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ANNUAL REPORT

STATE OF THE MILITIA

B

HEADQUARTERS,
Orrawa, 1st January, 1878,
The Honorable
The Minister of Militia and Defence, &c., &e., &e.

Sir,—The longer I reside in Canada the more strongly T become convinced that
both as regards material and spirit, and aiso as regards proficiency in ordinary drill,
acquired under disadvantages, the Militia of the Dominion is of great value.

In stating this I am not influenced by any partiai or professional proclivity, but
by the broad experience of the world’s history, which has never failed to prove that
military protection is an indispensable, though it may be a costly insurance for the
safety and independence of every nation.

Prestige is power—it permits the effects of power without constant recourse to it
—it makes people obedient to rule ; and if any one thinks that good rule alone will
restrain the hands of either foreign or domestic foes, or, unaided, make a nation
respected in its sway, he has not advanced far in the study of human nature.

It is our duty, therefore, whether through the sunshine of peace or the darkness
and gloom of war, still to advance shoulder to shoulder, helping the weak and chece-
ing on the strong, until we have prepared for those who come after us a safe camping
ground on the shores of the great future; then, and not till then, can we take the
rest of the weary—confident that so far as in us Jies we have done our part to ensuro

that this land shall remain one and indivisible—till wars and contentions shall eeass

in all the world.
8—a
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Owing partly to a belief in the friendly feeling, and the peaceful aspect that so
happily exists throughout this great continent, as well as the absence of any symptom
or cause for alarm, the idea has gradually and insensibly made itself felt that no great
need exists for military preparations, and so I regret to say the Canadian Militia,
though not reduced in number, yet, from the shortness of training, from the alsence
of any permanent or paid Regimental Staff, and from other wants and requirements
of which 1 have given warning notice in three previous reports, has not improved
in internal condition if measured by « military standard.

I trust the time may never come, but in the nature of things it may come, when
a sudden crash will arouse the fears and awaken to a sense of danger the hearts and
minds of those who, busied in the peaceful occupation and gains of their' calling in
life, cannot expand their ideas to the necessity of protection in that daily work, till
t0o late they may find that the irritation due tolosses would not be altogether allayed
by the consideration of the fact that they had loudly raised their voices against pro-
viding funds sufficient for their security and defence.

The Canadians possess, in a marked degree, qualities to make excellent soldiers,
being both hardy and industrious, used to rough life, easily subjected to discipline,
and willing to submit to necessary authority; the habit of adapting themselves-to the
different conditions of life peculiarly fit them for the requirements of a soldier.
Accustomed to horses they ride and drive with ease and self:possesdion, and
these habits are proved by the manner in which their Cavalry can be handled, and
the facility with which.their Field Batteries are manceuvred.

There is no better material for soldiers than Canada can produce, and that there
is a military spirit among all classes of the population is proved by the popularity
of the Militia and the willingness—I may call it enthusiastic alacrity with which, on
many an oceasion they have turned out for any prospect of active duty. But yet
being purely a volunteer force, unless encouraged by more intercst on the part
of those whom they may some day have to defend, peace and lukewarmness
may tend to rust their arms, and in default of proper training establishments
which I have so earnestly advocated, or the absence of any trained and disciplined
body of men, or of regular troops to farnish a standard of excellence, a gradual dimi-
nution of efficiency, year by year cannot be surprising.

I can imagine no finer troops than could be raised from backwoodsmen and lum-
bermen who earn a livelihood in our forests. Their hardy and hazardous lifo in the
woods, and in navigating the mighty rivers of this country, enures them to danger
and accustoms them to discipline and organization in their work, while the various
descriptions of labour on which they are employed calls forth the energy, the intelli-
gence and the resource, which are invaluable in soldiers ; their life of mutual depen-
dence on each other for support, as together they encounter the hardships, the

.
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privation and the hazards of the forest and the flood, binds them together in a spirit
of manly brotherhood, similar to what prevails among the ranks of veteran regiments
and bodies of troops serving together in the field.

Were I to confine myself to merely referring to my three previous annna
reports and recommendations, and submit for detailed information this year the
reports of the various staff officers which I subjoin, perhaps it would be sufficient ; but
my sense of duty and desire to leave no appeal untried for the material improvement
and consolidation of the strong right arm of national defence which I have the
honour temporarily to command, impels me again earnestly to advocate the
cause of the high spirited and admirable body of officers and men who compose the
Militia of Canada.

« When I arrived in this (;ountry upwards of three years ago,I confess that coming
almost immediately from the command of regular troops, and all their complete atten-
dant military establishments, I was struck with some disappointment on my first tour
throughout the country, which I immediately undertook to make myself acquainted
with the nature and character of the organization with which I had to deal. Many
defects and deficiencies presented themselves to my mind, and as soon as
possible I brought them to notice, but with all these shortcomings in the
important details of a military organization I was immeasurably sarprised and
pleased, when a few months afterwards T inspected the Montreal Brigade and the
various camps assembled for their annual drill in Ontario. Strong, able and hardy
men composed the rank and file; zealous, intelligent officers commanded, and willing
obedient young gentlemen officered the companies.

A powerful force of all arms, Cavalry, Artillery, Enginecers and Infantry ; defee-
tive only in details and requirements over which they had no control, some of which
have since received attention, and others T have more than once pointed out. I may
again rehearse some of them, viz, :—

1. Too short a period allowed for drill, which should, if possible not be less than
twenty-eight days, seven of which at Battalion headquarters if practicable, and the
remainder in Brigade or Divisional camps of exercise.

. 2. Three model training schools for Cavalry and Infantry, by embodying three
companies permanently on the basis and with similar objects to the two Gunnery
Schools. From these, year by year, many officers and men qualified and capable of
instrueting in drill, discipline, interior economy, the management of bodies of men,
rifle instructors, and every essential for the consolidation of regiments, would be
annually sent forth.

3. A paid and permanent Adjutant and Sergeant Major, to act as Regimental

Sborekbeperi besides, for each corps. In the Militia of the United Kingdom the per-
—A
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mt Regmentsl S&E oonmts of two Oﬂm, Adjutant snd Quartermast.or, six
Regimental Staff Sergeants and four Sergeants for each company, from thirty to
thirty-six in all according to the strength. Thesc are usually old drilled soldiers, and
throughout the year when not otherwise employed, they are kept up to their work
by lectures and skeleton drill, so that when the men assemble for thirty days’ drill
and the recruits for fourteen days prev:ously in addition, they are “knocked into
shape " in a surprisingly rapid manner. Moreover, this staff is specially charged
with the care of arms, accoutrements and clothing, which are thus maintained in as
high perfection asin the regular service, and the Government never suffers the
terrible expense from abuse, neglect, loss, which unfortunately prevail. I have
frequently called attention to this. It is a delusion to imagine that an efficient mili-
tary force can be kept up without a properly paid permanent staff, and the attempt
to do o can only lead to an unprofitable expenditure of public money. .

1 must not be mistaken in this recommendation to propose that these regimental
staff officers should be brought from the regular army. There is no need to import
material that exists in abundance among the intelligent youth of this country, who
are inspired by a zealous, patriotic spirit and are soldiers at heart, but .we must
instruet them before they can teach others; and admirable as the Military College
will prove to future generations in providing a flow of mathematically and scientifi-
cally educated men, we yot require for regimental officers an elementary and practical
detail of instroction in all the minor essentials ; to render the whol : military machine
capable of being reliable and well disciplined when required for o c: and this can
only be obtained with satisfuction through the practical experienc: to be gained in
dealing with permanently embodied corps. I refer to the three Mo cl Schools advo-
cated in my threc previous annual reports, and specified in detail in that of last
year, amounting together to $113,250. So impressed am I with the importance of
these, that I earnestly submit the subject again for mature and reflactive consideration.

The time is not distant when not only these elementary schools must be
instituted, but as I believe it will be found desirable to have three permanent Infantry
regiments in the Provinces of Quebee and Ontario, each of them at least 500 strong.

4. I have before recommended that the arms, accoutrements and clothing of
each corps shonld be kept at regimental headquarters, under permanent caretakers.
In the city corps the effect of this is palpable; they are, with hardly an exception,
in good order. In many of the rural corps, 1 fear I must say the same amount of
care is not taken ; probably it is not possible.

Accidentally I came acrossa French company this autumn, at drill in a
field as I passed along the road; I went over and watched it unknown at
first. The officer wus doing his ntmost with his company, but he was, to use
an expression known in the army “knocking ‘them about.” The men Jiad no

~
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steadiness, no preliminary drill; they got through a few company formations in

_ a perfunctory fashion, but it seemed to me that if they had to be made use

of, confusion would have resulted. I gave the officer gladly, much eredit for his
well intentioned efforts, and if he had spent six months at adisciplined trainiug school,
his company would have been very different. Here, too, I noticed the absence of
proper means for protecting the Government arms and clothing ; hardly one tunic
was complete in buttons; the trousers were of various patterns and material ; boots
with high heels and narrow toes that would have lamed the men in a few miles over
a muddy road ; the arms but tolerable, and some ot the locks out of order;. there
were no slings, no snap caps, and I think I missed some ramrods; the sights of
these rifles if examined, would I am sure, have been found defective,  But this is
the fault of the existing system not of this particular officer, and I believe only
could be possible in an independent company. Regimental armouries and clothing
stores under a permanent regimental staff, wonld be a saving to the Militia Depart-
ment in the end; biat from long habit I do not think captains of companies would be
persuadéd into the necessity for this—it must be by regulation and a regimental
order. Rural companies as a rule, prefer keeping their own stores and the resalt
is very bad, except when they have good drill shels and armonries attached.

5. That a contingent allowance as in the army, should be ;::ficl fo each captain
of a company to cover losses, holding him responsible to keep the arms, &c., in
repair, with power to recover penalties from any volunteer losing or damaging public
property. This, I consider, might prevent the improper use ofarms, which occasion-
ally occeurs and the glaring impropriety of wearing Government great coats,
which I am told is of frequent occurrence.

I think the present system of payment for drill instruction is faulty ; some
officers are incapable of properly imparting drill, which cannot be acquired by
inspiration but by long application and practice.

6. I before suggested that the Brigade Staff should be paid a consolidated allow_
ance proportioned to the amouat they now receive, instead of being paid eight dollars
per annum for each efficient company. It is hardly to be expected from the most
conscientious officer that he will willingly bring to notice and recommend the dis-
bandment of an efficient company at the price of reducing his own income. I am
aware the present system has this result-—which has a bad effect and deters officers
from independent action.

7. The batterics constituting the Gannery or Artillery Schools should have theip
four field guns horsed. This would reguire at least 20 horses for each battery, but as
I am afraid that addition may not be immediately authorized, I suggest an increa<e
from eight, to ten horses, in order that the No, 1 of each of the two guns be
mounted, as without a horse he cannot do his duty.
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8. If cirecumstances render it beyond our reach at present to institute the
Cavalry and Infantry Schools, which arc so indispensible, then as a temporary substi-
tute, I suggest that an addition of 50 men and two officers, as cavalry and infantry
_ - instructors, bo added to tho two Gunnery Schools, rendering them thereby schools for
the three arms until more comprehensive measures are adopted.

‘ 9. Additional assistance is necessary for the ropairof rifles; there are only two.
qualified armourers at Quebec and Montrea! respectively, but in this wide sproad
command, at least two more are required to keep tho 43,000 rifles in proper repair.
A large supply of screws, springs and small articles of every description should be
added to our present scanty stock for this purpose. The arms requiring repair could
then be sent ‘in at «u trifling expense to tha different Milita-ry Stores along the
whole line of country.

10. That a brigade of Garrison Artillery be raised at Quebec and another at
Kingston, composed of four batteries in éach, to man the important fortresses at those
stations. i

Correspondingly a reduction to take' place in certain corps hereafter to be
considered, especially independent companics of Infuntry ; at present, five of the seven
batteries of the Ottawa Brigade may be spared, leaving two only to fire salutes and
perform necessary duties on State and other ceremonial occasions.

Many other improvements Buggest.'-_'l'h'emselves, but T shall not refer to them at
present. If those I have ventured to submit could be adopted we should make a
great stride in advance, and the Militia would take a pride in feeling that an interest
was being manifested in their improvement and permanent value as an armed force
of great power for national defence.

During the month of August I visited Prince Edward Island, proceeding by the
Gulf ports and thence by Pictou to Halifax; crossing the Bay of Fundy from Annapo-
lis and Digby T reached St. John, New Brunswick, and thence to Fredericton; return-
ing by the Intercolonial Railway from St. John to Riviére du Loup, T proceeded along
the North Shore of the St. Lawrence to ‘examine the strategic points, and so to Quebec,
wiere I spent four days in the Engineer camp at Levis, inspecting the drill and
progress of“ B” Battery ; returning at the end of the month {o Ottawa by Montreal.

Early in October I went to meet His Excellency the Governor General at King-
ston, on his return from Manitoba, at the same time attending His Excellency’s
ingpection of the Military College; and later on T went through Ontario, reviewing
troops at various points, and shortly afterwards twice to Montreal on similar duty.

In the whole of that tour, which together with the Maritime Provinces, includes
the entire length of Canada proper, I hal the opportunity of making myself fairly
acquainted with the condition and progress of the Militia in this year's training. The

vii

result was satisfactory to the extent possible in the meagre instruction of twelve
days. I saw some very fine battalions of Infantry at Quebec, Montreal, Ottawa,
Toronto, Hamilton and London. I occasionally met isolated companies performing
their drill with what knowledge they had. The Cavalry Troop at Quebee, under
an sbleofficer, Lieut.-Colonel Turnbull, gave me satisfaction. The Artillery, wherever
I met them, were far beyond an average. Landing at Picton I was agreeably sur-
prised by finding a smart and very efficient Garrison battery, which both in the field
and at their guns, were instructed with intelligence and good effect. Strange as it
may seem, the brigade at Halifax, which from its advantage in the presence and
example of Her Majesty's regular troops ought naturally to have been the best,
compares less favorably with the others. The reason for this is apparent to me.

All the corps that T inspected, wish one oxception paraded in the field, and thus
I was able 10 judge of the proficiency cf their mounted officers in taking up and
dressing points and generally superintending the battalion; likewise the knowledge
of company officers, guides and markers, I can speak favorably as a general rule.
Every possible effort was apparent; all eagerly intent upon appearing to the best
advantage. The broken ground on whieh they manceuvred tried the steadiness of
the several battalions. The regiment that preferred the drill shed was strong in the
ranks, well clothed, well armed and equipped, looked well, and on the flat floor on
which they moved they were creditable. Of their proficiency in the field T form
no judgment, nor whether their field officers can ride, without which accomplish
ment a staff or field officer is useless for active service. Only two of all the Infantry
battalions T reviewed had practised the new formation for attack, probably because
t was late in the season when the change reached us from England, and also
because from confined space some of them had no means of practice in extended
order.

The clothing, arms and appointments of all the city battalions are in a serviceable
state. I cannot speak too highly of the great care taken by the commanding and other
officers of these good battalions, and I regret to say some of them labor under disad
vantage in point of armouries and storerooms, which leaves me in admiration of the
zeal that animates them.

In 5o large a force some are and must be better than others; but I must not
criticise, for all really do their best. I am afraid I conld not speak quite confidently
of some of the country battalions, and it is not in the nature of things that there
should not be exceptions, but it is easily understood that so long as our small appro-
priation renders it impossible to assemble companies at battalion headquarters, and
drill them under the orders and superintendence of experienced commanding officers,
80 long will it be expending money to no purpose at all in what is termed “ company
drill,” under officers who though ever so willing, are in many instances rusty in their
duties.

L. S R ———
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With s view to greafer efficiency I last year recommeonded thatif we could not
afford (o diill the twhole 43,000 men évery year for at least 16 days in camp, it
would be better to face the difficulty by reducing the Active Militia by one-halp
commencing with the isolated companies’ belonging to mo battalion, and then
following up the plan by disbanding those battalions whose companies are so far from
headquarters as to be out of reach of proper control, or at all events to maintain only
_their cadres, I repeat with much respect, my proposition of last year :—If the Par-
liamentary grant cannot be increased, I assure you that money is now being spent on
many Infantry companies, not only for arms, accoutrementsand clothing, but for daily
pay under nominal training, which we urgently require for the portions of the force
we can make certain of being efficient and ready for any emergent service. And
even by reducing the present force one half, say to 20,000 men, we have only been
able, with the voted appropriation, to drill that number last year and this year at
battalion and company headquarters for twelve days.

Creditably and efficiently as some™ of the battalions appear, even with that
meagre instruction, to what can it amount in' the main, towards thorough, solid effi-
ciency as reliable soldiers ? We have no schoalsof instruetion at which the constituted
teachors and instractors of these men can learn, They do all in their power by aid
of books and “ models,” and wonderfully smart and self:possessed aré many out‘ the
commanding and other officers, but in some it is the remains of instruction gained
in former days, and without renewal by means of some permanent model ?‘orces,

this good element can hardly be expected to enduare for a long time, at 'lea-t asa
general rule. : Lh, - o

Where shall we in the futare go to seck company officers and sergeant instrue-
tors unless we have the means of making them qualified ? How shall we be, by-and-
b}'eyl if_n !illddel.i. call or service arises, and our young men are found only clothed
?nd armed, but without discipline ? Armed men without discipline and professional
mf(mj-rtinn are as dangerous to their friends as to their foes, and as we have every

-material and every appliance and qualifieation ou the spot to make our force solid,
sub.stantial, real and effective, I cannot but lament the absence of sufficient means,
which I doubt not Parliament will ultimately supplement.

wh'i[Equ:uy hal'fl is it ‘to re.aliz:;e in this country, full of intelligence and education,
.&:i a .evasfat-mg and a.tmclous war is raging in the East of Europe, upon whose
:]a:::' ,cau:;n:a 1618 not possible at present to place a limit, why we shonld in this
ie and expanding country neglect to put our house in order and assure ourselves

that let “'h‘f'- “‘“’Y happen beyond our shores, no threatening hand shall thunder at
our gates with impunity. -

ofol-w.ratched with interest during the past summer, when men of all shades
pinion expressed themselves freely, whether any allusion would be made to the

— —

Militia. Tn only one instance could T note any reference, and to the effect, that
as economy was necessary during commercial depression, the Militia vote was
that most easily reduced. Happy are wo in our contented security from commo-
tion; I trust it may long last, and that no rude hand may eover give a warning
knock at our door.

It may not be amiss here to remark, that during the past year portions of the
Militia have been nsed with the best effect in keeping the peace in aid of the eivil
power. The* Queen's Own ™ and parties of other corps did good and efficientservice in
the case of the Grand Trank strike in January, also upon two occasions in July
the preservation of life and public property from a turbulent mob was due to
the moral effcct of the presence of the Montreal Brigade. In other parts of
the Dominion, notably in British Columbia and Cape Breton, at the opposite extremes
of our Military line of 3,000 miles extent, parties of Militia have been called out in
aid of the civil power during the past yoar, and always with good effect in restoring
the public peace without resort to force. I regret Lo notice the discouragement with
whith some of these good services were met, in the hesitation if not actual refusal
for a time, by the Municipal Authorities to pay the forces employed in these impor-
tant services. I believe it was not till after prosecution was threatened or commenced
by commanding officers that tardy justice was done to these troops who so promptly
responded to the call of duty, and so cheerfully accomplished it with forbearance
under considerable provocation.

Our Active Militia, the advance guard of the Dominion forces, is at present

constituted as follows :—

CAVAITYieiceeens coreinnnieursienmnssiasiuisiinanan 1,803
Fiold Artillery ..ooeeeveeseeenessssinnunmmnnimnsnnne. 1,326
Garrison Arvtillery..cc.eoiieenens 3 ovs g im AN RGeS e 3,048
Engineers...c..ooeasenes 232
TOfADEEY | coevenrenenescesnararsnsisnmmereninanes 27,990y .
e deig fi] }37,3:30
BRIIGE ) .oeersotasmsissiinsesansasinssanyptssnsess 9,330
TOAL.c cusanssssvmessiansnarass osrensr a0 12D

The Field Batteries, 17 in number, are composed and armed as follows 1—

13 with 9-pounder muzzle-loading rifles of latest pattern.
1 with 6-pounder Armstrong breach-loading, at Halifax.
2 with 9-pounder bronze smooth-bore, and a 24-pounder howitzer.
1 at Melbourne armed entirely with bronze 24-pounder howitzers.
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There are also eight 9-pounder muzzle-loading rifled. guns in possession of the
permanent “ A" and “ B " Batteries Schools of Gunnery.

The Infantry is calculated at 55 per company, making a total of 37,320, to which
extent they are armed ; but recent reductions have placed the companies at only 42
each which causes a corresponding total in the number now only -biennially
trained.

The Reserve Militia, in three classes by the Militia Act, comprises 655,000 ; in
round numbers the total force by law liable for the defence of the country is 700,000,
between the ages of 18 and 60. I regret, I can say little as to the Reserve. It isduly
regimontalized and in some measure efficient, but it has not been mustered
since 1873. 1 trust a new mustermay soon be made, and if it be possible, that
both officers and sergeants be annually trained. I have before recommended that
& reliable officer of the Reserve should be every year sent through ‘each regimental
division to ascertain that each man on the rolls is effective and not fictitious.
I believe that in a floating population such as we have, this mode would be more
satisfactory and economical than periodical musters at long intervals. It would also
tend to keep alive the feeling of gemeral liability for national defence. Upon this
subject I venture with respect to submit the following suggestions :—

: By %l{e.present Militia Law, a large number of persons are exempt from service
in the Militia, and the only contribution made by those persons towards the defence
of the country is the payment of their respective shares of general taxation.

i The 43,729 men of the Active Militia not only contribute towards the defence of
€ country in the same ratio as the privileged class above alluded to in the

general taxation, but they may have to give their personal service should occasion
demand it, in addition,

4 Th: EReser?el in like manner, though their services would be contingent upon

e magnitude of any national disturbance, are equally liable to contribute both in
P‘“‘ﬁf' and person towards the defence of the State, while the remainder of the com-
munity only pay with the purse, and that not in a higher proportion than the others.

o ?‘9 pressure Oftaxatio-n upon the (':ommuuity at large by different classes is
erelore unequal. No calling or profession from the Bishop to the peasant, should
:::l::':i::,ﬂ l;an o:‘ any degr.eo whatever:, who lives and pursues his vocation under
Sl et ag, from bearing ashm:e In monetary contribation proportionate to
other members of the community who have to protect them and pay besides.

Py 'I:her-e are in eve.ry-oounl.ry certain sects of persons who have either penurions,
e scw‘nutlons or predjudiced seruplos against con tributing towards the maintenance of
¥y military force. There are some who having lived an every day-life of
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business or, trade or pleasure, have never been troubled with alarm at the possibility
of any rupture in the even tenor of their way, who may have never seen soldiers at
all, or having scen them ouly in times of rest and quiet, never allow their minds to
gx;asp or from the narrow groove of their calling, may be unable to comprehend the
extent of power a military force exerts by the very moral effect of its existence, in allow-
ing them to live in peace. Far less can such persons rise to appreciate the virtue of
military forces should wars or alarms arouse them from their prolonged dreams of
gecurity and their indifference to those by whom they have, unknown to themsclves,

been protected.

Possibly there might be grounds for some of these varions shades of scruple, if the
Militia of Canada could be made the instrument of aggression; but it is the essential
nature of a constitutional Militia, that it should be only a purcly defensive organiza-
tion—to be employed by the Government in resistance to unjust attack, either from
rebellion, invasion or insurrection, or by the civil power, to quell distarbance against
which the ordinary police force is insufficient.

As the assistance of the Militia has been so frequently called for in the past year,
by fhe civil authorities, I have considered it advisable to publish in General Orders
the duties of the Military in giving aid to the civil power, and to explain that such
aid can only logally be afforded upon the requisition in writing of the chairman or
custos of Quarter Sessions or by three Magistrates one of whom may be the Mayor,
warden or other head of the municipality or county.

It can never be urged that the predatory acquisition of territorial, military or
commereial advantages is cither in accordance with national right or necessary to the
progress of civilization ; but we are bound from every point of view to stick to the
advantages gained for us by our forefuthers, we must never abandon self preservation
as a first law of existence, to think only of higher moralities; we must never lose
sight of conscience and honour, nor for a moment permit the chance that Communism
should with impunity malke a grand experiment on the smallest portion of that coliee-
tion of propertics termed the British Empive-—policy and national safety are worldly
considerations, but they are quite worthy the attention of statesmen. As & consequence
it does not seem to me an unreasonable proposition that overy individual man in the
community who is not borne on the rolls ot the Active Militia, should p‘x} an app“f-
ximate capitation tax in money each year, of two dollars towards militia :.‘Xpeﬂdl-
ture alone, and that this tax, which should be collected through the machinery of
the various Provincial Governments, be proportioned by a sliding seale according to

the means or income of each individual.

I consider no one can dispute his liability to contribute towards national det‘c.snce.
How can the merchant, the broker, the tradesman, expect to carry on }“.5 business
and gain his livelihood unless protected from assailants against the public peace ?
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Our tampqrarily d_iminishpd revenne, due to exceptional causes over which no man
no Government cmiﬁl'liavé any contiol, is unequal at present to give us & million anci
a half of dollars which we require annually for thorough national defence and to
maintain our supplies and rveserves of all warlike material, and so it is only just that
‘we should use extraneous means, which I venture to hope, no thinking man who dis.
passionately and calmly analyzes the subject can object to for obtaining it.

‘We have at present three permanent and very important establishments at work
which will produce solid effects in the future progress of this growing country. Thé_);
are all three but young and budding as yet, though two of them are old enough to
have borne good and productive fruit. Lrefer to the two Gunnery or Artillery Schools
termed “A” and “B” Batteries, and to the Military College at Kingston. '

The latter institution is progressing under the able and zealous command of
Lieut.-Colonel Hewett, Royal Engineers, in a manner that reflects entire credit on
- bimself and the officers of his staff, to whom he refers in high terms in his report
faxpressing the obligations he feels under for the ability and talent they have applied’
in the performance of their duties.

In the course of last year Captain Hawkins, Royal Artillery, one of the professors,

resigned much to the regret of the Commandant, who alludes to him in terms of high
commendation. g

The Instructional Staff as at present composed, consists of —
Lieut.-Colonel Oliver, Royal Artillery. .
Major Kensington, b "
Captain Walker, Royal Enginecers,
Major Ridout, 90th Light Infantry, and
Mr. Ferguson, who is Professor of Modern Languages.

thh-t':he number of cadets on 1st December consisted of thirty-cight and about
numb:n I;“O!‘B i3 e)xl)?cmd at this half-yearly examination, and so on until the total
v of 100 to 120 is completed at the end of four years from the 1st June, 1876.

Lieut.-Colonel Hewett has submitted estimates for the progressive increase of

th ivg d 1 1 1
. e: :t.:aﬁ‘ of" 1_btru(.‘tors in proportim to the increase of the cadets and has accompan-
1ed his estimate with cogent and practical reasons.

He stafes the necessity for establishing the staff requisite, upon a definite and
‘l:dropcz-‘ footing ﬁ'-om the present time until its complete development, based upon the
ucational carrienlum as already determined by Council, for gradually carrying
o::lththo general intention of the Act establishing the Colleg’e. His plans do not lose
:g : (:: the knowledge that means being limited and economy a necessity, they
ust therefore be confined to the smallest scale compatible with efficiency, to

xiil

—_—
afford a suitable return for the outlay. Attention to economy is apparent from the
fact that with a more extended range of instruction, the staff’ is smaller than that
of any kindred institution. It is based for 0 to 120 cadets; and as the same number
of subjects have to he taught to the few as well as to the many, it could not there-
fore be materially reduced for even less than 80 cadets. The full value of the
college can hardly be brought out while the number of cadets is small. It is very
desirable that the early consideration of this scheme for the future organization of
he college should be adopted, as working without a clearly understood and acknow
ledged end must be unsatisfactory.

1 therefore request favourable consideration of Lieut. Col. Hewett's prospective
estimale, as follows :-—-

At present the Staff, including the captain of cadets, numbers.. 6

Bubordinate BEAfT. ....ccceerreessmsrmesnisinsesnnsasisessesisarssssanisaroneas 4
For 1878, 75 cadets, staff.........cevieece sovssensmnsinrnennssinieennce T
S DOTAIDALOS. . oevrenern st e ssaserrssererransesanssaanronconassasianssraneas 5
For 1879, 90 cadets, Stafl....ocooeiinieiiiiniiiennnn e 11
Subordinates........ L o Lol e A Y 8
For 1880, 120 cadets, staff.....ccociiiiiiiiiniiinieniiennes 16
SUbOPAINATES ..vervrrersieceesrassarassssasssisanssasmncnstins ST 12

The subjects of instruciion have been mathematics, geometrical drawing,
frechand and instrumental drawing, French, German, fortification, artillery,
military topography and surveying, military history, military law, elementary che-
mistry and geology, drill and discipline. Four additional subjects will be taken up
after next term. The progress of the cadets in the study of the above subjects has
been remarkable, and their conduct is stated to be very satisfactory. Those
appointed non-commissioned officers have continued to merit remarks for the
manner in which they have performed their duty and assisted to maintain the good
discipline which has been conspicuous. Artillery and infantry drill are taught by
the captain of cadets with great success. Tent-pitching, guard-mounting and the

duties of sentry are also practised.

Swimming is encouraged, as well as rowing and sailing, and in fact manly
exercises of every kind are practised, so necessary to the thorough development and
training of youths of their age. A cricket ground and gymnastic apparatus have
greatly assisted in physical exercises. The gymnasium building is very complete
and in winter will be a most useful and healthful resort. 1 request attention to
tho necessity for a more complete arrangement for escape from fire; it was
brought to my notice on my last inspection, and 1 suggest that one or two iron
ladders should be placed against the building for that object.

I



xiv ' :

_— —_——
In the month of June, I made an inspection of tho College, and had the satisfac-

tion of presenting the prizes awarded at the conclusion of the first annual term, 13
was a pleasure to mo to feel that I had every reason to compliment the Commandant,
and Staff upon the untiring zeal and ability they had applied, to perform faithfully
their duty to the cadets who had beon entrusted by their parents to the educational
curriculum of the College. And certainly, as I then said, any parent who could seq
for himself the contentment and happiness that prevailed among these manly young
fellows, would gladly give his son the advantage of the sound education, the discipline
of mind and body, the intellectual, classical, scientific and physical training, the
habits of regularity, and the discipline and respect for authority, which will servo

the rising generation of Canada in whatever position of life these young men may
be launched for their future carcer,

Upon that occasion I had the Iignor, in the absence ot the Governor-General, to
present the first of a series of medals which the Earl of Dufferin has been pleased,
with his usual liberal generosity, and with the hearty interest His Excellency always

evinces for the welfare of every institution of the country, to bestow for competition
by the cadets.

His Excellency the Governor-General has been pleased to bestow three medals,
viz., a bronze medal for J une, 1877, a'silver medal for June, 1878, a gold medal for

June, 1880; the latter year completi'n'g the four years Course of the first batch of
cadets who entered in 1876, 3

The conditions of these medals are, that one be given in each of the above years
to the cadet who from the time ofshis joining the Military College to the several
dates specified, has obtained the greatest number of marks on all subjects, moral,
mental and physical, that §& (o say, the best lad all round for the term at the time of
the.exmination; the object being, to let conduet, military, physical and intellectual
exercises as well as all branches of instruction, have due weight, and to test these,
not by any one examinution, which might oceasionally be attended with a good deal

» but by marks cumulative from day to day throughou’ the cadets entire
tin fact in due time take all three medals, but it

is hardly probable in the course of the four years that this should occur,

that it offers every prospect of being a complete success, when fully developed, and

for the Militia, perhaps for the future army, but certainly for (he general public of
Canada.

I may end my reference to this College in tho words of Lieut.-Colonel Hewett
:rith which I fally concur:—« | venture to express the gratification I feel in beiné
able to report my confident Assurance that those who have completed their first
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“ twelve months residence in the Military College will return to their homes, having
“already acquired very materially improved education and habits of z.ind and body,
¢ from which they themselves will feel the benefit lhrnugp_l:fu, and with which their
% parents and the country may feel satisfied. It may bo fairly deduced that‘ a Htl!.[
“ more beneficial result will follow at the end of four years at the Military College.’

I have alluded at some length to the Military College because it is still a very
young institution, hardly even yet sufficiently known or appreciated throughout the
Dominion at large. Tt is intended that each Military District should annually
send to the college two cadets, or 24 for the whole Dominion. From every Province
and Military District save one, within reasonable reach, we have now representatives.
Nova Scotia alone holds aloof for no reason that I know of, except want of proper encour-
agement and ventilation by the Military Staff of the District. The sister Maritime
Province not only is represented, but I believe, one of its cadets hus taken the
highest number of marks by 670 at the competitive examination for c?:trun(-e
British Columbia, from its great distance, and the expense of the long journey

" by land and sea could not be expected to send cadets; and Prince Edward Island is
also unrepresented from similar unavoidable reasons.

I have not yet received the reports of the Dominion Inspectors of Artillery, and
the Commandants of “ A" and “ B " Battery, Schools of Gunnery. These two officers,
Licut.-Colonels Strange and [rwin, Royal Artillery, have no need of further com-
mendation from me; their professional acquirements are of the first order, and the
zeal which they ably apply in the performance of their duties, sometimes under
difficult circumstances, entitle them to the credit I have the pleasure to award them,
Their reports, always searching and instructive, will gpeak for themselves, and I
am sure will receive all the attention they fully deserve if I may be perwitted to
prejudge by the high character as artillerymen these officers possess.

L inspected both these permanent batteries during the autumn, <~nmmam?ml
respectively by Lieut.-Colonel Montizambert and Lieut.-ColonelCotton, two Can.admn
geutlemen of high abilities and fully qualified for the important posts they efficiently
fill. “B” Battery I scrutinized minutely at the Levis Camp, and I cannot too well
express my satisfaction with the proficiency attained by it, which applies equally to
“A” Battery. The value of these Artillery Schools in instructing officers and men of
the Garrison and Field Batteries of the Dominion, is proved by the efficiency of the
Artillery generally. Inthis respect however as may be expected, much stiil ra.main
to be accomplished, and we can hardly look for a really high standard of efficiency
in this scientific arm, unless officers commanding batteries exert themselves to the
full to obtain, and to retain, the services of officers and non-commissioned officers
who take a keen interest in, and show a natural proclivity for their duties, by a
willingness to undergo the necessary course of training at a school of gunner?-.
It happens that sometimes subaltern officers are retained who can barely d::all
a gun detachment, while non-commissioned officers are sometimes found whose chief
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recommendation is age or length of service, thereby standing in the way of younger
and more energetic men, of whom there are plenty who have qualified at one of the
guonery schools. - Officers commanding Batteries of Artillery are in general very well
‘qualified; they fill a responsible position. The increase in the efficiency of Artillery
caused by the general substitution of the rifled for the old smooth-bore gun demands
every excrtion for additional knowledge on the part of those Wh'{_) have to use them,
and as Gunnery Schools permit every facility for the necessary instruction, I hope
and earnestly recommend, that officers of Garrison and Field Batteries will sec the
necessity for obliging all young officers and men to obtain the necessary qualifica-
tion.

In the clothing of Artillery I find the serge overalls are universally condemned,
especially for mounted men, they are totally unsuitable for Cavalry or Artillery, who
ought to have cloth trousers with foot straps invariably. It is unsightly to observe
mounted men with wrinkled trousers half way up the calf of the leg, as slovenly to
look at as unserviceable in practice.

I have already alluded to the efficient armament of our 17 Field Batteries, they
are as a general rule, quite serviceable for rough field work, and in most, if not in
every instance, ably commanded by iintelligent and competent officers.

I can hardly speak too highly of the satisfactory result already attained by the
general introduction of the competitive gun practice under the rules of the Dominion
Artillery Association. Although this Association, introduced through the indomitable
energy and perseverance of Licut.-Col. Strange, with the able assistance of Lient.-Col
Irwin, is yet in its infancy, yet the increased interest taken by all ranks in the result
of this practice, with the obvious necessity of careful instruction in dri Il, and a
knowledge of ammunition and gunnery, is of itself very satisfactory and must lead
to a much higher standard of cfficiency.,

Tke Dominion Artillery Association which was founded two years ago for the
development of gunnery and skill, and the dissemination of artillery knowledge
throughout the Dominion has excited emulation for prizes, and has sncceeded well.
His Excellency the Governor General is patron, and has, with his usual interest,
presented medals for competition. The Government grants a small subsidy. The
Militia Artillery, I believe without exception, subscribe annnally.  The prac-
tice is carried out whenever possible in presence of one of the Dominion
Inspectors, with a qualified Artillery officer to assist and mark the score, and gold
vmbroidered badges and bronze eross guns are awarded the successful competitors in
the various corps. Thus, increased efficiency year by year will bo obtained, and the

uste of valuable ammunition by unskilled men be avoided.

The Dominion Inspectors of Artillery, who are also Commandants of the Artil-
lery or Gunnery Schools, have independent duties to perform in those capacitics, upon
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which they correspond directly with the Adjutant-General at headquarters. Their
officers and men are moreover employed for certain portions of each day upon duties
of education and instruction, pertaining only to the gunnery classes. 1 found it
necessary therefore to issue an order to the respective Deputy Adjutants General of
Military Districts, in which they are quartered, to abstain from sending Distriet Ordors
to these officers, but to communicate when necessary by letter, for courts martial,
boards, courts of inquiry, or other such duties, requesting compliance in f urnishing
the required detail at times and hours of mutaal convenience. This arrangement is
necessary for the public serviee, in order to avoid any approach to a conflict of autho-
rity which would be detrimental to discipline, as well as to the harmony and ood
understanding which must not be disturbed, and therefore I require this order to be
attended to and carried out with mutual good feeling.

In view of the long military service and attainments of Lieut.-Col, Strange
the Senior Inspector of Artillery for the Dominion, I am of opinion it is only just to
him to recognize so much of the cancelled General Orders of 24th November, 1871,
as defined his “rank " with that of Deputy Adjutants General of Military DLétrictw
who however by law command, and I have given orders accordingly. L

I have more than once suggested the propriety’of re-organizing the old Brigade
of Garrison Artillery of Quebee, becanse of all places in Canada, the important
fortress commanding the gates of the St. Lawrence should he adequately manned,
At present the “«B” Battery is the ouly artillery force in Quebee, and they have not
men enough, without making any allowance for casualties, to man one-fourth of the
batteries of the Citade! and its outlying lines of important works including the eom-
manding forts of Point Levis. The Gunnery School is on the spot In. train and
instruct this brigade, and the citizens of the place would make the best Artillery
material, being residents acquainted with the loealit ¥ and the ranges, and if need h;,
ready to defend their own property. Though I have recommended a numerical redne-
tion in the Militia in general on financial grounds, I nevertheless consider it impor-
tant to maintain efficient forces at points where their services might be required,
and where besides there is ample means for instructing them, Quebec being assail-
able hy privateers or ships of war which might in fog or darkness escape -Bl'l.lfsh
eruisers in the Gulf, should be strongly manned and capable of resistance.

Though in a lesser degree the above remarks apply partiall ¥ to Kingston, we
have there also a first-class School of Gununery, but the battery conld not man one-
fourth of the works of Forts Henry, Frederick, and outlying Martello Towers and
advanced batteries. There also a Brigade of Garrison Artillery should certainly
bo established, if even by converting one of the Infantry battalions into artillery. It
i8 80 self evident that Quebec and Kingston, our two fortified cities (the former
perhaps the most important fortress on the whole continent of Ameriea), should
bestroggl_y manned by disciplined and well drillod artillerymen, that I need not

B
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enlarge urther upon the necessity. The fact of the two Gunnery Scliools being on the
spot wonld ensure the efficiency of these Volunteer Brigades; the names for the
Brigade at Quebec being actually already enrolled.

view of the a.i:ove, 1 recommend a corresponding reduction in Garrison Bat-
teries elsewhere; notably, the Ottawa Brigade of seven batteries might be reduced to
two to be retained for the guns in position on Nepean Point. There is no need fora
large Garrison Artillery force at Ottawa where there are no works of deffmce to man,
and there is besides a thoronghly good Field Battery in all respects serviceablo.

In the course of thesummer, ten new rifled Palliser §4-pounder guns have been
added to the armament of Quebec and mounted on the ramparts, and these with the
armament already in position, will pretty well lock the gates of the St. Lawrence,
when artillerymen are authorized to man them: we have 200 rounds of shell for
each gun. Five of the same class of gun have been mounted on Negro Point ta St.
John, New Brunswick ; these with two32-pounder guns in the same battery, command
the entrance to St. John, a harbour of great importance, owning after London, Liver-
pool, Glasgow and Bristol, the largest amount of registered shipping in the world.

Concrete platforms have also been laid upon the salients of the three splendid
forts at Point Levis for the seven-inch guns ready to be mounted. I am happy
to say thesc forts have been carefully pointed and thoroughly repaired by_
the Department of Public Works. Much has also been done to the works of

‘ the citadel, especially in roofing in the bastions with wood to protect them from the
| arctic weather prevailing in winter; but much still remains to be done,—in fact Engi-
neers onght to te permanently attached to “ A" and “B" Batteries to keep the
valuable works of Quebec and Kingston in repair. When garrisoned by Queen’s
Troops the Royal Engineers were employed on repairing the damaging effects of the
inter's frost, all the year round.

In referring to Quelec and the demolition of some now obsolete outlying works of
defence, I cannot refrain from an expression of grief at having witnessed the destruction
ofthe stern old Jesuit Barracks, which so many thousand British soldiers have inhabited
since the days when British troops landed on these shores, and round whose walls
without the fortess of Quebec have surged those mighty waves of battle that have
finally decided the fate of Canada. The walls of the Jesuit Barracks were so thick
and solid that dynamite was necessary to destroy them,

Respecting the §4-pounder converted Palliser guns, I may observe that we ordered
these guns from Woolwich relying upon the price list, « by authority " published in
1875, wherein the lix'ice of each such gun is laid down at £111 6s, 2d. plus 5 per cent,
but the charge demanded is £189 11s. 84, plus 5 per cent. for each gun, and upon
remonstrance we are told by the Surveyor General that we must have taken the

L

Xix

prices from an old list. Well, we sent home the order in 1876, and we took our
information from the War Office price list of the previous year—the latest we knew
of. As the appropriation for Garrison ordnznee was specificand definite, we are thus

innocently placed in a difficulty by the War Office decision. I therefore recommend
a further appeal for its reversal.

In conncetion with this, I lately had very interesting and instructive interviews
with Captain Edward Palliser, late of the Tth Hussars brother and agent of Sir
William Palliser the inventor of the converted rifled gun. Captain Palliser entered
with great zest into the subject of the conversion of our old smooth-bore guns,

We have in the Dominion :—

19.8-inch guns.

135.32-pounder guns,
209.24-pounder do
32.18-pounder do

The 19.8-inch guns can_be converted into 64-pounder rifles, capable of firing bat-
tering charges with the Palliser chilled shot of 80 pounds weight. The 32 and
24-pounders can be converted into 64-pounder rifles and the 18-pounders into
40-pounder rifles. Captain Palliser went into the subject of manufac-turing,
and inspected the machinery of the Canada Engine Works at Montreal owned
by Messrs. Gilbert. He states there will be no difficulty in carrying out the conver-
sion at these works. The projectiles for this artillery can also be made there and
when a little experience has been gained, the manufacture of the 9-pounder rifled
field gun its gun carriage, &e., can also be undertaken, so that there need be no
necessity to spend more money out of the country. Canadian workmen and Cana-
dian iron can do the whole work, and the cost would therefore go to Canadian
citizens.  Therefore, no iron guns should be sold, as they can be utilized
Over 1,500 converted Palliser guns are issued to the Volunteer and Militia Artil-
lery of Great Britain, and no accident to the gun has yet been reported.
As to the cost, Sir William Palliser will make no charge against the Canadian
Government, or to the manufacturer, on the score of Royalty " on the invention
nor of commission, nor in fact any whatever; the Canadian Government would
therefore reap the whole benefit of the manufacture in the Dominion. T under
stand the Messrs. Gilbert are prepared to undertake the conversion of 32 and
24-pounders smooth-bore to 64-pounder rifled guns at a cost of £120 per gun
A 32-pounder gun has now been lent to Messrs, Gilbert as an experiment for con-
version at Sir William Palliser's expense, as well as the construction of 25 common
shells. On the completion of this gun, the Dominion Inspector of Artillery will have

the gun tested, and after trial will be able to report upon the Canadian manufacture
of guns and projectiles.
8 —n}
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In the Appendix (No. 9.) will be found a description of the manufacture of coiled
wrought iron tubes for Palliser guns,

- Before quitting the subject of ordnance, I beg again to refer to a suggestion sub-
mitted in December 1875 shortly after my return from Vancouver Island, viz.: for
the construction of an earthwork battery upon a promontory called MeAl;luy’s Point,
commanding the entrance to the harbours of Victoria and the Naval Station of

Esquimalt.

I had plans and estimates of this work prepared by Lieut.-Col. Blair, Royal
Artillery, and he estimates the expense, exclusive of magazines, at about six hundred
dollars. The number of men requisite for this battery would probably be about 100
and 1 have no doubt that the loyal people of Victoria would readily raise a small
brigade of Volunteer Artillery for the purpose. Boomsand torpedoes would of course
be an additional protection, but this battery is really a necessity, because, in the
absence of & man of war from the anchorage in Esquimalt harbour, which sometimes
happens, there is no kind of protection for the valuable naval stores in the dockyard,
nor for the city of Vietoria. Any piratical cruiser or privateer entering the Straits
of Fuca could blow up and destroy both places with perfect impunity at present.
On visiting the dockyard of nimalt, at the request of Vice-Admiral the Hon.
Arthur Cochrane, I found two 7-inch*aud four 40-pounder breech-loading rifled guns
obselete for naval service, and about to be sent to England. 1 requested that they
might be detained with their shell and equipments, pending my proposition to have
them handed over to the Dominion Government. I submitted this scheme in Deec.
1875. I now find no steps have been taken to procure the transfer of the guns and
I earnestly hope this may be done.

It might be considered that the protection of Esquimalt is an Imperial, rather
than a Dominion linbility, but it intimately concerns the honor of both and the
supremacy of British naval power in that region. It isnecessary for our security on the
Pacific that it should be well guarded. Our fleets must keep that sea and they cannot
do s0 without coal. Nature has provided this in ample stock and finest guality at
Nanaimo, and British instinct of a former age, igunorant of its value, or even of
the existence of this all powerful element, secured to us the place of its abode, Van-
couver's Island.

8> The British navy is scattered over the whole Pacific; there we no works of
~ defence raised by Imperial hands at Vancouver when a Crown colony ; no forts for
the protection of our coal ; nothing bul prestige and the companies of Militia at Vie-
toria and Nanaimo. I trust that whether by Lmperial or Domition hands, we may
not be much longer without a poweriul battery to protect these harbours :—I have
dwelt upon the subject to endeavour to show it is an Imperial as well as a Dominion
question, for what affects one mn?%zﬂ‘ect both, and so there ought to be no difficulty
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or hesitation in obtaininga free grant of the Imperial guns to arm the promontory
that would equally guard the Royal dockymd of Esquimalt and the Capital of British
Columbia.

I am sorry it has not been possible for me to see much of the Cavalry this year,
owing to the uncertain periods of drill,but this useful arm is in fairly good order for ser-
vice, and thesquadrons in general commanded by officers who have made a study of the
service. Of all arms, Cavalry perhaps, have most to contend against in consequence
of their horses being untrained to the ranks; bat for outpost duty, patrols and the
various detached duties upon which Cavalry would be employed in this country, they
are as a rule admirably well adapted. Capadians ride well and are accustomed to
horses from their early years; they are good horse-masters, and as they have proved
themselves before, so I am confident they wounld again be a most useful foree in the
field, as the “eyes and ears” of an army.

Among many excellent Cavalry officers, I must take the opportunity of specially
referring to Lieut.-Col. George T. Denison, the author of a treatise on Modern Cavalry,
and who this year was fortunate enough to bring himself] and through him, the Militia
of Canada into enviable notice by gaining the first prize of 5,000 roubles offered by the
Government of Russin for the best “history of Cavalry from the carliest times.” It
cannot but be a source of much satisfaction that the prize, for this history compiled
after much laborious research, though open to all nations should have been carried off
by an officer of the Canadian Cavalry against all competitors, even though ut last the
number of competing officers was reduced to three, two of whom were foreigners.

The various saddlery and clothing stoves that I inspected in the course of the year
convinced me that the Government property in charge of this arm is cavefully pre-
gerved As a rule, they were in the best order; the leather and iron work properly
cared for, and complete even to a huckle.

Before dismisSing the subject, I must notice unfavourably the Ottawa Troop of
Cavalry, which by right, from the conspicuous duties it has annually had to perform,
ought to be a show troop. Having the honour of escorting Iis Excellency the
Governor General upon the ceremonics of opening and closing the Houses of Parlia-
ment, and sometimes upon other oceasions, this troop ought to have been one of the
best equipped, mounted, officered and drilled ; but I regret to say it has not been so in
any of these qualifications since my experience of it. I have often looked with
chagrin at the guerilla-like appearance this troop presented to the observant eyes of
those assembled at the Parliament Houses, when forming His Excellency’s mounted
escort. I trust the District Staff will bestir themselves to convert this troop into
what it should be, for hitherto it has been a very irregular bedy of horsemen.

Three companies of Engineers form a very useful arm of our Militia, Two of
hese at Montreal are good, but that at Toronto, commanded by Lieut.-Col. Scoble,
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who especially selected a high class of ‘artizans and artificers, is a very sup.orior com-
pany, and its commanding officer is most capable of rendering valuable service.

The reserve of stores of all kinds is maintained and replenished according to
our means. We hﬁve a fair averago supply of most things necessary for general uso
and under Licut.-Colonel Wily's direction and that of his District Storekeepers, the
equipment and war material in charge is in good order. The Reserve is perhaps
sufficient for the Active force while not required to take the field; but with a
view to emergency and tho possible necessity for calling out some of the Reservo
Militia, T should suggest the prudence of adding to our stores.

We have no reserve of military élothing i the yearly supply hardly meets the
yearly wants, and as I said last year, under the present system this will soon be

absorbed. With 43,000 men we s@d require one-third, or 14,000 suits to beo issued
each year, and as our funds only e@;le us to purchase outfits for about five or six
thousand per annum, we shall soon reach the end unless a larger vote is taken or the

Active force reduced as before proposed.

! We have a reserve of 21,000 Snider rifles, and about 8,000 rifles and carbines of
vm.':ons patterns, which I think had better be sold and their places filled by 10,000
Sniders from England ; of gunpowder we have about 200,000 pounds, and of Sn’ider
ball cartridges, about seven and a ha.lf million rounds. ,

and a half of cartridges are ordered from England, and
powder,

In addition, about a million

5 ‘ . upwards of 30,000 pounds of
f shell of various sorts we have about 17,000 for Field Artillery, or about

290 rounds per gun, be-ides 100 rounds per gun in addition ordered from England.
?‘or the new §4 converted rifled guns we have 2)0 rounds of shell for each. In the
item of ammunition therefore we are fairly provided, but we should have at least
10,(?00 additional Snider rifles in stock. We have suffered much loss this year fro;n
accidental fires in varions parts of the country; in rifles alone we have had 2,013
destroyed, upwards of 1,500 of these in the appalling fire by which half the (Ijity
of St. John, New Brunswick, was burnt; these were lodged in the barracks and
stores adjacent, all of which were laid in ruins. But our loss by the great fire of St
John is not confined to rifles and clothing. When so many th.(msand people in the:
course of a few hours became houseless, an urgent appeal was made by the Mayor
for tents and blankets from Militia stores ; about 586 marquees and round tents
and 2,690 blankets were immediajt;aly issued from Quebee and Halifax, and scn’
wholesa-tlfa to the Mayor of St. Jo’hn, instead of being delivered f‘o:-, issue b;
tl;; Mlht.ary Staff on the spok.  But there was little time for reflection
We hs:ve“;os:l n:ltletht:e:ran;;ti:lzivc:e:arhmgcd o m?fbrl.nnm Buﬁa‘l:cm.

_ » 80 quees and twelve circular tents, bosides
the equipment for all the tents issued, I fear those returned are harvdly serviceable’

and as the amount of subscriptioﬂ sent to St. John was enormous, they oughtto pay
for the loss we have sustained and wvhich we cannot afford,
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We have only camp equipment complete for about 40,000 men, and blankets
for half that number.

Ten years ago we had the complement of our military equipment, ammunition
and stores in Quebec only, at one end of this spacious command ; now we have mili-
tary store accommodation with well filled magazines at Halifax, Montreal, Kingston,
Tovonto, Winnipeg, Victoria; and more recently, in order to have a reserve removed
from the frontier, a considerable depot has been established at Ottawa, on Nepean
Point.

The Staff may perhaps call for a brief remark. We have twelve Deputy Adjutant-
Generals, one for each Military District, and eleven Brigade-Majors. A small reduction
in the number of the latter was made two years ago, and the result has been good
instead of the reverse. With trifling exception, the Staff as a whole is efficient and
some of them as good as could possibly be desired.

My thanks are again due to the unremitting attention of the Adjutant-General
who carries on the office detail, which in the regular army is sub-divided among the
Adjutant-General, the Quartermaster-General, Medical, Commissariat, Clothing and
Transport Officers. In fact, every requirement of the Militia, including Fortifications,
Ordnance Lands, ete., etc., in some shape or other, passes through the Military
Department whatever its ultimate destination may be. in the event therefore of
the sudden calling out of the force for war service, it must not be expected that the
machinery would start in very good working trim. A working staff would have to be
immediately extemporized, and much anxious responsibility thrown upon the goneral
officer in command, whose mind and attention should at such a time be froe and
unshackled from the consideration of small Departmental details. While every
thing moves on in an every-day routine, I make no objection against re-
quisitions for every article from guns to snow-shovels passing under my signature,
in addition to the complex matters which come up from all parts of the country, but it
is an unprecedented occupation for a General Officer in chief command and on
active service would be impossible. At that time no doubt everyone wonld think
himsel{ both called upon and competent to criticise military arrangements, and great
would be the outery after the event, if any failure occurred; but even with such
imperfect means, I make no doubt that both Headquarter and District Staff’ would
accomplish all that might be possible, and that with judgment as circumstances
required they would overcome criticism by the result of their labour.

Rifle practice has been carried out as usualgat the various ranges; too much
practice cannot be given to soldiers in this essential, in which, with the arms of
precision of modern days extaordinary skill is required; a knowledge of rifle shoot-
ing is therefore of paramount importance,and a skilful use of the rifle an imperative
necessity in every trained military force. In a country where the population scem
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h.‘!ave & reliunce upon a special exemption from danger, it is hardly possible to
p‘eirsnda“lbem of the nccessity for any serious military preparation, or that to fore-
stall any disagreeable eventuality is often the best mode to prevent its occurrence ; it
would be only affectation to refrain from self protection through a sensitive foeling
that our intentions might be misinterpreted. Tt is therefore most desirable t;
encourage rifle practice, not only as a national pastime and relaxation, but also neces-
8ary as an insurance for successful defence. F trust that friendly emulation in this
'valunble science may never flag. The assistance of trained Rifle Instructors is of great
importance, for it is the case that without careful instruction cartridges are frequ;ntl y
wasted in careless firing. It was on that account that two Years ago it was recom-
mended by practical officers, that until more time and better instruction could be
afforded it was desirable to rednce the quantity allowed for annual practice: but

‘w.!.wrever there is a long rifle range and a qualified Instructor, I entirely approve of
-~ the full allowance of rounds being given.

% When brigade camps were formed it was more easy to ensure proper instruction,
ough even then the time was too short for rifle practice and the other routine of

drills as well, so, much smmunition was thrown uselessly away, but the emulation

was donbtless beneficial. Unless with proper time and good instruetion, it only leads

to unsteadiness and reckless firing to hurry through a specified number of shots.
. Tltu Dominion and Provincial Rifle Associations have given valuable assistance
in making good marksmen, and in keeping alive a healthy emulation in rifle practice
A :thr(.mghout the country. These useful Associations deserve warm support, and it is
..mmeworthy to Canadians that they have for so many years past been so w;oll repre-
umed at the TmperialZrifie ranges of Wimbledon. The thanks of the Militia, the
g@plo, and the Dominion at large are due to the indefatigable efforts of Lieut,.,-(lol.
bzutv.-.aki,whu has year after yeardevoted himself with well directed zeal 1o have Canada
efficiently represented at Wimbledon, where his hospitality was as liberal
patrotic exertions were effective and acknowledged. I trust that every attention
may continue to be paid tojacquiring perfoction in the care as well as in the skilful
use of the rifie.  Additional emulation would donbtless be inspired by the institution
of 4 badge similar to that’worn in the army, to be supplied by the Militia 7D0p:ll‘t—
ment, and distributed to the best shots in each cor
to be worn on the arm.

f I have the honor to present the Reports of the following Staff of‘ the Domirion,
ViZ. :—

as his

ps after the annual practice, and

Lient.-Cols. Strange and Irwin, of the Royal Artillery, the Dominion Inspectors
and Commandants of the Gunnery Schools.

L‘ieut.-(}ol. Hewett, Royal Enginecrs, the Commandant of the Kingston Mili-
tary College. These will be found to embrace tw

0 ods endi tively i
i P peri ing respectively in

—

The Deputy Adjutants General of the twelve Military Districts of the Dominion,
extending from Nova Scotia to Vancouver’s Island.

In these Reports detailed information can be found, as well as some useful and
practical local suggestions worthy of consideration.

I may specially refer to a proposition of Lieut.-Col. Irwin, to disband the
Garrison Batteries at Trenton, Napanee, Goderich, Collingwood, St. Catherines, Port
Hope, Cobourg, and five of the seven in the Ottawa Brigade, as no defensive works
oxist at any of the stations named. The Sarnia Battery is in a useful place, but it
has not trained since 1874. It is, therefore a question whether it should not be dis-
banded also, or remodelled, as such inllifforence to training should not be overlooked,
Garrison Batteries he again suggests, should not be trained only as Infantry, which
if limited to the twelve days without special drills at leisure times, is barely enough
to make a recruit steady and handle his rifle, and therefore they should be brought
to the nearest fort or work where guns of position are mounted and proper instrue-
tors at hand. This is likewise the opinion of Lieut.-Col. Strange, in which T fully
concur, and have therefore recommended the formation of Garrison Brigades of foar
batteries each at Quebec and Kingston to man those fortified works, with the instrue-
tion of the Artillery Schools.

~ Iam glad to know that the Garrison Brigade of Artillery at Montreal is being
rapidly reorganized. From one canse or another this once excellent brigade has
latterly been in loss efficient order, but that is only temporary. Artillerymen in
Montreal are specially necessary should the line of outworks on the opposite side of
the St. Lawrence be constructed to cover the approaches to that city from the south
and to protect the Victoria Railway Bridge, and that cver the Ottawa at St. Anne’s.
The want of a drill shed in Montreal is greatly felt. I cannot understand the
apathy and neglect of the city authorities in this continued indifference to the train-
ing of their Militia and the storage of their arms and clothing. The condition of the
present ruinous building is simply a disgrace to an opulent city such as Montreal, the
commercial capital of the Dominion, which has been twice saved this year from a
turbulent mob by the alacrity with which the brigado of Militia, over 1,000 strong
turned out, and by the moral effect of their presence, without recourse to arms, saved
the city frem being wrecked. Some years ago a sum of $12,000 was advanced to the
Corporation of Montreal to assist in the construction of a drill shed, on
the understanding that the city should maintain and keep it in repair.
But it was so badly built that before being long crected the roof collapsed from
the weight of snow, leaving but little of the building of any use.  The city has been
often pressed to rebuild the shed in compliance with the bargain under which they
obtained the $12,000.. They passively abstain from any action whatever, which,
under the circumstances is a position not easily or agreeably defined. I suggest
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that proceedings be taken at law to recover the 812,000 now due to the Government
and that the building be restored and made fit for use. It is hardly fair that reg,i
ments should be put to the expense of hiring the' skating rink and other
buildings for their evening drills. And it is really the case that the armourios
temporarily fitted for the purpose are neither secure from robbers, nor defen-
sible from attack in case of riot. This ecity, which spends millions of dollars on
parks, public buildings, and contributions for Railways, abstains from affording
shelter to the volunteer force, who not only pay their share of taxes, but protect the
merchants and tradesmen of the city. The drill sheds, I believe, in every other city,
as well as in many towns, and some country villages, are nol only spacious and
convenient, but are very much usedfor drill. and for armouries and stores. Some of
these city armouries are really in admirable order, and it afforded me pleasure to
8ee arms as neatly cleaned and regularly stacked as in the Tower of London.

Licut.-Col. Maunsell alludes in some detail to the disastrous conflagration in St.
John, New Brunswick, in June last. The service of the Militia was made use of
for the protection of hife and property. The Mayor applied to Halifax for a detach-
ment of regular Infontry; quite a needless proceeding, as the Militia could have been

t'irawn m from surrounding districts of New Brunswick to take the place of the force
in the city whose arms and clothing were unfortunately burnt.

Lient.-Col. Maunsell has made some suggestions deserving consideration. I
ag:ree with him in much, especially his opinion of the necessity for drill and disci-
pline :-md experienced leaders. On thatpoint I think there is no dissentient voice, but
for this development we want funds to establish training schools, which even, the
n.rmod and mounted Frontier Police at the Cape of Good Hope, haw;e long ago estab-
lished with marked success at King Williamstown, British Kafraria. gu;ly this
. great Dominion will soon bein a position and a temper to give its Militia (and though

not under my command, the North-West Mounted Police also) similar advantages.

The recent addition to the Indian population of the prairies
large body of Sioux under the notorious Chief « Sitting Bull,” '
for increased precautions and strength; and especially fo
efficiency of the North-West Mounted Police. From my personal experience of this
valuable body of men I ean speak in high terms of approval. In my Report subse-
quent to my journey through the North-West Territories two years ago, I ventured
to recommend a depdt and training establishment in Ontario for oﬂice;s
horses of the North-West Police, to be an obvious necessity ; ’

instruction before joining their troops go widely detached ove
those pathless prairies. ‘

by the arrival of a
at Cypress Hills, calls
r the greatest possible

men and
to spend six months for
r the spacious region of

Three years ago T ventured to refer to a subject which, T am afraid, will not be

generally acceptable: I mean the comparative ili i ;
: facilit . i
titles in the higher grades are obtained, g i sty gl e
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The rank of Licutenant-Colonel for instance, which in the Royal Army is acquired
after twenty or moro years spent in a world-wide service, and sometimes in addition
before the encmy, is in Canada Jobtained in a much less time, merely by a scale of
years and the good fortune of thelrecipient to live long enongh. Consequently, the
higher runks have become too eommon and too numerous, and therefore lose much
of the weightand distinction they deserve and receive in regular armies. Promotion
by brevet is obtained by regulation after five years in each rank, no matter what
gervice the recipient may or may not have had. It is therefore only a question of

- simple calculation when all the officers of Canadian Militia now serving, no matter

what their regimental rank may be, will become Licutenant-Colonels, beyond which
they cannot rise. This cannotsurely be right, and appears so unreasonable as likely
to become by-and-bye almost ridiculous. It might be a cause of difficulty, if not
of mortification, should the Queen’s Troops and Canadian Militia be called upon to
act together, because inexperienced officers could not fill positions of responsibility,
which their relative rank might indicate. Every officer should be eligible for a step
of rank for conspicuous or gallant service, but as a gencral rale, I think promotion
from grade to grade should be less easy of acquirement, and would therefors be
move highly estcemed.§°1 refrain through delicacy from suggesting a special modi-
fication, but I know the good sense of the Militia officers will support my views, and
I invite their own solution of the question.

I do not think the $10,000 granted for so ealled Schools of Military Instruetion in
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, give a satisfactory return for such an outlay. Ido
not see that the officers in these provinces are better instructed than those elsewhere;
in fact in Hulifax T almost was impressed unfavorably, but certainiy there was some
excuse from a heavy downpour of rain which prevented my testing their acquirements
sufficiently, as well assome want of steadiness, perhaps experience in the modeof hand-
ling the Brigade. In the Maritime Provinces, where the Queen’s Troops are stationed at
Haiifax, more use should be made of the instruction that is available and would be given
if applied for. Attendance at regimental instruction would be far more profitable than
in temporary Military Schools of this deseription, and therefore, if such schools are an
advantage (which I am informed they were notfound to be when they did exist) they
ought to be in other provinces than those where the benefit of the Queen’s Troops is
closo at hand. The sum of 850 bestowed upon each student who goes throngh a
perfunetory course and obtains a Certificate, may be some inducement forattendance
in spare hours on winter evenings; but there is no surety that these young men will
become available or scek employment in the Militia.

The Staff consists of the Deputy Adjutant General, as Commandant, receiving
a dollar and twenty-five cents per diem.

The Brigade Major, as Adjutant, one dollar per diem.

A Medical Officer, seventy-five cents per diem.



Two Instructors under forty students, at one dollar per diem, each.
A third instructor over forty students, at one dollar per diem.

The Halifax School at present represents forty-one students, and the daily cost
six dollars. I think this might be saved, and better instruction obtained by classes
formed upon the Regiments of Regular Infantry.

I believe I have touched upon nearly cvery point calling for comment in a
general Report of this natare. Were I to enter into details, there is much more remain-
ing tobesaid ; but T only wish to inspire more encouragement from the representatives
of the people towards those patriotic men who are willing, not only to stand in the
front rank for the land of their birth or their adoption, but also in defence of the

British name and the British ﬂag, any have honourably volunteered to do during
the past significant year.

The Volunteers have gone 1 =-n:n many phases of public opinion and public
feeling. There was a time, when -5‘5 as a military body they were overpraised in
the early days of the movement, simply because it was thought a case of national
need, and a number of public spiritedfCanadians came forward and took upon them-
selves what by law is everybody’s duty, namely military service for home defence ;
then later on when peace was safe afid a!l things righted, they gradually got a colder
shoulder, partly because apprehension had passed away, partly because, though

still popular,"they were considered a en on the exchequer when not wanted for
immediate use, - |

.
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, I hope soon to see this force re,i_nrning to increased popularity ; their ph ysiqne
in general is superior to the lads at present taken for the British line. I have heen
often struck with the effective dmplsy of this physically fine body of men who
through good or ill repute, encouraged by public opinion or net, believing it
desirable the force should exist, h:{ve with becoming pride held togethor and I
believe if called upon to-morrow, ;would be as numerous and as willing as at
any previous period of their history. 1 Nothing could show this more strongly than
the national spirit which offered vo! teers for service in Earope this year, should
Great Britain have required more mﬁl although itis contrary to the constitution and
nature of the force. 1know that many Militia Colonels feel confident that their
regiments if invited would Wlhnglynicapt active service in aid of the Empire, and
I hovor the spirit which inspi theso patriotic men; they deserve every

encouragement, and I trust when the financial condition of the countr y rebounds,

that this valuable force may receive the attention they deserve from their country-

men. We are not aggresive: our system is defence, not defiance, but we must try to
maintain efficiently the strong rightarm that enables us to hold our own : and should
the assistance of this country ever be required as a member of the British family, it
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shonld not be treated merely as a recruiting ground, but dealt with as a powerful
and loyal auxiliary of the Empire. To this end, under the disturbed conditions of the
political horizon in the old world, we should in Canada inculeate and encourage by
every means we can afford the solidity and the efliciency of the splendid body of
men whose services are at our disposal.

There is some danger lest a country may be misled by military statistics and an
outside show of numerical force when real military strength is still wanting. The
accidents—so to speak—of an army sometimes tend to conceal its weakness in place
of adding to its strength, by the influence brought to bear upon sentiment. Bright
uniforms, stirring music, and a few showy mancuvres, do not prove that real require-
ments of an army are available. For the military or naval professions special
culture and training are quite as necessary as for that of the statesman, the lawyer
or the physician, and the knowledge of life and discretion in dealing with mankind,
in acquiring and inspiring a confidence that will ensure moral respect and command
obedience, are more called for in these than in any other position of life. It ix better to
maintain a small force so educated as to serve as a nucleus for a greater, than to
have a large force which we cannot afford to drill or move, and where some of those who
subordinately command may know little more than those who are called on to obey.
Trainel officers and non-commissioned officers are therefore an absolute necessity
to prevent the disaster that would follow in case of war, when troops unaided by such
preparation might too late be found merely multitudes of armed undisciplinea men.
Bvery chain is only strong in proportion to its weakest link. The officer, the non-
commissioned officer and the intelligent” staff are the main links and shackles of
every army ; the rank and file are but the machine easily put in order for use ; their
value consists in courage, obedience and thorough knowleige in the use of their
cannon and their rifles.

I trust that some of the many members of the Militia who represent constituen
cies in Parlinment may undertake to hold up their voices on their behalf. I have
often felt how meagre is the support the Militia receives from those who by practical
experience of their requirements, have it in their power to make their case clear
before the Legislature, Some of the indifference shown towards the Militia when
no alarm is rife, only arises from want of the information and warm support their
officers who are in Parliament might reasonably be expected to advocate.

I trust it will be felt that the few suggestions I have ventured to make are
submitted with all deference from the wmilitary adviser of the Government I have the
honor temporarily to serve; they are suggested solely with the motive of utility and
advantage to the military force of the Dominion, and these remarks aro meant in no
spirit of dictation, but only as the exponents of professional views, which I hope,
as opportunity and circumstances permit, may be duly weighed and considered.
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Unless an argument is fairly stated it is hardly possible to grapple with it,

I came here with willingness to cast my lot for & time in thisimportant Dominion,
which is advancing step by step into a great future; desiring by every means to aid
in the work I undertook as one of the stable foundations of national progress. I
determined to apply the administrative and active experience gained in many distant
lands to the furtherance of that object, to theimprovement of the national defences of
the country, while peacefully pursuing the arts of commerce and manufacture under
the strong arm ofits power. History teaches us, and our experience assures us, every
natiqn must possess that power that wishes to rank as such, and to live in peace.
And T truly hope that whenever the time may arrive for me to leave these shores
where in my path of duty I have made many agreeable acquainzances and I think,
some friends, I may not have to reflect that I do so with the disappointed feeling of
having, even through unforeseen and unavoidable circumstances, been able to effect
but little for the solid improvement of the national forces over which I have the honor
to be temporarily placed. :

It is unnecessary for me to make any allusion to works of defence for this
enormous terraqueous region comprising three million and a half square miles; they
could not just now be conveniently afforded, and they are not emergent. We have the
report of the Defence Commission of 1862,and that ot General Sir William J ervois,Royal
Engincers, of 1865, to serve as our guides when required, and we have practical
lectures and able brochures of Colonel Fletcher, who has devoted much study to the
subject, in addition. To expect Canada to erect and build fortifications which con-
sidered from a purely strategic point of view might be thought necessary, would
probably at present be beyond our’reasonable means; but we shall 1 hope maintain
in complete repair those we possess.

We must never allow the fortifications of Quebec and Kingston to fall into bad
repair; they should have a larger armament of rifled guns when we can afford to
convert them. Montreal should be covered by a line of defensive works on the right
bank of the St. Lawrence, sufficiently distant to save the city from damage by
artillery or rifle fire and similar works to cover the railway bridge near Vaudreuil
at the junction of the Ottawa and St. Lawrence. While Toronto should have a line
of earthworks running east and west about three miles from the shores of the Lake,
in connection with Scarboro’ Heights, utilizing ordnance land which the Corporation of
that city are making strennous efforts to get into their possession for the crection of
Exhibition buildings. It is needless to allude here to entrenched camps with advance
redoubts, which of course would be resorted to in case of commotion. Such camps
in well chosen positions in various parts of the country, would be strongholds from
whence columns of troops could operato with a safe base of supply and defence to fall
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back on, and they would give ger;erdl confidence to the population as rallying points
and for protection of their property.

Gun boats and armed steamers on our Lakes and Rivers would of course become
paramountly necessary in any serious operations. These may never be required, or at
any rate at such a remote distance of time as to render their present consideration of
no moment.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

ED. SELBY SMYTH,
Fieut.-General,

The Hon. Minister of Militia and Defence,
Ottawa.



- APPENDIX No. 1.

MILITARY DISTRICT No. 1.

HEADQUARTERS,
Lonpow, 3 December 1877,

g Bm&’h—l have the honor to forward for submission to the]General Officer in com-
mand, the accompanying Inspection Report of the corps of Active Militia in the
, it under my command, which have performed their annual drill for the year
1”8‘17 , in obedience toﬁonaral orders of the 11th May, 1877.

e Active Militia Force in this Distriet consists of the following corps, who are
| provided with arms, accoutrements and uniform :—

The 1st Begunenf. ofﬁavulr : '
The London Tield B e _ ;

- And the following Battalions of Infantry and Rifles, vis :—

The 7th London ;

22nd # Oxford Rtﬂea,
24th « Kmt e ,

25th ¢ Kl ,

26th « Mi s

) ’Z’ﬂb (5 Imm ” ;

" and

%ﬁlnda Bant Companies of Leamington and Windsor.

. ang;mord:g?m the redm strength of companies, as ordered in 1875, a tola
.m%?;l ?&?}Q‘b and 3,626 non-commissioned officors and men, with eight field
guns res.

In accordance with ﬂn instructions limiting the number of Active Militia for
i[il'l - Distriet No. 1 !brﬂxiayﬁar’s drill to 2,350, the following corps were “duly

i to perform their drill, viz :

18t Regimen Onuhy under ¢ommand of Lieut.-Colonel Cole;

The London Field Battery, under command of Major Peters ;

'_We Fie!dBom-y, nnder command of Major A. H. Macdonald ;
Mqo:- 'I‘homson

;Mﬂi 'Bmtﬂion, mﬂawmmand ofIdont.Ool. Smith
27th Battalion, under command of Lieut.-Col. Davis ;
32nd Battalion, under command of Lieut.-Col. Spmu
33rd Battalion, under command of Lient.-Col. Ross: and

4 s_'lgxe Windnor Infantry ﬁompmy,




CAVALRY,

I iﬂeoled the four Troops of the lst Regiment of Cavalry at their own

local L uarters; they turned out clean and soldierlike, the l'Ixying:;nwille Troop

ing rem ﬂmbly well mounted, and evidently taking much pride in their corps, A

: instructor is however much needed for all the troops, who are very anxdous
to become proficient in their drill.

ARTILLERY.

Being on other duty, I ‘was unable to inspect the London Field Battery, which
rformed their drill in camp here, and was inspected by the Inspector of Artillery.
Fm, however, informed that he expressed himself vory well satisfied with them,

I inspected the Wellingmn Field Battery at their camp at Guelph; the
marched in full strength, and I found the Battery in every respect very efficient, all
of the officers being most painstaking and zealous, thinking nothing a trouble that
would improve the efficiency of their corps. I regret, however, having to report that
this corps should not have been able t) perform their annual shot and shell practice
this season, on account of there not being any range sufficiently safe and convenient.
Last year they were obliged to limit their practice at Puslinch Range on account of
the danger of accidents, and I hope they may, in future, be permitted to have some
days of extra drill to enable them to march to the Oakville Range for the practice.

I must also report the London Field Battery are much in the same conditior
with respect to obtaining the use of a range for shot and shell practice, and it is to be
hoped that arrangements may be sanctioned by which these two most efficient Bat.
teries may have the opportunity of performing such an important portion of their

INFANTRY AND RIFLES.

The Infantry and Rifle Companies, with the exception of the Tth Battalion at
London, performed company drill at their own local eadquarters, and generally
preferred to drill in consecutive days, instead of during the evenings. Many of them
were eucamped for their drill, the tents and blankets being proviged by the Militia
Department. They also fired twenty rounds of blank ammunition, per man, prac-
tising skirmishing, and twenty rounds of ball at target practice. Upon my inspection
of the several Companies during their drill, T have to report that I found their arms,
with very few exceptions, in good order and well taken care of, their aceoutrements
clean and their uniform seiviceable; new uniform has been invariably issued from
headquarters without delay, as soon as the requisition was made, so that the Com-
panies were all well clothed.

A few rifles in each Company roﬂnire trifling repairs, which it would be advan-
tageous should be attended to by a duly qualified armorer, 80 that every rifle may be
fit fo'.][-'h immediate service.

. The Companies, at my inspection, went through squad eompany and some skirm-
ishing drill, and taking into consideration the fe\?vg daﬁ théy toy;')ractice, and that
the majority of the men were recruits, I can report that they appeared to have made

megligence on the part of the men.

he 7th Battalion was inspected at London by the General Officer in command,
the Com panies lgavmi performed their drill by consecutive days in day time instead
of at evening drill, which is an exceptional case for a city Battalion,

1 was much struck with the numbers of recruits in every corps, nearly all the old
members of the Companies having served their time, and their places are filled by fine
young men, mostly the sons of farmers in the neighborhood. I noticed that a better
class 0{" men have now joined the force. [ might give as an example the 22nd Bat-
talion “Oxford Rifles,” the eight Companies of which turned out in full strength,

g p—_

and the Battalion (always a good one) has never appeared to me to have a finer or
more respectable class of men in its ranks. The same remark will apply to other

oorps, and I was f'roquenthyf told by the Captains that they could have turned out
(1

their Companies without difficulty up to the old strength of fifty-five men, and that
the respoectuble young men of the locality appear more willing to join than formerly.

QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS,

But now that the great majority of each Company consists of recruits, I find a
serious difficulty in obtaining the services of properly qualified officers and non-com-
missioned officers, and unless Infantry Schools are opened or some other method of

. providing duly qualified officers and non-commissioned officers, I fear the result will

8oon be a serious detriment to the efficiency of the force,

)
BATTALION CAMPS.

I’have to report a very generally expressed wish, both by officers and men, that
the coming year’s drill should be in camp. I believe that regimental camps will be
found most snitable, as the Companies are, practically speaking, ignorant of battalion
drill, and should be quietly drilled by their own Regimental Officers in regimental
camps, before going into Brigade camp ; and having for the last two years been drilled
as isolated companies, it is very important that they should have some practical
knowledge of battalion drill.

TARGET PRACTICE.

Should the coming year’s drill take place in Battalion camps, I would beg to
recommend that a small monetary prize be given to the best shooting Company in
each Battalion; this would be of much Senefit to insure the more careful carrying
out of the proper regulations for target practice.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

JOHN B. TAYLOR,
Lieut.-Colonel,
‘Deputy.Adjutant General Military District No. 1,

The Adjutant General -of Militia,
Ottawa,

MILITARY DISTRICT No. 2.

OLp Forr,
ToroxTto, 5th Dec., 1877.

Sir,—I have the honor to forward, for submission to the General Officer in
command, the accompanying Inspection Report of corps of the Active Militia, relative
to the performance of the annual drill of the year 1877-78, in Military District No. 2,
in accordance with the General Orders dated at Ottawa 11th May, 1877.

By the above order, the strength of the Force, in the District, was limited to
3,400 officers, non-commissioned officers and men, authorized to perform the annual
drill of this year.

In addition fo the above, 270 officers, non-commissioned officers and men who
had performed the annual drill of the previous year, were now permitted to do so
under the regulations of the above order.
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carry out the above order, the following co .
I i i rps, which had "
annual dfﬂlthe snnual drill of the year 1876-77, were now ordered to porform f?lg:

of this year.

Garri ’
Tosputo rrison Batteries.

Collingwood.

| Ify"a.ntz_-y.

20th Battlion . .cesvisresssisssvisasioes 5.0 i

Py A B e st st ompanies

36th “ A .

i b AR Rarys e s mas s are L e
L L R 8 “

3 Companies of the 44th Battalion.

L T T

>

To complete the quota, the following corps were selected by lot:

Cavalry.
Squadron Governor General’
2nd Regiment. Eer aand,
Garrison Battery.
St. Catharines. S
6, Infantry.
13th Battalion................... i
31st A S RRBSAI RS IR srenanaasheren 6 Companies.
37th 3 Wi R T T "; 7
385}1 i :c o-------. ......... .-q-.-.--.-v..c:-.. saa L
e ¢ 8 officers and 111 non commissioned officers and men,

L

Sault St. Marie Rifle Company, 1 officer and 25 N. C. oi%??:ﬁ'gusﬁ:gginen.
Ihe followin

Sl yearg corps subsequently received permission to perform the annual

2nd Military District Engineer Co
2nd Battalion, Queen’ e Riles,
A G

12th  « No. 8 Company.
The following corps not havi
bk annualrlc)lsrill : aving been selected by lot, were therefore not required
Infantry.
12th Battalion ..............
B A 7 Companies.
TTth it o8 Lo ‘e .llv--.ullllll.'l.l...l..l'-'!l— 10 i
Thus it will be
ot seen that the above three battalions have not performed any drill
InsrEOTIONS,
Cavalry.

Governor General's Bod

The two troops A

Colonel Gmrge.?J?pBezr' squadron, of the Body Guard, under the command of Li

pernission in on cier t(:“’", went Into new barracks, having obtained 31 sl
perform their annual drill (good stables for thgi:(;f::::s?

!

B3

-
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were inspected by me on the 24th September, on the Garrison Common. The
squadron presented a very creditable appearance, very fairly horsed ; were put through
the Field Cavalry movements by their commanding officer. Considering the short
time allowed for cavalry drill, performed them smartly and well. A good band
(mounted), lately organised, now belongs to this squadron.

2nd Regiment.

No. 1 Troop, St. Catharines, under the command of Major Gregory, paraded for
my . inspection at St. Catharines, on the 20th October, with the 19th Battalion.
~ " he troop paraded and moved very fairly. The material is good. The remaining
troops of this regiment were severally inspected, at their troop head quarters, by the
Brigade Majors of their respective Brigade Divisions, whose reports show the same
geal on the part of the officers commanding troops to do their best, and whose general
z%earanco and drill is reported upon favorably. Troops of cavalry labor under many

culties, when performing their annnal drill apartor separately. Time is necessarily
taken up in getting horses, saddlery, &c., in any thing like order; six consecutive
days, is but a short time for a troop of cavalry's annual drill.

I would here respeetfully suggest that the same number of days drill, be allowed
the cavalry, in the performance of their annaal drill, as is allowed the field batteries,
and when at all practicable, the drill be performed as a regiment ; when more super-
vision will be naturally exercised ; hence more efficiency attained.

Artilleryy

Toronto Field Battery.
Hamilton
Welland “

Toronto Flield Battery,

Under the command of Major Gray, having received the necessary permission
marched on the 22nd June, with praiseworthy zeal, from Toronto to Whitby, with &
full equipment, some 32 miles, halted at iniervals during the night in going and
returning without any casualty, in order tojoin the camp at Whitby, formed by the
34th battalion, under Lieut.-Colonel Wallace, who obtained permission to avail himself
of the General Order, which permitted him to perform the annual drill prior to the
30th June. This force was encamped in the Agricultural Grounds at Whitby, an
excellent place for that purpose, good accommodation, &ec.

Lieutenant-Colonel Scoble with a detachment of the Toronto Engineer Company,
also joined the camp, with the view of rendering service in throwing up an earthwork.

The camp was under the command of Licutenant-Colonel Wallace, 34th Battalion.

The force paraded for my inspection on the 28th June, on a common adjacent to
the town, Whi(j‘)l presented a very creditable appearance, especially the Field Battery.
After the nsual inspection and marching past, the force was divided into two columns
which proceeded through the town with the supposed intention of reducing an earth-
work, which had been very cleverly thrown up previously, near the harbonr, by the
Engineer Company, assisted by fatigue parties from the 34th Battalion. After
passing through the town, fire was opened by the Field Battery upon the work, which
ultimately blew up. Lieutenant-Colonel Strange, R. A., Inspector of Artillery, with
Majors Holmes “A” Battery, was present on this occasion. ;

This officer, who had previously arrived at Whitby in order to inspect the Field
Battery, kindly rendered both advice and assistance. :

Lieutenant-Colonel Denison, Brigade Major, rendered good service with the
Infantry. I am happy to report that no accident or casualty oceurred during the
day, although the town was crowded to excess by the country people.



: ; Hamilton Field Ba‘!ta-y o
This Battery, under the command 8 e
Burlington, somie 9 miles, on the lake :{ooaptam Smith, marched from Hami lton to

Dm::sthe'perfomnnoo of its annual dril] i?i . end healthy, whero !t encam

i y
ﬁ:m \Sipexrance of the Battery as well as it;"”P“’dr!n, dMi ' e 0y the 7th July. The

of i - iy
its members, which when Inquired into, did not redound to the credit o

is Battery was i e ¢
of mmer;‘?’ previously inspected by Lieutenant-Colonel Strange, R,

Welland Canal Field Battery.

Toronto. Garrison Batteries.
Collingwood.

g t part of a Pi 4 5
e water, from t P ier bridge, wh : )
erected, c’al'ﬁfl’llly ?ﬂ ;1‘3 ‘:&;Jlll?anllqrment. Also dismangtled a.wg :;ast,?l efully lowered

attenti e 0 acciden P dge, previousl
ntion had been paid in the instruction :; tgigec:,gop‘;i;hews’ that %O’tl}) care anﬂ

I
i ;h?e]gcity Battalions. Wiy,
n attali g
10th Royal:!?%rqo;l?o: Rifles, Toronto,
13th Battalion, Hamilton,

Pam e 2nd Battalion ¢. 0, Rifles
Novembere in fall strength (in fact over its stren

by. C&ptair: OF inspection by the General Officer co

h
Smyth, A. D. ¢ i taxday afternoon, 17th

s - 2 mmandi :
this oceasion, »In the Quepn s Park, which wgg'vvevf; ;ﬁzf (;comg:{lined
After the parade was oy rowded on

Colonel Otter, also .over, the General called th :
him.sal{:in gm;ai i tht:ril:li Ogi vers, to the front, :vl?:[:n l:Landéng Officer, Lieut.
movements which we » On the appearance of the Battnlioi ’ ;’:gr‘:i ee:épé"esse(:

! Hieren

has been furnished with gy CP&h- [ must i -
men, urnished with busbies, at the expensel;cf)'ttggngotxﬁ e R

commissioned officers and

10th Battalion ( Royals,)

) good order.
ne. Lieut. Colonel Stollery,

who commands the Battalion, as well as his officers deserve much eredit, for their
exertions in thus improving the Battalion.

13th Battalion— Hamilton.

This battalion was inspected by the General Officer commanding, accom-
panied by Captain Smyth, A. D. C,, in the Hamilton Drill Shed, on the evening of
the 13th November. .

The battalion mustered strong (in fact over its strength) and elicited from the
General, after the parade was over, words of warm commendation with what
he had seen of the battalion and the manner in which the different exercises and
movements were performed, expressed to the Commanding Officer and his field
officers, .[Jieut.-(}olljonel Skinner, who commands the battalion, was present on this
oceasion, although unable, from an accident, to take command. Major and Brevet
Lieut.-Colonel Trving commanding the parade.

No. 8 Company, 12th Battalion.

Thig Company has been lately re-organized, at Yorkville, under the command of
Captain Vidal. I haveseldom seen a finer body of young men, paraded clean and
soldierlike ; all their appointments, arms, &e.. in good order. Captain Vidal deserves
much credit for his exertions in thus re-organizing this company Their company drill
also was very good.

19tk Battalion.

This battalion under the command of Lieut-Colonel the Honoralle J. G.
Currie, assembled at its battalion headquarters, St. Catharines, in order to perform
its annual drill, was inspected by me on the 20th October.

The appearanee of the battalion was decidedly good. Arms, clothing, accoutre-
ments in good order. Manual, firing exercises as well as battalion movements weore
well done. The Licut.-Coloncl commanding had evideutly taken more than ordinary
attention with his battalion.

20th Battalion (Rifles.)

Nos. 2, 3, and 4 Companies, under the command of their respective Captains,
paraded for my inspection, in a field adjoining George-Town, on the afternoon of
the 28th September. Lieut.-Colonel Murray (who commands the battalion,) and
Major Allan being present. These companies mustered well and looked well. Arms,
accoutrements and clothing in good order. After the manual and firing exercises
were fairly performed Lieut-Colonel Murray put them through some battalion
movements which were creditably done.

No. 6 Company of this battalion (Acton) was inspected by Lieut.-Colonel
Murray, on the 4th October, who reported favorably.

The remaining companies, of this battalion were ins cted by Lieut.-Colonel
Villiers, Brizade Major, whose reports were favourable. This battalion performed its
annual drill by companies.

31st Battalion.

Nos. 2 (Meaford), 3 (Leith), 1and 5 (Owen Sound), companies, paraded at their
respective company Head Quarters on the 29th and 30th of June, for my inspection.
These companies all mustered well, arms and appointment clean and in gt?od‘order,
Company drill good. These Captains deserve more than ordinary credit for the
manner in which they turned out their companies. ey

Captain Telford, No. 3 Company, ordered his Company to advance and skirmish,
and by bugle calls, entirely, put these through their companies skirmish drill.

g g T e
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The remaining . pecti SCAETRS o e
company Head Qumml'.lpanm med their annual drill at their respective

eut.-Colonel Brodie commands this battalion.

36th Battalion—Lieut.-Colonel Gracy

Nos. 1 and 3 companies, Captai andi
: ‘ ptains commandi . i {
Lgricultural Grounds at Brampton inthe aftern[-loo:l: o -th:g:}? g;t?iia:-fm e

& highly of these two Companies, as hi i
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drigade Major, who reported very fai

. : 3 ; airly of them, state of
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arms, accoutrements,

3Tth Battalion (Rifles.)

This battalion under the command of T
battal ; e Lieut.-Colonel Davi ster
g:nr?n:n?ﬁ;l a;ta: nil lialc ::d xti battalion Headqnu.rters, York, County of% ;}i:l&?&iﬁ:’ﬁnﬁnd
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38th Battalion (Rifles.)
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sy 1 vfolk) and d
45 nspected by Lieut.-Colonel Villiers, Bridage ‘;{a:i:;:?nm&ef;)f;mzoﬁag?

the 24th September. Consider:
- . . idering t 4t :
mcluding the marching in and g'uthg: hort time allowed for drill, 6 consecutive days,

paies hud to travel, to reach the Batialion her s, 078 distances’ nearly all the com.

Al > ttalion h
the¥progress in drill was satisfactory, the mudﬁgqoia:ltjariﬁeﬂlﬁazgﬁ:i TRRore that

44th Battalion,

Inspeeted No. 1
Stevensville, their raspaney "G, L0T0I 3, 4t Chippowa; 4, at Fort Torio; 7
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With reference to the performance of their annual drill, the general muster of
the force, by corps, was decidedly good, better than usual, drill better than could
be expected considering the short time allowed, which T can only account for, on the
gupposition that there was less changing going on, the men must have remained more
stationary, less inducements for them to move.

Sault Ste. Marie Rifle Company.

This Company, under the command of Major Wilson, was inspected by Lientenant
Colonel Denison, Brigade Major, on the 9th November.

This officer’s report shews that Major Wilson has paid every attention to his
company and all their appointments, all in good order. The company paraded
with two rifled mountain guns, which they handled very well in the field.

This officer deserves much eredit for his zeal and attention in the public service.

Lieutenant-Colonel Denison, Brigade Major, who was detained at the Sault by stress
of weather, rendered every assistance to this company!during the perfofmance of
their drill.

TARGET PRACTICE.

Owing toithe very limited time for the Annual Drill, the Target Practice for
this year has not been efficiently carried out. As target practice or rifle shooting, is,
I might almost say, the very life of the Force as so much depends upon it, I would
respectfully urge more time be given to this important branch. Connected there-
wign, Rifle Instruction, * Drill Instructors” and * Rifle Instructors” are urgently
required. As a rule it is hopeless to expect good drill or good rifle practice without

instruetion ; the establishment of military schools, whereby the above instructors
could be obtained, is respectfully recommended. These schools would also give an
opportunity, which is much needed, to company officers and non-commissioned
officers to obtain certificates of qualification for promotion.

Aip ro tHE Civin. POWER.

The force in my District, has been called upon on more than one oceasion, to
aid the civil Power, in upholding law and order, which has been promptly responded
to, reports of which have been already submitted. Although the duty required has been

rformed satisfactorily, still there appears a great difficulty in obtaining from
the authorities (local) the pay for the offizers and men. As in the1cns~e at Belleville,
pay was not given to the officers and men of the Queen’s Own, for n_pw:;l».ls of six
months, and then only when compelled to do so by the officer commanding that corps
entering an action at law, a poor encouragement both to officers and men who
promptly obey orders and do their duty. ol ot

It gives me pleasure to report that Licut.-Colonels Denison and Villiers,
Brigade Majors, and Lieut.-Colonel Alger, District Paymaster, have each performed
their duties in a very satisfactorily manner.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

W. 8. DURIE, Lieut.-Colorel,
Deputy Adjutant General,
Military District No. 2.
The Adjutant General of Militia,
Head Quarters, Ottawa.

—_—
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MILITARY DISTRICT No. 3.
Derury ApjuTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Kinaston, Dec. 1st, 1877,

Sm,—I have the honor to submit, for the information of the General Office
g_om;mdmg, my annual report on the state of the Active Militia in Military Districli.;
o.
The strength of the force to be drilled in my District was 2,330 of all
including 180 allowed to drill for 1876-77. % 3 g T
Corps not performing drill in 1876-77 were first detailed for drill, and the remain-
der, to complete the quota, were selected by lot in the presence of two officers of the

Active Force.
The following is the detail :—
F 1876-177.
Four Companies’40th Battalion, numbering 176 of all ranks. % These compani
performed their drilljprior to the 30th J une, ingaccordnnce with 1}5 instmction’is. B
1877-78.
3rd Cavalry, Two Troops.
4th “  Three « pe
Kingston Field Battery.
Durham ©« «
Trenton Garrison Battery, y
Napanee ¢ i
14th Battalion,
15th #
1iith 4
40th £ Three Companies,
46th  « % il
| 47th Four Companies.

Ji 57th i

The following Corps were relieved from drill for 1877-78 :—
drd Cavalry, One Troop.
i i

4th
Cobourg Garrison Bat g
\ Port E%pe “ “ulry

ig:ﬁ Bntt‘?lion, Two Companies.
47th  « Three Companies,

48th  «
49th e
The dr; : i
b l{:y, ;ﬁ!‘_s:-hnve been performed in accordance with the General Orders of the
Cavarry.
3rd Provisional Regiment,
The Peterborough and Cobour is regi '
" b g Troops of this regiment ha i
ghll t:;d were ms&ected me, the former on the lzrig&p;mb;eageg::?b%dr: helllr
latter on the 23rd November at Cobourg. T

11
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_The Peterborough Troop performed the drill in eight days. The men were

billeted in the Agricultural building, blankets being supplied from the Government
store. The arms, accoutrements, clothing and saddlery, were clean and in good order.
Horses good but not as fine as last year. The men were rationed at one of the hotels,
paying 35 cents a day. The forage ration cost 40 cents, owing to hay and oats bein
ve?r dear this year in this section of the country. The drill was very well performe
and the sword exercise very fair.
The Cobourg Troop performed the drill in six days, the men drilling six hoursa
day. The men turned out without uniform, the clothing for this troop not having
arrived from Europe in time for the annual training. The weather was so wet on the
day of inspection that I was prevented from seeing the men atdrill, and had to content
myself with inspecting them aud their horses under a shed. The armsand saddlery
have been recently: issued and are quite new. The troop is composed of a fine body
of men, and, with a few exceptions, well horsed. A few men were mounted on hired
horses, which I consider objectionable.

4th Provisional Regiment.

Three Troops of this regiment (Kingston, Picton and Napanee) performed their
drill together in camp at Bath in eight days, and were inspected by me on the 25th
June. Camp equipage was supplied from the military store, the regiment defraying
all transport charges. The camp was under the command of Lieat.-Col. Duff, and the
site selected was on the Lake shore, about half-a-mile east of the village of Bath, and
was well adapted for the purpose. The duties of the camp were carried on with
regularity, and I was glad to observe a miarked improvement in the general appear-
ance of the men. The arms, accoutrements, clothing and saddlery were clean, and
the horses good, especially those of the Picton Troop. The drill and sword exercise
was performed in a very creditable manner, the Kingston Troop being the best up
in their drill. The men’s rations cost 20 cents, and the forage rations 30 cents,
The conduct of the men whilst in camp was excellent, and there were no complaints.
The Picton Troop paraded without belts, as those forwarded to them this year were
found to be of an obsolete pattern, and were therefore not issued to the men. I must
again beg to remark that the serge trowsers issued are totally unfit for cavalry, and
will not last the required time.

ARTILLERY.

The Kingston Field Battery went into camp for twelve days at the Artillery
Park, Kingston, and were inspected by Lieut.-Col. Irwin on the 26th June. This
battery twrned out in good order ; accoutrements, clothing and h:l!'ﬂ‘(':_s‘s rl(-.':m, onns
well horsed, and the field movements performed with precision, eliciting _hfvural_nle
comments from the Inspecting Officer, who expressed himself perfectiy satisfied with
the progress made sinco last inspection. The conduct of the men whilst in camp was
satisfactory. ‘

The Durham Field Battery went into camp at Port Hope for l\\'c[::u days, :L_nd
were inspected by the Inspeou;r of Artillery on the 29th of June. Brigade Major -
Lieut.-Col. Worsley accompanied the Inspecting Officer, and I regret to say that he
was unable to report favorably on the state of this baltery, the horses being poor,
and the discipline, I have reason to believe, somewhat slack. I trust that next
year’s report may be more favorable. ) 2y o

The Napanee Garrison Battery was inspected by Bt. Lieut.-Col. Cotton, © A" Bat-
tery, on the 24th July. The men turned out clean and per!ormql l‘heu* company
drill, manugl and firing exercises, in a satisfuctory manner, considering that there
were thirty recruits in the ranks. Obly one squad had been practiced in gun
drill, and these men did not appear to have much knowledge of stores or ammuni-
tion. Lieut.-Col. Cotton will doubtless report the result of his inspection.

The Trenton Garrison Battery was inspected by Lieut.-Col. Irwin on the Z ith
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Nov., and I being unable to accompany him, having otherfengagements at th
time. He will report on the state of this battery. Ith?ﬁ-itwon]_ be an improv:
ment to the Foree if these two Garrison Batteries wero changed to Rifle Companies,
unless some means can be_sdopted for imparting better instruction in gun_drill,
such as moving them to Kingston to undergo their annual training in Fort Henry,
where they would have the benefit of qualified instructors,
INFANTRY.
L4th Battalion. A

The 14th Battalion performed the drills in the evenings on the parade groun
attached to the Drill Shed, Kingston, and was inspected by me on [;he 13t§ g ul;}.
After maiching past in column and quarter column, the Battalion was wheeled into
line and put through the manual and firing exercises by the Adjutant, Captain
Gordon, and afterwards throngh battalion movements by Lieut.-Colonel Kerr, which
they performed in a most creditable manner. Their advance and retire in lice was
especially good, and the skirmishing drill also. Short rifles and new clothing have
- been issued to this corps since last inspection, and I have much pleasure in reporting

that the Bultalion presented an excellent appearance on parade on the day of inspec-
tion, reflecting much credit on both officers and men.

15th Battalion.

This corps having been thoroughly reorganized, went into camp at Belleville
iverformmg the drill in six days. and wyt;.s insri;gected by me on the 1BI:h Sepnemberj
877. The Battalion marched past and performed afew battalion movements and
nhru(l)lag;ug gntg under bt‘;ho tf:.ommand of Lieut.-Colonel Lazier,
£ to the number of recruits and the shortness of the time for training, the
were not practised in the manual and firing exercises, but in other respects the driiylv
:vi;ns v fgry fair. Tam glad to say that theve appears to be a desire on the part of all
he officers to bring the corps into a thorough state of efficiency, and I therefore trust
that next year I may be able to report a marked improvement. Much could not be
expected this year, as all but fifteen were recruits. New clothing has been issued to
this corps beh_;‘ro it was entitled to it, but on the condition that it shall last the pres-
eribed period from the date on which it would have been entitled to the issue. The
arms and accoutrements were fairly clean, and the men were rationed by officers
commuanding companies at 25 eents per ration, this sum including the purchase of
111'1;:55 tins, &c. The conduct of the men was reported good and their health excellent.
e armoury has been refitted by Lieut.-Colonel Lazier, at his own expense, and each
man 1s now provided with a locker for his accoutrements, clothing, &e. The arms
;reo placed in circular racks in the armoury, and I trust that henceforth there may
n(i' in::l)lr};c(lnitxclgnems_ to report in the equipment of this Battalion.
P Nk < ’t g:;ilo{..?s:z.lex- is deserving of great credit for his efforts to promote the

16th Battalion.

Six Companies of this co erformed the dri i i
om : : rill at their respective headquarter
:::’ch ma;e ll'lsp?ctﬁd by me on?fﬁgrent days in November. Thgy turned t?tlltmverz;
gy 2:&' tf:'ver_\ man in uniform. The arms and accoutrements were clean, and the
oo mlacltorxly performed, considering that the Battalion has not drilled for four
zeeo g &Tn [a:n ::}(é:thul[ the fl:n?;ld “t?o the ranks were recruits, The Wellington and Con-
mp aving fai turn out, and the office inc i

left the limits, I would recommend that t!;ey be diabander?l i

40th Battalion.

Four Companies of this corps per i At i
L, performed their drill in camp : No. 1 at Cobourg:
and Nos. 7,8 and 9 at Colborne; and the remainder at-~theirpreapectiv: Oompangy

.
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headquarters. I am glad to be able to report that the drill of this Battilion was most
gatisfactory. The officers, from the Colonel down, take a lively interest in the welfare
of the Corps, which is in a most efficient state. No. 2 Company, Cobourg, performed
its drill in a manner reflecting the greatest credit on all concerned. The arms and
clothing of this company were remarkably clean, and the manual and firing exercise
was admirably done. This may be attributed, in a greatimeasure to Major Smith, the
late Brigade Major, who has been indefatigable in drilling the men,

46Gth Battalion.

This Battalion performed its Drill in camp at Port Hope, and was inspected by
me on the 17th September. The regulations for encampments were scrupulously
carried out, and [ was much pleased with the fine appearance of the men. Their
arms, accoutrements and clothing were clean, and the drill on the whole was very

od, though the corps had not been practised in the exercise for the long rifle.
ﬁ%is corps is certainly one of the best in my District, and has a very fine band.

47th Battalion.

Five companies of this Battalion have performed drill at their respective head-
quarters, and have boen inspected by me. The arms, accoutrements and clothing
were, generally speaking, very clean, and the drill good. The Barriefield Company
was decidedly the best drilled company this year.

bTth Battalion.

Four companies of this Battalion drilled together at headquarters, Peterbord’,
and wore inspected by me on the 25th September, 1877. The men were billeted in
the Agricultural Society’s buildings, blankets being issued to them from the military
stores. The men were rationed by captains of companies, at a cost of 20 cents
per ration. The drill of these companies was satisfactory, but the men did not
present as fine an appearance on parade as other corps, chiefly owing to many of
them being in the ranks improperly dressed. The clothing of Nos. 1 and 4 was very
bad, and there were many deficiencies. No. 3 Company was entitled to new
clothing, but the officer commanding failed to apply for it in time for the drill. No.
2 Company presented by far the best appearance, their clothing being vew, and their
arms and accoutrements very clean. Captain Kennedy deserves credit for this. On
the 26th September I inspected the Norwood Company. I regret to say there were
many deficiencies in the equipment, but in other respecis the inspecticn was satis-
factory. This company was pretty well up in drill, and the marching good. They
performed the manual and firing exercise for the short rifle, not having been prac-
tised in that for the long rifle. The skirmishing drill was also very fuir. No. 6,
the Hastings Company, Captain Howard, has performed drill, but has not yeL been
inspected. Through :ome .misundemlamlis:gt is Company did not turn ont at the
same time as the rest of the battalion, and had only put in two drills when I was at
Norwood, I therefore did not consider it advisable to make the inspection. I how-
ever directed Brigade Major Lieut.-Col. Worsley to make the inspection when on his
tour inspectin{'{ arms, but through some mismanagement the company again failed
to turn ont, have now requested Lieut.-Col. Poole to make the inspection. [ was
not very well satisfied with the appearance and drill of this company last year, and
was therefore most anxious to inspect them myself this year.  Captain Howard was
very rusty, and hardly qualified to instruct his men.

RIFLE ASSOCIATIONS.

The Rifle Associations in this District appear to be in flonvishing condition, nearl
all having held compotitions this year—the subseriptions also, have been more liberal,
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I am happy to rt that two new Associations have been formed, one at Port Hope
and the otxer.at eterborough, and have held meetings, although the latter did not
participate in the Government grant for this year. I trust they may reccive it next
year. gaoonsider. that money is well spent on these Associations, which are conducive
to the cfficiency of the force, encouraging many of the men to take a greater interest
in target practice and thereby to become marksmen.

RIFLE RANGES.

The butts of the Kingston Range have been put into a thorough state of repair
at a cost of $150. The estimated vost was $200, but thanks to Lieut-Colonel Cotton
and a Sergeant of* ‘A" Battery,who superintended the work, the repairs were effected
at a saving of 850. The Range is now in very good order. Last year I submitted
an application from Lieut.-Colonel Williams for a %mnt of $150 for the purpose of
fencing in the Range at Port Hope, and for an annua %;:nt of 810 for leasing the said
Range, but I regret to say that as yet the application has not been granted.

DRILL SHEDS,

The Drill Sheds remain in the same condition as last year, most of them being
somewhat out of regnir, with the exception of those at Kingston and Port Hope. In
the former a room has been fitted up with shelves as a Quartermaster’s store, at a cost
of 861, in which the clothing of the 14th Battalion has been stored, so that it can be

roperly looked after by the caretaker. I think that Drill Sheds ought to be erected
in ail the large towns.

GENERAL REMARKS,

It affords me much pleasure to report that the undermentioned officers belonging
to my District, have gone through a short course of instruction at the School of
Gunnery, obtaining first-class certificates, viz.:—

Major Henry Smith, 47th Battalion.

Captain Kelly, 47th Battalion.

Captain and Adjutant Gordon, 14th Battalion.
Captain and Adjutant McGill, 4th Cavalry.

I trust that many more will avail themselves of this privilege next year, as it is
the only opportunity they have at present of acquiring any real knowledge of the
duties of asoldier.

As the establishment appears to be fixed at forty-two rank and file, per troop or
ecompany, I would strongly recommend that all arms and accoutrements at presont
in possession of corps in excess of that number be returned into store. Many of the
corps have a number of rifles totally useless for want of needful repairs, If these
were returned into store an armourer could be employed to repair them under the
direction of the Military Storekeeper,jso that they would be fit for issne in the event
of its being necessary to augment the Foree,

I am glad to say that there is & marked improvement in the Force in my Dis-
{riet this year, nearly all the ¢ orps turned out properly dressed, and the arms and
accontrements were, generally speaking, cleaner and in better order than last year.
Officers commanding corps appear to take greater care of their equipment, and the
Brigade Major has in consequence fewer deficiencies to report. here is, however,
still room for improvement in this respect. The drill has been well performed on
the whole, and, in some of the corps, remarkably so. I believe the best mode of
promoting the efficiency of the Force, would be to assemble corps in camp at Bat-
talion head-quarters for sixteen days, the officers and men receiving pay according to
rank, rations and transport. By this means the field officers and adjutant could
devote their whole attention to the drilling of the companies, and in a much more satis-
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. fwtm:y manner than when brigaded with other corps, when so much time is taken
up with brigade parades. It seems to me an absurdity to assemble in brigade,
battalions which are almost always composed of one-third recruits, It is also quite
certain that any well drilled battalion will always be able to hold its own in brigade.
Doubtless brigade camps are the most vopular with the Force, but the question is not
one of popularity, but of efficiency.

The best drilled corps in my District this year were decidedly those which
were in a position to assemble the men in the afternoons or evenings, putting in the
drill in twenty-four days. Town corps can do this, but rural corps cannot, and
mrefore recommend the vraining to %e at Battalion head-quarters for af least twelve
: days.

My thanks are due to Brigade Major Lient.-Col. Worsley, to the staff generally,
and to Commanding Officers of Corps who have been assiduous in their duties and
rendered me every assistance.

I beg to append a return of corps in detail which have performed drill (marked-
A), copy of District Order relative thereto (marked B), and Brigade !Major Lieut.
Col. Worsley’s Report (marked C).

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

BOWEN VAN STRAUBENZEE, Lieut.-Colonel,
Deputy Adjutant-General, Military District No. 3.

The Adjutant-General,
Head-Quarters, Ottawa.





