




















==—_':“—_'_'_'————-_—_—__._____._-__-—-_________=,

ook Em;:y last annual report a reduction has taken place in the Brigade Staft of
_The services of Brigade-Major Lieut-Col. Hanson, and Lieut.-Col. Lefeb
Bellefeaille have been dispensed with. I cannot conclude this report without th:x:ﬁig;
both these officers for the valuabYe aid they have invariably given me in carrying out
the orders received from head-quarters, and for the zeal and promptitude with which
they were ever ready to promote the interests of the force.

have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

A. O D%I%E—HARWOOD,_I_ﬁeut.-Golonel.
The Adjutant-General of Militia, B ey D No 6.

Ottawa.

—

MILITARY DISTRICT No. 7.

Heap-quarrers, QUERBEQ,

il 16th December, 1876.

o 1ave the honour respectfully to lay before you, for the consi i
i]:t,h Ma r-(Irgl_zgral commanding, and in accordance witlf the Ganeralmg:-g::at:fq nt]?§
= mmang’ﬁ;r‘tﬂem; eirni:g;é ?’?port ;: the e:simt?lt)f the Militia in the District under my
Wp%::la& };nvo Eeri;ormed fe aunﬁgfdrilfl | be found an appendix shewing the

+ nominal strength of the force which was allowed to dyi I

pay for the year 1876.77, was 2,300 officers, non-commissioned ofﬁce]:;la,?:clldnt;z;‘.acmw

The total actual st ich w .
2,120 of all ranks. strength which was mustered at the time of the annual drill was

Out of the numbe ‘ i : :
of the 30th April, TST:':, l:ll.gcitt;l which have failed to comply with the General Order

of the 17th Battalion. - 2 Troop of the Quebec Cavalry, and No. 6 Company

The Active Militi i ’
the following cor psl' ‘1; 0_1'_ the District which turned

debec Field Battery.

Guspé Battery Garrison Apt;
t rtillery,
Sth Battalion Rifles—5 com;)agliga.

out for annunal drill consists of
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The Quebee Ficld Ba 4
during the absence of 3t 52 W2der the command of Lisut.Colonel T.a Tonfacic
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The Gaspé Battery of Garrison Artillery, under the command of Major Slous

rformed eight days’ drill, and was inspected by Lieut.-Colonel LaMontagne, Brigade

R;ajor, accompanied by Capt. Duchesnay of “B” Battery, School of Gunnery. This

corps was reported very efficient.
Infantry.

The rural infantry corps performed the annual dvill at their respective company
bead-quarters.  Notwithstanding that the period allowed was very short, and
consi:i{oring that two days had to be taken for rifle practice, the results obtained,
contrary to my expectations, were very satisfactory.

The Sth Battalion Rifles drilled at head-quarters, and were inspected by the
Major-General commanding, who expressed himscll‘ highly satisfied with the steadiness,
cleanliness and very efficient manner with which the whole movements were

erformed.

The 9th Rifles also performed drill at head-quarters and were inspected by me.
1 found the officers, non-commissioned officers and men thoronghly understanding
their work, and the general appearance of the battalion, and the eificiency in drill
were highly commendable. This battalion possesses a very good brass band.

The Sth Battalion have an efficient band of fifes and drums.

Rifle Associations,

There are nine Rifle Associations in this District;
they are as follows, viz:—

all worked efficiently ;

Moneys Expended.

Quebee Stadacona Rifle Association ......... RS ervid D e £682 00
8th Battalion do R R R 126 00
17th do i [ IR o O AP DRPPE S 75 00
5bth do dos | et e 297 -00
70th do (¢ £ s A RI SeyoRt 88 00
County of Quebec do e T 185 00
do Blontorency: - 0. e dioan e vsslicse 50 00
do Temiscounata o Rt o B R W s TR N LTS 225 00
do Rimouski e P o 95 Ou

The total amount thus expended in the District being 81,823 for the vear 1876-77.
Military Sechools.

The diftienlty of filling vacancies oceurring from time to time in the different
corps of the Active Militia, renders the opening of the Military Schools at Quebec of
an urgent necessity. The number of passed Military School cadets having greatly
diminished, officers have to be appointed provisionally owing to the want of means
for qualifying for commissions.

State of Arms, Accoutrements and Clothing.

The arms and accoutrements are in a fair state, but nearly the whole of the arms
of rural corps would require to be taken into stove for repairs.

The guns, vifles, swords, harness and saddlery in the Quebec Armoury ave in
very good order. The very good condition in which they were found merited the
praises of the Major-General commarding, while inspecting them on his last visit here.

I have much pleasure in bringing to your notice and favourable consideration
the efficient support I have received from the Staff-officers of my District,

I have the honour to he, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

T. J. DUCHESNAY ~Colonel.
Deputy Adjutant-General, Military District No. 7.
The Adjutant-General of Militia,
Ottawa.



MILITARY DISTRICT No. 8.

ProviNce oF NEW BRUNSWICK,
HeapquarTers, FREDERICTON,
5th November, 1876.

Stg,—In complianee with the instructions contained in General Orders (10)
of the 18th May, 1876, last, I have the honour to submit this my Report on the state of
the Militia of the District under my command, for the military year 1876-77

The nominal strength of the force in the District, as reduced in General Orders
above quoted, is 154 officers and 2,107 non-commissioned officers and men. The total
actual strength of the force, when mustered at the time of the annual drill
of the year 1376-77, was 113 officers and 1,447 non-commissioned officers and men,
Forty officers and 546 non-commissioned officers and men were relieved hy lot from
performing their annual drill.

The Active Militia of the District consists of the following corps, which at the
time of the anuual drill turned out as follows :—

Corps. Officers. N. C. 0.
and Men

8th Regiment of Cavalry, Lieut.-Col. Sannders
(9 troops; Z troops relieved.)............. S 1 1 SR 162
Newcastle Field Battery, Brevet Major Call. 4 ... 60
Woodstock Field Battery, Capt. Dibblee....... 3 T

New Brunswick Brigade Garrison Artillery.
Lieut.-Col. Foster (4 batteries; 1 battery

PECRRIIN. o o R o et B A A e S 164
New Brunswick Engineer Corps, Capt. Perley

(relieved.)
62nd  Battalion, Licut.-Colonel Blaine (6

SKIBERIIS ), 15 tcmmess e wlot SanibMrarinty B L rvas 209
67th  Battalion, Lieut.-Colonel Upton (6

companies; 4 companies velieved.)...... 18  ..... 24
Tlst Bat;alimlx, Lient.-Colonel Marsh (4 com-

panies; 1 ecompany relieved.)............. 16  ...... 168
Tord Battalion, M:tj(?r Sl};eriff (3 ctmzpanies ;2

companies relieved,)....... eh L 12 reesiet . 126
74th Battalion, Lieut.-Col. Beer (4 companies ;

2 companies relieved.)....... mianlsed bk b e 15 e S
Dalhousie Infantry Company, Capt. Barberie,. 2 ... 39

Deer Island Infantry Company, Capt. Llovd
(drill not c_:mnpleteri.)p ik =

St. Stephen Infantry Company, Lieut.
Stewart (drill not completed.)

St. George Infantry Company..........couun...... SR8 s e ] a7
L) T T N T

The past year has been one of almost universal financi : ; 2
= - ' 5 8 ancial depression, and it has
T&?V?gf;:ig;:i:m. "g to practice economy on all sides—cﬁunmn§' in the case of the
Hetice in orldﬂ oped, ?Onmstent with t!’lﬂ maintenuance of efﬁcicm:y.
Sppmpriz;ti:) o eetl-) ‘-{)Pl'n.-i'ng the expenditure for drill and training within the
for eight days had to I‘.“ f“’e‘gem' the m““"ith of the force to be drilled and paid
of completing th imited, Tl'ﬂ,b“IIOt ad to be resorted to, not for the purpose
5 o ota for each Distriot, but temporarily to reduce its numerical

strength. And the good se
. v, : 0 nse of officers commanding ¢ e
relied upon, not in vain, under the circumstances i e
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~And while itis both my duty and pleasure to report favourably in most instances on
drills, however limited, carefully performed, on good use being made of field and
son guns and rifles, every branch of the service looks forward to the speedy

return to the established system of which sufficient time may be allowed to train the

soldier in matters of discipline, drill, and appearance under arms, all leading up the
last stage of the annual drill, viz: target practice.

During the present year there could necessaril y be but little preparation for
target practice; and the more credit is due, I conceive, to those corps, and they are
many, that, having been instructed in preliminary drills, made good shooting ; and to
those corps that in the true spirit of volunteering performed both drill and practice
without money payment.

Happily, corps of field artillery were not included amongst those limited to eight
days drill.  These corps assembled in camps and performed twelve days drill. The
field artilleryman having in addition to many of the duties required of the infantry
soldier, important though they be, the care of guns and horses; and to ensure good
shooting, the knowledge of laying guns and handling them with rcadiness must be
acquired. Il may be added, that the knowledge of ammunitien canuot be learned in a
day, especially, as has been proved at the summer practice, the bursting points at
various ranges of shrapnels.

It is to be hoped, however, that another very important arm—the cavalry—may
in future be allowed a similar privilege to that allowed field artillery as regards the
limit of the annual drill in camp. The cavalryman has also, besides many of the
duties required of the infantry soldier, the care of his horse; he is, so to speak the
“eyes and ears” of an army. He must have his intelligence developed in a peculiar
way by careful training. In the event of active service he would probably be the
first required to act, and it is I think of primary importance that his training should
be effective.

I may here state that so eager was the 8th Regiment of Cavalry, Lieut.-Colonel
Saunders, to keep in view the object for which it had been carefully trained for many
years past, and to prevent deteriorating in efficiency, the regiment assembled at its
head-quarters, and no camps being authorized this year, except for field artillery,
bivouacked on the grounds of the Lieut.-Colonel, both officers and men availing them-
selves of such means of shelter as the place afforded, and at my inspection of the corps
on the 15th July, it was evident that no pains had been spared to maintain in every
particular the efficiency for which the regiment has been frequently and justly com-
mended. There was no lack of discipline, the conduct of the men was reported as
excellent, and it would be hard to disturb or destroy its esprit de corps.

It is, however, impossible for the routine of regimental duties to be strietly
carried out when men are thus assembled for a few days at locsl head-quarters and
not in camp.

The same argument may be adduced, but with greater effect, against drills of
country corps being year after year in succession performed at company head-
quarters. g . :

The captain of the company at such drills finds it difficult for several hours daily
to render squad and company drills interesting and instructive, it is also difiicult to
enswre the punctual! attendance of the men at drill, and when assembled to attain
steadiness in the ranks as the foundation of eflficiency. ‘Lhe Battalion Staff (Lieut.-
Colonel or Major) is probably not within easy reach to support and advise, the District
Stafl is elsewhere employed except at the time of inspection, and the captain is in
vonsequence left to his own resources. I am far from saying that thisstate of things,
as far as infantry corps are concerned, is not at times productive of good results,
Officors hereby acquire confidence in their ability to impart instruction without aid,
and both officers and men are rendered more self reliant, drill in camp will be more
appreciated when authorized, and the proof’ of the attention paid to these local drills
m{)l be shewn in the degree of efficiency displayed by the respective corps when
assembled in camy. i )

For these um} other reasons it is, I conceive, very esseatial that it be made





