobourg 16
cords, costing $96. ;

The total number of rations drawn during the camps was, at Kingston 15,812, and
at Cobourg 10,385. . a , _ ¢ G

_l‘lrlt;;‘omphunts of any kind were made as to the quantity or quality of the supplies

Owing to the short period allowed for camp exercises, twelve days only, includiug
the days of coming and géing arld Sundays, the target practice was necessarily limited to
15 rounds, per man. The practice was performed at three ranges, 200, 400 and 600 yards,
at both camps, under the supervision of musketry instructors specially selected for that
duty. o '

The returns of these officers will accornpany this leport.

__ The cost of transport by waggon on the country roads, not traversed by railiod !s:
%mbed;lo $§;’o__8'.01'.for Kings'tbn and $142.45 for Cobourg. ' S
h{‘m r?'mmh;ier of the tra'__;_ rb fq}_‘ =l')ot;h camps was by rail or steambont, and wag

rnished upon transport requisitions signed Ly me, and paid on de nand by the Militia
Department in Ottawa. _ : %

 The 16th * Prince Edward” and the 46th “ Eust Durham” Battalions. h
performed the annual drill for 187475, - i bt iy

___The reason assigned by the 16th Battalion for naglecting to do s has fiot besn made
Tnown to me.

The Lieut.-Colonel commanding the 46th Battalion veported that the last issue of
clothing was worn out, and therefore the battalion conld wot appear in bubli i

nug by : 1 on pp public. His
application to be allowed to perform the dvill at company headquarters was not approved.

%&e g:wo battalions are amongst the bestin the Distvict,

e Garrison Batteries at Port Hope and Trenton bave also failed i
their drill this year. No reason bus been assigried. L Y

The Commandant of the School of Gunnery at Kingston accompanied me on 1
1k ity . W ‘ 1y
mnpeoﬁonhf'tbe othey two Garrison Batteries at Napanaa %:ﬁd Uobuurg. He exnminled
them in garrison gun drill, and expressed approvai of the manner in which the exerciseg

IR
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wero perforiied by the gin detachments, and in which his questions were answered ; bat
they were recommended to attend the School of Guunery in future, and obtain a more
perfect and extended knowledge of actillery duties than their own limited meins of
instruction now enable them to attain,

The total amount of money distriluted anongst the several corps for efficient bands
of music was :—

In the 6th Brigade Division.....ceeeesssevesc sersessrarssnsrirnees 8475

do Tth do em anspliy b el N S 500

Mot 16 -tha EHEE0t ., 0 0 e e o} 8975

The amount granted in aid of the Rifle Associations was 8225, as follows :—

Gih Brigade Division, .coinsreeesss ctrarnssonss ooosies VN iu s g &75

Tth do 15
Hiagtings ASSOCIALION. .yoieeannsaeres e aiovasnossyanas 75
v e 8225

The state of the arms and elothing reported upon in the tabular statement (Form
106 a.) refers to the equipment seen in the camps, and at the armouries of other corps only
who performed drill and were inspeeted at (heir own headquarters, which is of course a
portion only of the arms and clothing in possession of the force.

In the month of October u report was forwarded to me of the loss by fire of the
clothing of No. 2 Company, 15th Battalion “ Argyle Light Infantry,” at Belleville, on the
3rd of that month. 'This clothing was kept by the captain in his office in the market
building for their better preservation, while the arms and accoutrements of the company
in the armoury were uninjured.

The report of the captain as sent to me is enclosed herewith.

The instinctions issued for the recall of all arms and clothing in possession of the
men are being carried out by commanding officers of corps, but up to the present date the
half-yearly inspections by the Brigade Mujors have not been completed, and I am there-
fore nnitble to make a more accurate repors at present of the equipment generally.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant, .
' £, P. JARVIS, Lieut.-Colonel,
_ Deputy Adjutant General, Military District No. 3.
The Deputy Adjutant General of Militia,
Ottawa.

[A.]
Tue Cane, Kixestox, July, 3rd, 1874,

Str,—I have the honor to report that the corps named in the margin  Cavalry.
have performed their annual drill, in the camp just ended, for 1874 and Frontenac
1875, under my command, as officer commanding the Tth Brigade Division, Vfithlmn.
aceording to the District Orders dated June 17th, 1874, = ioop.

The Camp was laid out and was conducted in strict accordunce with the
regulations and orders for drill, guards, targe’ practice, &c.

The brigade field movements were very ereditably performed.

It affords me great pleasure to be able to report most satisfactorily on  Infantry.
the conduct of every officer present, and that I was most ably seconded by 140 possation

Kingston
Field Battery.

thie officers in command of battalions. 15th do
The target practice was most ably conducted under the superintendence i;" g g.,

of Captain Byrne, the Musketry Instructor. o Ly 9h  do
The Supply Officer, Captain Gordon, was most attentive ang diligent iu

the discharge of his onerous duties. .
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To the Brigade Major, Lieut.-Col. Phillips, I am indebted for much
valuable aid and assistance in carrying out the various duties incident to the
command intrusted to me.

‘The total actual strength of the force in camp is appended to this
Report.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your ohedient servant,
ALFRED A. CAMPBELL,
Lieuat.-Col. Commanding Kingston Camp.
The Deputy Adjutant-Gieneral,
Commanding ‘Military District No. 3,
Kingston,

[B]
“oBoure, July 22nd, 1874,

Northumber- Sir,—As senior officer and Commandant at the brigide camp for the
m and Dur- present year, recently formed at Cobourg under the authority of District
Lt-Col.Smart; Orders, dated June 17th, 1874, I have the honor to report that the camp
Peterboro’  composed of the corps with commanding officers as named in the margin
Troop, Majer o duly formed on the 22nd ultin iy
Mﬂ; Dur- was Yy 1torm (8] e = 1 1-0-
ham  Field The ground, selected just ontside the northern limits of the town, was
Battery, Capl. well adapted to purposes of encampment, being convenient, cheerful and
n, ~ remarkably healthy ; there being very few cases of sickness, and those of only
Major Elliott ; the mildest type.
g’_lg:l'jﬁnmz The dri.ll and gxercises were conducted, as nearly as possible, in
bitt ; 57th Bat- accordance with the directions laid down in the District Order, and general
talim,  Lt.- camp duties and routine werve carried on with as much strictness as can be
Ool. Poole.  jj the case of raw troops brought together for so brief a period.

Of the general conduct of officers and men I cannot speak in too high
terms, and, considering the shortness of the time afforded for actual work
(only nine days, exclusive of Sunday and the days of marching in and out),
and the comparatively large number of the recruits in the ranks, the progress
in drill was very satisfactory. Indeed the changs made in the Field Battery
(at field drill for the first time) was something remarkable, ;

In this connection I might say that the reduction in the number of men
per troop and company for drill purposes I strongly approve of, and would
wish to see the reduction carried still further, provided it could be
accompanied with a corresponding increase in the namber of drills and the
greater consequent efficiency of the company and battalion staffs,

The difficulty experienced in horsing volantecr batteries, a subject of
general complaint amongst Avtillery officers, was entirely absent in the case
of the Durham Battery ; indeed Captain Graham bronght with him more
than the regulation number of horses.  With the battery there were some
very fine teams, and in general its horses, and those of the cavalry in eanp,
were all that could be desired.

From the Brigade Staff' I received every assistance, each of its members
seemed the right man in the vight place. The prompt and satisfactory issue
of supplies by Captain Van Ingen could not have been better performed by
any Control Officer in the regular service, :
painstaking and intelligent musketry instructor, and on this oceasion proved
the vulue of the special training received by him some years ago ; while Major
MeDermid discharged the duties of Cawp Quartermaster in a way that
showed him to be a reliable and trustworthy officer.

The rel:tionship existing between the Brigade Major and myself forbids

q. %

Captain Jolnston is a most

Il

4

17

P

any reference to him, beyond the fact that the credit of any success arising
from preliminary arrangements is altogether his.

To the officers commanding corps my thanks are due for the cheerful,
ready, and soldier-like support which on all occasions I veceived from them,

The supplies were of the best that the season could afford. The meat,
though thin, was always sweet and of good quality, and the bread, furuished
by Shepherd, of Port Hope, was excellent. Indeed, as regards the supplies,
no complaint whatever was made.

The transport arrangements, both by the Grand Trunk and by the
Cobourg and Peterborough roads were all that could be desired, securing, as
they did, early arrivals and departures.

There was no casualty of moment to report. The weathee during the
whole period was very pleasant, and on marching out all ranks seemed well
satisfied with the camp and everything connected with it.

The payment of officers according to rank was appreciated, as was also
the increase of ten cents a day in the pay of the rank and file.

With respect to the convenienrces provided for the troops it may not be
amiss to say that at the commencement of the camp a post oflice was es-
tablished at the Brigade Office under the immediate chavge of the Brigade
Clerk, the transport branch of the service being performed by a mounted
orderly, with mail bags kindly lent by Mr. Sykes the obliging Cobourg
Postmaster.  Postage stamps too were kept on sale, and everything done
to secure prompt and satisfactory communication with home and fricads.

The Montreal Telegraph Company, with charaeteristic enterprise andatno
small expense, laid a wire in connection with the line on the Peterborough
Railway, and established an office in one of our circular tents lant them for
the pwrpose ; this, I need hardly say, proved a great convenience to many.,

I should fail in my duty did I not mention the very great pleasure
and profit afforded to all ranks in camp by the Cobourg Young Mens'
Christian Association who, at considerable. cost to themselves, ervected a
building on the ground, and supplied, gratis to all, an abundance of reading
and a liberal stock of writing materials, with all uecessary facilities for
correspondence ; and I am happy to say that very many of the men availed
themselves of this kindness, and also attended in lurge numbers the evening
religious meetings held in the Association building. I would recommend
that an appropriation to assist and encourage this object should annually be
placed in the Militia estimates, and that steps should be taken to give such
certainty and permanence to these rooms as would make them a part of our
camping system.

I beg to close this imperfect report by recommending that the month
of June be fized for the drill period in this section of the Dominion.  All
interests considered, no other month of the year is as convenient for the
the employer and employed, and no other month affords as good practical
results in rospect to the comfort of the men and the economy of the time set
aside for the training. I have said that this month should be fired, that is,
the members of the force should, months before, know when and where the
drill is to take place, so that arrangements may be made carly, and the
doubt and uncertainty of the past few years removed.

Accompanying are the target practice returns and a summary of the
field states at your inspection on the 2Znd July.

I have the houor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
W. SMITH, Lt.-Col. 40th Butt.,
The Deputy Adjt.-General, Commanding Camp.
Military District No. 3, Kingston, Ont.
6-—-3
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MILITARY DISTRIOT, No. 4,

Dibuiy ApsurANr Gensrar's Ofrice,
BroekvitLe, 18th December, 1874,

Sir,— Parsuant to General Orders, ,dated 3 J’nnuary! 1874 T have the honor to
Kubmit this my annual report on the operations of the Active Militia in this District
for the current year. I also enelose “ Abstract Inspeetion Report” and © Brigade Target
Practice Returns.” _ 4 \ 1) .. 5 iy A

The total numbers which have performed the Annual Drill for 1874.75 are s
follows :— : n:

Officers 141, N. C. officers and men 1684, horses 226. '

Total officers and men 1825. R SE D e Ay B bt

Relieved by General Orders and special authority, from performing the annual drill,
453 officers and men. -1

A Brigade Camp was formed at Ottawa on the 22nd June, composed of the following

corps and strength.

N. (. Officers
Officers.  and men.  Hovses.
Cuvalry.
Prescott THoop. « « accswisassisasinvanse 9 42 42
OEERMERS L0 i 5 v A AR s v 42 44
Artillery. : _
Ottawa Field Battery..........cumees 6 66 69
Infantry and Rifles.
2 & 5 Cos,, 18th Battalion.; . yuiseanseecs 6 66 2
1, 2, 3, 4 & b Cos., 41st Battalion........ 15 188 3
2,805 6&7Cos,42nd do ... 15 210 4
3 & 6 Cos., 43rd A8 o nsviras LG 67 %
1, 2,4 & T Cos., 56th do e 156 o
1,2,3,4,5,6 &7 Cos,, 69thdo  ........ 22 295 4
95 1138 176

Total REera: ANt TABN . | oy ..l s s sombiimminis darisa L LA 3D

The following corps performed the drill by special permission or under the orders
relating to City corps.

g N. C. Officers
: LT Officers.  and men.  Horses.
Gananoque Field Battery.
In Camp at Local Head-Quarters,,...... 3 60 50

1, 2, 4 & 6 Batteries, Ottawa. _
Brigade Garrison Artillery at Local Head

Quarters .. ... e R e 156 —

Governor General’s Foot Guards.
(Special organization) do do say.... 206 330 =
46 546 50

Total officers and MeN , . . . crevusoerssronscnscs vivnvias DI
do do in Brigade camp.............. 1233 176

Wotal rrambor (Aot . .00 oo s oin s osiriioiorss s s LB2D 226

The following Batteries and Companies were allowed by General Orders, or by specia
pemission, to dispense with drill for the p.usent year.

i
e e e — e e o
Officers N. C. officers and men,
Nos. 3, 5 & 7 Batieries, Ottawa Brigade
Garrison Avrtillery, Say..ccosesineennoes 9 124
Nos. 1, 2, 7 & 9 Cos., 43cd Battalion...,. 12 168
Nos. 8, 5 & 6 Cos., 56th A0, un it 12 126
33 420
Total officers and men.....cceienveenss el xs et o PPR R 453

Having witnessed for many years the great waste of ammunition hy men being sént
to the targets without sufficient (in many cases none whatever) instruction in position and
aiming drill or the theoretical principles of Musketry Instruction, I deemed it best to order
the course of Target practice to be confined to ten ronnds per man, five to be fred at 200

ards and five at 400 yards, which numbar was acsordingly fired by el man in eunp,
he great number of misses at these short ranges, 13, I think, suffiieat proof that the
arrangement was a wise one, and trust it will meet with your appiobtion,

In addition to the tabular inspection returns, and target praciies abstract hervewith
submitted, I have the honor to bring before your notice each corps in the District.

Cavalry.

Prescott Troop, Major Walsh, (on leave). Officers in camp, Lieut. Raney and Cornet
Satehell ; Ottawa T'roop, Captain Sparks.

By special permission I secured the services of Lt.-Col. Lovelacs to take charge of
this arm of bhg service while in camp, consequently the two troops were formed into a
squadron and placed under that officers command, to whose efficiency and exertions, ably
assisted by the zealous officers of the respective troops, is due, for the marked improvement
and general efficiency attained. DBoth officers, non-commissioned officers and troopers are
zealous workers, clean and soldierly. The horses are very fair, and improvement in
drill as detailed in tabular return very satisfactory.

Artillervy.

Ottawa Field Battery,—Captain Stewart.

This Battery mustered in its usual efficient manner, and carried out the ordinary
camp duties, taking part in all field days, route marches ete., but owing to the large
number of rafts in the Ottawa River, it was impossible to carry out the usual course of
ghot and shell practice. The inspection of this corps was made by the Assistant Inspector
of Artillery. .

I may here mention that on my recommendation, Lieut. Harris, 0. B. G. A., was
appointed Veterinary-Surgeon for this encampment. His services were highly appreciated,
and by the inspection and treatment of all horses in emnp, prevented any claims for
sickness or injury, consequently much trouble and expense was doubtless saved. Now
that we have such a large number of horses going through drill annually, I think a
Veterinary-Surgeon should be appointed to either the cavalry or artillery of the District.

Gananoque Field Battery, Captain MeKenzie.

This corps is in possession of part of the necessary equipment only, viz :—Three guns
and one Howitzer with carriages and limbers, (no caissons). Harness for twenty four
horses, saddlery for the non-commissioned officers and clothing eomplete.  As these stores
were nob issued until towards the endof the summer, permission was given for the annual
drill to be performed in camp at local head-quarters. The camp was forimed on the first
duy of September, and continued for twelve days; during which, shot and shell practice
was carried out at 1,000 yards and 1,700 yards. Best shot in Battery, Gunner
Birmingham.
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The inspestion was made by the Assistant Inspector of Artillery, accompanied by the
Brigade Major of the Division, the latter officer reported everything correct regular and
satisfuctory. : '

Previous to the encampment I personally inspected the hurness and store rooms,
and found the harness correctly put up and properly cared for and other stores in good
order: Captain McKenzie deserves special mention for the energy displayed in the
organization of this Battery.

Otiawa Brigade Garrvison Artillery.—Lieut.-Col. Egleson,

The city Batteries (Nos. 1, 2, 4 and 6) performed the drill under the general ordars
relating to city corps, at loeal head-quarters; Nos. 3 and 5 Batteries being rural corps,
hud special permission to dispense with drill for the present year; No. 7. Battery
performed no drill. I inspected the four batteries on the 11th December, (extension of
time being authorized). The men paraded clean and soldierly, and performed proving
in fours and wanual exereise indifferently. A detachment from each Battery performed
big gun drill satisfuctorily.

T noticed an improvement in the physique of the men, and the morale is ev idently
improving. The oflicers ave zealous, and I have no doubt but the whole Brigade will be
efficiently organized in time for next year's annual drill.

The Band of twenty-six musicians is very efficient and reflects much eredit on the
corys.

4 Owing to the impossibility of the officers leaving their civil occupations to attend the
school of gunnery, promotion has come to a stand, which is operating very injuriously,
If an instructor weve sent to the corps from “ A" Battery for a few months, and if the
assistant inspector of artillery could, during that period deliver a few lectures Yo the officers,
there is no doubt but they could prove their efficiency sufficient to ensurve their promotion,
1 therefore trust that some means may be devised to overcome this difficulty.

I am not in favour of corps performing drill at local head-quarters, but where
instruction in big gnn drill is necessary, this cannot well be avoided in this district. But
as Garrison Artillery require to understand Battalion drill as well as big gun, T think
that an annual drill performed oceasionally in brigade camp would be advantageous to
the corps, as well as to the District at large.

1 take the liberty of again calhing attention to the very inadequate Drill Shed accom-
modation at Ottawa. The armories are very open and the roofs leak in winter, the drill
room is quite too small, and from its peculiar construction is not adapted to the
purpose intended. The force at the capital is, I think, deserving of much better

accommodation.
| ]

Infantry and Rifle Corps.

The Governor General's Foot Guards (6 comps.) ave organized under spocial regulations,
and communicate direct with head-quarters ; but [ presume that they areon the numerical
strength of this District, consequently I have added their number to the total strength.
Although T have not officially inspected this corps, L have seen sufficient of it to know
that it is well organized, and presents a fine soldierly appearance on parade.

18th Battalion (Inft.) County of Prescott, (6 companies.)—Lieut.-Col. Urquhart.
This Battalion has not mustered since September, 1871 (at which time it was one of

the best in the District) consequently it is now very much disorganized, a special veport-

on this snbject was forwarded some time ago.

Nos. 3 and O companies were present in eamp this year, and were attached for drill
and discipline to the 42nd Battalion, I may add that, these two companies were present
at the previous Brigade Camp.

21

41at Battalion, Brockville Rifles (6 companies.)—Lient.-Col. Cole.

This battalion was present in camp, except No. 6 company which failed to join.
This I attribute more to the officers than the wen, severul of whom assembled but conld
get no officer to take charge. This has been fully reported, and as an effort has been
made to secure a change of Officers without avail, no doubt the company will have to be
disbanded.

The five companies mustered fairly, but like the generality of corps were largely
composed of recruits, The physique however, was, so far as I conld jndge, better thau
lagt year. This may be said of all corps in camp. The drill as detailed in tabular return
was very fair and general improvement satisfactory. Therve was an eflicient Pand attached.

42nd Battalion, Brockville Infantry (T companies.).—Lieut.-Col. Buell.

Five companies of this corps joined the camp, Nos. 1 and 4 Companies failing to do
s0. These last two companies have however, been re-organized, and there 1s every reason
to believe that in future they will be present when requived.

This battalion was likewise largely composed of recruits, but m intained its former
reputation for cleanliness and soldierly appearance. No. 7 Company (Pembroke) deserves
special mention for their general appearance wnd efiiciency. The duill, as detailed in
tabular roturn, was fair, and general efficiency satisfuctory. There wasa gool band
attached.

Lieut.-Ccl. Bearman.,

43rd Battalion, County Carleton Infantry, (6 companies.)

Only Nos. 3 and 6 Companies joined the cawp. The remaining companies were
relieved from performing the present year's drill by general orders. These two companics
were attached to the 42nd Battalion for drill and discipline, and united with the two
compauies of the 18th Battalion for rations. The men are not clean or suldierly in their
habits, and there appears to be a want of esprit-de-corps. I fear the officers do not sufii-
cient inculeate (by advice and example) discipline and implicit obedience to orders.  The
improvement in drill, however, was much more satisfactory than on sonie former occusions,
There was an efficient band with these compa ies.

56th Battalion, County Grenville, * Lisgar Rifles,” (T companies,)}—Lient.-Col. Jessup.

Nos. 1, 2, 4+ and 7 Companies joined the camp, Nos. 3, 5 aud 6 Compauies w.re
relieved by general orders from performing the present year's drill.

Ths interior economy of this battalion is good, and although composed like all other
corps, of many recruits, a certain amount of espritdecorps is alwiys maintained.  The
drill, as detailed in tabular return, was fairly executed. No, 7 Co. (Speacerville) was
particularly good. No band was present this year.

69th Baitalion, Stormont and Glengarry Infuntry. (T companies.)—Liout.-Col. Bergin.

This corps turned out with every company full, but were composed prineipally of
recruits. The progress in drill was steady and fair, an 1 through the encrzy of the officers
the men improved very much in cleanliness and soldierly appeavance. The drills as detailed
in tabular return, was fairly executed. There was an efficient band attached.

The whole force attended divine service on the Sunday iu camp. His Lovdship the
Bishop of Ontario, assisted by the Rev. Dr. Jones, kindly held a spreial military service
on the field for all Protestants, at which tims the Rev. Dr. Jones distributed gratait-
tuously to the men, abont seven or eight handred hymus and responses, \ !

The Rev. Father Pallier held a special sorvice in 8t. Josopl's Church for the
Roman Cutholics. .

The duties in camp were carried out (so far as practicable) in accordance with t}m
regulations for the annual drill for 1872-73. Many persons visited the camp during the
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jeriod, including several Ministers of the Cvown, viz: Honorables Messrs Mackenzie,
Seott, Ross (Minister of Militia), and others who T eannot name ; also Lieut.-Colonel s
Powell, Fletcher (Military Secretary), Maepherson, Wily, Brunell, Ross, and many others,

On the 1st July (Dominion day) the Brigade wasinspected by the Acting Adjutant-
General, Lieut.-Col. Powell, at which time there was a general field day and march out.

This was witnessed by a large concourseof people, and Tthink passed off satisfactorily,
showing conclusively that the short period of drill had been utilized to the fullest
extent. . \

I notice a general falling off in the average shooting of the brigade, which is
doubtless attributable to the large number of recrnits who receive no preliminary drill or
instruction in the theoretical principals of musketry. I cannot well see how this may be
obviated under our present system of drill, unless sending more competent instructors to
the several companies, and distributing an annual money grant as prizes direct to the
companies, under such regulationsas will induce the greater number of non-commissioned
officers and men toattend practice at their company head-quarters.  Ammunition should be
supplied, and no man allowed to take more than one or two prizes, and the officers exclu-
ded altogether. I think some such system as this would induce a large pevcentage of the
men to practice. At present only a very few men who have tho name of being * crack
shots " attend the prize meetings of the organizations now in existence.

Best shot in District during this yeat's course, Private W. Atcheson, No. 1 Com-
pany, 56th Battalion, 32 points.

District average fignre of merit 9,76—(For names of best shots and other averages I
refer you to the District Target Practice Returns.)

The health of the men while in camp was, on the whole, excellent. Two accidents
of a rather serious nature however oceurred—one man had his ear shot off, and one got his
own bayonet run throngh his leg while skirmishing. This latter was a very unusual
oceurrence, and could not be attributed to carelesness. I at the time convened Boards of
officers to enquire into the particulars of these cases, whose reports have already been
forwarded.

The General Hospital at Ottawa proved of great value to us, four severe coses had to
be sent there, for which the charges were very moderate. ¢

The discipline on the whole was fair, but it was necessary to have a regimental
court martial on one man, who was sentenced to thirty days imprisonment at hard labour.
This sentence was carried out in the common gaol of the County of Carleton.

It being actually necessary that the men have a meal after reaching camp on the
first day, I think authority should be given to issue a sufficient quantity-of rations for
that purpose, As many companies do not require the full ration on the last day, the
pfficer commanding the camp might be anthorized to issue on that day such qnmﬁzi'zy as
he may consider actnally necessary, By this arrangement the twenty five cents in lieu of
rations on the first day would cover the deficiency of vations on the last day, and the
stoppages would ensure tho Department against loss.

‘The present forage cap is neithey syitable for simmer or winter, and as it is held in
ntter contempt by the gieat wajority of the men it hocomes asericus mattey of disciplina
to on;’m?: itg use, b

t becomen my painful duty to report the death, on the 28:th Navember, of Lieut.s
Ool. Duncan MacDougall, Distriot Puymaster of this Distriot, snd favonrably known
throughout Ontario as having occupled several important positions in conneotion with
the Active Militia, during a period of about nineteen years.

Major Mattice, Brigade Major, and the following officers who wera appointed tempos
rarily to serve o the Staff, viz : Captain Butterfield, Supply Officer ; Captain Weatherley,
Musketey Instiuctor ; Captain Jones, Camp Quarter-Muster, and Licutenant Bupple,
Orderly Officer, rendered me valuable assistance during the encampment,

During the past few years thore has been so much said and written on the subject of
mproving the Militia systen, thatone wight woll be detovid from alluding to 4o important
matter, bubt us hus bevetofore been the cus on, in compliance with the instructions of the

et T

late Adjutant-General, and as [ think considerable improvement can be made without
any radical change in our present system or organization, T venture to submit for consider-
ation the annexed crude memorandum.
= I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
W. H. Jacksox, Lieut.-Col.,

Deputy Adjutant General, Military District No. 4.

The Deputy Adjutant General of Militia.
Ottawa,

Memorandum,

Since the departure of the Imperial troops, the Active Militia in the greater.part of
(fanada have had no pattern soldier to eopy, and if this state of things is allowed?to con-
tinue fora 1 mg period, the force must necessarily, under our present system of short drills,
very much deteriorate. In order to obviate this difficulty, so far as practicable without
a large increase of expenditure, the following is suggested. k o

Abolish the present system of company drill instruction and care of arms, in iieu
of which, give esch captain (who should be bound, as at present, to provide a properly

fitted up armory) fifty dollars per annum.

Appoint from the regular army, one paid non ecommissioned officer (married if possi-
ble) to each corps or battalion, as drill instructor and caretaker. Tt would be his duty to
take general supervison of all stores, and keep all arms, &e. clean ; io be constantly in uni-
form, moving about between the several company head-guarters, cleaning and regulating the
whole of the Government stores at each visit. : : _

The appearance of even this small number of regular soldiers constantly moving
about the country, would naturaily foster and keep alive a military spirit among our ruril
population, us well as act as a pattern for the volunteers. The expense would be but
little, if any, in excess of the present system, and a lurge annual saving would he effected
by preventing deterioration in battalion stores. Considerable drill and target practice
would doubtless be carried out at company head-quarters, which at present is wholly
neglected, and there is no doubt whatever but the efficiency of the force would be much
increased. The system to apply to all arms of the service. _

In order that these instructors might not lose there soldierly appearance, habits and
efficiency, it is proposed that they be assembled annually, and attached to “ A" and “B"
Batteries for oné month, to go through a course of drill and instruction. o

An increase of pay to the rank and file, would, in the opinion of » great majority of
the officers, facilitate recruiting, as also tend to secure a better class of men, In fact, it
‘appears to many that if the force is to be maintained wholly by volunteering that this ig
actually necessary. il
' X W. H, Jacksox, Lieut.-Col,,

Deputy Adjutant General, Military District No, 4.

e ————

MILITARY DISTRICT No. 5

HEap Quanvens, Moxrrear,
16th December, 1874,

Sin,—1I have the honor to report that all the corps in the District not precluded
from drilling by the Geneial Order of June 2nd, 1874, have, with the exception of the
companies named below, performed the annual drill for 1874-75, as follows i—

1sr Bricape Divisiox.
The St. Andrew’s Troop of Cavalry, and 11th Battalion “ Argenteuil [angers,” drifled
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in eamp at St. Andrew’s under the command of Lieut.-Col. Bacon, Brigade Major. These
corps went into camp on the 29th June, and drilled for 12 days. The camp was pitched
on a suitable piece of ground on Mr. S8impson’s farm, where a good supply of water was
available; good order and discipline was maintained during the camp. The corps
mustered ; Cavalry, 3 officers, 40 non-commissioned officers and men and 43 horses ; 11th
Battalion, 17 officers and 198 non-commissioned officers and men. Officers and men
presented a fine soldiecly appearance at inspection. The cavalry were well mounted ;
they drilled as a squadron, and went throungh the movements and sword exercise in a
creditable manner. The infantry showed good proficiency in drill ; the parade, field
movements and skirmishing were well done. The rations were of good quality, and gave
satisfuction. 20 rounds per man were fired ac target practice.

The City Corps in Montreal drilled at their own headquarters, and mustered
strongbr than they did during the previous year ; a healthy spivit exists this year in the
Montreal force—the corps are all full, and two additional companies each ave offered to
be raised for the st Battalion (or Prince of Wales' Rifles) and 6th Battalion (Hochelaga
Light Infantry). The corps belonging to Military District No. 5, viz. : Troop of Cavalry,
Brigade Garvison Avtillery, No. 1 Company Engineers, lst. Battalion Prince of Wales’
Rifles, 3rd Battalion Victoria Rifles and 6th Battalion Hochelaga Light Infantry,
paraded under the command of Lient.-Col. Bacon in the afternoon of the 14th November,
for the inspection of the Major-General commanding the Militia. They turned out strong
considering the busy season, and looked well and soldier-like ; the General was pleased to
compliment them upon their appearance. The bands of the Garrison Artillery, 1st, 3rd
and 6th Battalions were present, and added to the effect of the parade. These bands are
all in an efficient state.

The Field Bittery of Artillery did not parade, owing to the illness of the officer
commanding, and one of the subalterns ; this cause has also prevented the battery from
performing field drill. The corps has gone through gun drill in all its details.

The strength of the City Corps at annual drill is as follows :—

Officers, N, C; Officers gy,

B G|y JAEE S SO O N SR 2 28 30
Field Battery .......... IS S S T 3 73
Brigade Garrison Avtillery ......ccco0veee 15 192 +
No. 1 Compuny Engineers.........ccosesnee 2 40
1st Battalion Prinece of Wales' Rifles.... 18 244 5
3rd Battalion Victoria Volunteer Rifles. 13 193 +
Gth Battalion Hochelaga Light Infantry. 13 175 3

TOBAY, F s viasasiviy o 06 944 46

Independent Companies.

The Aylwin Infantry Company drilled at its own head quarters, and also the Wake
fiold Infantry Company ; they were both inspected by Lieut.-Col. Bacon on the 21st and
“8th September respectively, and reported efficient. Their strength was :—

Aylwin Company, 2 officers and 46 men
Wakefield Company, 2 officers and 34 men. 3

28 Bricape Division.

A brigade camp of ull the corps in the 2nd Brigade Division (with the exception
of the Bt. John's Buttery of Gurrison Artillery) was formed at Laprairie on the l4th
September.  The camp was nnder the command of the Deputy Adjutant General of the
Distriet. The tents were pitched-on the rising ground above the barvacks. The staff
(officers_ were efficient in the dischurge of their duties. The thanks of the commaunding

"

officer are given to Major Hon M. Aylmer, Brigade Major; Lieut.-Col. McLeod Moore,
Camp Quarter-Master ; Captain Smith, Supply Officer ; Major Maclaren, Orderly Officer ;
and Captain Atkinson, Instructor of Musketry, for their valuable services in carrying on
the duties. The officers commanding corps gave their willing aid in maintaining order
and discipline through the camp. The liberal scale of rations allowed by the department
was found ample for the sustenance of the men. The quality of the rations furnished
was good. The corps made good progress in drill ; special attention was given to the in-
struction of the infantry in skirmishing, advance and rear guards, and guard mouuting.
The target practice was efficiently carried through under the superintendence of the In-
structor ; ten rounds per man was fired. The three troops of cavalry were under the
command of Lieut.-Col. Lovelace, and were well mounted. The good progress wade by
these troops, as shown at the field day, held on the last day of the camp, proved that the
officers and men had profited largely by the instruction given by their commander. The
Shefford Field Battery, under the command of Major Amyrauld, marched into camp in
full strength, with their complete camp equipage, a distance of fifty-six miles, over rough
roads. The officers and men ot the battery were unceasing in their attention to drill
and duty. The gun practice was very good, particularly at the long range; the battery
was inspected by Lieut.-Col. Strange, R.A., Inspector of Artillery, who expressed himself
well pleased with the efficient state of the corps. )

On the day before breaking camp a field day was held. The brigade movements were
well done ; the skirmishing and firing showed that the officers and men understood the
object of that important part of drill. The want of good buglers was greatly felt on this
occasion ; this want is felt throughout the District. X

The weather for part of the time was wet and cold. The end of September is too
late in the season for holding camps, —besides, it interferes with the harvest.

The following is the strength of the corps in camp :—

Officers. N'ﬁ&?ﬂf“ Horses,

. Huntingdon Troop of Cavalry............. 3 35 a8
Missisquoi Gl e - RS E AR 3 35 38
Brome do esiaerrvaEy, | LS 35 38
Shefford Field Battery .......c....ccoceoee 5 60 56
O T e T e e Bl A T S 46 e
T I [ RSO Kt S5 O St 16 12: 4
Hlst 3 e e R OB, 25 Jo2 5
L FAT L s i L e ST Y [0 s 21 213 4
SR R Ao WY . ook ted e ianiastarns ok o bibnns 18 222 4
ORI O do B TR R sas s re SR 26 245 5
POl tie i ibissstodivinies 1o% 1,318 192

The only corps in this Division that drilled at its head quarters was the St. John's
Battery of Garrison Artillery. This battery is in a good state of eflicienc) ; it was
inspected by Lieut.-Col. Strange, who will no doubt report as to its state. 3 ofticers and
40 non-commissioned officers and men performed the annual drill. A course of target
practice was gone through with : 30 rounds per man were fived.

3rp Bricape DiIvisiox,

The annual drill of corps in this Brigade was porformed in t'h‘ree camps, in October,
at the following places :—Melbourne, Cookshire and Stanstead. The camp at .\l‘elhoufme
was composed of three companies of the Hith Battalion, ll‘llt.!t't‘ the com mand of Lieut.-Col.
Lord Aylmer, numbering 12 officers and 106 non-cotmissioned ofticers and men. The
cam) was in good order, the wen looked well, and at inspection showed rg'lgt_nl progr]'t_ss in
drill. Tavget practice was carried on: 15 rounds per man were tired.  This battalion 1s
famed as a good shooting corps. The waist belts of two of the companies are old—some
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of _ me:m Two companies of the battalion were not allowed by the
c ety b!taar der of June 2nd to drill this year, and one company failed to muster for drill,
Y The camp at Cookshire was composed of nine companies of the 58th Battalion, and
‘m;’w*'?f’f the 53rd Battalion, mustering in all 30 officers and 406 non-commissioned
Mm and men, under the command of Lieut.-Col. Cook of the 58th. The camp was
eld in a fine field on the farm of the officer commanding the camyp ; a clear brook running
ﬂu'wgh ﬁe farm w:pph.ed the camp with good water. The camp presented a goo:}.
.:ggmt;loa—weryehmg in order about it—the companies were full and are composed of
Hut” a q—bc_ud:adfmi,- mostly farmers, At inspection battalion dvill was fairly performed,
5o ing had npf. been practiced ; this most necessary part of drill seems to be lost
;lfa“ e, ngt?lfe the corps, owing, no doubt, to a lack of knowledge of the practice
i r%:;u.:lsl);: v w«::::l f?rl;d the part of the officers. Target practice was carvied out :

- The camp at Stanstead was formed of cavalry, four troops, viz., the Cookshir
Bfm‘ﬂ_)moke, Stanistead and Compton Troops. Th‘e';' work tog};timr 8s & provisiou:f
;’t‘oglmh;l::, under the command of Major Taylor, who commanded the camp. Lieut-Col.
ovelace was drill instructor. The strength of the eamp was 11 officers, 155 non-com.
missioned officers and men, and 166 horses, The members of these troops ave all able
'}u‘zve und intelligent men. They are well mounted ; some of the horses were very fine,
o corps made a fine appearance at inspection—troop and squadron movements and sword
> l;l cise w;r: performed very creditably. The men went through a course of target practice,
E romi per man.  The swords and belts of the Sherbrooke Troop are old and unfit for
i oe‘.] beg to_recommel;d that they be exchanged for new ones. The weather was

cold and wet during the camp, and the horses suffered from exposure abt night ; the

Beasoilewas ti.oo late for camping—October weather cannot be depended on. i
. wo:th d ‘I‘Jes_'fl:ell if all the troops in the District were formed into a regiment, to ho
i ﬂ:t e ¢ 5th District Regiment of OELva]r"y." The regiment could easily assemble
e epn A gox,gntml_ Iplace' for the annual drill.  Such a camp would give the officers
i s b:z:;;g: and extended knowledge of cavalry drill and duties than when
Recapitulation of strength of corps at annual drill by Brigades ;—

FirstT BRI1GADE,
Officers and Men, Horses,

L T e S el - T (i
T T S '3
- bl s 00
Rifles and Infuntry. . ... . ..., st e Bl cr: 0 16
TRl Svcrama i do f:i-f)—ﬂ 5?1
8 B i .
o : ECOND BRIGADE,

g&%’ﬁ}ry“““”“””””“””"””“” 114 11‘
14 :rryycﬂillllt.stl-||1100l-rnqlltl!l'llvl 108 5“
I’m |t|luouvll0|||||u.lunnntltoovil-un|n 1]273 BT
Tm]lllil.llllll(lllllii 1,495 IE
: Tuirp Bricape <

Cﬂ?lll‘r..--....o-nn---u- : 3
B e R
TOhl-un-u. LR L R L A TR N 720 .1.-7-3-

<

[
=3

Torar Drirtep 15 THE DISTRICT.

Officera and Men. Horses.
Um'n]ry S P R R g AR 353 353
ARULIOPY . oo s5ns sge gasnsovese P P T T 390 60
Engineers......... P e s e P s o 42 00
Rigea and Infantry.....ccieeeroneencocsnarsrercnrsronere 250082 50
ol S BN i | S0OT 463

List of companies that were not allowed to drill by the General Order of the 2nd
June, 1874 :—
No. 4 Company, 11th Battalion.
Nos. 2 and 5 Companies, 50th Battalion.
Nos. 1 and 2 do H54th do
Drummondville Company.
Eardley Company,
seven in all.
The following companies were permitted to drill, but failed to muster for annual
drill :—
Sherbrooke Battery Garrison Artillery.
No. 2 Company, Engineers, Montreal.
No. 8 do 11th Pattalion.
Nos. 3 and 4 Companies, 21st Battalion,
No. 8 Company, 50th Battalion.
Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 Companies, 53rd Battalion.
No. 3 Company, 54th Battalion.
No. 8 do 58th  do

13 Companies in all.
The reasons given for the non-attendance of the rural companies at camp, are that

the late harvest prevented the men from mustering for drill ; but no excuse can be given
for the failure to dill of the Sherbrooke Battalion and No. 2 Company, Engineers,
Montreal,
Geveran REMARKS.
State of the drms, Accoutrements and Clothing.

The arms and accoutrements ave in a fair state and serviceable order, with the
exception of a few rifles in each of the country corps that need repairing. The most
peonomical way of getting them repaived would be to sond an armonrer through l.ht-.
Distriet, und have the work done at the armouries, If battsiion sheds and armouries
were erected at the headguarters of Lattalions, and the arms and sloves p!:-.m-ld there
under the churge of a puid viiicer, the wvms would he botter kopt than they ]n.r.'.\mhly can
be, seattered about as thoy arc in the company armonries. A paid adjutant or wstructor
ta such country battalion wonld be & benctit to the force; such an officer could tat:m
the vesponsibility of looking after the srms and stores, and make the system of drill

more uniform and efficient through the battaliona,
Clothing,

The serge trousers issued now are supposed to last three years, but it is found by
oxperience that they will not last over two years'service in camp ; the consequence is,
that in the third year the men are withont military trowsors. Another cause of come
plaint is, that new men joining n corps will not take an old pair of trousers ; no objection
i made to wearing an ol great-coat or tanic. Serge trowsers would be rm;uitx"«l‘to be
vanewed overy two years to corps that peciorm their annual drill in camp.  The forage
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cap in use is not liked, it is unshapely and gives no protection to the eyes.  The best
head dress, if it was not too expensive, would be a light helmet, it would last longer than
the fd;mg& cap. .
t is noticed in some of the corps, that newly appointed officers are often dilatory i

Buﬁm!.nng t::ieir mf:ti::r?ha, swords and belts; it wonld be well if an order Wu: is;sezlu

e nl . - - 3 . ’
equipnmin:.. me a eir appointment to provide themselves with their proper

Drill Sheds.

The corps in Montreal suffer at present for want of a drill shed.  The corp
had to drill in such rooms and places as their commanding officers were fortunate Eﬁ?l({]f;?
to get their corps into; in many cases at a distance from the armouries, obliging the
men to go a long way for their arams, march to their drill rooms, and then back agu.?n to
the armoury with the arms.  Notwithstanding these discouragements, the city corps huve
muintained their organization with spirit, and performed their dvill efficiently ani with
increased strength. A cheap form of roof, with a double row of supports, could be put
}(::“t.c};_e drill L}tqtl,tbu}t:e sohfar dt,helcorpomtion have not shown any dislwsit.ion’m re-roof l;h(;
ing. 18 to 0 that a 3 i
o éwﬁm‘m ik dri}{)efor el proper shed or sheds will be erected, to enable the
A gun and drill shed is required at Granby for the Shefford Field Batter
headquarters of the 79th Battalion. The village ci‘pomﬁiun have offel‘eg i‘ig?:;:rytoa:iﬁ
their share of the work and expense of building the shed; they, ave waiting now the

action of the Department of Militia and Defence on their appficution for a grant of money.

Rifle Associations.

There are ten Pifle Associations carried i i
Ther ied on efficiently in the District. Thes
_ l?;gu!:mm::.m ha;jve been proved by twelve years’ experience to be one of the best means oef"
e ping a] l;:d the vo]l}ubeer movement, and of teaching the men the value of the exeellent
3 “:‘[:):; i!;;l’ Ma.t::l;l ;h:x;} l}ands.th %tlllurgf: proportion of the competitors at the Quebec
ine rom the istrict, and some of the most §
113):313131:3 M;:chghat 50{\!:tl.:nvai;l_v.\rere from the bhorder mexi of the Districtsuccg:iuifat;::;e‘
r right,ol the 50th “ Huntingdon Borderers,” carried off the D ik i did
o bk _ : B ers,” car o e Dominion prize; and
uwdn}.nun hitman, 60th Battalion, Missisquoi Infantry, took the Governor General's
I take this opportunity of reporti i
] r porting, for your favourable consideration, th ;
a:;l 1‘:;?;?:1 :13:1'0;:; recill:'ed ;.:y T}f from the Staff Officers of the Districtn’andetzet:gp:z:
) At Whanks to them for their efficient aid in carrying on the work of the District
pos | t ) ; the Dis :
f‘aalut. (O;i _ng, Br}garls Ma‘]ox_' ;3 Lieut.-Col, Bacon, Brig:de Major ; M;t;jo;e}[c::’f l'lgf;
ylmer, Brigade Major, and Major Amyrauld, District Paymaster. : e
1 have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

JOHN FLETCHER, Lieut.-Clol
Deputy Adjntant General, Commanding Mil, Dia(.’ i:To. o,

—

MILITARY DISTRICT No. 6.

¢ g MoxtrEAL, 11th December, 1874.
g y—An lorwarding you my report for the present yvear ; iliti
S ; p year, on the state of the Militia
e ry District No. 6, under my command, I have littte or no change of importance
In the 4th Brizade Division, the battali
B 2ade . ttalion of Beatharnois, under Lieut.-Col
Rodier; the Beauharnois Company (Independent), Captain  Beaudry; the St.n ‘Je::n.

Baptiste Independent Company, Captain Simpson, have not performed their drill for this
year.

The 65tlr Battalion “Voltigeurs de Mont Royal,” under Lieut.-Col. Beaudry, have
performed their annual drill at their own headquarters.  They were inspected by me on
the 24th November last. There were present at inspection—236 nor-commissioned
officers and men, and 16 officers. Many of the men wanted part of their uniforms.

The movements gone through at inspection were,—the general salute, marching
past, manual and fring, breaking into column and wheeling into line, closing column
on the right, and opening column from the right company.

These movements would have been better performed had the volunteers in Montreal
a good drill shed. This battalion was forced to drill in a smell room of the old barracks,
and the day I inspected it we took possession, for the occasion, of the large hall on the
Bonsecours Market.  Without this change of locality it would have been impossible for
the battalion ever to have formed into line in the small room of the old barracks.

It is a great pity that a great city like Montreal should be without-a drill shed.

The oid drill shed was the point de rallisment of the volunteers in bye-gone days.
There they met every evening, either for drill, hearing of the bands, or for other
purposes—but still, there they met. ~ Then the “ uniform ” could be seen every evening..
In those days one could feel that there existed such a thing as a Volunteer Force®in
Montreal.  Since the fall of the drill shed the spirit of * Volunteerism " seems to have
been crushed with it. The use and advantage of the drill shed were never so well under
stood as now that it is no more.

On the 16th July last, the 76th Battalion, Lieut.-Col. Rolier, was inspected at Ste.
Martine. They performed their drill in camp.  There were present at inspection —
189 non-commissioned officers and men, and 17 officers. General movements ; drill fair.

On the 30th November last the Independent Infantry Company of Lapraivie,
Captain Brosseau, was inspected. Present at inspection—41 non-commissioned officers
and men, and three officers,  This company is very efficient and well drilled.

The nature of the movements at inspection were,—General salute, manual and
firing—proving and inspecting a company, counter marching, company square, forming
right and left, wheelings. This company is certainly a credit to the force.

The volunteer spirit is still alive within the hearts of the inhabitants of the flourish-
ing village of Laprairie, for offers are made for immediately raising a whole battalion,
and also a  troop of cavalry,” if the Government will consent. I strongly recommend
Government to accept these offers, and I feal assured that one of the finest and most
efficient battalions and * troop of cavalvy " can be raised in that section of the country.

On the 17th July last, I inspected the Joliette camp, under command of Lieut.-Col.
Hanson, Brigade Major. This camp was formed of two Provisional Battalions aud
two Independent Companies.

The Joliette Provisional Battalion of four companies, under command of Msjor
Shepherd. Present at inspection—146 non-commissioned officers and men and 13
officers.

Three Rivers Provisional Battalion, under command of Major Lambert.  Present
at inspection—I144 non-commissioned officers and men, and 13 officers.

Independent Companies of Rawdon—No. 1, Captain Quinn. Present at inspection
— 40 non-commissioned officers and men, and three officers; No. 2, Captain Sharp.
Present at inspection—41 uon-commissioned officers and men, and three officers.

Nature of movements at the inspection of the camp: General salute, marching
past, manual and firing, column and line movements, skirmishing. I regret to have
to report one serious accident at this camp. One poor young man was lost by drowning.
He went to bathe without permission—fell in deep water und was lost. The general
conduct of the different corps at this camp was, I am happy to say, very good.

In the 6th Brigade Division, the 55th Battalion, Lieut.-Col. King, was inspected on
the Tth July last.

The battalion drilled in camp, was composed of six companies ; but one, the No. 5,
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mmm. did not dulli  Present at inspection—noncommissioned officers
ST
~ Nature of movem ":_Vl General salute, marcling past, manual and fiving, ohimn

A

and line movernents, s . General condact of corps, o
- The four companies of the Provisional Battalion of St. Hyacinthe drilled at their
g;:’h ctive headquarters, and were inspected at different epochs in the mouth of

&

ent at inspection in the No. 1 Company, G&pﬁin Doherty—40 non-commis-
kioned o@mand men, and two officers. , ac

ﬂ'#$ Company, Captain Morin—34 non-commissionied officers and men, and threo
officers. . b ok ' jo gy ST WY 2P ke tha ¥
110,_f3‘ ?om_pnny, Captain Sylvatré—m non-commisgioned officers and men, and

No. 4 Company, Captain Paternaude—37 non-commissioned officers and men, and
two officers. ' .

 Nature of movements: Squad and company movements, manual and firing,
skirmishing.  The arms and aécoutrements are good, but clothing is wanted. i
PO _th19 5th of November last the Company of Captain Beaubien was inspected.
Present at inspection—non-commissioned officers and men, 40, and two officers.

On the 6th November the Company of Captain Pratte was inspected at St. Greg.i -,
Present at inspection—non-commissioned officers and men, 33, and three officers. )

. On t.h‘e 4th,.N‘pvember the Company of Nicolet, Captain Giroux, was inspected.
Present at inspection— non-commissioned officers and men, 36, and three officers.
_On the Tth November the Company cf Becancour, Captain Landry, was inspecte.’,
Preqent at fnspection —non-commissioned officers and men, 40, and two officers.

On the 8th _quember the Company of Gentilly, Captain de Foy, was inspecte 1.
Present at inspection—non-commissioned officers and men, 39, and two officers.  On the
same day the company of St. Gertrude, Captain Moussette, was inspected. Present at
mpe:;‘imon—hnonﬁmmm;mned officers and men, 40, and two officers.

ve other Independent Companies, that is to say, the Companies of Wolfeston, Captui:
Bamn, ; of Wotton, Captain Richard ;qf Arthabaskaville, Captain Quesnel ; of St. ’N:tgaz:‘tz
t(ia’ptam Roy; and of Bulstrode, Captain Dauth, have not as yet performed their drill for
is year.

It is useless to repeat here all T have said in former re ' i

is 0 : ports upon the urgent t
of enforcing the bullot ; stxll‘i c;nn‘ot refrain from remarking herepths.t in agcaaen;(:le::; Z
volunteer company cannot ept up to its nominal strength, the captai '
allowed to ballot from the reserve for the men wanting to cam%t;e’ta the m]:ml:gnshould -

1 remain, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

A. C. DELOTBINIERE-HARWOOD, Licut-Col.,
Deputy Adjt.-General, Mil, Dis. No. 6.

The Deputy Adjutant-General at
Headqguarters, Ottawa.

MILITARY DISTRICT No. 7.

Quesee, 12th December, 1874.
—1T have the honor to forward herewith enclosad, in the absence by sickness of

Sie
Deputy Adjutant General Commanding Military District No. 7, the tab
L AT g . . ' (23 :

2’ inspections of Corps for annual dvill of 1874-75. These inxpeoﬁones-werl;al:;ﬁ?;
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the Deputy Adjutant-General and the Brigade Majors, whose reports in writlng are hered
nnto annexed. I have refrained from making a detailed report of the brigade camps which
took place this summer, as I was not personally concerned in any of them, and that the
inspections of these different camps were made by the Deputy Adjutant-General in person,
who was in position to judge of the beneficial results likely to accrue by their future forma-
tion.

I have also included the reports made from time to time by the Brigade Majors since
the 1st of January, 1874, I beg to state that during the divisional camps of 1872, an
inspection of the whole of the arms of the division was made by the Armonver Sergeant
attached to *B" Battery School of Gunnery, who noted all the deficiencies and repairs
necessary to be made to those arms. Since then noorders have been received to have
them returned into stores for repairs.

Deficiencies.

A good many artizles issued to volunteer corps havs been lost or injured, and this
may be attributed greatly to the carelessuess and inexperience of raw recruits. Most
deficiencies have been caused during the several camps of exercises, and in going and
returning from these camps ; and no means have been found available for the recovery ot
the same, in consequence of the men being paid before leaving camp. The captains of
companies have becn unable to recover missing articles, and therefore ave held responsible
for deficiencies. The only means, if T may be allowed to suggest to prevent further losses
of Governmeut property, would be to build, at-each battalion head-quarters, suitable
armouries where all the arms and other stores belonging to the battalion would be kept
and safely guarded by proper care-takers appointed and paid by the Government.

Musketry Instruction.

The period for musketry training is extremely short, and very little time can be conse-
crated to the preliminary drill. I would recommend that in future militia corps should be
made to undergo the recruit training at musketry instruction. and not be allowed to fire
at any but the following distances, viz: 50, 100, 150 and 200 yards, five
rounds at each distance. Any man proving himseif a good shot, and making 36
points, to be allowed to pass in the second class and to fire at greater distances,
"The general average heretofore made by corps will convince the most sceptical of the
necessity of improving the training of our militiamen at target practice. Up to this
period no marked advantage has been derived from target practice in camp or at head-
quarters, and crack shots who have been able to give themselves the luxury of extra
ammunition, have solély reaped benefits. This individual firing I do not consider
advantageous, and likely to create emulation among the militia force in general. Some
means must be obtained to put within reach of every militiaman the many advantages
hitherto in the hands of their more fortunate comrades. Good shots in remote rural parts
who could compete at the different rifle meetings are prevented from doing so on account
of heavy expenditure to be incurred in travelling there and back.

Gaspé Battery of Garrison Artillery.

Before concluding my report I beg to remark that the battery of Garrison Artillery
at Guspé Basin, although formed for more than a year, has not yet received guns, stores
and ammunition necessary to carry on their artillery exervises. One officer and three
non-commissioned officers have been through the Gunnery School and ebtained first-class

cortificates. I can fairly say that with regard to intelligence, physique and efficiency in
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squad and company drill, this battery is second to none in the Dominion. I would
recommend that it should be equipped us soon as convenient, as it is now the only
available battery of artillery in the Tth Brigade Division.
I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

T. J. DUCHESNAY, Lieut.-Col,
Acting for Deputy Adjntant-General,
: Military Distriet No. 7.
The Deputy Adjt.-General of Militia,
Headquarters, Ottawa.

MILITARY DISTRICT. No. 8.

Heap Quarrers, FrEpERICTON, N.B.
21st December 1874,

Sir,—In compliance with the instructions contained in General Orders (14) of the
3rd June last, I have the honor to submit this, my report, on the stats of the militia of
the District under my command, for the military year 1874-75.

The total nominal strength of the force in the Dis‘rict, as reduced in General Orders
above guoted, is 150 officers, and 2,028 non-commissioned officers and men.

One corps having been under 30 non-commissioned officers and men at the drill of
the year 1873-74, has not completed its annual duill for 1874-75, not having been
entitled to pay for the same.

The total actual strength of the force, when mustered at the time of the annual drill
for 1874-T5, was 148 officers. and 1,897 non-commissioned officers and men.

“There are no officers, and 89 men wanting to complete corps at above shewn nominal
strength. - ”

The Active Militia of the District consists of the following corps, which at the time
of the annual drill turned out as follows :—

Corps. Officers. I\I)ogi -Gommilss;gne d
8th Regiment of Cavalry. Ry
Lieut.-Col. Saunders (7 troops) ............ e ad 21 278
Newcastle F'ield Buttery of Artillery.
Bruvet-Major Oall ... ssscvnanssonsiosd it b 70
Woodstock Field Battery of Artillery. ~
Cuptain Donnall. ;. il canmivis seiessdist s vamvioanin 4 70
New Brunswick Brigade, Garrison Artillery. :
Lieut.-Col. Foster (5 Batteries)...oe....... ... 21 199

New Brunswick Engineer Corps.

DRDEEN POIEY 0., rveiisesasivessiisieriadechog 1 32
62nd Battalion, St. John Infantry.
Lieut.-Col. MacShane (6 Companies) ............. 16 163
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Corps, Officers. .\f-;!'ai-(,'num.imi-mml
67th Battalion Carleton Light Infantry. e e
Lieut.-Col. Upton (10 Companies) 9 companies
drillad. . ...ccoonicerneee. BN Y asiaasadnuy od es 30 411
71st Battalion of Infuntry, York.
Lieut.-Col. Marsh (5 Companies) ................ 18 2928
78rd Battalion Infantry, Northumberland. .
Major Sheriff (5 Companies) ................... 13 180
74th Battalion of Infantry.
Lieut.-Col. Beer (4 Companies) ........c.coevs.. 14 160

INpEPENDENT COMPANIES.
Dalhousie Infantry Company.
DI BRRBTIO s ivecciovscsemmunian dasisvsoces 2 31

St. Stephen Infantry Company.

Onolants Huthon: . cadfih's - itanesddebonsroratvain 2 35
St. George Infantry Company.

Captain MoGee . vssueriirsinsssronmsssnioneses s 1 40

BOBEL sriovvinvancesn s inesin s 148 1,897

There have been several offers of new companies to complete any deficiency in the
quota of the District.

The annual drill was performed in accordance with General Orders (13 and 14) of the
2nd and 3rd June, 1874, for the most part in brigade camps, of which there were three—
at St. Andrews, Shediac, and £t. John respectively.

In considering the steps taken during the past year to ensure the better efficiency of
the Active Militia, it mnst be remembered that this was amongst the important subjects
adverted to by His Excellency the Governor General, in his speech from the Throne on
the opening of the last session of Parliament, and the following unquestionable improve-
ments have since been effected :—

(1.) An Act passed “to establish a Military College in one of the Garrison Towns of
Canada,” which provides for * the education of cadets and officers of militia in military
knowledge and scientific pursuits connected with the military profession.”

(2.) The daily pay of the rank and file has been increased from 50 cts. to 60 cts.
during the prescribed period in camp. F

(3.) Tke brigade camp system, which had been discontinued for one year, 1873-74, is
now re-established, while such corps, chiefly those in cities, as it may be considered
impracticable to assemble in camp, are permitted to perform the swnnual drill at local
head quarters, under special orders for their guidance.

Having put myself in communication with officers in command, I ascertained that
the end of June would be the most convenient time to assemble the corps of the western
and eastern counties, and St. Andrews and Shediac respectively were decided upon as the
most suitable places for camps ; while the Brigade of Garrison Artillery, and the 62nd
St. John Battalion requested to be allowed to assemble in cump at St. John about the
23rd of July, that_being the only place in the District at which the former corps conll
perform its shot and shell practice, and the time for assembly in other camps, above
referved to, would not have suited the latter corps. St. Andrews and Shediac proved

6—4
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Besides this, owing to the abundant supply of excellent water, and the heat of these
places situated on the sed coast ot being so great as at inland places where our camps
have heretofore been held, the sanitary condition of the troops was all that could be desired.

It was only to be regretted that the Newcastle and Woodstock Field Batteries of
Axtillery were prevented from joining these camps, in consequence of delay in re-emolment
of men and horses in the former case, and in the latter, delay in transport of guns and
equipment from Quebec, on its being changed from a Garrison to a Field Battery.

It mnst be stated, however, that both these corps subsequently performed their drill
and practice in the most satisfactory manner at isolated camps.  Vide Inspection Report
hereto appended.

Lient.-Colonel Otty,Brigade Major,was appointed Brigadier at Shediac. That officer’s
veport is also appended hereto—and I took command at St. Andrews.

I now proceed to refer to the above named camps in detail, and to the corps of each
Brigade Division separately.

1sT BricaDpE DivisioN.—Brigade Major, Lieut.-Colonel Inches.
Camp Tiliey, St. Andrews.

Brigadier Lieut.-Colonel Mauasell, Deputy Adjutant-Géneral ; Lieut.-Colonel Inches,
Brigade Major; Captain McKenzie, Supply Oliicer ; T. H. Hogg, sq., 7lst Battalion,
Musketry Instractor ; Quarter-Master H, Emery, 67th Battalion, Camp Quarter-Master ;
1. P. Robinson, Bsq., Orderly Officer. a ;

67th  Battalion, * Carleton Light Infantey,” Lieut.-Colonel Upton ; T1st «“ York ”

Jattalion, Lient.-Colonel Marsh ; St. Gleorge Infantry Cowpany, Captain McGee ; St
Stephen Infantry Company, Captain Hutton.

The corps from York and Carleton Counties, having pro¢eeded from their headquarters
by European and North-Ameriean and Canada Railways, respectively, arrived ab their
destination at five o'ciock p.m., on the date ordered for assembly : 30th June (several
¢f the country companies having left their company headquarters on the previous evening
to enable them to do so). Sl

The Charlotte companies were conveyed by steamboat. :

The usual instrustions for pitching tents,mounting guards detailing piquets, &e., were
carried out, and the troops settled down to camyp life in the most ovderly manuer, shewing
that the experience derived from previous camps liad not been lost on them. Company
drill commeénced next morning, followed by battalion drill.

I may here state that the camp was styled ¢ Camp Tilley,” in honor of His Honor the
Lientenant-Giovernor, who has at all times manifested a deep intevest in the militia, and,
Lesides being a frequent visitor at the camp, entertained in the most hospitable manner,
all the officers of the brigade at his residence at St. Andrews,

On the 1st July, Dominion day, the corps paiaded as strong ng possible, and being
formed as a brigade in line, a feu de jore was fived; and, afterwards; some simple brigade
wovements were ereditably performed, considering the short time then in eamp.

Officers commanding corps were dirvected to see that their men were exercised as much
as possible in squad and company drill, ‘preparatory to battalion drill, and subsequently in
battalion drill preparatory to brigade 'o:iriﬁEl and” field manceuvres, and I attribute, in a
great measure, the suecess that attended their efforts in carrying out these directions, to
the presence of a large number of Militury School ¢adets, who have given valuable proofs
of their ability to impart instruction in drill. T must state, however, that the absence of
one guide per compuny, ou the strength of officers thereof being reduced to two per com-
pany, was felt in some instances in which the non-commissioned officers were not qualified
to perform the duties of guides.-
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The camp was bealitlfll‘lll‘.‘.i‘it:uilﬁx]‘ on & table-land near Joe's Point, overlooking tha
hay, about two miles from the Town of St. Andraws, which placs is & well known military
pnsition, and, it may be added, when Fenian maranders threatened to invade New Brunse
wick, Bb. Andrews was their selected point of attadk, Invasion, however, was pravented
by the preparations of defence there made. ) 5

- Not only was t:h_r.»‘sibt:‘ of the camp all that could be desired in a sanitary point of
view, as regards ﬂz.s:l_hut:s for transport, and affording an excellent parade gronnd for each
corps and for the brlg;u‘]e, but 'pi‘:r|ms:siun was obtained - through the Hounorable the Sur—
veyor Gieneral to exercise the troops in different direstions over w larze extent of open
country of varied featnres. i '

'F{elli maneuvres were commmenced on the 8th of July, and on the 9th the brigads
was exercised in the presence of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, the Hon. l:‘Ur.
Tupper, M.P., and a large number of people of the place, whaen ths S.J.l'J'»‘n'-:..l_: movements
ware performed ina manner which shewed that much atteation had baen paid to the
preliminary drills. The brigade had been formed in line of quarter columns, facing the
south-east on the grounds adjoining the camp, and on receiving intelligence of the landing
of a supposed enemy on the beach in front, skirmishers, wilh their necessary snpports,
were quickly thrown out from the right (the 67th Battalion), while the rest of the l‘»ri‘_{;uls
deployed ; and a vapid advanca was made, and atiempt was then made on the part of the
enemy, to turn our left flank, and at the same time to gain a high position in that direction.
To defeat their object a change of front was at onee made by the brigade, fresh skirmishers
were thrown out from Charlotte covps, and a steady fire was opened upon the enemy, who,
being unable to accomplish either of their desired objects, hastily retreated towards Rocky
Point, on the banks of the St. Croix River, where they expected to receive reinforcements.
Our advance was first in ling, and afterwards, on sapproaching broken country, in fomrs
from the left ; fresh skirmishers were again thrown out from the 7lst. )

A lengthened march was made in that divection (the wesy), and on again coming in
contact with the enemy on the commons (so-called), a well directed fire, first from the
skirmishers, and then from the brigade in line, produced the desired resalis, viz., the im-
possibility of an enemy, even of superior strength, holding this position in our front.

During these manceuvres—thus briefly described —the men displayed much intelli-
gence in taking advantage of the loeal features of the ground, and the officers in acting
with promptitude, even when not within hearing of the brigadier, on observing &
signal to advance or move in some requiral divection.  And, I must add, that although
the men had been kept under arms for several hours on this oecasion, and had a somewhat
long march, they returned to camp apparently but little fatigued, and not a man fell out of
the ranks. :

On the 10th of July the brigade having been formed as on the preceding day,
in line of quarter columns, marched in columa of route, with the customary advanece and
rear gurds, to take up a position to defend St. Andrews from attack on the north-castern
ceast, in the neighborhood of O'Neill's farm.

On reaching the open country, near the new hotel, the advance guard having become
o line of skirmishers, with its support, was prolongsd and reinforced, and the brigade
formed into mass of quarter columns, and snbsequently deployed, when the skirmishers
opened five, and a steady advance was made until the high ground near the railway was
reached, where the brigade in line opened fire.

The position was an admirable one, and the way in which the 67th Battalion had
thrown out its skirmishers and sapports, and the St Stephen corps had performed the
duaties required of it as a reir guard, received a word of commendation from the Brigadier.

Subsequently the troops were put through n vaviety of movements in brigade drill,
in line, column, echelon, &e., to test their steadiness, and to mark  the difference between
drill and field maneuyres, requiring accuraey in the former, while in the latter ““accidents ™
of ground should be studied rather than mere precision.

On our return to camp His Honor the Licutengut-Governor presented the money
prizes kindly contributed by friends of the brigade for the best shots at target practice,
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And here I must beav testimony to the careful manner in which the Musketry

Imtﬂfotcrr(lfr Hogg,) himself a skilful marksman, carried out the target practice
regulations, and with excellent results. That officer’s report is enclosed herewith and
(]

- A canteen had been opened in camp on the day of assembly under the usual
regulations, not allowing the sale of spirituous liquors, but finding it desirable it was
removed, men being able to purchase in town such articles as they required for their
com rt.  The field officer of the day (Lieut.-Colonel Raymond) reporting on the subject,
ind having adverted to the satisfactory state of the camp as regards ovder and
discipline, added T think it is clearly demonstrated that the men of this country do
¢ not require ale or beer (not being accustomed to it at home) which in many cases only
“ eveates a thirst for strong drink.”

The tents were struck ut-an early hour on the morning of the 11th, and the troops
returned to their homes in the same orderly manner which had marked their stay in
camp during the whole peviod of training. The following brigade order was read on
parade previous to the breaking up of the camp.

¢ Camp Triuey.”
SamxT AxprEWS, 10th July, 1874,

Brigade Qrders by Lieut.-Colonel Maunsell, D. A. G., Brigadier.

(No. 6.) “Camp Tilley” will break np to-morrow, the different corps composing it
having completed their annual drill and target practice.

The Deputy Adjuiant General commanding, offers his sincere thanks to the officers,
non-commissioned officers and soldiers, for the prompt and cheerful manner in which
duaties have been performed and orders have been obeyed, while the conduct of the men
has been most exemplary, not a single instance of erime having been reported to him.

Where all have done their best, and done it so well, it appears invidious to make any
distinciion ; but baving commanded three camps in succession—at Fredericton, Woodstock
and St. Andvews—in which the 67th and 7lst Battalions have assembled their full
authorized strength, the Brigadier must here advert to the fact, and will report favorably
thereon, as refiecting high eredit upon the Brigade Major, Lieut.-Colonel Inches, Lieut.-
Colonels Upton and Marsh, and those under their command, as well as affording another
proof (if such were needed) of the loyalty and patriotism of the people of Carleton and
York Counties. g

The efficient corps from Charlotte County, under command of Captains McGee and
Hutton have been attached to the 71st Battalion for drill purposes, with the best results.

The numerical strength of corps permitting it, a brigade comprising four battalions,
Lieut..Colonel Raymond, and Major Morris commanding two temporarily formed
Battalions, has been exercised with advantage in drill and field *manceuvres,

_ The medical officers report the sanitary condition of the troops as “most satisfactory,’
owing to the healthy situation of the carap, the excellent rations, and the abundant supply
of good water,

Finally, in offering his best thanks to the staff, from the Brigade Major downwards,
for a continuance of their valuable assistance and support, Lieut.-Colonel Maunsell hopes
that as these brigade camps are annually becoming more and more appreciated socially
by officers and men, affording, as they do, opportunities of seeing vequaintances and
ma]n-ng friends, the practical knowledge of the routine of camp dutics here acquired,
obedience enforced, diseipline maintained, may be productive of much good.

: By order,
§ (Bigned,) J. A. INCHES, Lieut.-Colonel,
Brigade Major.

37

“CAMP APPLEBY.”
Woodstock Field Battery.—Captain Donnell,

Circumstances prevented me from inspecting this corps with Lisut.-Colonel Foster on
the completion of the annual dvill. Bat having seen the battery on parade on the 2nd
September, a few days after its assembly, T have mvch pleasure in beaving testimony to
the remarkable progress in drill then made, und in concurring with thet officer in his
remarks as to the excellent cliss of men of which the corps is composed, and as to the
superior horses, for which, as Col. Foster states, the County of Carloton is celebruted.

Lieut.-Colonel Foster adds, vhat “after he had made a eareful inspecticn of the bat-
tery, it was put through a variety of ficld movements, all of which were executed in a
style highly creditable to the officers, non-commissioned oflicers, and men, and the progress
made in such a short time was far in advance of what he had expected to have seen.”
Colonel Foster ““ attended the ball practice on the afternvon of the 9th, and worning of
the 10th, at a place about two miles above Woodstock, and had an opportunity of secing
gome good exhibitions of standing gun drill. The ball practice, as the accompanying
report will shew, was good, but the locality would not admit of shell practice.”

Lieut.-Colonel Foster also adverts to the very handsome presents given by friends of
the battery in general, and Mr. Appleby, M. P. in particular, to be competed for at the
target practice.

67th Battalion, Carleton, Light Infantry.

Nos. 6 and 7 Companies, Captains Bossé and Baker, owing to the long distance of
the local headquarters of these companies from camp it was not desmed expedieut to order
them to attend it, much to the disappointment of both officers and men. The Brigale
Major, Lient.-Colonel Inehes, subsequently inspected them on completing their annual
drill, and that officer reports favorably as to the efliciency of these companies.

28p Bricape Division.—Lieut.-Colonel Otty, Brigade Major.
CAMP SCOUDOUC.

A brigade, composed as follows, assembled in a camp of exercise at Shediac on the
3rd of July.

Brigadier Lieut.-Colonel Otiy, Brigade Major; Lieut.-Colonel MeCulley, Brigade
Major; Lieutenant Ewing, Garrison Artillery, Supply Officer ; Captain F. 1. Hazen, G2nd
Battalion, Orderly Offiter; Captain E. Arnold, T4th Battalion, Musketry Instractor;
Quarter Master Hullert, 3th Regiment of Cavalry Camp, Quarter Master.

8th Regiment of Cavaley, Lieut.-Colonel, J. Saunders ; T3rd Buttalion, Major Sherriil’;
T4th Battalion, Lient.-Colonel E. Beer.

On the 13th of July I inspected this camp and the different corps composiny it.

The Brigadier, Lieut.-Colonel Otty, had exercised great judgment in his selection of
of the site for the encampment, it being all that could ba desived, a most picturssgio
pliace overlooking Shediac Bay, about four miles from the town of Shediae, on the main
roail to Buetouche, with a wood close to the camp, affording shelter for the cavalry horsos,
and having an abundant supply of exesllent water. The groands for parade and field
manmuvres were very extensive,

Besides the ability displayed by Lieut.-Col. Otty in handling troops on yparade, I
noticed with much pleasure that great attention had been paid to tha practical instruction
of corps in the routine of camp duties. ) _

At inspection parade, after the nsnal marching past, deployments, &o., the brigade
was exercised in most interesting and instructive field manenvres, in a manner creditable
alike to officers and men.

It is but just, however, to make spacial mention of the great improvement in dr i]l
displayed by the 8th Regiment of Cavalry, Licut.-Col. Sanndors. Lieut.-Col. Otty’s
report with vespeet to this camp will be submitted at an early date. The following is
Lieut.-Col. Otty's Brigade Order, on the breaking up of the camp.
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e District desires to express to
or the manner in which, at his
for the soldier-like appearance
ved of their exemplary conduct

ice 1 much pleasure that great
instructions of corps in the routine of

commanding the camp takes this opportunity of thanking the officers
and mezt is command, for the willingness and alaerity whicl Las been invariably
displayed in carrying out the discipline and interior economy af the several regiments
composing the brigade.  His thanks are particulary due to the brigade staff, for the effi-
dﬁﬂ‘ manner in which they have performed their several duties, and _ﬁo_pEB_ that should
another brigade be under his command he may have as efficient aid as he has had on this
oceasion, und he may have officers as well qualified to assume command of their respective
corps, and as steady and efficient men to carry their orders into effect. :
e By Order.
; (Signed,) C. McCULLEY, Lieut.-Colonel.

- ‘ : % Brigade Major.
e In connection with the better efficiency of the 8th Regiment of Cavalry assembled ab
this camp, I again respectfully submit the following suggestions us deserving special
m%ﬂgl:n—{l)_t: w:nt of a f:‘es'h issue of saddlery, vide Report 1873, page 26,

2 necessity for the issue of a medicise box, furnis! i
ke 1373;.%31:; 3 . ine box, furnished with medicines for horses,

-
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« CAMP DUFFERIN,” ST. JOHN.

ade composed as follows assembled in camp at St. John, on the 23rd J uly :—

A bri
_ Brigadier Lieut.-Col. Maunsell, Deputy Adjutant-General; Lieut.-Col. Otty, Bri
qufN;Eng.gn Smuil:, 62nd ?attgi_iun. lﬂttgﬂy%ﬁimn B S B g
_ New Brunswick Brigade CGarrison Artillery, Lieut.-Col. Foster; 62nd i
% no. Iﬁm Mﬁggn i | rtillery, Lieut.-Col. Foster; 62nd Battalion
The an horities at headquarters are well aware of the difficulties - attendin Yer-
formance of the annnal drill of eity corps in general, and those of St. John in pfrmtla; ;
Mlm;rﬂ@glyimm‘tﬁd.qut'by the Acting Adjutant-General in the Report for 18:?'5:
gg;g—ﬁn&ﬂii is there stated, besides, that o “ preference is shewn for dvill on’ different
days during the year as cirenmstances may permit.” However, to carry this out suscesstully
the mqnan gﬁ,g ag;ga};l_a drill shed is the needful thing, and the question of a site theve-
for i a central locality has to be decided. T4 s the more necessary, movoever, at the
Wgﬁmm as the premises in the Custom House st 8. Jobn, heretofore ut the aisposal
""‘*"35 t?iya Militia, Veing reqmre(l‘lgy the Custems Department, have to be delivered
g to the gﬂrmmof Custorns at an early dute. T aony add that Captain Perley, New
B _.I;s_{?iek__; 'k Kingincers, has recently subwitted a valuable plun for the ovection of a_dvill
at 8t. John, and wemorandum relaiing theveto, all of which may, I Lope, be favor-
i) B by the authurities ut head-quurters, aud “terminate in a satisfuctory
.ﬂ utio n R m Fﬁ,‘"-" gt ) ¢, n - 3 ¢
% \'l}iﬁ;iminép ﬁ vtlh: Bng;tg; of bnwmnn.Arﬁll_evg. formed on the barrack grounds at St,
m L e g proved most sabisfigtory it every purticular, on geneval ordors for
annual drill this year being published, the officers commanding both avtillery and
iufantry grasped ﬂmoppoﬂuhit; W assomible ut the same place, und the 28vd July was

-
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‘decided upon as the time of ussembly. 1n compliance with orders issued, the respective

corps assembled on that dute, and drill was duly commenced.

Being unwilling to withdraw the garrisoa artillery from their legitimate daties—shot
and shell practice—and the infantry having, necessarily, to ocenpy much time at rifle practice,
the range being about four miles from camp, there were but lew opportunities for brigade
drill. | On ove of these oceasions (on the 30th July) His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor
WOR H P i .

__After iuspection in line the troops macched past in quick time, in column and quarter
q',iﬂumn, and afterwards in quarter eolumn at the double.

= Some simple brigade movements wers then performed as satisfactorily as could be

X! _.t‘_ariL under the circumstances, The artillery subsequently procesded to shot practice,
ag&é the infantry to battalion drill, with all of which the Lieutenant Governor expressed
himself much pleased. ‘ -

On the 1st Augnst the brigade marched from camp, in column of route, a distance of
three or four miles, rain preventing a longer maveh. The different denominations of the
brigade were marched to their respective places of worship onthe 25th July, and st Angust,
respectively, the Church of England party astending divine servica at St. Paul's Church
on the former dat>, and Trinity on the laiter.

. Lieut.-Col. Foster, in his report herato appandad, referring to tha mannar in which
d‘l}tlﬂs were performed in the artillery, &e., in which T concar, stages: * During the whole
"‘,Iljmlﬂd of its existence t,}__u_f Q]')jec';s for which the camj Wis forinad were carried out in the
% most. systematic manner, and I believe with highly satisfactory easults.

“Tha shot and shell practice extended over a periol of six days, and, as the aceom-
panying repozt will show, was highly credituble to the corps.

« Soveral handsome prizes for the annual competition were presented, alist of which ,
@ with the names of the donors, is annexed :

Colonel Foster adds: “ from the commencement of the camp to its close, cvery
« officer, non-commissioned officer and ginner did his duty.”

Phe following is the Brigade Order on the breaking up of the camp :—

& Canp Dorreri.”
Sr. Jouy, 2nd Auguast, 1874,

" Drigads Orders by Lieut.-Colonel Maunsell, Deputy Adjutant-General Commanding.

. (No. 1.)—The.St. John Brigade Camp will break up to-morrow, at the conclusion of
annual drill and target practice of the diflerent corps.

. .The Deputy ‘Adjutant-General Commanding desires to express his satisfaction with

manner in which duties have been. performed, and discipline has heen maintained, ag

_well as with bhe stealiness on parade of the troops, considering the brief period allotted

for dwill. . - ,

.. That the Active Militia of St, John should assemble in_camp bat little below its full
numerieal strength (in one dustanes, that of the arsillery, the fall strength is present) at
this busy season is proaf, of the desive existing, on.the part of mewbers of the force, for
information in the knowledga awd practice, not of drill alons, but of these various camp
duties, the corvect performance of which is of the greatest importance to the soldier in the

The tavget practice of the 62nd Battalion has Leen carried out by captains of com-
ies with good results ; that of the avtillery, at all times remarkable for its accuracy,
been excellent, and it is only to be. regretted that Lieut.-Colonel Jago, who has done

much for the efficiency of the brigade, is prevented from witnessing it.
. It is due to that officer to say that, so strong was his desire to attend this camp, he
expressed his willingness to forego his leave of absence, at no small personal sacrifics to

enable him to do so. ‘ > e i
In goaclusion, Lieut-Colonel Maunsell offers his cordial thanks to Licut-Colonels





