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.A.N~UAL REPORT 
o~ 

THE STATE OF THE MILITIA 
1'0R 

18 7 9. 

OTTA\\.A: 1 l .lan11ary, 1880. 

To tho Honorable 
Mini··tor ot )li\itin and Defonce, 

&c., &c.: &e. 

Sm,-Dnring tbe past yu•u· the aet.iYe militia have been trained tor twch·o (lnp 

propol'Lionato with Lhc Parliamentary voto. The total numbm· of about .i;-s,000 W:l" 

roduced for training somo few yearr:> ago to about 37,000, \>Y ~ub-.tituting 42 men pcr­

company for 51, in order t'> keep within the amount of money then voted. Suh-.e­

qu"nt l'cductions in the vote have deprived tho militia, not only or the benefit. of 

brig::ule carnp:i of c~crcise, hut have actually admitted of only a moiety of the e~~ab­
lit1bmenl boin~ trainc<l fo1· 12 dnp per amw1n with p:iy, in~te..'\ l of tho veriod a\lowc:l 

bythe Act. 'rhu:i, lu::t year only 19.7;,0 mon wc1 I! l':<crci cd from want l)f ufli ·ient 

meanti to eall out the "\'°hol1 . 
·rho only improniment to bo noticc1l over the h\-.t throo yea·:- ari-.o..- from facilitie" 

having bocn ~lffordcd to n"'scmble l'Ural companie,; at tho he:ill quarter" of their b:ittn­

lionH instcau of the i,,olateil company drill, to which I an1l nil who h:wo examined the 

result have so frequently offered objection-.. Twelve dap' <frill i,., in it .... clf, undc1 

any circumMlanccli, too ~hort for much good ret1ult, especially for rnral baltnlion : 

which can11ot liko tll.D city eorpli pursue unpaid drill" ut lcburc lime::- throughout the 

year. Good drill in!ltructorH are greatly needed also: and the moan" of e<lucnting them, 

a::1 I havo so ofton brought l-0 notice. Officers tmd sergeant-- roquirc :-:ountl in,-truc­

tion to enlitlo them to undertake to tench othe~. Till a Rj'tilem i~ c ... tnl>lishrnl thurc­

foro to provido t1uch instruction, tho militia will not ml\intn.in the ~tan<lard which 

a national force should repre!'lont. Brigude camp~ of exercise t-houhl bo revert~ to 

for military cmul!\tiou and gonornl ndvunc~· of att.'limnent~ in mana!!ill!! hojic' o1 

·.armod men . 

S-' 



lt i nlmo t ne lie .. , to repe!lt tho orgnnizn.tion of tho m1liti:11 oxc•cpt 011 tht 

principl thnt c\'cry report should for re fore nee bo complete in i t-..cl I : 1>hoitly 

there ore, the Acti\·c ~[ilitia <'On~i-.t~ of about 43,000 ot'liccr" :rnu mon, :i.pprnxim:ttoly 
' 

s follow :-

Field Artillery, l battorie-... ..... ... ...... .... .. . ................... 1,~~6 

Gurri ... on A1·tillcry ....................... ... .. .... .. .. ............... .• 3,11.18 
.Engineers . ... .. .. . . . .. . . . . . . .. . .. ... . .. . .. . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . •• .. • . . . . . . . 23~ 
Cavalry................ . ........... .......... .... ... . ......... ....... .. ... 118113 

Jnfantry ................................................................... 21,3~0 

Tho Re,on·o :'t!ilitia, abo11t 65:>.000 men, liable by lnw, is in three classe~, nod 

bet\~ cen tho ugo.~ of 1 nod 60 years. 
The n1e twel\'e militnry 1.Ji,.trict-., e·\ch a1imini!'tored. by a Deputy-A lj11tant 

G'-nor.tl, ' j ... t-0d
1 

except in throe, by a Brig:ulo )fojor. There aro two gunnery 

schoob an l tho Royal )!ilitary College, nnrnerou~ ritle a",iociation~ a.n il tho Domin­

ion A1 tillcry .A-.-ociation. 

The Mmi ... tc · oOlilitin and Defonce i charged with and respon ... ible for the civil 

admini tnttion militia ntl'air:>, inclnding all expenditure. 

The Act ta "'' thoro ... hall be ap1ninte1l to command the militia of tho D >min­

ion ofO.mnda, nu 11ilccr holding the rank of Colonel, or superior the1·et<>, in Hor 

lfojasty' Army, w 1) :ihall be r.hnrgetl un1lo1· the orJer::; of Her llnje,,ty, with the 

militnry command and clbcipline of the militia, :ind who while bolJing :-.uch appoint­

ment, shall ha•e the rank of .Mnjor-Genernl in the militia. of Canada."' 

The G ncrnl Ollicor can appoint an Aide-de-Camp, who by hi:-. JcUe1·~ of :-,orvice, 

t:~atl be :tectcd by 11im ... elf, nnd while ... o employed .. hall draw the regimeutnl pay of 
ht rank m the regul.ir army. 

"Theic ehn 1 be aleo nn .Adjutnnt-General of Militia at bead quarter-. who ::;hall 

l1a"e tho rnnk of Coio11el in tho militia." ' 

Some of the u rrr tion in . h o- ., ti prev1ou report-. ave baen attended to, bnt othor ... 
.are po1hnpi! too costlv to entertn"n flt bo .1 • . ~ ' 1 a re unu occur.; m the trade and commerce 
of th cont10cm Many ob tacl h. h 1· · · cs w 1c cnr !Or eemed m"nrmountable han~ disap-
J>C! re I; the structuru b rising and 3 • .. . • ~ummg more ooluhty, but pro\·i .. 10n is Atill 
wantmg for elementary in_<;truetion, which retards the completion of tho e<litico. 

1n tho coui"'e of the p&:it vear t . ·1· .. ..,. . " wo e1gn1 1cant m1ltta.ry diiplays occurrocl in 
.:uont1cal and To outo The . . . · Y ''ere not mtcndoo fot', and could not po~oibly bo drill 
-0xcic1 e or Ill truction in evolut' . ' 
SJiCCU!to b ion ' entangled m an asBom bla<ro of oomo 4ll 000 

I'S, at they wore loyal a cmbl " Q f . o . ' 
J ncy the Go. G ao 0 troop m the pro .. ence of His Ex:col-

cd 
'ernor ene. al and Her R Jyal Highnc.cis tho Prince;;,, Loui e. Tho first 

o urr on the Q teen' Birtbda\· nt wh· h d < ·' IC about 3 ~00 troop., wol'c on parade· the 
n ' ou t c .l h September at Toronto ·h ' 

At t c t 'h. H kl. p,' . ' '~ en nc:irly ;{,000 troops pa'iood in roview. 
'00 ) n •lttahon of Tew y ·k 11.T • • • • • 01 L,at1onnl (ruard ... fell mto hne, 

xi 

110 
I tired a /eu de jofr with ou1· ll'oop.;. 'l'hoy aftonvai·d-; Umk part i11 .111d formed :11 ... 

importunt facto1· i11 tho review aud lielcl day. Thi-; magnificent regiment, tho fi1"i!L Amc­
ri<:an battalion, us I i t1 fiirnwd th om, that. had bcon un<ler tho order:. of n B1·iti ih general 

otlh·OI' for full one huncll'cd year,,, aequittc<l thcmsch-e~ with the crcdittheinlOldicrlilrn 

nppe:Ll"nnco i11-.pi 1·od. Thoit· vbit \V•L'i in e\•c1-y re..;pcct a happy :incco,, , pie L .. antly 

~tam pod in tho momo1·y of nil who JHU'licipatcd. Tho Toror.t-0 rc\.'icw wa, I bclicw, 

the h\rgo:)t that trntl over a~:;emblocl i 11 tlrntci Ly. AL both, the troop-l of all arm,; prc ... entod 

a very soldiorliko appeat'anco, oach corp-i vicing for dil'>tinction in ncatno.,s and military 

proficiency. Ilii:i Rx:celloncy an I liet· H >yu.1 Uighnus~ were plea..,cJ to ox:p1·e-1i their 

i;atisfaction in vol'y g1·atifying te1·ms, and I am ussu1·cd the:.e revioW8 we1·0 p1·odu1.:tive 

of gornl elf ect. 
Daring tho pi·ogl'llos of the G 1\'emor Gene1·al and the Prince,,,, thmugh the 

.M:lritime Province._, Quebec and Onl:lrio, in the co111·,,e of tho :,ummcr, the militiil 

spontaucously foll llllder arm-1 nt each point, and elicited llii gxcellency's appt·oba-

tioo, recorded in General Orders. 
U ufortunntcly, in Augn-1t la.,t, a riot occut'l"l.'<l in the C.:ily of llnchcc, between 

::.hip labourers of difforout denomination::., which at ooe limi.: th1·catunod to require 

miliw1·y interfcnmco; but happily though .,ome li\·es were to~t i11 p:u·ty conflictti, 

the troop~, which we1·e kept unde1· arms for ... evernl day-,, were not c•allcl upon to 
interpose. The city corp'> turnecl out :vith alacrity; they die\ ~oo I ... c1·\"icc in 

patrol!ing the roads approaching the city and in,;piring confidence. 
I mnst repeat, I think it unf:.1i1·, and expecting loo much sclf-almegation, to call 

-0ut militia who arc denizen" of the same city with tho e whom they nwy have to 

~abduc, some perhap::i friend~, even rolatious and nclr of kin, and lo rc11uiro them to 
enter into hostile colli,;ion, with po,.;:-.ibly -.ome Jo,,::; of life on both ... i•le~. The militia 

re:.poml, and will do i-o again a.ml again, but when lo:--. of life occm·,, through their 

being called upon to fire, what mu~t they expect among tl.ie rough., of thnt dLy when 

}JUl'"Uing their vocalion .. of civil life? Therefofe, I am -.urn e\·1.H"Y thinking per:;on 

will agt·ee that, bc:-idc., the two Bath1ry School~: a ~tronger force of embodied troop-. 

,,bould be at hand in cusp of a rcpot1tion of di~turhancc.., in any of tho largo cilie ... 

But it is a,, difficult to keep tho 111.:l'O"'>ity for military preparation ocfo1·e the eye~ of 

a free untl pent:oful popnlation, bent on cuorgotically developing the v~i..t re-.ourec ... 

that 11mTountl them, a-1 it is to p1·e:ierve from rust and from the dckrioiation of pro-

longed poace tho military i1rntitutions tbemsoh·eb. 
To you is duo the c·oncoption of introducing :111 imp11·tant ingre.lient in 

training the youth of the country and gi\'ing them :in outline of mcchnnical 

<!rill. The cadet comp:u1ie~ fo1·nu~ in tlw uni\'er~itil'", high ,,,hoot... :rnd 

college1:> of tho D;m1inion will bavo goo I 1'ffoct. At pn•,cnt thc•.r uro not 

to exceed 74 in Quebec, Ontario, tho )[n.ritimu P1·cwinC'1.:", ~fanitoha and Briti,,Ji 

Columbia. 'l'hcy are to he in~tructcd in military drill and training only, 

and on nu ac1•01mt to uo employed on actirc :.cr\'i<'c. Hilk ... of the f:nidcr pnLtcrn U> 

8-.A~ 
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furni hed by tho Government only when tho company exceed" ·10 Inds O\'cr 1, 

yc:n-s of ngo. The ::-crvicos of a drill in:-<tructor will bo impplicd und paid by tho 

Government during ono month in each ye.'lr, or longer, if con:-1idercd nch-isnblc, und 

the month run· oo tlividcd ii do irnblo. 'rho pnttcrn an<i color of the unifol'ln to be 
iippt'0\"00 hy the Government, nml mar l'Oll"ist of tnnic:'I 01' Not-folk jndrnts, 

of ,..cnrlct, bin . rhle-grc'n or grey; bluo hlnck. rifle g1·eon or grey trnnscr", with 
forn.;e <':lP or hnko Clothing of any pntlom worn by radct:-; or ~oldiet·:-1 in fon•ign 

conntri" i ptohibited. 
'l'hcre cnn be no doubt thnt dl'ill cnlb into oxcrC'isc much of tho powers of tho 

bumnn hcing, nmi hence, whoo jmliciou~ly applied, c~~entinlly })l'Omolct-1 the hcnllh 

:m I php"cnl growth of tho frame The School Board of London hat'I for year:< pa~t 
scknowlcdJ~l its value, and has included it mnong tho duties to be performed by 
th{'ir tc:ichcr-. It i-. duo to them tLnl over much 0f London, nnd uudt'r great cliffi. 

c~lth: , they hnve been csrnc-t and per-cvcring in endeavouring 1o provide for the 

11hy ... ical culture of youth. In gh·ing them hnbi8 of obe lienco to command, preci~ion 
of movement and manly, erect carriage of body, thoy have done thnt which tend,. to 

c1cate -elf-rc-ncct, and impro-vo-. n whole (•ommunity. Such may bo likewise, :md 
probably will be, the result of the :-y-.tcm now in its infor:cy in Canad:l. When thi• 

l1n hcen -ome years in n'o in all tho chief c"ollcgiato e-,tabli:-hmcnt:J ns n. rccreatirc 
mean of promoting :-ouml health anti correct dcpo1tmcnt, it may, though it never 

~ug~t to he, dcpree-nted by peaceful Ji .. belic,·cr.; in all military rcquiromont!-1, bccai.se 

1 t will nrely be conducirn to tho growth nml :iu~tcnation of tho military "pirit of 

the youth of Canada. 
~~oiler to provide immediate facilitic:-. for otliccrs who have hcon appointed 

l'.rovi;;10n:1lly to companies of infantry lo obtain Fccond-cla"s ccrtific.'ltcs of qualifica-

t1on three ('hool for practical mTLa · · 1 1 1y 1n:itructt0n have been authorized to open in 

January nt Toronto, Montreal and St John X 8 d . od f 1 • , .i.. • ., urrng a poi 1 o two month~ n 

order to provide for such drill in tr t" . • 

d

.
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uc ion, mnc non-commiS,.,ion~u otliccr-. have been 

a u to "A" nod ·1 B" B . G -.. 
1 

L . , . :ittcry unncry S ·hooJ .. , autl they will attend duty and <lrill 
w1. I t cir baLtcrtC:> du1 ing tho m,mtl th . . ~ B . 15 cu· bCrv1cc:> are not rcq uircd :lt; in.,tructors. 

nt it \\oulu be a mi-,tako to "ll th t . rt I • h . ~ ppo .; a a lechmcal education and much more 
uc) t an the forciroin , can p · I 

1 

1 
:> 

0 
rovu 6 aro not required for even the ordinary drill 

;;::~. :iatt~ltalg~mcnit an~~ interior e<·onomy of cotnpanie:> ancl battalion~. F01'. 
,/ l c1y arn Orl"IDCCl"S pa r . 1 I h meut cam ot 

1 
d. 

00
° . ' r icu tu· Y t 0 two latter, Hpocial HCicn Li fie attain· 

i >e !Spet!S with. I th 'I' fi . . • truction of · 
1 

° c 01 c 1 e~ crt to the larger provbion fo1· in· 
reg1menta officcn; and . . 

P

rine" I f scigc.mt8 of <:avalt·y and infantry nfte1· the 
IJl e o or engraftcd upon tho two and somewhat fi . gunnery schoob, which provide for artillery 

or engrnoo1-s. So long as I .· l . formed n b · . 1 m1~ua reguuonts were in Canada thl'y 
• as1s anu m0oJcl Jll'Oviding me fi . stndv of book;; has be h . . ans or tn!ilruction. Sine<) thoy wont, the 

• en t c clncf rn&truction . l tl . provi lo the root fro h" 
1 

' an< icory without practice doc~ not 
m 'v ic l the brancho t mu spread and fructify. Schools l:lhould 

xiii 

thcrui'orc bo pro,·i1lcd f'or ehi1111•nta1·y drill un<l clisciplinc in ca\·ah·y :w i inf:llltty 

tm.:tic,,, in in Leri or ceonomy of' rcgi men t.-,, an<l i 11 the managc111c11t nml command of 

urrncd men. l have rofonc1l to thc;,C in c.;ome 1lctail in JH'C\"iotb rcporb, au<) I von­

turc ngnin to repoat. the modo upon whirh thc,.,e pcnnano11t school'- ca11 ap1mrc11tly 

be lh"'" put in oponilion. 'rhcy would afford an e\c\•atcd :-lan1lard of' primary mili­

tnry education and prnctiC'n.l in~lrnctir>n. with c:onclition~ of l'c~ularity. procbion, 

discipline ·ind rospeC't for authority which aro nc<:c:is:try for th<,-,c who ha .. ·c to in­
strucL and commarnl obcdicnec from others. They woul<l givo :-;ll·u11~th and soli1lity 

lo tho active force, anu woul<l t>cc1u·c l'Onfidcnce in the stability of tho in-titutiont> of 

tho country, providing n gnara11Lco that the military for('O is in a cor11litio11 to main-

tain law anu order. 
Docs not the proper 01·gani,.ation of a military forrc, inc\urling training for it-; 

officer:> nnd non-commi .... sioncd offiecr11, devolve on a 1·0111tt1·y th mn<:h a-. tho mean,; 

-0f admini:>tcring tho hiws which arc carried out under il'l pl'otcction ? Should it 

not, therefore, follow that :-tcps should be tnken t-0 provi•lc for the ofticicncy of the 

militar,\' C8tablishmcnt, by supplying the want whi ..:h tho withdrnwal of tho rc~nlar 
troops has created? This want, e\·ery year, i,.; being more and more felt, ao<l I bn,·e 

often pressed that a rcmcJy might ho <tppliod. As yet, 80me otficer" who have 
received in::itrnction in the schools formcJ in connection with the rc~ular rogimonb, 

anti non-commis:-iioned officorl'l, who are oh.I soldie1·", arc still avai!!lblo t.o iust.rud 
recruit:> in the rudiments of drill. Thc~e conditions aro, huwe\or, rapidly changing. 

\Ve have now no :mch bchool.;, and, ox:c:ept the" A'' an<l "ff' Battcric!:', th~rc i" no 
body of men with professional training to ensnrc the au van.·\:. of discipline and mili­

tary ficicnco, and to profit hy trained cxpericn<'e. Without "omc profcs,,iona\ly 

trainou force, the stamlurJ of etlicioncy wiU gradually become lower, :ind tho form 

of military service will be mr.intainc l, while tho :-pirit, though far f1 om dead, ''ill 
l>c crude ::rnd unc<l ncn.tcd. 

Canada should have mo11 who.;c bn,,incss it is to "tu<ly the art of wm· a.-. pi·of~---
i;ional:>, and not moroly :h amateur:-;. The very bc.4 incgular troop,., are only 

fo1·midablo when properly d1·ilkd aml dhciplinccl, nnd for this there i-. gre:it ucod or 
the iudispcmmblc clement of trninod anti ex:pe1·icnccd officer:- aml 111111-commi-,-ioucd 

titarl'. \Vhcn t1·oops two hut p:u·tially t1·ained, the only hope i:- from in<li,·idll:tl inlel­

ligoncc and :->lriet dit>ciplinc 011 tho parl of the comm:\llclers :lml tbcil' !:'t1bordi11n.tc.s. 

his pt·cp~tr.ition Lhat 011,.,u•·cs ~m·~c:-;s when the nu looked-for ll:1y ot t1·ial ~u,\dcnly 
~Lrrive:;, and thorol01·0 n p~·rfcct ol'gttnit.•llion, with :-kill nnd cflkicncy in O\'ery 
brnnch, with :;uporioi· dbciplinc, aro ncce,.~nry. But to c· 1111pa s thi-., pcnnanonl 

bo1lio:; of men, C\'Cn if ol' :-1mall numhc1·-., aro in1li:-pon-tiblc. l ha,·c oflcn l'ugge::-tcd, 

~s i;tt'on~ly a" l cou\
1
l \'en tu re, tho establishment of th1·co train in~ ,..choob for c:•,·alr}· 

and i11fantry on a :-<itnil:u· basis to" A" and ·• B" lhttcric,.,, whil'h hnvo p1on:id ::.a 

useful 10
1
· ~rtillcry. 'l'hc .... c ehoob would :-cn·o bc-.idc. .... , :1-> ~tnn lard.., cif c nnp:1ri-on 

for tho real army ol the l'ou11try, vit..: the ... \ctivo and l~c-cn·o militia. l':lllodi:1u. 



, 111 , "1 :111 ht• fout1ll ''ho h:\\ c llcc11 ch,<'it1li11 'd li\·" .\''and " B" B:1t' l.'rh• ... 01 ... 0 • • "' 11\ll 

ot the officor ... of tho'c Hlttctfo,, fairly qnnlilh.'d lo t·ornman<l thc:-.o t-iChoob. 'rhe 

O})J>0i11tmcnt_., ... 1iould be for :i limited term, with tho power of renewal, ('Ondilionnl 

on tho officer:- kct•piug them:-ch·c,. acqnnint(l(l nnd cun\'Ol':>Unt with tho changes nni1 
impro>emcnb in tho nrt of war, either by Yhiiti11g Buropo or otherwise. There 

... hould be n doctor and qnnrtcrmn~tor, with' three office1·i:; of subordinnt-0 nmk who 

hnvo evinCl•d good c·apncity. nro willing to ombrnce the military profc;1sion n.a I\ 

<·nroor, nml wonltl receive commi~sions to act as c1walry and infantry instrnctors in 

the ..,chooJ... To the:>c i;chool~ all gentlemen recommended for commissions in tho 

militin would be reqniro<l to come, for three months at lenst on first ap1)oint t . . . m~, 
when thc11· comm1 ...... 1ons would depend on the ability they displayed. Before promo. 

tio11
1 

ofti Ct" ~houM oo requiroJ to atte11<i for three month:-, passing throtwh a conrtle 

f 
. . l b 

o trn1mn!!, nm reqnirod to obtnin a qualifyinb' certificate. For non-Mmmisi;ioncd 

officer ... nnd l'llnk and tile. men :-hould be cnJi ... te(l for three year:3, with inducement 

in cn .. c of efficiency to re·cngnge. Fi·om thc ... c tho non·commiC\sioned staff of pny-
~r~:mt ... an.(l drill i11-.tn1ctors would be selected, but all would learn those dutio~ 

~liough ... ~1:\".m; n.-; pri>ate sol lier ... , nnd would on dbcharge be valuable n" instrnclol'~ 
111 the m1htia generally. 

It i-. nn axiom that in all men it is nccc:-:-nt"t· to learn to obey bofio I · rf' l J re )Ollig 

qun I IC( to c_ommand, ancl these schools would foJfil the ·e objects. 

~Iy prcnotl'- suggestion" were to form three separate schools, compo~od of about. 

one humlrcd. men encb, nrnl to stntion them at Toronto for \V e:>tcrn Canada, and bc-
uuo:o there 1' a tiood uarrnck there· at St J 1 • .. p . . . t . 

1 
• . ' · 0 rn ' · Q., because i t is an important 

~t<g1cn point m :.dvance of }font real, awl bccan,o there i,; a goo<l barrack thoro. 

~t ,bueboc, b(.'('ntbC that city 1 cquirc" :rn al litional drilled force and becau--o thcr; 
J" n arrnck there. ' · 

The c:ilc tlation I pnbJi .. hc I Jn t • f, . c . } ear or only Cll;lity men and three officer~ per 
imp:m) nmonntc l to the co ... t aurnudly f b t dollars fi . th 

1 
• 0 '1 ou one hun lrc<l an<l thi1·tccn thou ... and 

" o1 e t 1roe ... chook Tho c,,.lirwt " . II • . :report. '1 0 \\J 10 found rn detail in la<>t year'., 

Should it no be convenient to e t I r I 
ti"' 'C"t tho ·I f ,; a J I" I thc~c three cpal'lltc ~chools i rnmedialely 

o"' pe1 i:ips pre crnblc nltorrial' f. ' 
first b'• th. fl' ,. ' "·c 0 inc·rcao:ing ·'A" arnl "B" B:tttorios al 

J r ce o ice.~ nn I 100 hundred rnon c ·I f' . . 
stituting thern bri •nde ·h 

1 
" ac q 01 carnll'y and rnfantl'y, thus con· 

n c oo:. ior the three m·m u I ti r ug '0 t thnt tl e art"ll'. • . . ;; n Ol' II! p1·cscnt commandant~. 
I l 01) art h ·crs whor r I I 

lately nc c- :11y for keepi ,, th ~ . . . • 
11 

iavc a ready submitted to bo ab~o-
• 0 n c 101 t1fication ofOucu l 1r. • 

be 11 clu<lc:l in the 100 • • • ( cc ant \lllti1:1ton 111 J'<'Jlllir, flhonlcl 
mrn, ll) ~;J foi· en ·h batt, • I . 

cnch training chool ind 
1 

• Cl'.} 1 oavrng a balHnC'c of';;; rncn fo1 
' cpc1' ent of the tudcntr; fi . " h ,, 

It m'ly be "' mi I th t • o . 01 "' ort and " long,, c·o111··1"" 
a a men m en h ' I 1 I . . 

pnrpo-e, and , thty would . vou 1 >c sufhc1011t for tho Jaltor 
in orno men ure an I ' t l . JIOn C)mmi ioned office n d . ·' ;au c e 1111eur;; but wl1cn we d~duct. 
n men gom , on ·ur' co . ff 

• <J • ming o daily gnnrd with twe>-

xv 

eentrie~, alwayi; rc<iniri11g 16 mon por diem, besides cooks, orderlio, 1 ick in ho~pital 
nod their nllemlanl>1

1 
prii;ono1·~ a.ncl men lo attond them, &c., l·c., thoro wo11l1l not over 

be moro, and Beldom so many of tho 75 a~ 50 mun daily available for drill and 

instruction, and squads for tho long and short course officers and mc11 . 
}{oreover, Quebec require.~ a large diHposablo force of dl'illc<l troop" to t!lcady the 

city militia in caHO of' riots, and to gua1·d tho costly and vnluablo military t!lore ... ancl 

Powder magazines in tho nn1onal on imch occasions, which lnltcrly huve been of 

annual occurrence. 
To complete this scheme, there t!hould be an addition to each baltory ot' 12 horses, 

to train in equitation the cavalry attending the schools, a11J to horoo all four field 

guns im;tcad of only two, as at probont, with eight hor"c~. 
The addition of 12 provides for mounting the four ~os. 1 of each gun, without 

which the battery i1:1 not efficient. 
At Kingston tho~e horses would likewi~e :;erve for tho l}q uit.ation of tho c:ulot.::! of 

tho Royal jlilitary College. They have been frequently applied for by the com­

mandant, and without thorn the college course is not consi1loro<l complete. 
At Quebec a saving would accrue by employing some of thei.e hor:;cs to draw 

from the lower town forage, military stores for the magazines, &.c., &c., which is an 

annual e""penso. After their purchase, their daily forugo would be an iu::.ignificant 

a.mount compared with their general utility. 

EsTDIATE of the probablo expense of maintaining an ad1lition to " A" Battery ~f 
three officers ancl 100 men for 12 month~, of whom 25 to be employed a!' nrti­
ficers and 75 to form the ba::.is for an Infantry School. Tho eHtimate fot• "B" 

Battery is similar. - I ~ els, J $ cts. 

1 Captain ........ ........ ·· ······· · .... ... ............. · ·· .... ·· ... · ···· ··· ~ ~~I \ t:~~t ~~ 
2 Lieutenants ...... ···· ·· ·· ·· ·· ·· .. ·· ·· ········· ···· .. , ......... ···· ·· · · ·· ··1 1 Oii I 'i30 00 
~ Scrgl•trnt:,' Instructors ............... ···· ·:··::.'.'.'.'.'.'.'. :::-.:::::::: • o SO I 5~4 00 
2 Sergeants....................... ................. I 0 j 1) I 1.02~ no 

9t (l:orp!Prabl ·1·:1································"·····"·"·::·:::::·::: ::::::\ 0 l) \ l:i,11 1 00 
.., .,1111 ( ant 1 c .......... ... · .. · · · · ..... ·· ... "· ·· .. · .. · o 1 :! !.:l 11 110 

.Ration" for 103 .... ........ .......... _. .... .. ................ · ·t·:·~·:·" '.-{ 500 00 
Unifol'ln snmmcr 11111\ wintor, Int,.;, boot~, ~roal·<.'O:l "• ~ ~ ... l.\........... ·' 

1 • • \ \' '' t" l\Sl)Ol'l fno\ :\lH Ba1T:1tk furn1t111·1:, mcdt<:U :,upp tcs, (,\ . l .. :lOO on . , ........... 1. 
Jiirht, l'Ollli11gcnc1cs . ...... .. ................ ....... .... .......... 1 (1!15 00 

n I ·········· .. .......... \ . 
Gnod.eo11l ut·l par ..... · ..... · .. ·· ·· ··· ........ ·· ·· ·· ·· ··· · .... 11 
'Vo1·ki1w pay oi' 2:l<"., and 20c. per diotn for day" actua Y1 1 0:~3 00 

C'm~loycd dnl'ing eight month,; .................... . · ........ l ........... ,__:__ 
. . .. . . .. ;~'j .li41 00 

'l'otnl ......... ...... ·· · · · · · · · ·· ·· ·· ·· · ··· ·· · · ·· · · .... ·· ·· ·· •· .. 

. ..... .................. :ri.lHl 00 
Similar for" B" Batll'ry ................. ................ . --



2 School .-Provi ion for in ... trnction of :.!O oflice1·,, and 20 non-com­

mi ioned officer ... for period' of thrco mouth o:\ch for ono yoar, 

including trnn ... port ................... .................. .... . ....... · · ....... · · 13,300 00 

Co-.t of purchn ... o of ~4 11or:-e:. !lntl for:igo for -.nmo, for one year. but 
this wou\ll be only for tho fir ... t year ........................................ 5,700 no 

fsr tho acth·o forC'o ha,, been maint:iincd cnti1·dy by volunrnl'y enlistment. 

-Officer nnd men nrc alikl' engage I in industrial pur .. uits to1· their annual income; 

they cnn "Paro ncith\lr timo nor moans to cmhr:wo tho military profo:-1,;ion only, lml 

they hnvo expended both timo and money in making them,..clve . .., and thoi 1· corps 

cfiiclcnt n circum-:t:mcc., permitted. Experience hn-.. 1>hown an armed force noc.:cs­

,..ary; illl U"efulnc~, bM been often provc:l, nn l ... honld therefore be effidently main­

t.nined. Thi ... can only lie ... ecnrctl hy .. uch primary instruction as permanent 

embodied ... chooh would p1-o\·i1le. The q11nlitic.1tion' of nn otlicer i,,hould be of~ 
}>Cr onnl, practicnl nnd technicnl nature. a.; well :i.. intellectual and theoretic:a.l. 

It i-. qmte po,,ible to ,ecure great natural l'llcnt, o.:uitable for regimental work, 

without it.s p0 .. -.c,,-.0r b:win~ :iJ...o highly cultivatc<l attainments. The fiucc~s of a 
regimontal officer depends Jc-.!'.! on the great suporiority of intelle~tua.l powors than oa 

hi, nbility to l'Ommand wi~ely, aHd n peculiar titness for the work he uPdertakes. 

'l'Lo officers of ~he nl'tive militin have ci,·il occupations, and are chosen from various 

..,ocinl rank--; th~y have not time to become exclu,i>ely militarv in their taHtcs and 

h~bit.~. Even when infantry. chool'i are established, their occu~ations will not per­

mit ~cogtl~c~cd nlHmce from their ho-.ine:; ... at any period. They can only, therefore, 

:il>tm~ uffir1~nt k~cwlcdgc for rc_;imental work, in the cour'c lasting for three month'(. 

lhc m trncllon 1mpnrtccl would neverthelc ... ,, re-,ult in great advantage to th• 

country. 

It i,; ulmo ... t unnccessarT' to repent th ll fl' . • • o exec cot o ectnpparent thronll'l\Onl tho ar-

tillery oft he lhminion from tho training nm! exam pie of "A" and "B'' natt:i·1c,.. Schoolii 

of Gunnery 'l'lle en d tt · I ' . · ·.re nn n cnt1on JC towed by tl1c Jn,.,pcctor" of Artillery, Liont .. 

Colonels . trnnge and Irwin and th fti f 1 , e o cer,, o t 10,0 batteries generally, :11 c do~crY-

, · c1 IC!! arc rn a mo"t cffi1·1cmt state, arHl om 111:.ite in ng of full rommcnd·ition The bntt .. · . · , . 

fnvornble compari on with tho Ho ·I \. ·11 r 

f I h 
y.1 J 1 ll 01'.}'. rho benefit, Of thofr i11strucliot1 is 

<' t roughout the artillerv of tho JJ · · n • • J om11110n. .ccc11tly an ad<lil ion of fh·o non·com-
m1" 101 eel offic>crs ha been ma le t J~ .1 fi • • ' O , ntlu onr to .A B.1ttoi-y to pro\•i lo dL·ill 
rn truct1on for the cadet com >ani d I , p ·I' . I c un t 10 three provincial rnilita1 y i;chool~. 

u mn ent will probably sanction th. dd"f f to 1 b tt T ca 1 ion ° one hundred men nud three ot1kcr!'I 
l.'nc i a crv. he twenty-fivo '\rt"ll . 'fi of Puhr '\u ~I f . ' 1 Cr) arlt icc1s wouM relie\'c tho Dcpnrtrnout 

IC '' 01 ' o con 1dornble lnbour n d , u cfulh· 
1 1 

n oxpen e. rho o artitkcrs would be most 
.; crop oye< every working da~· in th inJ· · · h .; 0 year, nnd hy at once gi\·in ... attentiou I~ 

uric rn t e ma onryofthe fo t'fi t' fi ~ l I (''l IOl1 IOrtl tho effects Of tho SeVul"O fro t, Uf 

xvii 

repairing l.ll'N\chcs, in whil'h water lo1lgc and 1.nu·::.ts tho wnlls when frozen, they 

woul<l only uo continnillJ! tho fol'llrnr l'01tst:1nt work of the Royal Engineer , to pt-o­

tcct tho ma~onry from decay. 'rho Department of Public \Vurk can only upply 

workrncn nt slale<l times, and it happen!'! that sometime:'! repair:- arc undertaken i;c. 
la.to in tho i;ct\son thali winter univc;; before their completion. Y ea1· after year tho 

effects of winter fro:3L, in gaping tls~nres in the masonry, will be ·de trncti1:e. Eveia 

-0ow, walking round that grand old Citadel of Quebec, one'b eye is arrested. at every 

few paces by dolapidation~ which might be repaired on "the ~titch in tirno" princi­

ple, but othcnvil'<c being ovcl'looke<l, grow yearly wor:ic. The country bas a national 

pride in that fortrc!'l::i formed by nature's hands. The battle~ which decided tho fate 

of Canada 8Urgecl 1 ound that grim old rock in the pa.,,t century. For tho ... ake o( 

maintaining a few artificcrl', the co::.t would bo well repaid by }H'e"1ervi11g its formid­

nhlo monuments of art. '!'he extcn"ivc fortification,, at Kingston stand C(l'tally in 

nco1l of constant watchful ctu·e, and the t>plendid new forb on Point Uvb JfoighUs 

cannot he neglected. 
'l'ho addition of seventy-five men to each battery, to c . .mstitnto brigade training 

i;chool:<, mnst commend iL-1elf by every argument that can be applied a .. an urgent 

necc ... :;ity. The q ue~tion of localization, organization and e1p1ipment of the,e hntteric~ 
~nd propo~ed additions, wa!I ably discussed by Major J. G. Ilolmci!, Adjutant of "A." 
Battery, in his prize esfltiy of August last yea.r, to which I inYite attention a,., an 

excellent commentary. l ho.ve sn.id so much on the subject. already, I mn~t only 

leave the solution of this important impl'Ovomcnt to the careful con,..i<ic1ation of the 

Legislature. 
No better opportunit.y could \Jo taken to expand these u,..cful l;attcric:. than a'( a. 

i;eqncnc.:e to the graciouH consent of the Queen to the two gunnery· "lchoob of 

Canuuian artillery being termed henceforth "Royal.'' 
The spc1:i:tl rcpo1·b on these \Jalterics by their cornmand:rnt,.. will be found 

intere-.ting. in the Appendix So. 4. 
Tn th~ cour:-c of the p:bt yl.'al', Lil'at.-Colonel Slrango lectnrc1l before t 10 -r nitea 

Scn·ieo f 1i:,tituti1Jn in London, upon the" )!ilitary As1nct of C;rnn•ll\." ' l'he chnrncter 

of the information gi\'l'll in that p:1po:· 1·cn lcr,; i t of\·alno It 1·otlcct.-. 
1 

re lit on lh~ 
ns~idnou,., labom· of' it :o :rnthnr l > ,;prca<l a~ro:t.l the fullest military e m"lickra ti ms of 

thii; gn•at I>omi11io11, and I think it nu imp01·t:rnl mhlition to the Appendix ~o. :·. 

'rho C'On:-titution :wd s:tti,.. f.u.: w ry p rog l'0"1"" and dc\'l'lopmcnL of t he l\o)al 

Military Colll'go nt. King~\Oll w:is :-o fully mcntionc l in la"t year',, re port that 1 need 

not n•fc1· at any length to 1t :1g:. in. 
U ndor tho on tc1·prit;i ng C(11n1n1rnd of Lil.'nt.-Coll'111.1l H e .v~)tt, nml hb nblo stnff of 

· l · ·t· t' · 1111 L'.<1rm" o no of the mo:.~ 
111 ... truclors. the l'Ollego ha" e\'Cll 1mrp:t ... ... c. cxpe~ ,\ 1011, ·

1 11 

importn11t military in,..titution" in the Pominion . 
' ' · . ( .. . • 'll lJlleto s e \' 00 o f t h C, 0 nro 

'Ilic staft, n11mhc1·1ng th1rLce11 pro 0 ...... 01~, 1» n l\\ c 
1 

• 

lli 
. . LI ,, n' 1 l"r ::ire C.rn:ulinu gentl~mca 

o t~rd ol royal a1'l1llcry :in 1 on0inoo1·~, 11.1 t \;111 .. 11 l v • 



of collcgintc culture, nml the c.11>tnin of cn1 lot-<, nn otlker of Lhc !lOth Li«ht Iii" t :::- IUll l'j" 

i of Cnn. linn family. The ca lcl-. now n11mbe1· eighty-two and tho names ol 

twenty·fi\'o new eamlidntc" h:wo bC'on rogi-itcrcd for ex a mi nation bei '"' ul o mo"t 

thl' complotc quota of ono hnndrotl am! oightcon comtctnplalcd uy tho .A.ctn" 

amomlod in l " 16 by Onlcr in Conncil. ln J Hill' next, the tir1:>t batch of cndots will 

ha,·c c~mplott:lll their cnrl'ic dnm, nnd will quit tbo college with a high "tnndard of 

c<luc·:it1on. By tho gr:1cio11~ con:-;ideration of lJ or Mujc~ty, four commiAsions in tho 

army mn,\· be compdod for l)ach yua1·, oithot· in oach of the four arm~, or othorwiso 

acc~r.ling to ~hr cboieo ~f tho cn11~'t. Thb will bl' looked upon us n prizo worthy 0
1

r 
c\"01) omuhlt1on, and "ill become another intorostin"' ('Onnection bct"vccn C· d' • . o • .1na inn 

t:umlH· .. nnd t~c Mother ~mntry. Shon!~! the nucleus of pormamcnt coi·p~ ba 
~opted, the-o )Onng men 'nil bl' forcmo:-t n~ di--ciplinarinns and in:stmctors· th · 

~1.~h cit"'' oduC!1tion will rcndel' thorn vnlnnble in any po:,.ition of militurv 0 :. /.'.rl 
hfo · the ·11 I · .1 I\ 

1 

, Y w1 p1"C; cut au n1 mimblc tone to their ... urroundings a~ culth·utcd exam lo,-> 

of onlcr nod rc-.pcct for nuthority. p 

I~ acc~rtl~nco with the Act, n B•::inr<l of Visitors bas been thi::i y<'ar appointed to 
mnko mq111ry into the account1:> nnd gonornl workin"' :-;y:.tcm of the collecr Th. 
board will in future a.--.cmble nnuuall'-· It would h· o b .oe. is . . r .1vc eeo premature to induct this 

irnperv1 .. 10n until the colic •e b·d . I t . ..,, ·' a1T1Y0< n its prc:;cnt maturity. (Appendix No 11 
for Report.) · · 

Tho employment of torpedoes hn'l become r>o univer::.a.lly adopted by all ma1·itimo 

powers for con;,t and national defonr-e· it I • •· . th d ' nu ~ ue considered of groat importance Uu1l 
o ca ets oft be collerre ho Id ti h 1 syi;tcm. o :- u ioroug y undcr~tand, at least, the theory of tho 

Thi.. ciouco hn::i now reached n .-.tn«c almo .. t iU t l o ~h important a'l gunner'-·, a11J I 
gge- t int a clu:-.. be formed for th . . . .; 

theoretical nquircmcnt ·t IJ i. _ • c m l1 uct1011 of the::-c yo11n1; men. Be irlcs 
' 1 wou ue de u·able th·1t · th cour c hould be t d'cd . , ' · 1 Ill e summer month:-:, a practical 

u 1 , at which officer an I shouM if po~ 'Lil b . • "ome men of the engineer com p:inic3 
, I e, c rcqmrcd to nttcn 1 \. f II k -

impo1 tunt cnrriuc of od ' • .i u ·nowlcdgc of the n:;e of' this 
o Ill cm wn1 fore could be . d 

Outu io or in the Cata . n· ac iuu-.:! by experiments in L'1ko 
' rnqui ner, and I think o . f . 

for coloninl <lefi' . · . 110 01 two 0 the '· outr1~rrcr" which 
CllCOI IS COU'-!dcro<l prcfor 1blc l ti . 0 l 

"Whitehc:ul '' de .. · t' ' o 10 more Jchcatc rn.1t·hincrv or tho 
' c:11p ion of torpedo as re . -Scc10tnry of -.:wt r ' commended by tho despatch from the 
, e, re1cned to nt pnue <>- f l 

before noxt i;umrncr I· L,., 
1 

'o _, 0 :l'-t year'~ report, i;hould IJC importoJ 
· ,icu "'.iO onel ]Jewett' · do rnore than u<rcre tit . report i..i so ample in itRelf, I nee l uot 

Tl f t-... pe10 :ii 111 the Appendix ~o. 12. 
JC l'lludulcnt enrolment of in . 1 · · en 111 more than fi I • 1 rnmrng J"Cquirc triet tt . 0110 corps 01· t 10 pcu0< o 

a cnt1on on the p·1rt of . . 
nrlj or comrnandin" offi , . · 11 pectmg oflico1 , hut more pat icu· 
• o cers, cnptumo ani.I n 1 t ... S tuonally attempted in th .

1
. . . . JU an1.e. ut·h mi"<lcmoanor arc •(':t· 

e m1 Iha of Grc·1t Pr't· · b by tho attendance of th d • , 1 .un, ut there they ttro rc·ulily dell tcd 
ca Jlllant and n tnff 

arc .not out for diill nt the 1.:rgeant of neighbouring hnttnl ion h:.tt 
amc I eriod, In C l 1 nnm a, t 1cro is 110 po1111a11cnt istnff LO 
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nny battalion, thongh ha\'O 111•i11!P1l ont thi" dcf1:tL l'epcate lly. Tiso y"'tcm ailoptcJ 

for tho past thn•o yeur:-; of' only tl':li11ing a p<)l'liun of tho act:,.o 1nilitiu cnll'y 

!lltcrnnto year lend,, to a hixity whi('h rrmfor:-. it difficult for ca.ptian:-. of rnral com­

panies to maintain them clli.cicntly, but there is no cxcu'c for their pcrmittiu~ tho 

law lo be ovndcd, which enacts that mo11 :-;hall bo enrolled fo1· th1·cc year:-' scrvi<-c, 

~ign n roll und take an oath, :uul f',H·bids their 'l11itti11g without 6iX mouth~' prc,·ion" 

notice of thci l' do:-;i 1 o lo do so. It thorofol'c becomes all tho more i ucuro bcut on 

commanding officer:-;, cup!ltins and udjnmnt:; to take care that tho obligations of tho 

Act :ire not defeated. A ('aso in point ba'! j111:1t occurred at Bollcville. 'l'wo men of 

tho 49lh Battalion wcro detected an I admitted that they traino.l with the 15th somo 

weeks pre\•iously, one receiving t<ix a111l the othc1· two dollar.... They ... a\cl they 
merely loookctl upon iL in the light of daily labour. Tho Adjutant pro:-.ecutcd the .. e 

men under tho :Militia. .\ct :H Vic., cap. ·10, :;cc. 21l, but, for want of ulllcient 

evi<lcnce. or owing to some kgal technicality, the men were acquitted. The captain~ 
\Tho permittc1l these mon to be trained in the 15th Dattnlion :-hould, however, be 

called to account, because they must hn\"e known that they bad infriugoJ the law 

listinctly laid down in :n Vic., cap. 40, ~cc. 9, which direct1:> men to bu enrolled for 

three year..-, to sign tho Hcrvice l'Oll acrording to form a.t page 13 of the ~lililia 
Regulation~, to take tho oath at page l~, :section 25, anil to ob:-crve the law a.t 

page 14, section 29 of the :-;ume, which, quoting 3 t Vic., cap. 401 :-cc. 8, forbid!'.! any 

roilitiama.n to have permission lo quit tho force without giving l'iX month:-.' previous 

notice. Unless officers arc, pcrompto1·ily callcJ to account for allowing their men lo 

neglect or evade tho enactment:-; of tho lnw, such mi:-derocnnorg m:iy continue. It b 

not po1:1:sible for staff officers lo bo entirely re:.pou:-ible; tho ontb actually rc .. ts wit.h 

the captains of companic,;. Their men mu:-;t be all 1)01·-.onally known to them, and 

if thP.y took proper t•:H'C that tho law a oil rules before quoted woro ob.,cn·c I inviolate, 

the:-.e improprieties would be of rare occurrence. The be-it romcdy to gu.1rd ngnin-.t 

this cva,..:on of tho law will be by in:-;pocting officer" pc1·-.onally. r0t1uiiiu~ cnch 

cnpt:iin to certify, upon honor, that e\·cry man prc-.cnt for annual trnining with hi 

company ha:- fulfillc l all tho con<lition-. of the lnw under the :;tatulc uofore 
1
1uote<l. 

They shonld al"'o be l'cqui1·c<i, befnro the men tu·e di,;mi-.so..'<i, to call O\"Or the "cn·ico 

roll in pre:-;1.mcc of the i11 ... pcdi11g c.fllccr, and to acl'lll\llt for nny t•rHtnllie-. 
11

i
1

on 

examination porccptiulc thcroin before being ccrtillcd for payment. Staff otlicL•r:­

tthonld thc1·cf(H'O in their :u1n11:1l report:<, cortify th•1t this rnlc h:l" been :1tlondc I to 
' . l It· r f ti· tl duty of 

by every corp:-; inspcl'le<l by them, and with what re"u t. .... ~, .... me ) io -. 

Ii
, f' l ·1· · 1 t le 11· 1"\111- 01· d-'"roe to .... nnr<l :1"a1n ... t 

every o ll'OI' o t 1e m1 it in, w lfl e\·er may > • ::. • " 'o • '"' eo 

rr I 
· · · f 

1 
t t' l fl' >111 •111\· ··1111-0 wh.1tu,·or. l fool 

nut 01' m , .... :\ J'Jll'Ojll'l Ht ion 0 lt >Vern ll)Cll Ill\ ... , I • • ' • 

sure it ouly re<ptiiy~ thi" clnty to be pointe1l ont in order to enli t the c 
1·0~lc1nt.1on of 

11 
· · • · · 1· t. tl 1•1'" ..... ,..P11tinl fo1• the11· gmd nee 

a "lntl anrl rc~1111cnt:1l ol\u.:crs 111 \'Ill 1ca mg 10 • •"' " 

in tho propet• a lmini::ft·ation of tho militia -.cn·itc. . 
The Dominion hoi ng <ih idol into 1 :! milih11·y di-<trids,onch hns its Dcpnl) -A<lJuhmt 



:oc 

G ncrnl :md, xc pt three, n RriJndc M 1 ·or,un lor Ol'dCrrl from ho.l<l q uarlers on gcncrul 

routine dutie.-. an l npcrvi-<ion, insJlOCtion of COl'fl" after nnnnal tr.\it1i1w m·11·'111 rr ll, · • • • :;:>I • " 0 Cl"I· 

-Od1c. I 111"'pc<'tt'>n of nrmonrfo-., hold inti boarJ 1 court of inrinil'y, cou1·t m:u·tialt; •· 
& \r· I • ~c., . c. 1t iout -.uch well informed local rnfi ofllcors, thl' crnl\e-...; detail~ which arc mol'e 

1mporta11t nt•d frequent thnn generally npparcnt 01· known by tho Ol'tlin:tr.}· llnb\' · 
• 

0

1 rfi IC ta 
.:1\·1 t e, would not be cnrricd on with rolinblo acc:irncy a111l prompiludo. It huli 

he n fitly dc.,crilcd, that without a ta1r :m nrmy j,., like a ~i:tnt lying pro:-itrato, who 

though l~·'·crfol to outward nppcnr. nco, i:i llc,.;litntc of bone and muscle, :mu cousc: 

qucntly rnN1palilc of nction. 
In cn-c 01 wnr tho cxi-.ting ... taff would probably, as a general rulo not be . _ 

move I f ti . I ' i e . . rom 1t•1r :-p 1cre of notion. They are, more than any other:-, familiar with the 

nnhtnry 1-c.-~m'Cc.; ofthcirdistricL:., and po-.. ... e-..; the reqni-.ite knowlcdgl} for orirt~niziocr 

and ~ 1 wm-dm" i·c.-cr> d · 1 th f 

0 0 

• . ,., c-. nu mntcr1a to o ront. Theil' prescnco therefore could 

ill be fo-pcn-.ed with a cl · m f . . , • n 'cmor o ccr o the active force would probabbr bo a 

I mt d to <' mm·lnd d" · · - 1. • • " ~ • l\"btOn" or uri •iu.lc.-. with a -.u·1 1"Lle ·t"t"' Th 

I 

. ,., · .... :; .. i. ere are 1nao}· 

mtr:thlo u liccr' of Ion•• t' I · · 
1 

• "" prac icn experience 111 cnch arm of the :-crvicc aud so it i~ 
C" 1rublc th. 1 nnnu·ll d ·u h Id 1 ' . f . ' 11 on :1 wny:> be performed by groupinrr battulion:,i and 

c 1 P 0 : :u·m~ m hri·~a le <":l n · · l · . "' "' ·' p-., 111 or< er to prach::.e olliccr ... in the OI)Cl'ation · and 

mann.mvre-. nnd hnndlin" f I i.~ • • ., f 

1 
d . . ::: 0 argo uvdie:; of men. The present district eitaff n.re cnre. 

o r:-, -.omc wit on<? m1litarv lraininO' and · · · · I h II 1111 pam:;takmcr office . . h I .. 
l :i-.011 to ... cukin hicrl ::> " o t<el vice. ave 

Th l 

I ~ i term:- of thezealou-.nttontion they apply to perform thoir dutio~ 
~y Hl\"C atlordud m .. If d . · · durin" m . . . ~ e an the AdJnl.ant-Gencral cordial assistance and support 

,., } -.crncc m tl11" c0mm:md R ~'. . . . r I rt :it. , ·>G • .e ct rmg to artillery rn:;pectioM in last year,; 
1 page - I nn expre"1on C•l:ajlod rh . ·h . . . . . My ouh· obiect I . mo v. ic taken htel'ully, is mblcmhng 

.; " Wtt'- to cavetunmte1Tuptcd th · .6 oftl c · 
1 

.a e ·ciont1 c and technicul cxaminatiou. 
.. ..pecm corp-. to tho In the l>e t qualified . h ... . ... poctoro, who nrc by vr:ictical study and c lucatioa 

m t n~ splc1aliU I rc t th t!icir cordial 
00 

. • · -.pee esc -.t."lff officer:- who hnvc given me 
-OpCnttJOD, llnd regret if Ull r • 1 d .,I • them. \\ cig ic woiu., nmntcntionally hurt any of 

The AdJ"nl.aut Gene I . h . ra ' wit J a111i;;tnkinrr "d · h 
flc,,.alntion and 0

1
..,1 • " h ·. . o u '

1 mty, a .. com pile l :.. new C-Odc of 
"UClb JOI' t e .M1htta Thii; l"d 

the lnw rclatir.g to th .
1
.t. · con ° 1 atcd work embrace:. 1>oclion:. 1,1{ 

e mt l ta and dcfcn fC J for the militin nnd ext t- f cc 0 ann a, tho regulations an<l order-< 
' rac " rom the Queen' R I . 

I of; r · the receipt of th 
1
, J) . . cg 1 at ion-;. This Look '''fl,, i 11 typ~ 

0 :i.rmy I C'lphnc :ind n I . cd tho prcvion M ( . A • • cgu ation Act of 187!.I, which super· 
., n 10) .-i.ct and Ai t1clc of \Y 

fi How embracing uch })O ·t· f nr, cono<'quenlly an acldundum will 
1 ion o that A ·t a b II b . 

1 
iry for 1cfcronco As ti . . · a 0 conotderod in gcucrnl practice, 

. 
1 

· ic tcrm111at1or. of m\· • · · C 
w 1 to cxpre m\· thank~ t C 

1 
· " 

01 
nee rn .inndn approaches, I 

" o o o cl Po ¥ell l r t-G Y able a si Lance i . . . · ' ~ JU an o 1cral, for u pw.u·cl of five 
• ' VCI) cord al and a rrc abl ffi . . 

' l t: m n · t the pre t d 0 c 0 > ·1 il rntc1 cour o from our first 
I on ay. He h laho cd . 

for n arly 
0

• •htecn ~·ca h . ur ·with per><c\·ering tcnnci ty of pur-
, rs on t c t.aff ' c • br l . n t 11n01 expanding nnd con olidating 
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tho militi:i of the l>omin ion. 'l'hc n·sult of his :.i11glc rni11dctl exertions is aL l~m·t 
olf·l'<.'Wtll'Uing, nnd will I lrur:.t he Cl'OWllC(I with cunlinuod bUC .0 ... 6 • ' 

lt, ha'i been tmggo led in prcviou report , that there tihoulu he nnolhor senior 

officor on tho hca<l-<1uartcr Rl:itf, to perform the duties pertaining ;to Qunrtor­

ma!-ltcr Gcncnil, intelligence, clothing, :m<l :;upply. It i:. too much to requiru one 

taff officer to pe1form nil tho details of an armed force between tho Atlantic and 

Pncilic Oceans, t'preud over an urea of torrilol'y neat'ly :b lal'ge as E111opo, a great 

torl'nq~!COUl'I region compri~ing over three million s :irnl n half ofsqu:ll'C mile . Th iough 

tho diligence of tho Acljutant-Gcnorul, the military dcp:u'l1nc11t proceeds w: th (luo 

rc~nlarity j but !L snd<lcn r,all to arm..; would deman(l 11ow cnorgic .. , and tht·y i-hould 

ho trnined in peace. Tho ~inglc chief of tho staff might liet:omo inc.1paci tatc<l, and th\;n 

thoro would be a friction without a sub:-titntc. -
The im:rc:l~ing importance of or~tnanl!~ mannfacturo an(l convcr:.ion, the armin~ 

of co:l~ts and hal'bour:-\ nt tho ca ... t and wo~l extromiti<i... of tho Dominion, the propo-.dcl 

introduction and employment of t.-Orpcdo pl'actico, all point to the oxpc<lic11cy of 

attaching a :,itafl' officer of tho onlnancc branch to the hoaJ.quartcr dcpal'tmcnl; an 

In~pcctol' General of Arlillcl'y or S11r•cyor General of Ordnance at head·quartor 

would be a. m;cful nJtlition to the s.atl, savi11g delay am\ COl'l'C p ondmw., which 

arc under the pl'C"cnt sy::,tcm unavoidable. 
The military forces of tho Dominion have attained a mol'c rcgulnl' nn<l soli l char:ic-

tor, though the oxortions and ~pirit of the volunlecr1> aro 1lc cr,·in~ of the aailitiona\ 

support in parliamentary approp1fation which, I trust, tho leJi:-.laturc \\ill 1>00 fit t<> 

grant in duo time. National ucfcncc cnnnol, hoWe\·cr, be c011ii11ed L' tho rnaiult:n­

ancc alone of ::iqnadrcn of c~w.1lry and battalio11:s of infantry; attention mtht be 

gh·cn an<l cucrgic3 inu-..t bo directed to the nece:,sity of ::ilorner :irm1\menk. in 

:-.upplemcnt to the excellent and well organized mi hf~ of the lino. 'l'he bravo pcDplo 

of Canada will ri,;c :;top by ,.tcp, a it wc1·c beyond the mero militia i;t.ng<', and by 
moan:. of hC>mo appli:mcc.., will ::.hortly accompli::.h entire &olf.1clianco for defence 

in ar~onab and mannfactorie:; of their own. A thi~ important :-y. tem c:q1:rn<li:. 

t-O mu,,t the craft"mcn bo at h1~ntl to work it, and :-top· :;honld be tak n to t1·nin 

on ~mch working E<lutf, who can no more be cxtompofrr.cd withont p1-ncticnl ox1H:ri-

<'ncc than the driver of n locomotive on a railway. 
It is noteworthy what a "tatt' i" con:::i1lcrod ncco::i:,mry fo1· civil dcrartment>1

1 

whether of Goverumcnt, of bank" 01· counting hou. c:-. Theil' Jutios aro conducted 

in comfortahlo otticc~ at rogular nrnl fixed hour:-, with no bkilinl an1l acti,-c enemy in 

tho tield t<> 1 c. ibt 01· co po with; how much greater is tho need for trainclll :.nd 

experienced nt:lff officor;o; for an armed force, where wanl of :,kill and practical 

knowlod,,.c with tho confidence t.-0 be acnuir~ onh· in '-'car of military :;tudy. 
0 I ·~ • ./ 

might causo irrotricvablo dit®3ter and loi;. ... of lifo. 
Then would duiy follow tho cri tici..;m of irrc:-p:m:-1ihlo and uon-milit:1ry co1 ro.~-

pondont..;i, who pnssiug by the cnuso•. woul<l a .. ~umo the hnitado of sittiug ia 



. ftl nmnndor in tho pl'O ... lllCC of an cnomy, n111l so11ding · I ment on the t:wt1c. ... o 10 r.oi . 
JU g h •h th ,m cl\"o ... cap.1ulo of supcrscdm:; to the a1.h·ant-th r , icw IJ1'0.1dca:>t, t t Olio c 

. h u l·•r tho~· condomn. of tho public -..cn·1cc t o comm n " " . . . .· 
:.g . . . d l t ountn· ,,0c to 'rnr, n()t fo1 the pm pose of :-uppl) lllg Be l'tn" in min t 1n n l • r- • 

• 

0

• • •• It but fol' the olijcct of cunq uonng tho enemy, it i~ tJio puu IC With "'Jiil')' p.11-:lgl.IJI "• 
I _,J t l. t .,.. triction ha ... :it k1wth uccn found nccesH:tl'y, as well t.<1 not to be worn c1 '-'" u t i.1 '..,.... o . . 

. . 1. · formation a:; i11 tho intcrc~t of the public so1·v1co and the deprive the encm) 1010 10 

di cil'linc of the army. . . , 
j !, I' i·c" 1•11 J>rc. ... cnco of an onl!my 1:. bound to hnvo tho sorv1cos of A comm:1111 er o o "' 

• I I k' lf I 1·-·lv of ... tnlf officers of :ill :11·m:1, in the interest of tho urmy ii trmnct :1111 .., ·1 11 vvc J • • 

cnh u ... ted to hi., go id a nee. . 
'fo dlill nud discipline in pe:ire ti mo nn nrmy nt nil commensurate w1lh the need 

fc d ·ro•·1·,..,.,,.1 to undertaken ::.eriou:' w:ir, i::. e\·idontly out. of the question o :111:1 n, 1 u ,,, "' • 

ti . nil that c:m be n(tcmptcd i ... to m:1int:tin in a fair ow.to of ctlicioucy 11. con,cquon } , . . . · • 
mull force which wonl<l, on the thrcnt of ho ... t1ltl1e ... , ~cn·c as a foundation of one 

much lnrgcr. With thi-. object in view, it would follow that it might ho profcr~ulc, 

with n ~ivcn -.nm of money, to incrc:i-.e efficiency o\·011 at the cxpon-.c of isomo small 

rcductiou of number.... Canadn hn-. no cxcclleut organization, but, porhap~, rnthor 

widely l'l'l'cn I for the patliamcntnry appropriation; it might be preferable to main­

tain the nnmliers only thnt can be ,.,utficicntly di-.ciplined to ::;c1·vo for being 

mlcquntcly incrcn ... cd in ti mu of war. Thero should be n. carcfully-1mpor\.·isod organ­
i?.ution of the rc. ... erve~ of G50,000 men, and there '-hould be supplic:; of n.rm:; and 

nmmunition, at n. proportion of not le-.-. than :mo rounds per riflo, muintnincd fo1· 
J00,000 men. A dcticient amount of time to improve discipline :ind drill i,., ~till 
however f, promiDl'llt dnfcct i a more extended period is a great want and an im­

portant acform , Lut while thi:. cxtcn ... ion i'l not po ...... ible for '13,000 men on tho ~um 
now ,otcd Ly Parlinrncnt for drill an I trnining, would it not he prudent t.o rc<luct• 

somewhat tho number ~till further, -.o a to afford tho 20,000, which might for n ti mo 
reprc cot the nctin; militia of C:mnd:i, a re. onnblo pet·iod under m·m~ fo1· being 

more er\'icc:ihly m •uldod. 1 l would nt the "ame time bo unfair to ovel'!ook the 

Jnrgc umount of' oluntnry exertion on behalf of nntio11nl dcfcnc·e, uy which Cana­

<linn nrc honnrnbly dbtiugni hcrl; nod thici po1,1tnncous energy will donbtlc1Ss lend 

in the future, v. hen rc\"cnuc.s increa e, to urge tl10 Legislature to ox tend more 
Jil crnlit) toward ... their national tlcfcnec:s, and to keep up tho martial i:;pirit, arnl 
Btrcngthen the military po,.ition of tho Dorninion. 

Meanwhile, until that good time arrh-c , we nrc :.u . .,01-liing 0111· stock of rilk~, 
equipment nnd clothing, anl this i a very serious and import:mt rnatter. 

In tho nnnunl report of IS;G n w:u·ning was given at pag(• -13, and in Jagt year'io; 

at pag !.1 nn I 10, that nch difficulties WC'rc nppronC'bing, nnd N1 far a~ relates to 

clothing, thi i ... now ful611cd. The yearly upply doc not rnedt the J early w1rntl), 

and o tho rc:scn·c i~ :ibso1 I ed. With a force tif 43,000, lllCll \~c hould require 
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1 ~ 000 lit,!\\" ,..uits 1w1· :1111111111 j hut UK llic clothing \'olc only prol:uro :ibout u,000 

niiltl )early, thu :csult to be expcc·tcd i · plain. I don'l wi,..h tot>~· tho reduction I 
hnro :tllu lc I to in the acti\'t.! militia tarried out beyond the unalliliatcd corp pcci­

fi~d bofi•rc; but if the p1·c cut aelivo fo1·co i:i to I.le maintained creditably, a lurgor 
111111 u:d rnle fur clothing nt all events is an apparent necessity. An addition to th& 

Elock of riflol' and carlridgeli b oqnully Ho, and I tru:st attention may bo given to 

the-c item~ Tt t:ihouhl be noticed that a largo quantity of cart1·i<lgo,. is annually 

iurchmcd by various rifle u-;sociations, n.n<l tbut the amonnt paid for it, being 
:·reditcd to tho Rcccivcr-Gonol'lll, ii; therefore lost to tho Militia Department. 

With regal'<l to the manufacture of ema·ll arm ammunition Ly the Canadian 

<~o\·ernmo11t, it may uo ~ta.ted that a commur.icntion was lately made to the llamilton 

PolVlici· Company 011 tho subjcC't. 'rhc com pany decline~ t<• unde1'lako the supply 
.. :i~ a co 111mc1·cinl adventure, on tho ground tlint Snider Hiflcs uro 011ly u:.od for 

ftorcrnmcnt tiCl'\'icc, and foe number of roun Is required annually will not afford, 

after counting inlel'C:-t on plant, a remunerative profit on tho ontlay 110<:e:;•ary to 

carry on the manufacture. U ndcr these circum!"tancc:-<, ancl n~ it is co11:-i11c1·ed 

nccc•..,ary tho Department should hold a re!'ervc of nt lcnst 300 rounds per rifle, 

amounting to 21,000,000 rountls for '70,000 stand, or :rn,000,000 round:; for 100,UOO 

stanrl, to prnvidc :1gai nst con tingC'ncie=-, it might therefore appo:ir ari economy for 
the Go\'lWnm1mt to purcha"o plant and machinc1-y on its own :1<•cotmt. 

'rlic con:-;idc1·ations which prcrnil with an ordimuT urnnufacturc1·, in eccking 

immediate pi·ofits on hiH capital embarked in bu<ne ... s, do not apply with eqnal force 

in rc-:1,cct to the ostabli"hmont of a manufacture of tl.i-; natnro by <1-0\'crnmcnt, 

liccau-,~ it is necc:-;-.nry the department should hold a rbc1·\-c of ... mall ann cartri<lg~. 

and the cartridge:; arc linl>lo from various C!llL"e" to deteriorate in quality. Tho 
-0ntlay ncc·c..,-.a1T to t•,,tabli-.h a Government manufac.:tory might be con~idoro<l about 

equal lo the ordinary ]>lll'C'h:bl' clu1·ing two years Of 000 million round:- of uni) and 

500 000 rournb of bla11k per nn1111m, 01· in other word-:, if the amount u ... unlly dcrntcil 

to t
1

hc irnrcha1.:e of small arm {'!ll'tridgc-; during two yc.'lr,,, be cxponclc l in the crc:ilion 

of a manuf:tctory, our re~cn·c of amm1111;1;,.,n woul1l be rlimini-:hcd to that extent, 

that i,.., oui· rc~cr·vc being at prc:-ent 7,350,509 rounds, we shou l l at tho end of two 
yca1 .... , when tho manufoctory would bo in order, on ly ha,-~ ~,~:>0.50:l rounds of ~all 
c:uti·idgc-: lotl in ~tore, buL wo tihonlt! bavo in~tc:ui, the bL ·1hty for mnn11factu11ng 

ih,.ee times a~ many cart.ridges in NLCh yoar thereafter. . 
)[oreoY<'I'. if the r.o\'crnmcnt posso::;socl a sm:ill n1·m tactory of 1G own the 

· · · l l • ··L1·y under })rc,,ont t·ircurnstnnccs might be l\1•crve oi cartn<lges c·onr:H ere< nccest->. · 

l'oduccd tfl meet tho <'Ost of c·rcating tho manufac!.ory, pnwido l 110 unu ... ual pro:-; ure 

I l · Th orks bein1., onC'o c ... tnbli-.hcd wo could to met•t a Htate of war i;hou t anse. e w ::. • 
· } 1 - h ·' a~ thoy can ho im1)orted from En°fand. The J>1°0<lnc:c the C'artndge~ a-< c· icap) c1c . ~ 

} d d OD i;;borL ti mo wJiou dc ... 11 nulo, and be m:inufactory cou!J uo rnn ~11ol't 1:1r1 o , or ~ 

ready to work up to ii:; foll <':tp:il'ity whenever nn omerJllncy :1ro-..c. 



f b h. aory in Frwlnn l for i;nch an c::il 1hli:--hmcnt would b .di>ut 
The cost 0 t 0 mac II • 0 • 

d 
r t lOrt in u111nco , • of tho amo to C:rnutln :LhouL S l,.JOO; in 

$30,0110, n 11)r rnr "I , 1 ., . . . 
. h' h 1. 'ld'nrrs nn 11 b01ato1 \' fittod with an cng1nc, :;hafllng, b.md 

add1hon to \\ 1c 1 um 1 o • • • . . . 

11 l lhe mnchincry ·ulCl mc:m for fJlhng cnrt1·ulg\::o W<JUld h vc to 
and u1c > cs to prope · 
bo pt-O\ idcd loc:1lly. . 

Tho money required for thdr pnr<·ha. o might bu ,·otcd next yu:u· 111 plaeu l1f tht' 
· t' nto of ~qo 000 for nmmunition 111·0,•idin~ tho S~O,OOu nvuilablo thi11 

oiilm:uy c. .. 1m " , ' . •. . . 
year bo now do\Oted to the ncqui ... 1tion of :-nppltih for tiold a~1d gurntion url1llo1:r· 
This won Id permit n n .... iuction of tho ~tock of .. mull arm curtmlgo:-1 through praclact 

during two yC'nr .. to tho oxtont of about :!,000,uOO roundt1 of ball and 1,000,000 
round of blnnk. It j.. -.tnted thnt tl10 muchinory in u:-o at tho Hoyal Ar:--onal, Wool­

wich for tho mnnufactnro of tho )!nrtini-llonry cartl'idgo:>, wa~ made hy )fo. .. sr~. 
' Gre uwoo<l :md Battey, of Leod:-1 aml that tho "amo machinery with tili•jht alteration • -

""·ill manufacture tho Snider nmmuuition. .A8 tho machinery will reqniro to uo mado 
and cannot be deli\"orcd before noxt, aumrnor, it v;ill be de:;irablo, iu tho ovcnt of this 

propo,.nl being acted on, to gi\'o tho neCtb:iary ordor at once. 
It i bccomin; more nnd mo10 o\·iJont e>ory dny that Canada hhoul l lHl\ o :m 

arscn.11 at lcMt of -econd·clru , nnd that thi" ar:<onal should bo :-ituatod uud r thl't 

gun .. of Qucbe . It woul I thon bo ocuro from attack. F1·0111 it a succo. :.fol countcr­

htroko mi!rht be made again t no cnomy who had driven in our fir:-t lino of d feuec. 

The trnn·po of qo10,., by rnil. water or roa l to ov0ry part of tho dcfcn iblo :uea, 

i p rhap~, e.1sicr than from any other place of ni·m~ in Bl'iti:ih ~forth A11nll'ica, nnd 
tho rC.:;Ourcc ... ot the country in timber, in mineral .. , anti the raw material necc ry 
for the contiltuc ion of mauition of w. r can Le a~ readily obtained thero as ol owherc. 

It i-. Jirovidcd by ::iuch fortificntiou us rnuld on ure il-; tlofonco by n. comp.wath cl~ 

mall i ice n:.;.iin t upcrior numbers, nn I would oblige the latter to undo1·tr.ko it 

ei,., or inve:.tment. with ovc1y 110 p ct of finnl failure. 

Quobc :me! JGng,,ton c.1ch pre cnt ad\·antagos from the pru e'1100 

of the Gunnerv Schoob und killetl nrtillory officer;;. Tho lnborntory men 

<ould be cmployc I in the b:itlcric: \\hon tho cartridge 1canufuctory wa uot 

rnquired to work. Quebec i unfortunntely too far ca::.t; con. idoring thnt tho 

tendency of the tre .. m of J>Opulntion beir.g we,,twarJ1 it would bo far from 

tho mo .. t populon district in a few year,, hone(•. But Quobec has suitablo buil ling~ 

al1 endy provided, the A1 til11•1·y lbtTack and tho Laboratory being 'l uito rca<ly to be 
adapted, anc.1 it c:au, in addition to its own arm:unont, at any ti mo in i;urnmor haw~ 

the further protection of hip of war. ~Ioroovor, tho North Shore Hailwtl)' can 

now be a:.c I for transport, auil l>eing on tho left bank of tho St. Lawrence, :mJ 
it line considerably removed from the frontier it i~ a bottor military com· . . ' 
munication t-0-.vnrds the west than the Grand Trunk alone. Tho exton ion of 

tho No~th Sboro Line with the Canada Central by Lako NippiSRing aod the Sault 

St. Mar:c to tbc we i will provide a afe communication to the great lake~, null a a 
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ccntro of com•nnnkation by rail and 1>tcambo:..t, it mny on becoming a thi'Oui;h 

route to the .North-Wo t., bo found r:occssary to have a dcfonsiblo position cnti·cnched 

on the :ihoros of Lnko Ni pi i11g. King ton hru similnr ruh•antn.;o to Qaoboo in 

somo moa::illl'O, but it Hitii on tho frontier a ailnble from I"nko Ontario; whilo 
Ottnwa hru; no buildings at all :mitO<l, ovcryth ng would have to bo con tructc<l and 
provide1l, and thoro nro no permanent skilled urtillorymon at hand. 

It would doubtless provo of advantage if tho clothing required for the militia 

coulJ ho produced in Cu.nnda, but as yot, tho enquiries mn•lo hnvo not boon fruitful in 

results. Tho kindt1 anrl colom·i! of cloth used for tunics by tho difforeut arrn::1 arc not 

usually manufactured in this country, and as the annunl upply rerp1i1·c 1 for each arm 

is not compnrativoly large, thoro ha.'; not been much do~iro expr~ e<l by :my mill to 

undort:1ko it in competition with tho"o which turn out large qunntitiru for the Irn­

perinl nrmy. Tho great coat.~ of grey cloth which cnn be very well mndo in Canada 

are being supplied thb yenr from Sherbrooke. 

Tho reports of the sovernl military dbtrict" will uo found to contain dotnilod 

information in tho Appendix ::N'o. 1. Lient.-Colonol T•lylor gi\·es a ju tly favorable 

account of the troops in Dbtrict Xo. i, and comments upon thoir genornl efficiency, 

being well supplied with arms, accoutrements and uniform, and their toadinoss nnd 

attention to drill. 'rhe voluntary guard furni:ihcd during tho Vice Hcgnl pro,..'To ... :; 

in September, referred to in term:; compliment:iry to the corps thnt participated. 

Tho exposed po<;ition of tho County of Es..;cx, on tho extreme frontier of mH.orn 
Ontario is also referred to. It is important an efficient IJ'ltlnlion :-;hould he at that 

point to cover Wincbor. Tho subject was under con-;idoraton of tho Government 

some months ago, but I have rccoi\·od no order:i with reference to it. 
Lieut.-Colonol Durie report!' likewise, in general favournhle term .. of tho corp» 

in .Military Di:;trict No. 2, anrl refer:; to the reception of the Uovernor-Genernl Ull(.l 

Iler Hoyal Ilighno,.;,.; tho Prince ... :i Louise in Toronto, and the rcdow of the troop on 

tho Garrison Common on that occasion. The remark" of Lient.·Colonol Murray1 com­

manding 23rd Battalion, annoxa.l t-0 this report, arc pertinent t-0 the question of 

inc;tructing ofllcor,.; and orgcnnt.... Ile ..;ny-;, in all ca•o whon companic" nro com­
manded by intelligent and energetic officer..; who understand their duties, cvcrythmg 

goes well, when the rc\·or:-;c is tho ca ... c, tho company i~ lo,·enly, badly drilled, and 

not intorosto(l in tho performance of their several dutic..;. 
Licut.-Colonel Van Strnubonzco rcporb very fully on the ·everal corp in-.pcct-Od. 

in M1litni-y Di:-;trict :N"o. 3, and ·with a gcnel':tl favourable tendency. Ho. pednlly 

refers to the 4Gth Regiment under Liout.-Coloncl \Yilllimn..;, .M. P., nnd cxpr <..e..: hi:; 

beliof thero i!'i not a tin er rural battalion in tho D >minion. Ile remarks, on tho 

impropriety I hn.ve before allmle<l to, in tho wnnt of ufll ient c re on tho part of 

officers when cn i·olling their mon to a-.cortain thnt. they don't b Ion • to any other 

corps-he has ui co,·ci·ctl . O\'Oi'1ll mon thi nar drillin y twice, : l in order to put 

a st-0p to it as fur as 1,o iLlo, ho suggest" 1b I hm·e already done in ol 1 \\Ord -that 

8-n 



_ b dd-,.1 to the nquittnncc roll-'' that evc1-y mnn who,;o nnmo n1•po:1N n cor t1t1cntc c n '-~' . . . 
• II· .__ ji·'e member of this c<o1np:rn\'1 hav111g "tgrwd tho !lon·1co l'Oll 

11 on t111 ro h a vvna 1t • 

t nnd t•lkcn lho onth of nlll·~innc..-.'' I haJ al"'o 1·ccom. "for three ye.'\r-. on~ngcmcn , . . . • 

h II h Id uo cnllt'd O\'or in prc-.cnco of tho rnspoctmg ofhcor, nnd m n led thnt en" 1'0 ' ou • 
· 1 l l likewi 0 givo hi" verb.ti a-.,,ur:rnco upon honour, that nil th 1t lho cnptmn "1011 r . 

· · h d be 0 npli'd wilh B\· thc:-o mean$ more cnro will bo tnken by con ht1on-. n on c 1 u • • • . 

d t to tnhnrr men nt t. •o last moment to fill tho ranks for mspoc. offi er-. nn n "top pu • ' ,., ' 
. 1't · I. l·,· 11\cru cli·inco thnt nn in~pecti11g officer can dttlCOY01· thct1e t1011. i-. on \ 'J 

• 1 · · • h·l\'O 1.,,01, known to drill twice in tho :;ume yonr under nH~utncd irregu nn t 10 ... , IL.., mon ' u~ 

nnmc.-. 
Lieut.-Colonel Jack.;on, ~Iilit:lry Di:-trict Xo. 4, gi-vos n. good account of the 

t · "'I tni ,·c:ir nn l \'en· n:iturnlly nth·ocnte:; brigade camps of exorci~o. llo corp" rnrn.,. ... . , . • . . 
con~idcr' tho difficultv of p1'0curin~ qualiticd otli.001·:; is on the 111croase from want of 

any cstnbJt ... he I :-y ... tcrn of in ... tructionnl :-chool..;. llo roma~s on tho ~·u1·ioty of 

uniform-. U.'-Cfl in hi ... J1 ... trict, ... omo in tho snmo corps wennng patrol JUCkots of 

different mntcrinl uncl ... linpu, with hon I drc-scs of different p:utorns, nnd sword 

belts nnd :-word-. of different mnko and qunlity This b -very improper, and now 

thnt dr , re!!ulnlion ... have been supplied to officers, no excuse can exist for non· 

compli nco with them. 

Lieut -Colonel F1ctchcr, C.M.G., rofo1s nt considerable length to Military District 

No. 5, 1111d c ... pecially to the cxcelleut :;pirit noticeable throughout tho district 

in f:n·our of the nctive militia, nnd tho truly loyal and willing disposition that, 

rre\·nil throughout tho force. In nllu:-1on to the garri:son brigade of artillery, he 

remarks tbero are rnc1mcie~ for two field officer~. I am of opinion that majors in 

artillery brigade ... n10 ... uperfluou , a captains of butteries would work their guns 

and oue field officer to comm md tho b1\;ado is quite uffi.cient. He gives a notice to 
the Queen':- Birthday review in pr~cncc of IIi ... Excellency tho Governor Genornl nnd 

Iler Royal Ilighne ..... the Princess L-oui o, nnd to the pre~ence of tho American 

battalion from Brooklyn. It i:> n coincidence that the double e:!holon of quarter 

<'olumns, de.~1gned to show n solid formation to resi:>t the impetuous attack by a 

barbarian multitude un upported by cannon wa.~ adopted with complete i;uccess a 

few month later, only upon a larger sculo on 1ipacious ground, by Lieut. General 

Tu>rd Chelmsford at the bnttle of Ulundi. 

A commander cannot be rC.'ltrictod by fixed l'llles in tho presonco of an enemy, 

gouernl principle;, mu t guide him to dispo:,o his forces to tho bo:-t advantage, accord· 

ing to the nature of the ground and tho character and power of tho enemy in his front. 

Lieut-Colonel Harwood, Military District .i.;To. 6, givo.; a ~ery fair account of the 

generally sn.ti factory state of tho corp3 under his command. Tho St. Hyacinthe 

Battalion i cow full by the addition of a now company, and having tho Arthnba ka.. 

ville Independent Company attnchcd to it. This corps is now the S!th Infantry 
.Battalion. 
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Liout.-C·ilonel D11chcimny, ~filita1·y 1Ji~t1ict Xo. 7, drillotl 2,000 rnon during tl.o 

trainin;,{. and rn1101·t8 woll of them. Ho refer::. to tho Qu.ebec labour riot in August la.st, 
n111l ut!'onl~ gcncrnus tcsti mony to tho conduct of tho troop,, callotl out and e\"ornl days 
kept under anns, by which a serious riot was averted. Tho magistrnuh of the city 

11nd banlieue of Quoboc pre. ontod thorn with an addre . ..,s, acknowledging tho \'aluttblo 

aid they had afforded the civil power. 

Licut.-Coloncl :\1uunHell, Military District :No. 8, ba!i al:! mmal 1mbmittotl a report 

distingui:-1hud l·y many thoughtful and practical suggci;tions. It c111l.11·aco!i n variety 

of 'luestioni; of military consequence to tho Dominion, and I can only it1'ito a care­

ful perm;al of it~ nrnltor, which it would bo unfair to refer to by a mere sketch. 

The reception of His Excellency tho Governor General and II.RH. tho Princess 

in the Province of Now Bl'Unswick, and the prominent obaro taken in the ceremonies 

by the militia aro noted. The measures adopted by Lieut.-Colonel .Mnun-.ell on bat 

occasion, and the quiet and orderly behaviour of tho troops were very much appJ.o­

ciated, as afterwards duly recorded in General Order:i. 

Colonel Lau1·ie, Military Di1>trict No. !>, reports tho training of 2,000 men at 

annual drill. Ile very properly calls attention to tho nece:.:;ity for a "cparatc dish'ict 

a1·mourer. By the present l:llow process it will be nendy five years before the arms 

have been gone through, a.n·I this require:; prompt attention and rcmody. Ho i·cfers 

also to tho necessity for infantry schools for instruction of officers and scrgcanls-a 

want so generally felt and so frequently suggested in prenous reportii. 

The 66th Battalion, of Halifax, has this yenr been honoured by tho ti lo Qf 
"Princess Louise," having bad the distinguished good fortune to furnish tho g. nr l 

of honour on the landing of His Excellency and Her Royal Ilighnes.., in the Rnynl 

Xaval Dockyard of lla.lifa.x, on their first stepping on shore in Britbh :Norili 

.America. 

Lieut.-Colonol Osborne Smith, C. M. G., :Military District ~n. 101 1fanitob", 

point: out tho ncco.-.;sity of incrca.-;ed forces, in con,.,ideration of ti. .nflux ot' foreign 

labour, in view of tho largo works of railway construction now in progro-..... 'l'hii; is 

a vc1'Y reasonablo suggestion, as experience has ~hown that this may, :tt any time, 

boa very disturbing element. Ili:; progre~s in organizing mounted :md inlantry 

companies in tho Nortu-Wost Territories has been already fully dwelt upon in the 

report. Ile slates that. tho action of the Govornmont in extending the militia law to 

those tcnitorios and Keewatin bas boon thoroughly n.ppreciatocl and :n·nilod < • b,.. 

tho settlers as far as thoir yot comparatively spar:10 numbo1·,- woul<I ndmit. ll 

k•ok~ upon tho No1·th-Wcst. militia sproa(ling with tho newly fo1·11101l -.ettlomcnt :i; 

calculated to form an impo1·tant agont in civilizing that \'a~t torritory: :md to hcco111~ 
ii powe1fol liuk in tho chain of Dominion defences bot.\\ oon tho two groat ocean 

Lieut.·Colonol Hamilton Grny, C. )!. G., Military Dbtrict No. I:!., Prince l<:dwni l 

Island, give" a foir account 11ftho miliLia. He rcfo1 to tho npprovnl of tho Go\"'.ernor­

Gcnoml of their cornluet and appearance during the Yi-:it. of IIi Ex ollenoy • nJ 
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JI r :Roy I Highn the Piincc Jn t summer. lie :ii o rofors to tho tot.nlly <lofenco-
c ofCharlott-0to\\ n, with 10,000 inhnl>it.nutn entirely ut tho morcy of nn armed 

JI j • t r which could inn VCr,) fow hou lc>y contributions nnd exact plun<lor to a 
ru'r u t nt. Jic uggc t forcibly the noce ity for ~omo nC'lion being takon to 

nil .} the well grounded n1lp1·ehcn ions of tho inhnbit.nu~. 
'l'hi conclude-. the di:;trict tnff report , with tho exception of :X o. 11, from 

D iti"h Columbin, not) ct come to hnnd owing to tho long tlistnnco of Yaric·ouvor 

Jslnnd, lmt thnt form-. the subJect of ome JlCCinl remarks fortho1· on in this roport. 
The report from tho commnndnnts of tho Roynl .Military College and tho gtm· 

ner,)· cliool-. of A mid .B Ilntt~rio-, hnve not yet roached me, but they will bo in the 

ppcndix nnd nrc -.nrc to de cn·o nttentive pcru.-.nl. 
Tho nrtillcry i-. rcforrcd to in clot.nil from tho various district:-;. This : rm con. 

ti u to derive great advnntngo from tho gunnery schools. Somo of tho 3:l1Tison 

rott tic in the we-.t, formorly detnilod, might be di:--pen:-;ed with, haYing no gun:i. 
T r o now bnttcric hnvc been nuthorizod to be rni:;ed in the City of Quebec and 
Point LSvi , where they :ire -.o muc.h needed to mnn the works of the fo1 t.·o:;s and 
forts. T11cy ha>e the mean of inst.ruction at hand in the Citadel. 

The 1 field b:1t~ric arc in good working order. Fifteen arc nrmcd with the 
iro rifled nine pounder gnns, one with 21 pounder howitzer:,, and tho remainder 

' ith bronze mootl1 bore. They nro all efficient aud generally commanded by able 
o ors. 

The carnh·y mnintnins it~ usual :::-01Ticeablc reputation. The Governor-General's 

body guard at the Toronto review, under the expcriene:ed command of Liout.-Colonel 

G T. Denni::.on; the Cobourg Squadron, under Lieut-Colonel Boulton, who as 
scn.ior officer commanded tho brigndc ; and the Squadron 2nd Regiment under l\Iajor 
Ell ott, showed to great ad>nntage; while tho .llontreal Troop under Major Tees 
mid tho Ottnwn Troop under Cnpt.nin Stewart elicited approbation at the Montrenl 
review. The Ottnwn Troop ha hnd the honour of being :,tylcd " Tho Pri ncoss Louise" 
Drngoon Gunrcl , and the effi~icnt squadron nt Quebec, under Liout.-Colonel For­
S)1h, h been grunted the distinctive title of "Tl1c Queen'0 Own Canadinn llus-

,, . ~he <;addlery, nrm nnd equipments of the cavalry in general in cnch mili· 
tn.ry d1 tuct arc roportcd complete and in good serviceable condition. 

When the brigade i::choolB of instruction are instituted at Quebec and Kiugaton, 
the ca\'nlry of tho Dominion will have tho atlvnntnge of trained drill instructors 
b id acquiring a knowl !rte of •t t' 

1 

,, equ1 n ion arnl horse managcmont, which aro 
ne nry for steadiness nn<l to in·e"'ont conf · · th · · · ' u 10n m o ranks m iap1d evolutions. 

I nm glad to report that i.·ou h"vo · • ·a J • • nti .1 " VOi.} COllSJ Crate y made a special approprl· 
.. n of the fund nt your dispo l fi · th h · · · . a 01 o pnrc n o of mntc.1:1ls, engmcermg 
im1 le nt nnd cqn· 1cnt.s in some • fi Id · . . mens ire, n c cotnp:mws of the evornl l'Orp:. 
of en •me r . Thi '" II bo very· ncceptnblo to tho offi h 1 . ccrs w o l:l\'O gono to 

d LJ cxpcn e nnd devoted time and tnlcnt in tho in::;t1 uction of tho mon nnd 

xx ix 

providing store fiw their 01·vicc>. fn Augu t lru t tho Toronto En •inccr Comp:ury 
' encamped nt Niagnm for annual training, and was in pcctcd by Mnjor W nlker, HO.} nl 

Engineers, Profo <;or of Fmtiti<"ation in the Royal :\lilitnry College. Jii report; 

contains mnttor of so much importance to tho future progre s of tho Dominion 
Engineer:-. that I roeommo1Hl its being ~tudicd in the appendix. 'l'ho first recom­
mendation is for sorgoa.nt instrucl-01·11 from the Royal Enbineers, qualified to gi>o 
tho noccs~:wy pracLicalAtoaching on tcchnicnl subjects. Also, for snituhlo fiol cfJ.nip­
mont, ~nggesting moreover an 01·gnnization fo1· the whole of the engineer force of 

tho Dominion which, \Vhilo prc!'lorvingthc existing com1,:rnic, will en. uro thcii· offi­
cioncy and provide a nucleus fo1· tho ncces ... ary pontoon and telegraph lrnins which 
woul<l bo cap:iblo ol' grwlnal oxtcn~ion. Tha report further sketchc::1 out in much 

' det.-iil a practicable scheme which if c:.i.rl'iOil out woul(l lea l to the formation in 
the future, of a foree of thoroughly efficient engineer.;; but in the me:mtimc tho 
existing companies :;hould devote themseh·es particul:lrly to the simple field works 
required for placing in a ::;tu to of defence a po'>ition, a village. or i.-olatod locality, 
work::; of the greato:;t importance in the present condition of war. lnsll'llction in 
signalling is also of conscr1ucnco and should be included in thci1· com·~", and generally 

studied as far a-. po:,siblc throughout the sorYice. It is consi1\orcd b ·ttcr to know 

thoroughly the application of the :>imple ·.vork.; rcquire<l on tho field of battle o :l.3 

to be able to instrm.:t the infantry, tltnu to hn'I'".: a mere t>HUlttedng ol the more tech­
nical advanced duties of engineor,;, to a thorough knowlo !JO of w!1ic:1 they cannot 

attain without an organized fly~tcm of in-.truction. 
To the infont1·y I have nlrca<ly alluded at some length. Their orgnnizntiou i~ 

good, and their <:ondition as fair as coulll p0""ibly be expected under tho di ad­
Yantago::. of nu training schoob and in..;ufficicnt time for in ... truction in camp, in field 

exercise~, target practice, signn.lling and c ... pccially in di,..cipline, these can only be 
acquired by long continued experience, prnctico and application to tho rogulnlions 
of tho army enjoining antl teaching obedience and mutual ruspoct, rolinnce nnd 
brotherbooJ, "hich os:po~m·o to difficultic.• awl con~t:mt intorco111·,..c can :tlQno inspire. 

)filita1·y drill is jn .... titutoJ to teach men how to :-itnnd, how to w.1lk, how to 

comport themselves with accnrato mo\·cmcnt of body :ml limb, how to ... jt on 
hor::;ohnck with tho bo~t ad\"antn.go to tho anim:il and tho rider; "o i" <li ciplino 
inculc·nte<l in orclur that at tit·-.t i:;mall and hy tlegrec" larger b::idic ... of men ... hould 

conform to rocognizctl laws onactc\l :inJ i~sUCli fot· their gui l:mcc. It grounJ:'l and 
instructs the mind in that obc(licnco to authority which Llistinguishe-i a lio<ly of 
soldicri' n.nncd nntl drillod foi· mutual <lofonco of their country, from an unor­
ganizc1l crowd. The .Articles of Wnr, Mutiny Act, the Quot'll's arnl lilitia Rogular 
tio11s

1 
arnl later the now Army Dboiplino Bill, arc cnch and all c1>mpilcd anti circulnt.o.d 

with that ju.;t object. No otlker honhl thorcltH'C be C\"Cl' ~\ta lo~s to 1111 ler ... t.nrnl h'." 
1luty a lai(l d l\\'n either tow.ml,; hi,; brother ofticor:-; or tho ... 0Jdie1-.; under Ins 
command. It is tho duty incumbent upon :111 officer · who arc cntru ... tell with tho 
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1 onour d c!i,.,tir ction of Her Maje ty' com mi ... ion to <'011fo1·m t hcmM'IW"', from the 

biglt t to th<' low~t, and to inculcntc in tho ... c mulct· thci~· o.nl~r:-, t~ll"·C mn,.,t. pluiu 

nnd nccc nry Jaw~ nnd rule,., compiled for the better tl1:-c1plmc ol Il(l1· M11JO!'lty'b 
force.'. Cn ... ~ do nud mn4 nnturnlly OCCUI' nmong lnr!,!e bot.lie~ Of men whoro differ. 

<'llCCS of opinion :md di:,.'l"rcemont mu:-t nri ... c. }'or tJii,., provi,.io11 i:- wbcly mntlo nnd 

the mnnucr in "hic}1 otliccr,., nnd ~oltlie1· ... should proceed to obt11i 11 rl.l<lr11s1> fo1· any 
gricHrnco untlor whi<'h they may concciYc thcmst'l,·c' :-uttering, is pro .... cribod lty tho 
l~th Article of Wnr which in ::.ct terms state,.,: "If nn oflicor should think himself 

"wronged by hi ... commandin~ oflicer!arnl :.hnll upon due application ma1lo to him, 

"not 1c ch·o tho redn,.., to which he mny con ... idor himself to Le entitled, he mny 

'· complnin to the go11en1l commnnrling in chief of om· force!'\ i11 order to obtnin 

"ja ... tice, who i ... hereby required to cx:imino into tho C(llnpl:iint and to make hb 
11 report thereon in order to rccei,·o further direction ... .'' On the other hand, the 36th 

:ind 3" h A1ticlc-. of War cunct Yl}ry :-ummnry mc:h111·0 ... upon a11y officer 01· 

oldicr who ... hall ·' con'Pito with other:." or '' tli ... olicy the la.wful command of hb 

upcrior offi er." 

Jn the Briti ... h army fortunately, the necc'!'I i ty for 1 c.;orting to a court martin! 

upon an oflicl'l' j ... •cry rJre an I never, oxcc11t for flagrnnt mi~conduct rc'!uiring 

condign puni ... hmcnt. Iu tho C.rnadinn militia there bas been no cou1·t martin! upon 

:m ofticcr that I can trace or a ... certnin, and i;o, evidence on oath is without precedent 

:rs 1cgnrd ... them. Cou1t ... of inquiry have been therefore rc:-orled to as fulfilling the 

nccc- :iry end ; they arc not judicial court .. , but they are usually rc1p1ired to give 

:m OJiinion. They aro 3 ...... cmblod to colloot :1nd record information 011 the 01 igin or 

caa of ccrt.'lin fuct ... or circum ... tancc ... that cmrnot be oth crwi ... o procured, uni! upon 

·hich tho con\'enin~ aathoiitj may nrri\·e nt a fuir and ju ... t conclusion. 01ticer-. 

entra Led with Her Mnjc.'-ty', commi ... ion nre bound by a coJc of honour which 

forbid :my but honourable and truthful dc.'lliD". The C\'idenco of ofliccr:. before a 
court of inquiry nnd the opinion of ib member:-. nrc therefore rnrely. if ever, 

found dcpartin~ in any degree from truth nnd honc~ty of pu rpo.•c. Rc~ort 
to the 35th Article of Wat· bn never been nccc ~ary. The p-ci:;idcnt and mcm· 

hers of u cou11 of inquiry, "ith local knowledge :iud the opportuLily 

of wituc in~ the bearing :ind comportment of ovidcn<'c:-. 11a,·o more than 

:my otLm, the be-t means of giving a cotTecl and upright opinion. That 
opinion with tho corroborntcd e\•idcnco of cveral witno..,!ies 11111,..t therefore groatly 

influence the ultimate dooi ion. It may be urgo<l that e,·ery person whol:c acb are 

thu impugned hould hnvc the opportunity of rebutting or 011deuvouri11g to refute 

the accus:ition ... ngnin-,t them, and o in trictne it rnay in many instance be admit. 

tOO they hould. lfat there arc ccrl!lin unfortunate occasions when articles of wn'r 

nrc ob\ iou ly di 1 cgnrdod or forgotten, when the law i in a measure tnkcn into th" 

ha d of one or more person ; when pcrhap, n commnnding ofl1cer i obnoxious, 

:md t Y pur.; e a course of oppo iti n and ho ility with tho de ire iL rnny be, of 
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coercing him to do tbnt whi1·h lie declines to do, or C\'en nltimntcly removing him 

from tho rcgimont j when it uppearii that a party of officer~ act in concert 01· witli a 

common objcl't of thwarting instontl of showing n. 11i,.po"ition lo support thoir com· 
mantling oflicer ns onjoino<i by rcgulatiom1, an1l the imrnomoriul c·u tom of Hc1· 

)fnjosty's !:'On·i<:o. Thcrn cun in Huch ca..,c::i, be nn ncce ·-,ily for prolo11"ocl investiga­

tion, to mitigate, di,,provc or cx<·n-;c, that for which the military codl• admit of no 

excu~e or mitigation. Tho 12th Article of War which i-hould havo been tho guide, 

hns boon overlooked. It would strike at the root oC all di:-ciplino if otliccr,, or sol­

dier" were porrnitted, either thou~htlc'<sly or wilfully to di~re~ard th t>.,e plain nnd 

practical Jawi.;, and ~ct thcmsoh·os nt \'Ul'iuncc with con-.tilutc<l authority rcg:mllcBs 

of the legitimate means of rcdro:-s wi~oly pro,.·idcd for them. It i,, e11joi11od by the 

(lucon's Regulations to be tho <luty of a <:ommamliu~ otficm· lo bl'in~ ~pccially to 

notice of the in1>pecting officer, without favour or partiality. any officers who may be 

<li-,tinguii,hed for attention to uni! proficiency in their dutie ... , as well a ... tho-c who 

from incapacity 01· habitual inattention arc deficient in a knowll)dgo of thorn , or 

show an indi-,position to afford tho commanding olti<"cr that !-npport which he 

ha-.. a right to expect from them, or C'Ondnct thcm,,clvc-. inn m:mnor injnriou.. to the 

efficiency or credit of' the co1·p~. The antho1·it~· from whence mil ital'.)' comrni" ions 

emanate has power to withdrnw them on imtti.cicnt ground .. , in the intc1·"·l .of 

di,,ciplioe and example, and it cannot be expcctc1l th·1t tlie sympathy of tho public, 

to whom fact..s al'c unknown, can influonC'e proceedings in such ca-.ls. They arc only 

carried into effect without partially, favor 01' afft•clion, without pcr:-onal regard to 

tho individual, from motive-.. of equity, to vindicate 1lbt:ipli ne and accol'ding to the 

cnhlom of war in like ca-.o~ for tho better gnvernment of Iler Maje ... ty':. force,... 

If, a~ I vontur~l to mention before, political consi•l~ ru.tion"' could be oxtin!!~tbhed 
entirely from the \'Olu11tcer force, tho Lo<ly it ... elf more -.olitlified by the reducti.on of 

certain of the !cs.; efficient comp~mic:; anti garri,..on hattoric .. of artillerymen without 

gun~. provion ... Jy alluded to, the numbe1· of days' drill incrc:M)t.l , tho a"'~mbly. of 
· · f th • • 'n t clnim .. for· contlll"Cnc1e:> camp., of cxorci ... c. i,omc roct1ficat1on o e IM) , J • ~ . 

· · · I 1 · " l I f 1· officere :md 11ou-comm1 1oncd quickly ltquirlntcd, a111l pr11nnry ,.,c 100 .. p1m H 01 o 
l ' ti • l'. t' ·o to all l>l'uctic.ll intent .. aud officer .. , the acti,·c fo1·ce wonl1l 10 sulticrn11 :; c ice I\ • 

Jillrpo<:e:-. E,·cn c1>1'P" in nu'l.il di,.t1·icb would lie eompnr.,ti\·cly no C~l:C'ptron. and 

would be nlw.1y:o- a,, availaule for duty tL.; the other~ who"c condition-. are now 

fovol'ablc. 
· · ·1 . ·I · ·1 11c•1rly an1111al1Y occur,, 

'l'ho question of ul\'111·1li11g :ud to the ctn powei " Ill 1 
• • • • 

f 11. , on tho ncth·o m11Iun alone lo 
lead" to a rccon ... idcrntion of tho prudence o rn in ... up 1 . . . 1 '·I oru the polico mu\' be uncqua 
maintain peace and order 111 the l'1L1o.s an< town-. \ 1 • _ 

II. . . h ti , OJ>uhtion ·imon.,,t whom they 
to it, nnd to dsk their coming into l'O 1 ... 10n wit ic P · ' >:" • 

I • lo,·nlly re. ... pon I, nnd hnpp1ly 
re ido 'fho o CC>l'I>~ whcno\•cr cnllod n pon a W:l.)" J • 

so for 
0

thcro hn been no Jo... of life. I mny except tho c:bo of'' B' B. t tc? ln.~t yc~r; 
. to II out locnl corp to mnwtnrn o1 er 

hut it is not fair to continua yonr after yc:ll' en 
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s n ,.. by fi re' of mm .. , '' hcu ome of their opponent uro 

1u iutnn , nnd mny be even fricn I or relntivc .. . 

er. t on nm nJ othcni led to the reference in :n. ... t ycnr' nncl provion. 

r ,.. f the 111 ... ftutio f •1 m:rnent battnhon" of infantry for M)rvico in Gnun In, 

n by ro L i n in ;re. Brit in, or 1f thought proforablc intcrc·han~o:i.blo periodically 

\Hlh re •im 1 ts of .Briti-h n 1 ntry. I kuov.· tbi,.. chomo to be oppo,..cd to the ide:i. of 

c r nm ta outs of n -poc1nl trnin of ro:i.soning: who fom· it' n<loption would. 

pince the mititin in n lower i::c.Llo, nncl -uppl:mt or :-upcn•odc them in public 
opi111 n. A- 1 gnrd- that, it would hn,·o a directly coutl'nry effuct by providing u 

tnndnrd of ex ellcnoo nnd fu1·ni hing in n fhr more complete do~reo, tho require­

e imo I t.o be proYido<l by tho infantry choot.... I wrote a momornmlum at 

le len!!lh two .rem .. ncro, entorin~ into dot.nil-. by -.howing how bu t tho 

int t 011 of thi ... plnn could be begun; for tho introduction woalcl be tho 

hi f d ffi ul y; nr d tbOD!!h I know Cnnnda i- nor. nt pre,,ont rich enough to 
tt mp uch n le of pormnucnt force, yet the time i-. not far di ... tant when the 

t,gr w DJ nd Ci'.l andin.; Dominion will require it, when the North-West 

· mo ~ populou- rc,.!ion and the Dominion bu.-. risen in magnitude nnd 

1 !! im ortnnce in tho fumily of nation ... 

. . to which I refer only took the following .. bape. but tho time may 
iv rn h t c r future when it will be entert:LinC'I for deli borate con idcrntion : 

mi ed in Gan dn, three battnlion of eight comp.'lnie,, eaeh, 24 companio-, to be 
in Ca fo ix m nth... Each company 0 men, eulio;tc I for isix years. 

th , ix com1 if: .. of each battalion, or three battalion in all, to be 

nJ fi · hre J ars v· o, le ving two recrnitin0 com panic .. each, or isix 

0 th <l tu e of the ix ervi e comp:mie."' to f:nglnnd. rube 

mp ni " to c h batt lion, thn .. making ix per ba talion in 

I r in c a. A er tho fi t throe yeat from the departure 

ey be r'n to return, their pince bcin~ t ken 

· c . ".,.hon thi tnke place the ervice 

1 to ei 1 h and wo more com panic added to the depot, 

·n_ th ir re g h nt f u · p r ·rvice batt:llion depot. There would 

l ice a d four pot companie for each battalion. Two of the 

• er th o Y in .f. glnnd, be well drilled and disciplined soldiers 
and on r um Id · · b · n J n t e opot oompanios. Thu by procedure at the end 
of the l t ix J ea m of b r h b . • · en o eac a tnhon would have been nearly 
th y . . . 

r n nm ' term m C. nada. They hould th n have, 

· · I }Y.ly, o "oin a r orve with n retaining pny of 

n mplnyed in w r a graluity b id . ~Tod nbt, 

"ve mirt"a wh re they would be very u ful a 

o 'mprob:lbl that Canada will find it ne ry 
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to maiut.nin thrue full battalion of eight companies each, comp ,..od of 80 rank arnl 

file per company. A regular sytStem vf affili.1tcd battalion woul l thu follow, three 

sen ing in Eoglnml and th1·eo in Canada, from whonco the officers and men could 

bo drawn. 
'l'his project though only now presented in a cru le form, would eventually 

materially bcnotit Cnnuda, all(! the Empire as well. It woul l of conr e whon tnken 

up be put into working shupo 1,,y financial cxpertll. The difliculty would. ari o at tho 

out.:,ct, bccauso a chief point woul<l bo to introluce the system a cheaply a., po 0 iLle. 

The 1>ocond point is to afliliato the Canadian with tho royal army, and so draw 

cvon clo.--or tho bond of union botwcon Great Britain and the D:iminion, be ides 

notably p10,·iding the latter with a constant flow of disci1ilined officer nnd soldiers 

to :.crrn after their ongagorr.ent, oithct· in the active militia or enrolled in the 

rese1 ve. 
'rho method sketched out, with the view of falling fionucially light on Cnnada, 

corre ponds in some measure with the old system of recruiting the army in India, 

by which a battalion alway son·iccably strong, except perhaps just after supplying 

the yearly draft.'-, wa maintained by provi ionnlly nmalgamating all the Indian 

depots at Chatham. The officer~ an<l men were maintained in th~ British c.:.tnlJli h­

ment till the date of their embarkation to India, after which they •vero pnid by 

the lndinn Government. In the sncne way the projected plan ,.-ould be agreed 

upon between the D:.iminion and the Imperial Government, and Caundn voould 

have the pleasure of a.~=>i ting materially in the solid foundation of nn organized 

military e upire, and at the same time have the bcno'it of a well di ciplined 

battalion of infantry for six year .. , and three battalions nfrer that term for home 

sen ice. The former y tcm of maintninin~ at home a four company depot of every 

regime11t on foreign i;orvico other thnn India nnd China, \V mu ·h upon tbi::. 

plan; ix companies of each baLtalion ~erring abro:i l and fonr nt home, tho lnlter 

being kept at full istrongth to fill up the service companies. The compnni being 

~o trong, we hould always hn\"C in each depot nearly 300 men for duty, or 900 

bctwe('n the three battalion", thou"h a proportion would of course be recruit-. 

When the re erve wa formed there would be a v luable nd lition to the fighting 

force of tho country without any charge upon the D minion Exchequer, as they 

might be paid by the Imperial Government and be liable for future army orvico. 

A- the Im poi ial Government would have the u o of three battalions of oldiers, 

it is nggested that nil tran port from and to Englnn l hould be defrnyed by the 

latter; it would amount to little more thnn a few hunc!rod tf>n of troop hip cool per 

.annum. The Roynl Military College of Canada would upply a highly o u tod nn:I 

profc 'onally proficient cl ofyoungofficero. and Canada cnn provide from its ~on· 
nory scho l and el owhorc many young men of an oxc llent milit.nry cl id · 
As I lave t.ated tho ioaugur.ition of this y tern w old be the ehiefdiffi ul Y on n -



count of cxpcn~c, nnd it mi~ht h:lrdly be npprccintcd or commend i bolf gcn{'i·:illy 
until do¥clopod nud full.} worked out. T.a t ycnr':> report ~howcd1 tho upp1·oximato l'O~t 
Of!mnint:&ioing three battnlions or infantry in C:rnadn, nnd it h:h sineo been stated lhn.t 
the British nrmy i-. the mo:-t oxpou ... ivo in tho world. Xotwithstanding that ns.,ert;011 

tho co l of 500 oflicer-. and men on Bl'iti ... b pny would be about £35,000, inclnl'iivo 
of bnrrnck , fuel noel light, equipment, clothing, mc<licnl nit!, and all contiiwcnc·10 0 s, 
nud nL tl10 f':mndi:m rnto, about .£40,000, ~o that the Britit>h nnny proper compni·cs 
f:wonrably with if:) Canadinn nuxilinry in that re:;pcct. Of course tho rates would 
l11l¥e to bl' ns,,imilt1tcd nt the lowo"t figure for gencinl i-;ervice. But Canada cannot 
yet nffor l this oxpo1i:-c in addition to hor ndmimblo militia force. 

The arming of hor ~c:lbo:ml mu .. t nl,o ho 0110 of tho prominent :tntl moi·o 
immcdi:i~e oliject-., for it \¥ill not be -.nfforcd that cnil'y-time n diplomatic difficulty 
occnr:; with ouc of the great power" in Europe, n :-;cn:-·ition shoul1l follow hero a-; to 
the afety of o:ir mercantile marinc and our seaport town~. In the meantime 
:mother :mil >ory fca,iblc project court!' attention. There is nn impre~sion tha~ 
ovcry dependency of tho Brifr·h Crown that ha" ro:-pon::.ible government and it> in a 

J>0"ition to have <lefcn-.i\-o force', ought to be movo<I to tukc part in the military and 
naval defence-. of th~ empire at lnr·go. . omc of tho mo:)t important would certainly 
do o were the emergency to nri~e, und C:lnndu. nlono would be able and willing to 
iwad ten tl1011 and men n,, an nrm.r contingent if' Great Britain were 'ut war 
b • I 

ut it would .take t.unc to rai-.c nn1l organize !>UCh a force, and the emergency might 
h:tvo pa• e<I mlo <lt-.aster before their scr\·i<:e:> could be employed. Tho moi·al oifoct 

(•f :>uc·~ ~ c01~ti11~ent would howo¥cr be Ycry importn.nt, proving to the world that 
the Buh h bmp1rc, though <.:ompo,cd of n varied collection of propertie:; in nondy 

c:·cry Nrt ~f the gloLc, could novcrthelc~:; be bn11dod together for general dofonce. 
'I ho c.o;tablJ,hmont of perma t · · I · non co1p JUt ~po•en of and their con:io<1uent 
r~ern·~ woul I be one method of drawing thi::, b md to,;ethcr. But there i:i a !e:-1~ 
oxpen ive mode for Cann<la until i;ho i ... in a po-.ition to t.'lke a firmer grip. 

An Imperial resen·e would k I'd mn. e a 1<0 1 commencement in banding 
together the component part f th . (' d . . · 8 0 0 empire for organize(! aud. mutual support. 

0 
non a_i 16:1~ing the way and setting an cxnmplo to other .-.i,,ter dcpcc<loncie:; of the 
rown rn military atfairs. 1'ho an1111nl repo1·b of the militia receive favourable 

comment from tho llrit' } l C I · 1 
( 

1 ~ 1 anr o onta pro s, reflecting the action of the l>ominion 
.:.io\·ornrneut. The conve1<0 f h b . 

• • 1 no sruoot ore rnto rifle,( cannon· the manufocturo of 
)ll'OJCctilc nnd gun carri:woi:;. ti .1 ' 

h 
. . • o • 10 propo~eu co11 tn1c·tion of a ca.1-trid "'C focto1·v and 

ot 01 matcrml progress aro + 1 1 1 . 0 
J ' 

)' • ' UC ,now Cl go t-0 1rnlicate the growth of a hen I thy su(f-
J'C innco and nat10nal military ento ri I f I • 
1 

d rp 0 t o lows that Canada should irnprovo her 
Ct! a nn example to her si ter . I . . . h • "' . . co onios nnd a great adtl1t1011 to hor own '-ll'Cncrth 
.) iormwg an Impennl re ervc Th . i:> • · e oxpc11ment would provo tho country to bo 

m earnest, would probably bo followed b . 
<l • d Y Au trnlm nnd othe1· colonio and 1>rO-

uco on m c1 cndent moral n~ w II . . ' , • e .L material effect upou foreign uatiou . 
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A.i, I have often had tho plcusuro of saying beforo, there i!i 110 lack of mililnry 
:-.pirit in Camula; the populntion would mnke immc11,.c :<acritic~ iu ca e of danger to 
their l'Ountry, ancl thoy po ... sesR tho bal'dy material for splendid troop in an eminent 
degree. The hnznrdoui; lives of tho backwoodsman, their precarious <:alling in the 
forest and in navigating tho mighty rivers of thi~ r.ontinent, inure: thc111 tiJ dungcr, 

uccmiloms them to tlisciplino and resource, antl binds thom in a bond of mutual 
rolinnt brotherhood which would render thom valuable and excellent n.,, soldier" 
On tho outbreak of war and n call for reinforcement~, C.i.nada. could speedily end 
moro men than could prudo11tly be spared, for war in Europe would require Canada 
to look a.ftor her protection nt homo; but to raiso an army re~orve in Canada in calm 

deliberation, with no sentiment of ·war to excite military ardor, might depend for 

8uccess upon the conditions and advantages hold out. The::e can however be made 
sufficiently altractivc. Parmert!' sorn;i, farm laborers, mechanics and trade,men'.i, 

families, and such pcr.-ons of fixed tenure in tbe <:ounfry: would narnrall.Y be the clu.,,, 
to look to; the loose and nomad populn.tion of towns would be worth le.-.-., while 

young mon with some fixed abode and tenul'e in the soil would no doubt be found in 

ample number. rrbo migrn.liOO westward DOW in COn:;iderable motion, might be ... omc 
chock, because tho country is so territorially enormou,., men could hardly be 1·eco,·eroJ. 
who had found theil' new homes among tho inviting valloyd between tha pm-s of the 
Rocky Mountain:-;, but we must always expect thnt though some might shil'k their 

obligations many would not do so. 
.An Imperial reserve, paid by Imperial funds, officore<l. and recruited from Cana<la. 

alone, would be a strong and importn.ot bupport to the militia. They could in time 
of war, not only release the Imperial troop::; from Halifax, bul t'end a contingent to 
reinforce tho army. Tho plan upon which this organiz:ltion could 110 adopted ha-. 

been considered, and I nm sanguine it would :;uccec l. The time has not arri\·ed to 
notice it moi·c folly hero, but i~ institution1 which is valw1ble and important, "·onl<l 
be inc:omplcto without prO\"iding fol' the drill instruction of officer" and :.-ergeant:', to 

en~uro them to be competent in their turn. ~ativo officers and oergeants, n' well a.-, 

rank and fi)c
1 
rou"t be employed, accepting Uanadn for Canadians; tho men are intel­

lectun.lly antl phyt>ically a!-1 good 1b tho world can produce. but unle:;-. an intellect 

is trained to the por:;uit or profession in \Yhich it i::1 to work,it remain-. stu·ile fort.hat 
work to all practical intent. .Military training cnm of tho simplo:-t ordor, 1:e11m 1·~~ 
education, study tind practice in ordina1·y drill whi<:h b ea~y and mechamcal, m 
ditlci pli no of mind an I lnly. in teri01· economy of com pan ie,; :ind battnlion~. ay:'tem, 
law, or<le1·, cquiw.tion, topng1·nphy, the management of men and knowle<lgo of cha· 

racier to command with a 1·on•ly ho:1 land quick han l for o,·ory omcr~oncy. How 
ofton do wo find that, thou:,;h nothing ~pccitic (•n.n be i-;aid against 1\n officer, yet he 

may l'c quilo nnfit for hi:-1 po ... ition; it io ditficult for in,..t:mco to pro~c wa~1t of 

1 I f l · ·act'· ·it\ti ''Ct each is a -.cnous d , ... qua· tact 01· tcm1ler or «oncni won ;:ness o c i.u 1.:1, • J • • 
I 0 T 

litication for high miliu1ry rank. 'l'heroforo, I return to the clomcntnry unitary 
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I J vo. d' o atc\l for five) nu i n ain :illn lo I to at some length in this 

t. B) h. ''n
0 

bri
0

• de, ho flili 1 od "itb tho Quohcc nm! Ki11g:;ton Bnttcric , 

ffi 1 ntad,cr::;c.mt,"ouldh:nce\Ory facilit~· for acquiring in l!nrly lifo tho 

J ' or obedience nnd rc ... pcct for nuthorit.}, tho want of which is a l.mno thl'Ough 

hfc. SupJ c for in tnnce thi:s ie 01 \"O bo mi od in propo1 tion, by compauic~, in 

On m io
1 

110bc(· nod ..\foritimc l'ro' in e , about 5G com panic::;, <.ir ;-;cvon bnttalion 
I 

to ho ti. incd for a month each year with drill pay, in addition to Gd. a 1lay por 

annum; enrolment for :-ix ycm·,,; to cr\'C nny\\ hc1·e, and prod:-;ion for fhmilies 

dm inJ wnr; n gratuity on dbchurgc aftc1· wnr ::;orvicc nn<I on joining 1·osc1·\"o; six 

month:;' notice Lo quit, and permi ... ion to chango re:-idoncc or penalty in default; 

nge 2 1 to 3:;, ro,poct.'lbility of chnrnctoi-, and mu,,t be British subjects. The 

r rvo force woulrl ndd upward of 4,00 trained and di-.ciplinod men, with 

their pro1>0rtion of officer:-, to the military i;trcngth of the Dominion, oul..:3ido and 

in ex of the prc.,ent actfro militia, pnid nnd clothod I >onturc to :mbmit, by tho 

Impc1inl Government. ·pon tho fir::;t being called away for ~cr\"icc, a second rc:-;crvo 

co Id be rni ed under ::-imilnr eondifon'. 

Th re i· but one feeling in Groat Britnin, whntcvcr difference of party politics 

mny cxi t1 in de iring to bind more clo ely tho-c tic,. of affection and good-w·ill which 

unit tho Dominion with the Mother Country. :Xothing can more ctfoctunlly carry 

ont tho c foolin::;s than l>y 't1fring to unite tho e defen-.ivc forces which must rosult 

for the Lonofit of the common mnpi1·c. What can be a. better proof of this fooling 

tlt n tho fi1ct, thnt thon,;h prc..,,cd by a crowd of applicant~, Her Majesty has very 

re out~.r ~~ted to a propo:-nl which will onnble succc,::,fuJ ::,tudcnt-; at the Roy:il 

Can n :M1htnry Collc,;o to ontor into a competition aunualiy for commi:,Hions in 

tho Ei Ji,.h army? Tlie appointment lru t year, a honorary A.idc ... -de.Camp to tho 

Q ... 11 of Colonel John Dydo, who mny be called the progenitor of tho Canadian 

m 1 in d ting from i::1~, and of Lieut-Colonel Ca imir Gzowi:;ki, who has sn 

c . tly drnwn to,;cthor the Cana linn militia with the Briti1:1h volunt-0er:-; at 
Wm1bled n cannot hut tend to t h · · ' cemcn t c nntionnl fccluw and to stronrrthcr1 tho 
bond f · T 0 

• o . union. hesc grat'cful recognition prove that tho intoro-;t felt by ]~ngish-
m n 10 the colonic.:. b •ery strong, that the connection of the colonies with the 
moth r country add main! . t th . 

C 
. J o o 1{roatn055 nnd magnitude or tho empire, and that 

m la 1 ono of the mo t valuabl d · . . . ' c nn impol'tant, as it is geographically tho largc:;t 
Jn .. rcn, of uny po Cl! ion of the ll1own. 

The B1 iti h .Empire com po cd f 
0 

Id b "- ' 0 so many cparato countric::; nr.d nationnlitios 
w u c aar stronger if more com1}lotcl ' . , . I JJ l" . ' . . . .} 01gan1z<X. o it1cal fodoratio11-; :tro not 
quo ion w1th10 my provinoc b t ti ·c1 • d . ' u ic 1 c on which organization is really po siLlo n; n hco ry 1 .the external, material part of nn Empire's existence· its arrnocl 

rcn ,t . Thero l much to ho don h d ' 
ten I in t mt d" ·t· 'u 0 ere, an omo of tho foregoing suggo tions 

tree ion. '0 sa v tho effect or In d. 
nt Mu t: Jn t • . b . . n mg even thousand Indian troops 

.) ear' ut what a pos1t1on Great Britain would assumo in ti mo of war 
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if tho law wns so clear anci pluin that to resist any ho ti lo oncronchmont, to u iold our 

action in Europe, to gmTison om· military an l maritime colonic , we woro n liberty 

to bring at on<.:o, awl without quo..,tion, all tho nlltivo troop from I ndin, and to rniso 

othor rcgimonli:I to supply thoir pince:;,. What u pro poet for dealing with th qnc. 

tion of foudatory urmieR; ISO many for Imperial purpo,.cs; so many fo1· home derencc; 

it is only the illc:t whic:h follows tho ropro:;,cnt.utiomi IJcforo proporod. Why houlu 

not other grcn~ colonios bo a~ patriotically imperial; thoy aro parts of the empire, 

and as thoy caro to presorvo it, they i;hould be willing to take somo responsibility in 

its preservation. An empire l:!O organized woul1l be impregnable; it woulrl strcnlhcn 

our prestige, add to om· army and navy,for both should be included, and Canada 

could produce plenty of well seasoned seamen and some fino ships. Such an army 

organization and naval oxton:,ion are worth deliberate con ideration, to make 

tho Britbh Emp1ro n living, powerful, organic whole. 

In my annual report of last year, I submitt-Otl the passing of an Act, in 

pur:sunnco of tho third section of the Colonial :Xa,·al Defence Act of 18G5, which 

intended to mako bettor provh~ion for the naval defence of tho colonic . In this \"icw, 

it would be a. mutual benofit if tho Imperial Government would bestow 01· lend to 

the Dominion an iron-clad 01· a. wooden frigate, partly fo1· coa t defence in the 

Gulf of St. Lu.wronce, a::; well a:; for training naval volunteer~, and a school for lads 

on the principlo that many line-of-battlo-ship,.; a0<l frigate.; are now omploycil in 

the Thames, Mersoy, Clyde, and other Briti:,h ports. Hitherto but little attention 

has been paid to tho education of young son.men for the navnl service, thou~h tho 

great extent of son-boa.rd on two oceans and tho vai;t inlan I lake and river:; of the 

Dominion rondcr it mo!'lt prudent that a naval resorve f:hould exbt, av:1ilnblo as a 
powerful support to the land force.., in time of war. Tho tbeo.-y of na\"iga ion can 

be easily acquired on shore, but scaman:-hip and naval di ciplinc, with tho 

handling of gun:; on board ships in motion and in a. ::;ea way c.•m alone be maE-

tered by sen. experience. 
It is holiovo<l that approximately, there are about ninety thousand scafi ring men 

in the Dominion. In 1876, there were some ... ix thor1snnd vo,.~cls of vnriou tonnage, 

and later, ::;omo 50G have been a1ldcd. It appen1·s in tho annllill report from New­

foundland that i;ome Lon thommnd men were cngageil in the >-cal fi-..hory, including 

most. of the :l<'tivc male population. The rigorous climato of Cnnncln throughon the 

long winter render:; it impo~sible for fitihcrmen to pnr!':>UC lhoir vocation. an l that 

long intorvul of enforced idlene!-<s would nlford nn mhnirablo opportunity for attend· 

n.nco rit naval drill without interrupting thoi1· regular employment. Would it not 

therefore Lo woll to make an effort to enroll a contiidornble number of these fishcnnon 

and :;ca-faring men in a .N:wnl Hc--e1Tc. Thoy arc thoroughly inurod t tho 

oxpo•uro of the 1:10.'l, and tho sc•cre weather of thoso coats. ...·o subje of 

the C1·own nro more loyally patriotic, and ti1cy could be a~ cmblod for trni. ting 

nt n pot·t en ily accossiblo from U1oir home~. Such n hip n I 1 cfcr to :night bo 



· · d 'nil .. for trnining t11c.,o men of n n:n-al rc,..01·\'0 from tho Gulf comm1 1one pcc1 _. . 

h .M "t" Province :ind e\ en ~ owfonmllnml. Tho :-111 p ,hoult.I hu \ 'O un I'ort , t c nr1 imo ' · . . 
t i d .·11 1•0 wint r could be cnrriod on bclwocn dock:. 111 any t1H'lomu11t 

ni m men , nm 11 

wcnthor. 

'r cl }tn\'C tnkon :.teps 11n1i mndo con .. idornblo :,trido" to nvnil our:-ch·o~ of tho 

er\'icc of tho population for hrnd dcfonoo by a woll orgnnize<l militiu. Tho10 c:m 

bnrdly bo n sutliciont rNt:ion ngnin"t recruiting for n n:1vnl ret-e1·vo :~mon~ . tho ~·ast 
number, of loynl inhnbitnnts who dwell upon th1' consts of tho Dom1111on. Tho 

re~orvc \\OU!d in natural cour"c be ndministorcd by the Dopai·tmont of .\lul'ino untl 

Pisheria:;. 

..._ • 0 t mnny y('!lr-. ngo, it wn..; -.tnted in Parliament, that in the men who sail the 

1i bing fleet of Cnmi.da, wo --ee tho elemen L of n powerful marine, which would bo 

foan I in\"alnablo in time of national danger, and no reason why training ~hip-. sup­

porte I by Government ::-hould. not be employed on n sy1:>tom similar to what has 

worked wdl in tho United Kingdom. Thi::; ,,eems in acco1dance with tho viewg 

oxprc" ed by the late Enrl of Elgin who when Go\'ernor General, urge I with :;ucb 

force the ndvantngcs to Englnnd anii the colonio'3 of an intimate union between 

them. "I-. the Queen of England, he wrote, to be the so>'ereign of an empire, gl'Ow­

" ing, oxp:mding, :.trengtheuing it .. elf from nge to age, ,,triking its roots into fre ... h 

u earth, and drawing new ,,upplio::. of vitality from virgin soil, or is she to be. for all 

" cntial purpose~ of might and power, the monarch of Great Britain and Ireland 
11 only. The organization of a nnvn! re:-ervo in Canada would be an additional means 

of defending the coasts of the Dominion, nnd only add na\'al strength and imprcmncy 

n:, contemplated in the Colonial Xaval Defence Act referred to. Organization before 

hnnd io ossential to ::.ucce ... .., in war; we htwe abundance of seamen but no naval 

organization for nntional defence. 

Early this ycnr Sir William Pa1li,er, the enterprising and Ruccessful inventor 

of manufacture and (om-er, ion of ordnance, projectile , .. ~e., addre.;:;ed tho Fir~t Lord 

of tho Admiralty, offering to gi\'o in,,.,truction to colonial Governments, in tho 

prcparntion of merchant tcnmers as r.wift armed crui ... er ... , the instruction of marine 

gunners, and the convedon of cannon of suitable calibre for their u:;o. Tho 

d patch enclo - ,j this valuable and important offer wa::i referred to mo on 

tho 20th of N'o\'omber last, when I lost no time in strongly i;uggesting 

that Sir William Palli .. er should be tbnnked for this offer, with a request ho would 

be kind enough to supply the \·ery u efol information ho oxpre,;8etl his willingneHs 

to be tow. Tho information will bo of ltigh vnluc in conuection with tho project of 

troining n naval rosen·c. With hips and their requisite appliance:; and with t1·uino<l 

ecnmen to man them, we mny p1obnbly hear lo in future of hostile armed cruiEer.; 

threatening to molest our Ehipping and sen coast harbours. 

It has boon t.awd that clf.go>crnmen when conceded to colonial po:o o ions, 
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should form pa1·t of n. great poli1·y of I m11erial consolidation nnti that · . , every ollort 
should be mnde ti) ro,.,u ... c1tu.to is much a~ 1><1 sihlo our Colon 'i•LI u · 1 • r,mp1ro, nru to 
rc!'!pond to those digtu.nt sympathies which may becorno tho onreo of incalculable 

strength n.nd hu.ppinel'is to Great Britain and it.-. foreign po c ion .... This !cud ... mo 

to revert to Victoria and Ei-quimalt, in tho 1cmoto Vnncou\'or J land, to which 
I have moro than onco hat.l tho 1>lca ... uro to dmw attenti'on Tho •A I - ..:n oner-range 
rifled gunH mounted tho10 l:t8t year ha\•e g1·catly nddc<l to tho pt·otec~ion of 

tbo:'lo ports, but hands to work them aro riot no rent.lily u.ttainnblc. Tho irnporlunco 

of these ports is so grou.t, l may perhaps claim inclulgoncu for dwelling 011 tho bUb­

joct at 1-1omo length. 

Since my long journey acro:;s tho Prairie Ternto1·y and Rocky .M0trnlaini; to 

.British Columbia in 1875, I have frequently ul'gcd the ncca ..... ity for moro com­

pletely protecting tbo only naval ar,,enal nnd dockyard on tho 1ohore. ... of the 

Pacific Ocoan. In tho annual report of last year it wa,, ~tatod thnt the dcr'cnce of 

Esquimalt might be con~i<lored as much an Imperial u:, a Dominion quo.-.tion, but 

that it intimately concerned the honor of both a11cl tho .. 011 .. crnacy of Briti-.h uaval 

power in that region. Our f'ecurity in the Pacific re,111irc:, it to lie well "U'trded . 
!:'.' ' I 

our fleets must keep tho sea if necessary in all wcatlic1,..1 a11<l th<'y ~rnnot do :io 

without coal. That important element is in ample i-lol·k u11t.I prime quality at 

Nanaimo. 'fhc Briti::ih navy is scattered ov-er the l'acilic, and the10 wcr·o no 

works of defence at VancouYer till la.st year; no forts for· J>l'otectiou of 0111• coal 

nothing but British prestige, and a few companies of rniliL1u. aL Yicto1'in. ant.l up the 

Frazer River. Tho works thrown up hastily la::1t year whon a ffo,,,..ian :-q uadron appear~ 
ed on the con.st, rendered it necessary to de:spatch a commis..,ion thoro during the pll:)t 

summer. Col. Lovell, Royal Engineers, from Halifax, un1 Licut.-Col. Strange, Hoyal 

Artillery, from Quebec, have thoroughly examined an I reportc<l on tho capabilities 

for defence of Vancouver and the seaboard of the m~iu Iant.l ot BriLbh Columbia. 

This joint report I have not :-con, but tho able separate report of Licut.-Ool. S range, 

will be found in the Appendix. .J.. few remn.rk · of a genc1·al militmy character may 

not therefore be out of place on thi:, ~ubject, which can hnrdly be con .. idcrlld too 

carefully at thh. juncture. It would of cour:,:,e bo nece:-.. nry to bold tho penin ... ula 

which is bounded on tho ono side by Esquimalt Ba,.,in, nn<l on tho other by tho 

narrow inlet called "Tho Gorgo.'' Thero i:s a ::;mull neck of land ut Portage Inlet 

separating tho::;o two shoots of water, nnd there the poi-ition could l:o entrenched 

Signal Ilill clo::10 to tho DockynnJ, dominates tho harbour nn<l tho Rornl lfonds out­
side its ontrnnce. Thi::1 shoulu <'ertainly be fortiticd. Rear .Aumiml do llor!;ey said 

to tho Admiralty: on examining tho chart, tho eyo will be immcdiatolv ... truck with 

tho capabilitic:. of dcfot1co of thi~ peninsula. The Dockyard it--olf ,~ith ib com­

manding outpo. t, Signal Hill. is cn.pn.blo cfdefonco by n fow mon, whil-.t if ntany timo 

it bo decided as in my opinion it is most do.,irablo, to :fortify: tho pcuin ... uln could 

be mado practically impregnable by placing rcc1011bt~ on nntl occupying the height~ 
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ft
• . · A re •nrds i •nnl llill, ho did not O\·crlook the rule thn.t 

1 1 1cn gmri on. 

ld t ll . i.- pluc l to draw tho ono111y' fire on tho po ition thoy g 1 h no gen rn ) lJ\l • • • • 

t out thi rule hnrdly nppli to tho present en o, bet·an o hro nuncd nt Signal 

l
l ll 'ld l i..- 0 bad a to triko the D.:>ckynrd :.oven hundred yards at right 

11 C I e. r C J LIU • 

nnglc to its line. . . . 
I hn I previously urged tho nrming of Signal U1ll, a com11rnn1!10g pornt whonce 

Y' h·ip"' npi>roachin"' from :-on, and to rondor B,;tp1imalt Bn in a to cn"'n o :m oncm ,, • · " 
shell tr:ip for any unlucky. hip that miJht ontcr it. 

J.,icat .. Colonel frwin considers tho pro:::ent :-;on dofonco:; both of Victoria. and 

l'squimnlt, w)lile officiout enough ngnin-.t wooden vc:-i::.;~l~, ~vo11ld ~1ardly serve to 

JH"CVcnt an iron-clad from :shelling either of them; the CJght-meh mno ton gun on 

Brotburs Island being the only armour-piercing gun t-0 defend the latter. 'rho naval 

tor mo nt present in an expo cd po ition to mwnl attnck; the site of tho naval 

ho pitnl nnd Hudr:son Bay :-to1-e would be more prot-0ctcd. Liout.-Coloncl Irwin docs 

not con idcr the grnving dock in an uu1;afc po ... ition, nor likely to be do,;troyed by nn 

enemy' firo. It would ha :dly be po iblc to mu tor militia soldiorB enough in British 

Columbia to defend Victoria nnd Esquimalt from a combined land an<l sea attnck. 

Tho Victoria peninsuln pre:;ent rnnny fncilitic:, for landing troop~, but though tho 

city it If might be difficult to defend, it would be hazardous for an enemy to cross 

tho Go gc, which is deep with a trong tide way, an<l commanded by n ridge nlong 

its onthcrn bnnk. Therefore, Esqnimnlt would be tolembly secure, provided Signal 

Hill nnd Rodd Point 11nd heavy guns, nn<i the neck at Portage Inlet strongly 

cntr n hcd. The gun ~hould be manned by trained artillerymen, and regular troops 

cnoo •h to keep the volunteer ... up to the mark and act n-: a rei'erve. 

Tbe quc tion of the general utility of E-quimnlt a:. a naval station and coal 

d po would naturally depend upon its ad vnntngc:i as a :;ecure and convenient harbour, a 

61li ablo b c for sopplios and fncilitic for repairing ::-hips of war damnged at sea, 

Tho fiNt cems better fulfilled there than would be probable at any of tho South 

S n I l nd , while the completion of the grnving dock would fulfil tho latter. As 

a co l depot however, the safety of Nanaimo, where the mines are situated most 

alwa.) s be a most important con idcration. Lioot.-Oolonel Strange, alludes pointedly 

tothi , ns did Lieot.-Colonel Irwin, and from my own knowledge I have littlo doubt 

the place presents facilities for ea y defence against a naval attack. 'l'ho above 

con iderations however seem almost of econdary importance in view of the pro­

po ed 1·uilwny torminns at BnITnrd Inlet. To any ono who has seen the shipping nt 

San Fnmcisco, and noticed the bn incss done by tho Union and Central Pacific 

Railway, it must seem to be a matter of the very highest political and military 

importnncc to possess a naval station nt whnt will bo eventually the terminus of the 

great Briti h American highway of commerce from beyond the Pacific. 

Tho po ition of E qnimalt with reference to the Strnit.8 of San Juan de F acn, 

th C el of linro :md P.o ·o, th c t cc of PuJct Sound, and t ho g eneral 
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oonfignratiun of tho locality, sccrn~ admirably u.Jnptc l for pl'Otcclion nud cornm·ind. 

Once tho railway i~ in Wc>1·king 01·der, the question of supplic , reliefs, ..tc., will 

receive tho most t1alisfactory 80lution, and iti othcr'Ni <>c unprotcctol tormin 111 at 

Burr~nl Inlot 1icem~ .to ~urniah tbo strongest a1·gumonta in favor of retnioing 

E.'lqu11nalt, and rendering 1 t thoroughly secure as a naval st.ntion and marine a rsenal. 

I almost doubt whether tho value of tho coal 1mpply of N·maimo is yet 

thoroughly unclenilood and appreciated, either on thiH or the otho • side of the 

Atlantic. 111 1875 for instanco, tho output wa'i t1tato1l to be 110,000 tons ; thrco 

1·ompaniet1 at work with plant, including oightoeo engines, six stoarn pump , and 

tramway to tho wharves, which arc 500 feet long and i;ufficiont depth of water for­
large ocean btcamor11. 

The con.,truction of the Canadian Pacific R'.lilway will evontu::llly rcnfor the 

conveyance of rcinforcemonts easy in time of war, ant.l it may be expected tho ocean 

terminuH will in time be loc.'lted at Esqoimalt or Barclay Sount.l; thus tho prc;,ent 

inadequate force of ono b:\ttcry of artillery and two infantry companie at Yictoi·ia 

could be soon relieved, but we must always rely also upon tho Royal Navy, for Groat 

Britain cannot po~sibly neglect tho advantage:> Esquimalt afford~ as a Atratc.;ic r.n•nl 
base in the North Pacific. 

W c i;hould not overlook the progre8s in naval :>trongth an:i resource uhich the 

Russians ar~ rnpi<lly dovoloping at Petropolougki and Amoor River; the for mor only 

4:,500 miles from Vancouver, the latter barely 500 miles further. In tlio ovont of 

war, Russia might be in a position to hara.~s not only Hong-Ifo!lJ; :md tho Chin.1 nnd 

Japan trade, but to acnd a t1quadron across the ocean in thirty days to a ttack the 

western :-ca bonr<l of tho Dominion. This, unless proporly fortified, would in tho 

absence of tho Briti:sh squ~dron, be in ~omo measure nt tho enemy's mercy. What 

the result would be of such a ho ... tilc descent upon the,o t'ho1·e~, wlter so many 

monuments of British industry aml energy exbt, mu .. t nwnkon grn\·c thought.. 

Great B ritain cannot therefore withdraw her protection from her Xo1 th Pacific 

posse~:::.ions, which tho Dominion has conjointly already spent a large sum ir. p ar tinlly 

fortifying. 

If naval history provos anything, it proves that the commander of a e.1-_;oing 

squadron must have full discretion, nnd that his s uccess will be proportionnt~ to his 

self.1 cliant genius; to restrict that qunlity may not be ndvantng eou . '!'c l grnphic 

communic:i.tion on tho othor hand, is n. very impor~1nt clomcnt which cannot be 

overlooked; nlthough it might not bo prn lent to ,;:;on l n co 1tinuous st· a m of 

instructions to tho comrnall(ior of a squn Iron, yet tho telogr ph mu pl. y nn 

important p3rt in lutn1·0 uavnl wurforc. Tho telegraph wires rnnninJ r tho 

continent on British territory render it all the more important that Ytl!lcouver 

11hould ever continue the nn.val bn-.e in tho :North Pacific. 

On tho op po itc side of the continent Halifax i tho imperial fortrcs., d e i6ne1. 

heavily fortified nnd mnintainod n.-1 an import.'lnt base in the N orth Ab• t' . Our 

ti-c 



xiii 

I. 'thout n tole"'rt1I>hic bn-.e without u sccuro and well 
i•orth P ific fleet, tragg rng w1 o . ' . . 

· d d t rhnI>S nn an i land rn mu.I ocean for 1t coal nud 
fi rtificd c I dc1 ot cpen on J>C . 

• bo • n rccnriou condition. It muqt be fore-..oou thnt 111 a 
upi Ii might omctimc-: m • P 

· · I t be J>O .. jblc to kcop nn bland depot i,upplicd by C<>l\I long n:l\ 1 ,, nr 1t m1g it no . 
· I •t '·- lw·iy l>O" iblc to protect it. Wero E-..q111malt navy yard trnn ports, nor m1g it 1 vu n • . 

. d · I d · ·I occ:in -ub-..tilutcd tho Pnc1fic .. qun<lron wonld 1·cly r given up nn nn 1 nu 1n rni ' 1 
.. r ~ th W:ilc England but not:tbly .. till upon Vnncouvor, l ~hap111 

conl upon .:.,cw ou "'• • • . . . . 
} 

'

vh 't com\l,\ from it mu~t bo carried by col hers to its P~lano 1ornt, ll t 1rce. ,, ere,·cr 1 , • 

f th COll·cr. mirrht foll into tho enemy I! hnnd~ en route, ~up, VtnK nnd how mnny o e .. o 1 " o 

them nt en with the very mnterial mo .. t needed. 
Now, where n doeky:ud nnd nr:,ennl nlrC!ttly exi--t, a grM·ing dock for di:-Jable<L 

· · l' 'ted coal dci>o-it ... nbonnd lnnd forces nt band, anti byc-and-
~htps 10 1>rogr~~. uu 1m1 . • , . . . 

b b ·1 t be · fiorc-~ 1 ·n twelve dn}·..,"from Ontario, land baltcno,\ built nn<I yo y rm wny o rem t::u •• 

a ily "upplemcnted, 3 tclc,;rsph tc1 minu-, nnd pcrhap" not the lc~l uoteworthy 

foatnre, whore a loyal and a brave people t•nn be thoroughly relied on to rally 

round, nppear... to ..,tl;mp R .. quimalt before nny other place in the Pacific aa 

the proper nnml b.~-;e and conlin; .;tation. 
To withd!"nw from it, might run tho ri k in time of war of being i:.wept out of 

tho p cific, and ,,..uppo,,ing ... uch a thin.; po ... sible, and an enemy in po!i"O"-<ion of oni· 

itorcs and crols at the important ba ... c Vancouver: he bas shut us out entirely 

until n powerful i;qundron got round Cape Ilorn to recover our supremacy; and on 

whnt would tbnt c:qa:i.dron ha>o to depend, without any coaling base and at great 

disndvnntage, in trying to recover thnt which we .. bould never run the riisk of 

joop:irdizing. It would be wrong to db?cn;c force .. at a number of point.., of little 

u e in n g-rc:it war, but nn important po-..ition on which the !iupply of :md com­

municsfon with the North Pacific Sqnndron depend~, mu.c..t ne>er be lefL to nn 

enemy, nor yielded in any way. 

Theimportnnce ofYancou.-er nsa naval re(; nnd the conRequcnce:i of lo~ing it, 

renders the railway aero the Dominion one vitally concerning the whole Empir" i 

and for th se re:isons, it ill mo~t dcsirnble that VanCOU\"er I ... land ... hould never be 

nbnnd ned by our shi~ of war. E..qquimnlt i available for ~hip~ of any tonnnge or 

draft of water to ru!l into in a gnlc of wind by day or night, where they can anchor 

in from even to nine fathom.~ in n lnnd locked basin. 

It will be kept in view that Ru in is the power again~t which we might hll\'8 

to tnke prcenutions, for with respect to onr friendly ncighboura over the border, we 

need hardly ha\·e nny anxiety. It is true the United St.ates frontier hn boon 

:id~an cd, so that the channel entrance ti.> lfanaimo from the outhward cnn be 

oomm ded by American guns from the I land of ..,an Junn, which we have 

all ed to become American grollDd. There i a military post, formerly the bnrrnck 

of o r Hoyal Marines, on the I nd within ight of tho City of Victorin ; another nt 

Port Tow bend bout forty mil up Po •ct Sound, :md another at F ort Vancouver, 
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-on tho !;{)•vcr <JolurnLia Hi\·or, tho eutrnncc to 'vhich is clcfon1lcd by hen\•y b!ltlories 
near 1btoria. 

Tho U nitod State a1·c keenly son. iblo that fleets wi.thout well delendc<l con ling 

atntion:; and fortifioo La e accc:o ible to the telegraph aud in rnilitMy occupation, 

are dangerous to tru l to in modern wa1·farc1 am! hardly roli.iblo aloue to protect. 

fixed poinL'!. But America i!i peopled to a largo extent Ly descendants of our own 

race; tiho ha~ tho 1mmo language, the i;amo tradition:. and nirn., a ouNJOlve. 
1 

<le\•olo 

ing amazingly sid~ ~y l'lic..le of our O'Nn family. Prouc..l of our hi tory n;, rcfluctin~ 
upon hori;elf, 1:1he 1m1tates and riv:d11 ou1· in:;tilutions, nnc..l Rho will, like our .. clves 

never encourage the art of war with a view of promoting that which he know. full 

well never c·nn follow in tho wako of a purely '~al'!ike policy, namely, \Vealtb, l'Ocial 

progress and material devclopm~nt for her people and her indu-,tri~. 

It wm; i;tatoc..l that during tho i·ecent Ru,,'30.Turki,,h c11rn p!lign;;
1 

there were 

eleven ::.hip.,\ of war flying tho Ru,, ian fla6 in San Francisco Ihrb.Jur, all in fir-..t-rate 

order, canyiug about 2,000 men, and more gun:i thnn in nil our squ:idron from Chili 

to Vancouver. Their object. may be taken to aluck Briti .. h po e,.,,.,ions and com­

merce if we bad been drawn into war. Might -.ucb an event not be po"'iblo in tho 

future, and iihould not E,,quimalt be tho:ou~hly armed as a great naval bn .. i 
1 

telegraph and railway terminus in the North Pacific, and as a standard of efficiency 

and support, should not at. least one hundred ma1·ine artillerymen under tho 

Admiral and on the ship's books of the ~quadron, be stationed there? 

It only requires a glance at the general chnrt of tho world to tr-nee the rnrious 

lines which mark out tho great highways from port to port, upon "'hich the ocean 

commerce of the world chiefly pa.~e--. .A.Jmo-..t without exception, ~very one of tb0 .. 6 

linc:s begin!:! or ends at, or pa-.,..e:o through .~ome Briti .. h po ,,c .. iou. 1'hcre i,, but ono 

great gap in tho !'ystcm of dofenco '-'Uppli1..'tl by oar foreign po -..e .. ion,,-that i the 

line that begin,, at Vancounr and end,, at tho Falkland I .. J:inc..l .. , through the "'trnit'i 

of lifn~ellan or round Cape Horn. That lino i,, tlnnkod by forei:;;n countrie-., nod wo 

have no station within tbo:ie limib, which lie nbout even thousand mile-.. 3pnrt, where 

we Chll po:,t a defen:ih'c qundron, or havo :i .. ecarc ba-e for tole rraphic intelli••cnoo => 0 , 

coal nnd ~en store:i. But we hold one end fi1 mly, nnd when better fortified, and the 

Pacific Thlihvay is complete ncro .. :o the continent on Briti .. b oil, we :,hnll do so ,,Lill 

more ::,lrongly. We al:so hold tho other end at Falkland L land•. If theNforo wo 

maintain tho po ition~ \VO have got, and n Id securely to their dofence, we prevent 

the only cl. of crui.;er that can be ::,ent abro:i.d by such an enemy a., Ru;:,:,ia from 

obl.nining coal, nnd the danger from ... uch crui-..cr-. need not then be greatly nppro­

hondcd. At tho first ontbrenk, they perhnp- might do mi chief, for they would be 

roa.dy nnd we might bo tardy; they would ... tnrt with full cont bunkers nod tores. 

which by our holding Ynnconvcrand;Nnnaimo mine.'-, they would find difficulty in :re­
plcni bing. It i npp:irent therefore that n !!Teat nav l coal depot, rnilwnyand 

telcgrnph tcrminn , mu t never bo nb:indonod. On the other h:md, how hnznrdocs a. 

8-c~ 



J>Oli y it might be in time of wnr to remO\'C from such a ~trong and important b:i. e, 

t-0 ri k our conl and -.upply :;t.ntion upon any i .... Jnntl whalcvor in tho Pacific:, to 
which munition. mu"t be carried by sea, nnd if not fortified nod strongly gnr­

ri:;oncd, tho;bn"o of supply would be e11 l'air. 
Tho ne<'c ity for a grnving <lock i a que-.tion of 110 light impol'tnnco, moro 

necc ary porhnp,, now than in fo1·mo1 yoar ; :;inco we have ovidcneo that should 

our enemy bo Hu ... ,,ia, her naval oporntion:'! may bo :b aclivo on tho Pacific n,:; on tho 

Atlnntic. 'rho oltioct of ~ending tho Cirnbria, la~t ycnr from tho Baltic to American 

wntors with ... uch a crew nnd cargo n~ before ~tntcd b ;-;uggo.~ti\·o. 'Vo h:wo ovon 

lenrnt th t Rn-. ... inn mwal officers doclarod thoir object was to employ fast litcamcrs to 

inforcopt nnd proy on Britbh commerce, nod pl:ico under contribution or de~troy 
Onnn inn porto. Mny not thili now method of attempting to cripple England on 

both oceans havo tnken a firm hol l on Ru ... ,..inn policy; and mny not ano•hcr and 

more formidable ' Cimbria" lot loo"o on the Pacific a 5f! undron of mi,chievou-, 

Alnbamas. In ... uch C.'l,..e her crui-.cr;:1 would ::-cour tho ,..ea:; in search of Bl'itish 

mercbnntmon. Her now cxten,.h·o homo :.tnt:on. nt Potropolow;-,ki, the A moor and 

Vlndovo-.tock, with telegrnpb line direct from St. Potcr ... bur;;, might po·:.ibly cnnblo 

her to hnve n prep:mderanco of na\·.ll power on tho Pacific, unlcsr; our fleet were 

reinforced in time by a ~imilnr cla ... ~ of::. wift steam boats, and our naval l.mc;o and 

i·nilwny nod telegraph termini ut V:inconver's I s lnud, wero fortified and gani:;oned 
boforch•tnd. 

E\·cn now, Ru,,:iin i.; proparing ::-uch n number of merchant steamer!'!, fitted :l'> 

nrmcd crui ors, us to attract attention in Engl:rnd; and tl1c natuml quc~tion i~ 
~skod.: Wb: doc,.. not En;;lnnd with her world.wide colonies and \"Ulnm·:.:blo poinL-; do 

hkew1so? "ould it not bo wi,,e to tnke precnutions in time, and not wait till pcr­

hnp war foll upon u.-., and our merchant ,..hips and outlying po:-sc ions such n:> 
.Esqurmalt, 5lnnd the chance of boin; in flnmc ; millions worth of property pcrhap 

dcstioyed, rather tb:l~ expend~ few thou and in fortifying our coa.'its, and rendering 

soc~ro such commandmg and important positions ru; E-:;quimalt must undoubtedly 
be m cnse of n Ion,; ma1 itimo war. 

im I~ n.ced only ~urthor .t~ draw nttootion to the Canadian Pacific Rnilwny and the 

J>O~•~J of remo\rng B 1t1 h na\"al p1otcction f1om Yancouverlsland: 'l'ho pcoplo 
of Br1t1 b Oolumbi arc vcr'-· lo\·nl · d d · t · 

.; .; an e:;u·" o romam closely united with En"'land 
from ~~hom they derh·e their origin, but th<.iy fool that their intcrcsl:i ha' ob bee~ 
somct1111cs ncglcctct..I anJ th · k . 

' ' ere Jtl no n::>wrng bow they might act i1 they found 
them clve free to net according to thefr intc1e,,ts 1'he coloni ts h J' tl 
ar 11 T . h · w o 1vo io1 Cl now 

c. um1 mr mt tho stnto of the countr'-·, its po it'1on d 
fi .; an surroundings; they aro 

snt1 cd that this new cootino tal ·1 · 
B ·r h G n rat wa.} \Hll be of immen:.o importance to the 

r1 I O\"Crnmcnt, and tbo,_. regard 't 't h 
. . .; l qui o as mac an Irnperiul as a Caundinu 

que t1on. 1t will open a magnific&nt t r. 
t' fG B . . coun ry JOr settlement to the surplus popula-
1on o re:it r&trnn, who will upo th . . 

n cu arr1vnl there, find themscl\'es part of a 
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pcoplo thoroughly Ilritii;h in thoir thongbt.:.; and 'vnys, and houucl to the Unitod 

Kingdom by tho slt·onge t tic . l'hb railway, pa ing thr:>utih the .fertile belt or 
zono, n mngnificont country, capable of raising a food supply sufficient for Great 

:Britain, would open up di 1 cct communication with the whole of Bdli h Xorth 

Ameri ca, China, In<lin., Japan nnd Au,,tralia. 'fhelargosnpplics of ca tern produee 

required by Uanu<ln would be carricJ by tltis l'Outc and hi:!lp to dcvclopc trade in 

:i community who draw thoi1· manufacture,; in a great quantity from Euglnnd, 

jn!'\tcad of, as now, going through and ho! ping to build up American interests. 

Thi1-; railway will probably ultimately oxtontl from Nanaimo to B~quimal~. or 

Barclny SJund, a8 its ocean terminus and a i:;trong naval station mu:.t conecqucntly 

be mainluincd thero in the intc1·c::.G of Great Britain, a well as of the inhubit&nts of 
British Col•1mbia. 

Licut.-Colonol Strange wn appointed upon thi joint oommi ion, being the ... 0 nior 

and an officer of acknowledge l high profc,. ional atwinmcnts Ycry dc,,iron to be so 

employed. It wn do:.imblc that IJoth Dominion In.,pector of Artillery :-hould 

know tho d 'fcncci; :md the :;ca coa ... t,,; of Yancou\•cr an l British Columbia. 

Lt.-Colonel Irwin, an oxccllcnt young officer of much promise, ha l alrendy 

made a long anti fatiguing journey acros':I the continent. The manner in which his 

duty was pcrfonne I last year haYing callc1l for my approbation and .i1btified my 

representing his able ropo1·t in that ::;ense to the Go\·c1·nmcnt and to the C1loniul nnd 
'Var Ministers. 

T im·itc attention to the able papers read by Gapt:1in Colomb, Royal ~forino 
A.rtiller.v, at the Uni lcJ Service In,,titution on the fore3oing !'U ujcct-.;; they arc well 
desei·ving ofl:ltudy nn l careful thought. 

In tl.e early part of Ja ... t year I had the honor to 1lraw attention to the dcfcnce­

lc:ss ::.t:'te of the Atlantic coa-.;t..s and ,,ca ports of the DL>minion. The ndden arrinil 

of the "Cimbria. '' in a seaport of Maine from :he Baltic, with n cnrgo of ritlcd gun~ 
and a large c1·cw of Rn :;inn :;camcn, called for immediate attention. Iler avowod 

object was to C'} uip a llcct of fa.,t crui ... c1·,; to intercept Britj,. .. h traffic nid to lny under 

contribution 01· bombard Cannd'nn -.capn·L... Tho Atlantic coa ... t had but fo\V gun<J 

mounted for defonGe, aud the :-acriticc of lifo :m:i property thnt would ha\·c followed 

a stuto of war would hM·o thor~forc been seriou-... Fol'lunatcly tlio 'l'renty of Berlin 

for a time Jut a ~top lo ap1>1·ehcn-..ion, but my 1epo1·L having been referred to tho 

Colonial Dt'l'cncc Committee in London, a clc ... patch wa" soon after rccei\·e I, recom­

mending tho purchase of twentr 7-ton nncl sixtcon G l·ponn !or wrou~ht. iron 

Woolwi<'h guns, at a maximum co..;t of £50,0011slorlirw,01· .£.li,000 in cn--o of .... pccific 

modifications. It wa~ ultimately decided to purcha-.c a Jc-..s expcnsi,·c armament, and 

17 converted U· poundur" were 01·dcrcd. The Defon-..o Committee objected to the ·o 

gun" as of in ufllciont power and range to cngngc longer r.ango gun-; on bonrtl ship~ 
which could "till hm·o bcon nble to re Ince the --cnporb from a di-..tnnce b!· -..boll fire. 

The qnc.-..tion ha ... been in nbeyanco till now, anti the Atlantic con ts nre a-.dc.feucclc-.3 
.a before. 
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I refer to tho quc.'<tion ngnin owing to tho recent apparent uncn~inos:i of public; 

opinion1 rcgnrding renewed H1u-opro11 complicnhon-i. .Nothing may imrncdintoly 

follow thi ... , bnt ... uppo-in!{ n 'nddon ruptnro woro to occul', wo nro still 11nprcp:11·cd iu 

Canndn; nnd why ... hould wo continue from rnonth to month to roly upon n :;pocial 

immunity from the clanger a wnr would moly entail. and romain intH'livuly and 

~upincly to ri-.k tho de ... trnction of rnillious ofproporty nn<l much \'alnablo Jifu by 

nt'glcctin~ to provido nt loi-:uro ngninst sueh n mi:-fortuno and loss of p1·ostigo. Tho 

judiciou ... expenditure of n few thou-.nnds whilo thoro is leisure, might provont our 

con'b from being infc,..tcd by n swnrm of mi~chio\·ous privateers flying ponnnnt.s
1 

and en,uro a feeling of prcpnrntion und ... trcn.:;th agnin!:it attack <lul'i ng a mariti mo 

wnr. I refor therefore to tho de--pntches onolosing the recommendation of tho 

Defonce Committee, nud to the :mnament propo,,e l by them, which howovc1· would, 

hn,·e to be manufncturcd. In the menutimc1 tho recent trial of the com·crtcd 

ff-pounder in )fontrenl hn ... been quite succo ... -.ful; the gun stood the tl'omcndons 

chnrgc of :?4 pound:. of powder, with little pcrcoptiblc effect on tho coilod tube. Lieut.-, 

Colonel ~trnnge nnd J,icut.-Colonel Irwin, Royal Artillery, have both reported very 

fovournbly of the re-.ult of thi:; experiment anti of the capacity of tho Montrcnl 

Engino-work-. to manufacture1 n. ... well n:i to convert heavy rifled.cannon and pro­

jectiles. The colonial empire is watching- the lend and exnmplo Canada i~ taking for 

solf-dcfoncc; Indin nnd Australia aro both making inquiries about the convcr1Sion of 

gun , nnd I nm informed 'vhen Cnna<la sots tho example by giYing nn order for tho 

mnnufucturo ns well a· tho ronver:-ion of rifled guns of heavy calibre, it would in all 

prolmbrlily be followed by them; thus forging more link,; in Imperial organization 

and proving thnt Cnnadn cnn provide for her own fortification by home manufacture. 

I therefore1 concur with L1cut..Coloncl Strange, that it is important in view of 

economy to utilize the large -;tock of. rnooth bore guns owned by the Government, 

am~unting to •Omo 400 in all, nnd to order the conversion of twenty 32-ponnder~ 
ofo6 cwt. to 6.J·pounder rifled gun~, and two 68-poumler and eight 8-inC'h into 

0-~ ounder;; an~ 6-!·pounJcrB1 re,pcctively. As the 6 !-pounder rifled guns are only 

nvnilablc to re 1_t boat attack and to arm. teamer:; for coa~t service, as well as to 

a~·m batteric on the ri\"eri::, it is 8trongly rccommernlcd that 12 9·inch long B.L. 
:rifle guns on the Palli~cr principle be manufactured to mount on the harbour~ of the 

Atlantic coast. Thi:. gnn would be aLont eight tons weight and throw a projecti le 
of nhout 200 nound; c•ip•tblo of · · · h . 

. i · ·' ' • p1e1 cmg envy armour. A re~orve of 61-pounclor 
iruns 1s necos ary for ~t""m c ·t · d · 1.1 "' 0 

., '"' 1 u~ers an •n1tau e ior the purpoi<o. I have hart 
the honour to recommend befiore th t •~. d } · 

. ' a wl r•c oc~ !:! 1ould be pronde<l for harbour· 
defence and men m tructcd anti trained to uso them. 

It must Le borne in mind tl nt L . •nk · 
J, eav) guns Wl e time to manufacture, and that t~ 

sudden declaration of war w ultl J • • 
. . o CA\e 118 no time. I tru,,1 therefore, my duty 

of brmgmg the o quei::tions of \ti t• d 1> ·fi · 
' an rc arr nc1 c <';(last. defences under yonr nohco 

may letid to the mature consideration of the Government, in tho hope that aotio1ti 
mny Lo soon taken to tliat effect. 

• 
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Captain Pnlli er r·eel'ntly prnpo-od trJ the tir t L >rt! of tho Admirnlty Jri 

willingnci;s to ollcr suggo .. tion,, ou the couvor:;io11 of merchant steamers into a1·1nod 

crmsor:-11 the formation of marine guuno1·:;1 au<l tho armament for !\UCh ship with 

guns to bo ronvorte<l into rifled cannon in Canadu1 to which I have jusl reforrod. 

l Ktl'ongly advir;o hi:; !rngge"tio11s to be obtaiue<l and favnrauly <.:on-iderod. The 

<lcHpntch rontui11ing that J>l'Op,Ot!Ul wa-; dated 5th l•'obruary, 1s:-:1, and referred to mo 
on 20th November last, as boforo montioue<l. 

'l'bo important question of manufaclul'ing rifled guns and projectile:; in Canaclu1 
takon in counoction with tho proposed cartridgo factory, the adoption of homo-made 

gunpowder, tho making up ofmilita1·y clothing and equipment, with other stri<lcg of 

advance in "'olf.reliunt military J>l'Ogress, appears of oO much conscquenco just now 

that I am ind need to gi;o prominence to the :.ubjcct. Much of tho information ha:, 

been obtained by COITC!<pondence with Sir William Pallisor him olf, wh•) it may Le 

remembered has generously bestowed on Canada a. ~o\·on and an oight-inch rifled 

gun, now at Quebec, and ho b 1 I believe, manufacturing a nine-inch gun as a pre-cnt, 

which was offered and accepted by the Dominion Government. about two year .. ngo. 

Tho HUCCO!:i:,;ful attempt to manufacture rifled guns in Cnna<la. ha been ju,,Uy 

mentioned in tlio Engli:-h press a'l "au event of Imperial importance," for :L natiou 

which depend:; on tbe !mpply of such weapons from a t>ou1·co 3,0uO rnilcg <li:.lant 

must alwayH bo in a more or less dependent }JO"ition. Canu.<la not only roquiro:'I an 

armament for con1St defences, but also to have a :;ufficient number of gun" of po,,ition 

in store. A fol'eign power has lately ndoploil such a syi;tem of lll'm<unont for offen­

sive purpo,.,cs on large trading fleett> ns to dom:tnd the mo:;t :;erious attention 

of England and her colonicf.!1 but more especially of Canada, as one of the greatest 

trading count1·ics of tho globe. The armament:; reforro<l to con ... bt of uumerou~ 

8Wift lllOl'Chant steamers, which have been rurcha.,od llUU fitteJ Up for W<ll' pur­

pooes. The desi~n, as openly admitted, is that they arc to burn and destroy tho 

merchant flcct:-1 of tho greatest carrying power of tho wol'ld in ca.-c of war break­

in" out. It has been nnnounMd in the Engli"h pre..;s that the rc,ult hoped for i:; 
h ~ h the forced separation of tho powerful colonie:-1 from England. Tho powor ot t o 

B1·ifo•h Empiro ii-, owing to tho increasing growth of the Dominion of Cana la, of 

.Australin and of New Zealand, becoming capable of an o,·orwholming do•clopmont 

if it were m med. H it:i not 1<0 at present, and fo1· that rensou probably, wo hear of 

theao nlarm ing preparations. To expect Cnnnd~i. aud tho colonies to Ii t out mon-of­

war would Lo 11111·caso11aLlo and unneco~~ary-Englnud can deal with :<nch; but it 

would hardly bo po~siblo for her to account for tho nnmerou.; merchant cruisers 

which aro now ut :;ca and in rour::lo of propamtion. On tho other h:rnll, thoro can he 

no doubt that the ocean going ~tcnmerc> of England, Canat!n nod "\u ... tJ"l\li:l 'voulu 

kiOOn dispo~o of the"o if they were armo l nnd prop:iro l fur tho occ:i...ior.1. . 

Tho Admimlty ha\'O already placed thcm•ch·cs in communicnhnn with tho 

Cnnndiun Go\·crnmcnt rcg:mlin~ the sy:;tem of propamtion of lnrJC ... 10:\rno1"~ for 
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th ·r. n 11cnt on the 1 Inn "o ucce .,fully C3rried out hy them in tho cnso of tho 
"Hee In," a morchant i;to:uncr pm cha el by thorn und fitted n,... an oxporimon t. WhtlL 
h now to oo dcnlt with nrc tho titled gun-., with \\ hich tho -.hip:; i,hould Lio armod. 
Thero nro only fifteen now in Cnnnda, but it i:; ,.,:lti:sfoctory to know they can be 
mndo horC'. Tho nrmnmont clcctod for tho '· 1Iccla" aro t110 G-!·poundor Palliscr· 
rifled gun , tho \'cry gun~ wo hn,·o hown we ran mnkc without any difliculty. 

Mc "0 • Gilbert offer to mnkc, by tho 1 t Mny next, tiix 11ine-inch 14 tou rifle l Li1cecu. 
londing gun 1 complete, with ight-.1 for S l,000 each; ::1ix seven inch 8! ton 

rifled B J;. 1 cornplet", $31000; two ti-.·poundo1· fiyc ton to Le com·orted to!) '·poundor
1
,, 

incloding long b.'lrrch, $650; six eight-inch 6l> cwt. com·ertcd to G 1 l'illcd
1 

$300; 

12 3~-poundor fini cwt. 500 j £i00 rouncl:s projectile', Woolwich price". Dou blo plate 
ron American cnrriage" fo1 all tbo nbo,·e1 chenj)Cr than Engli:;h 01· wool; nil ;,uhject 

• t-0 nppro\'nl of tl10 In::.pcctor of Artillery. I nm hnppy to nnnounco thnt tho <Jov-

ernment hn-. been plea. cd to :iuthorizo tho Gcuernl Ollicer cornm:mding to arrange 
with Mc> rs. Gilbert, of Iontre:1l BnJino Work-.1 for the construction of two i-inch 
~ ton gun , and the conver:-ion of ten ..i:?-poundoh to 64-poundcr rifled gun:::, which 
may be on idcrc I :in nu-.piciou,, commcnccmeut t-0 a great w·ork in crc:iting a 

homo rupply of hen''Y ordunnco. Tho cxpcrimontnl gun, a ... I hnvc Lci'oro 
noticed, wns put through n formidnblc p1-o.;rnmme. After pa,,::;in~ the u-.unl proof, it 
wn fired, ns b fore :-lated, with 24 lbs. }lO\Vder and a 6-! lb. shell. It wa,, perfectly 
right tot~ t tho fir-.tg11n with heavy charge.~, though it i::, u..,ual now to ch:unber gunti 

for large chnrgcq. Sir Willinrn P:1Jli ... or cxplnins that thi::i i:; done by c111.lrgi11g tho 

bore of the gnn nt the seat of tho powder charge, .. o a.., to arnid nn immoderately long 
cartridge which .fill., up tho boro1 nnd cau c .. :l ,·cry heavy :,frain on the gun. 

.A chambered gun, ho state 1 hn le .. train when fired thnn an unclmmbcro<l gun 
with tho s:ime chnrge. Tho coil nrnrk wa• cna .. cd by nn imperfection in tho welding 
of the barrel. When the barrel wns completed at fir t, it wa~ an excellent one; when 
bored out it was cen thnt tho portion where tho powder chambor would come wa~ 
omowh t enlarged. Thi wa; no drawback at all, but the manufocturor,, thought it 

well npparcntly, to cut it off and weld on 11 pioco in its place, alway .. n difllcult work 
when the bnrrel has boon bored nnd i thorefore thin. Con .. idcri11; tliaL this iti the 
first thnt Mc rs. Gill>ert hn\'c produced, their snccc,,,, i,, remnrkaulc. Sir William 
Palli er inform mo ho fullt- t 1 to h I · 

.1 expoc 0< ave rnartl of "ovcral b:td welds bi.:111g do-
volopcd at proof. and there ca 1. • • 1.1 .1 . 
• • 1 n ue no 1e.1 ou:.u o uoul>t but that they wrll snceecd 
m futnre rn producinu barrel wh II · j • 'd f I <l · 

o o ) ' O\ 01 o >a welds. T he se1·\·11·cal.;lc11e.">i; of 
tho gun for the sen·iee charge £ · ht J f R L 

o e1g poun1 o G powder, or I~ poumlb of pebble powder wil I not nca 1 h t J 
• • 

1 
r Y. roac o t rnt part of tho gun a i;hown in the cn-

grnvmg 10 tho Appendix As n fi t tt h 
· r a empt t e gun surpasse~ expectation, and any number of 18 })()nod charrre · ht b ~A • 

c. m1g o u \;u with complete coufidcnc;e. 
Thoorclnancerequiredforco Ld r h 

as 01ence nro as t o smallest cali lire oven-inch oighL 
and halftongunsnnd 90p mnd ritlc, both of which can be ma<leiu Gar:arla withoutdiffi-

• 
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culty. Thu no pound gun might l>e tho convorle1l oightrinch G;; cwt. gun, t • rcpro ntcd 

in the Appendix, nu1l bu u length ofboroof:!5 calil>rc, thcsnmo lc11gtlrn the .Krupp 
gun, whil'h gnvc high velu1.;itios with chargo of mild powder nnd cou equent low 

pro8sureH. As tho great length of bore would give nn nnduo muzdo prcpondernnce
1 

that is ovorcorno by placing a largo coil of wmught iron O\•er tho l>rcoch; this will 
not cnly l>ala11co the gun properly on it:; trunnions, but will ad l to its strength. 

Tho guns will bo the i;nmo calibre :1s the Woolwich GJ-1,01mdor
1 

\"iz.: t:i·3 
iucboi;. Tho churgo fo1· theqe Woolwich guns i. 14 pounds 0f pebble pow<lor. 'l'o test 
tho Moncl'iof gun cn1Tiago, a few roumls wore fireu from one of those <:h:unboro l guns 
with :30 pountl:s pobble powder and 90 pounds shot, but they do not for that rcn on 
stnn<l in tho service, R11y1> Si1· William Palli,,er, as 90 pound g1111R. Thero is no reason 
howovor he t:1tatcs, why the Chlnada guns com·crtcd as shown in the drawing, Appen­
dix No. 9, should not bo u e1l with 24 p>und charges and 90 pound projectile.,. It will 
ho observed thnt the barrel is one-half inch thicker thnn thnt of tho first gun mnde 
by l\fo~"ro. Gilbert, and that there is :-i stt·ong jacket ru.hlel rouu l the sc:it of the 
charge, and further, that tho weight of tho gun itself, about four und one-bnlf ton , 
will admit of tho u,,o of this large charge, while the groat length of boro will onnblc 
all tho cffocti\·e forc;e of the hwge charge of pebble powder to be utilizc1l. Tho 
90-pounder rifle will, it has been proved, pierce six inchos of irou. 

Jn co11:;idering tho moans available at vo1-y littlo outlay for the defence ot the 
coast it bhould bo romemberod that Canada bas a gooJ 1mpply of cn~t iron morlnr-.. , 
It has been under con::.iJoration to convert the,,e to rifled mortars for tho defence of 
harbour.->. An engra\"ing in Appendix :N"o. 9 :-how,, the S-inch :<Ol'\'ico mo1·tar con­
vorted to ::i. G 3-inch rifled mortar to fire tho 64-poundor or 90 p mnd shell. The 
advantages of rifleJ mortar u:tttcrie,, are that tboy can be concealed from the \·icw of 
an onemy,and their fire c:an be directed l>y :-.ignul by the nrLillery officer commnndmg. 

The l>atteric,, being dblrib11tod in tho mo:-.t :mitnble po itions1 the hnrbour to be 
defended marked out in zo11e:-;1 (Diagram i11 Appendix No. 9

1
) and a supply of powder 

charges made up to reach each zone1 woulJ enable the officer commnnding the :irtil­
lery to concentrate, by ::.ignnl, a •ertical rain of ::-hell fire on the ship,, of nn onemy 
entering tho zone:-. to bombard the town. The di:::a., ... ter of 0110 :-hell de- onJin.; upon 

the uec;k of a. 1:ihip would bo i,o gn~at that only the mo"t <la:-hillJ :md adventurous 
sailors would 1·omain exposed for any length of lime. Admiral Gmu latoly ran the 
"Ilua..;c111·" within 600 yarJs of the batteries of Antofaga. ... ta, whiuh :iro al'mod with 
the betit European rifled guns, one of them a 300-ponndcr. Tho •• IInnscnr" l:iy with 
her bow Lo tho town and b9mbnrdcd it1 suffering no dnmago. It would hn\"O boon 

impo~siblo for lier to ha' e rornaineJ an hour u111lc1· tho tiro of 30 riflc1l 1i·3·iuch 
mortars at n. 1·ango of 600 yard~, on whic;h they had frequently practiced. Yot tho .. o 
rifled mort:u·:-i altogether woul<l hnr lly co-..t moro than tho JOO-pounder, di-.mountod 
.at the fir,,t round with it-; w1·ought iron earringe and :-li<lc:-<. 

Tho itlca i illu tratcd in the <ll'awing in \liagram Appendix Xo. 9. On u uocl.i· 



, 
rution of w. r, the officer oomm:111cli11g tho artillery could m:wk out tho lrnrliou1· iu 

hi chnrge roughly into zoue:i nnd actions with buoy·, onch :-cl:tion, ay 500 yurrls 

qonre, tlie powder chnrg to ro:1ch enuh i;cctiou ft om tho various rillo<l mortar l>:t t­
terio-. could thu be prcpnred. The chnrgc-. hould lio kopt iu .... cparnto canistet'S in 

the mngnzincs, cnch c:mi-.tor being marked with tho Iott or of its ~cction; a few 
J uncl from cnch rill I mortnr, which -.honld bo nblo to tra,·or,;o tow:ll'<ls each 

tion, woold dotcrmino the rnngo of :,cction, und n. littlo practico might bo made 

in concentrating the tiru of tho 30 rith: l moru1r:. on sections i:;electod nnd telogrnphod 
by tl10 artillery officer from n central po-.ition. 

On tho nppronch of tho ooomy'.· flcot, an<l :-houltl tho leading ship continue her 

OOUl'lio toward-. ... ection 4 ,;hown in thl• tlrnwin~, tho officer could telegraph to load 

for nnd concentrnto on soc ti on D. A -.te:unor mo\'i ug through tho w.1 to1· at ton miles 

8n hour tnke two minute:; to 5"6 yard .. , -.o that all wouh.I be ready hy tho time 

she re. chcd the po-.ition of lotter D, whoo at tho :-i:;nal .: tire," a vortic.'ll :;howor of 

RO .. helli; would dc.-.cernl into that :-ectio111 nnd -.mart gunners woul1l :-ontl another 

how·or upon her into :-ectioo-. K or L. It would require :>kill nnd judgmont on the 

J>art of the nrtillory officer oommauding to continue thb practice during tho bombard­

ment, or to dccido whether it would bo mMo arh·ant:igoou:; to tru:::.t to tho inde­

pendent firing- of the mortnr battczie-. under their own officers. In oithor catio, 

the buoying of tho harbour would bo nn ndrnnta.;e, nnd thii:; could be done with caskt> 

colored for ench zone nod nncho1 o<l there. .c\.11 011cmy woul<l no doubt, try to remove 

tho buoys by bonLli nt night, but they could Lo kept off by steam launches armed 
with gnttlin~ gun ... 

It should be remem!Jero<l that tho .!'ubjeet of numeron:; batteries of cheap rifiod 

mortnrs i probably in ... ignificunt in the eye .. of tho-.o who mnnufactnro ponderous 

rifled ordnanee, which co-.t... largo um-. of money, giving large profit~, and thorofore 

little or no mention i-. made of thorn in .Europe; but it mn-.t not ho forgotlon that 

Gernrnny, '~ith her u.~ual forethought nod 11rudtincc, hn .. di.~covered their \'alue, and 

nnmor u .. rifled mortar,; now in tho German ervicc con-.titute not tho lo:i-,t power­
ful porhon of her armament. 

ll ia woald nl-.o nppcar to ho alivo to the u e of vertical fire. 'l'lio lute Consul 

at Sebru.:topol wn in that port when a UJ[tlJ Ru inn :;toamel' roturnod, having just 

cnp d capture by a T11rki h iron.clad of uporio!' -.peed anti heavy annamout of 

12 ton rifled guns. Thi-. teamer ha<l Leen struck Ly 9-inch 250 p;rn ncl shells in 

nhno t ove1y po1 tion of lier hull except tho engine-room; many mcm and somo 

officer h l o killed and wouudod, in fact tlto . tcamol' waH almur;t a wreck 

ncvcrthelc he oseapod, and it i fated by Captain Ilal'fo1·J Jato of Iler M. , , 
llJe t5 :rn h. Rc·Jiment nnd Con ul nt "ebn topol, that her escape wu" solely 

doc to the vcrt1< ~I firo from tho mortar battery. 1t appeared he had uo guns anti 

that her nnnament coosi led of ix mool11 bore G-inch mortars, throe iu hor bow and 

three in lier tern. When tl10 iron-clad gave chn e she rapidly ove1·haulo<l tht> 

• 
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Hu ~inn steamer, firing nil tho time and making great hu,·oc among tho Ru inn crew; 

:tlthough two of tho mortars woro cli!imountcd, tho 1·onrnining four continucil tho fire 

at tho huge i1·011.dud within 500 yn1·d,... The Hu ian captain tol<l tho Con ul he was 

about to giYo up hiR ship nq hopt•lcs11 when one of tho G-inch shell foll upo11 tho 

Turk's deck and lnll'-.t neat· tho funnel. A jot of steurn i ued from midbhtp afler tho 

explosion: conf'usion :i ppcarccl among the crew: her hctivy gnns cea.-ed tire, her 

engines 1-1topped. Soon Hl10 moved on, but tlhc:.ircd off lo some port,. and thu Ibs:-1iun 

escaped. No botler illubt1·ation could be given of tho value of vorttcul fire. 

Com·crted rified mortars are very cheap, and it is certain they would ho very 

formidn.blc in sufficient number. Six mortar battel'io:,j of fi~o rifled mortar:; oacl.i, as 

!!hown in tho drawing, and their lire directed by "ignul, would be a cl.ionp nnd u .. eful 

auxiliary to tho battol'ic!\ of rifled guns. The efficiency of tho rifled mortnr fin 

would depend very mnch upon tho numbo1· employed in order that tho chnnce:, of a 

lucky :::.hell might be incron-.01. Economy combined with etticioncy is what Canada 

Heok,,, 0,,pecinlly whoo tho work can be dono in hel' own :-hop . Sir William Pal­

liscr's remnrk:-1 on ordnnnC'e are annexed to the drawing:. in Apperulix :So. 9. 

In the c Jurse of the p·bt snrnme1·1 ac<.:ount:; wc1·c received tending to show that 

Indians of tho North-We~t Territories were beginning to . uffor hunger from tho 

disappearance of tho hutfalo. It was ..;uppo-<c1l that nece .. sity might drive the.m to 

plunder or sloal for their support. Although tho Government had taken prcc~ut1on to 

provide a sto1.:k of supplies, it wai:; pt'Otiumo I that n:; the long and i;everc wmter of 

the prairie di8trict proceeded, marauding parties might cau~o nlnr~ .and trou~lo 

among tho Rottlor~. It was therefore determined to organize :-ome mzl1~i:1 eomp:.1mu-. 

round tho mo,;t populou,; settlements to gi,·c confolencc, nnd nccordtngly Lieut.­

Colonel Q,,horno Smith, tho Deputy .Adjutant-General for )fanitoba, wri.. cntru~tcd 

with that dnty, anc.l di,..patched to mako tho neccc .... ary arrangemcnb. 

That olficer car1·ied out his instruction... an l al!led with the jud.!'mont 

which distingnbhos him, in i;electing the mo-.t important point:-. for t~e c-.t.'lbli-..111.ncnt 

of armed cu rp,;, nnd tho general di ... po-.ition..; with regard thereto. Jfr, report wit~ be 

found in full in A.ppe111lix Xo. 1, nod I neud only d1-.1w attention to it, n-. I, thtnk 

it will lie rear! with intorc:-.t by nil who look towtml..; tho importmicc of that ~r°:'lt 

region in its not distant fut~1·e. Lieul.-ColonPl 0-.bornc Smith hll" -.m•ceede 1 m 

formincr tho nucleus of one company of infantry nt Battleford, the :;cat. 0£ Gornrn­

ment, t7ndol' •fr. Scott, tho Regi-.t.rnr for tho :North-Wost Tcrriloric-., a~thongh tho 

population cnpnblo of bearing Hl'rns hardly admits of a. full company being formed 

until the winter senson, when freighter:' n.nd hunters will bnvc returned. . 

At DuC'k Lake, between the branclH~:' of the S:i-.k:ltchewau, and n few mile 

~!Outh of Carleton House, a troop of mounted ritlemen bu,; been formed, uncler )fr. 

Owen II nghe:;, who i.; in ch:1r~o of that i m port:rnt tra ling·po .. t. Ili: feel-. ::.uro t~int 

with the men about hi" p0-.t, the :-;ottlers in tho neigh bourhoo l, and tho Unlf urccd: n.t 

he \v iii i.~ nhlc to maintnin a thoroughly lltlicicnt mounted troop. 'Ihe St. Laurent, I)\; 
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Rov. Father Andre, of tho St. Tuinr ent .Mi~ ion Station, who cxo1·ci:;o8 nn nlniost 

unbounded influence o\·or tho French pcnking HnJf.l:,rcous in tho sottlomont, cor. 

robornte hi viow:;. Tho head qunrtor of thj,.. troop will thc1·cforc bo at "Stobnrt," 
Dack l.J!ll,o. 

On tho north brnnoh of tho Snskntchow:m, nonr tho Porks, tho main :;ottlomont 

of PrillCO Albert lies, nnd bore thoro nru 1,11oro hon c::; an I :,tore::. now than some i;ix 

or sernn yonrs ngo there woro in Winnipeg. Tho onterpri:so which i:; npparont Lids 

fnir to mnkc thb di-.trict one of, if not. tho most important, in tho wholo of the 

North. W'u:>t Teri itoric-.. Tho populnlion nro mo::.t anxiou:s for milita.1-y protection, in 

roforcnco to tho gradual influx of armed Sioux Imli:rns in search of isul>sbtcnco· 

Princo 1\.lbert will thoreforo fumish two troops of mounted riflemen and one 

com1 any of infantry-the troop-. under command of Captain Young, Into of llor 

Mnjo,ty's :iOlh Foot, and Captain Moore, Into of tho .Antrim Rifle M ilitia; tho infan­

try company un lor Mr. Thoma.-, .McKny, nn influential native uf tho country and 
A.gcnL of tho Hud-..on Bay Company. 

The nction of tho Go\"erumont in extending tho militia org:miznlion 1o tho 

... .,.orlh We t Territoiio i.; npprecintod, nnd I would 1·ecommend it:,, ::.till further 

e.xtcu ion lo otl1er localitie, uch n among the -cttler::. of the Little ::>.'.1-.lrntchewnn 

l'lud olh r., on tho we.-tcrn portion of .Mnuilobn. Arm-.., ammunition and sa ldlory 

have been accol'dingly is.:,uod for tho equipment of the:se corps before the ~ctting in 

of \\inter; but, owing to the deficiency of clothing in :;tore, from cau:;es I hnvo fore­

told iu pre\'ious repo1 b, they can11ot be :-11pplie1l with uniforms at present. 

·when orders were i ... sued for the or~nnization of militia in the Xorth.Wc:;t, I 

noticed thnt. tho Act did not. npply to tho o territories; acc:ordingly an Onlc1 in 

Council was pa-..-cd in November directing proclamation to be ma<lo that tho ontiro 

l!ilitin \ct houltl npply Lo tho Xorth \V(ljt 'ferrilorics antl Keewatin. Au enormous 

additior1al country ha thu. been • dd ·d to tho militia re .. pon .... 1bility, which now ex­
tend O\er the entire Dominion of C.innda. 

In conucction with thi· extended military occup·Hion it may not Lo out of place 

hero to con id er the military aspect of tho o torritoric-, and tho force."' om ployed for 
their protection. 

fo the summer of 1875, I wns f!cnt by the Government through tho X orth- Wosl. 

Tcrrilorie , antl aero&-, the Rocky l\IouAtains to Briti,h Columbia and Vancouver 

Island. My orders embraced the <luty of in pccting as many of the )founlotl Police 

po ts as po iblc, and to inquire genol'ally into tho condition of that fo1·co for its 

duty i my order:i likewi~e required me to confo1· with tho American general officerd 

in .Aloutann and W a.:.,hington Territories, rcgn1 ding the re pre:;., ion of c:ri mo and the 
J>Cacc of tl1c frontiers generally. 

The o duties I fulfilled aftnr a jouinoy from first to last of 11,000 milOR and 

duly reported the result on my return to Ottawa. A portion of my report 'va.~ 
imbJi he<l, but much of it was not. I have recently had n memorandum from the 
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Department of the Interior, 1111J notod the s11ggcstio11s ns to tho future distribution 
of tho :\!o1111tcd Police. 

Thnt f.1rco, ai:; il-1 name implic."', is in 110 \vay undc1· tho order <>f' the ~filitary 
Dopnrtmcnt; it. is entirely a eivil body, and prmlontly so in tho nature of its duties. 

In a con8tnbulury force ovo1y man has power to enforce lhc law; ho is a civil con­

etable <'hal'gccl with tho protection of tho community undor the law, and can por­

sonally put. in force any summons or civil procc s which may be is:sued by con­

stituted authority-ho is in fact a li1r.b o!' tho law itsolf; whereas a 1;oldicr or hody 

of soldiers, cannot legnlly act without. the pro1'!cneo of a m"gistratc, their duty being 

only to aid the civil power when not strong enough to do its own work. 

Tho )fountod Police >vas, I con<:ei•·o, establi$het1 with a throo.fold object: -

1. Tho occupation of tho Territory; to enforce law and order, untl to protect tbo 
inhnhi tnnts. 

2. To prevent internecine disputes among tho ludian~; to prohibit tho ncfariou 
liquot· traffic and prevent smuggling. 

3. To gi\·o confidonco generally to Indian!" as well a.« ottlera by th" r•rcscnce 
of an armed force. 

In all of theRo objects thi;i excellent force had been succe•Nful at tho time of my 

expcrlilion over four year:-; ago. They wero respected by traders, re~ident-< and 

Indian-;. At that timo tho buffalo were plentiful o~cr tho plninQ, there wn$ no 

8Carcity of food in the counti-y, nnd the distribution of tho force wa~ 1rnfl:h:icntly good 

for the occasion. Tho chief defect I noticed was tho ostnblishmont of its head­

quarters nt Swan River-a. mm;t unsuitnblc place in almo~t e\"ery point of view. ThiR 

was removed nftol' my roporl, and its prei>ont sito at Fort McLco:.I was an :iccitlcnt 

due to tho senior officer being stationed there when a change of commnndantq 
OC(;QJ'l"f" J. 

Now that buffalo arc nearly extinct, an<l hunger is beginning to press the 

Indian«, perhaps in a military \"iow, a redi-.triLution of tho fore might be con­

sidered with prn•lonco in connection with tho rcccntly-formc I milili:l comp:rnie"'. 

Tho officc1· in command and tho head-quarter:'> might bo better pince l within more ~n.. .... y 
reach of tclogr:1ph~ and mails than at tho back door of the territory at tho ba o of 

the Rocky .\1 ountnins. Qn '.A ppclle therefore, near tho junction of that ri\"or nnd tho 

Assiniboine, t:uggcsts iteelf as n po:sition of more importance nnd commnnd; Touch. 

wood hill.'1 on tho main trail to Carleton from the .--outh would be nu equally import­

ant po~iti0n. Tt nbountls with wood and water nml i gcnemll!? n fcrtill' nnd 

and benutiful trncl of country, n lino of communication with Winuipe.; would then be 
cni!y nnd r:::lfo frnm either point. 

If it is desirable to occupy the po b noted be~idcs Port Ellico, Sn!;kntchewnn, 

Battlofonl, McTJc0<l, Wal h, Wood Mountain nndSouri",each i;hould, ifpo-.:iiulo,boin­

dividunlly Rtrong enough at lenst for ~clf-ddcnco. There arc but 330 officcrsnnd men 

of Mounted Police, but then' arc about 15,000 Indians, of whom 3,000 may bo fight-



·ng They nre well nrrnocl with repenting rifle~, and for tho mo t pn1'L 

f t:u'\ntion eu uo nnd tho Inclinn,, bu in d0tip:1ir to provido food for their 

people, t y m:iy b come troubtc,.,omo nod nggro,.,,.,ivc .. 'fhoroforo it may b~come 
imprudent to h:wo .. 0 macy smnll police po,.t:-, 160 miles or more npn1·t1 without 

mutuul npport. A military nxiorn forbilb n forco being divided, boyon!l in<livi<luul 

power of ~e1t:<lcfcnco and mutual ~upport. Qu'.\.ppcllo should bo 1-1trong and 

onlronchod i rort Ellico al~o. sa ... kntchcwnn lll1 0d only bo 3. smnll gnl'l'i~on, but alfio 

-0mrcnchc1l. P1-incc A.lbort will hu,·e two mounto<l and one infantry corps of militia; 

they i:hould hnvo n plnco d'armcs in cnlrencho<l lines. Dattloford, tho 1ocat of Govern­

ment, will prob:ibly bo froqucutcd hy Indians clamouring for food, nnd should, bo~idcs 

it-. compnny of infantry militia, n:; yot not vory rcliablo, barn n body of police, with 

work-. of defence. Duck Lnko and St. Lauront will have their mounted militia 

troop. It will require more local inforrMtion of tho present condition of the Indians 

thnu I bn'\'o, to determine whether McLeod nnd Wabh should be mnintaincd. .A.11 
,trntc~ic points thoy are excellent, nnd n,.. polico po,,t_s equally so; but can they bo 

mndo tron~ enongb to hold their own in 1mch isolated po,itions if ac;sailed by :,itnrv­

ing Jndi n bnn1b? So likowi:;o, tho i;mnll po:it on the Souris trail, and Wood ~foun­

tain, if not entrenched and stron~ly garri-;one<l. All these outposts are good in easy 

time<l, and ndmir<.iblopolice station:-, but might be hauu·dous when the Plain Intlianl!I 

are turbulent from want of food. 

In fact, a serieR of weak po,.t-; only invites attack for hungry mon, and if a 
quarrel should en..;uc, c\·on over a bag of flou1·, a fight mny follow, anJ. tho weakest 

goo to the wall. Wenk post:> o:urnot l>c detercnt and might be provocu.ti\.·o. 

The American Sioux Indinu;; may in timo give up their arm:-i and return to tboir 

own re.sen-ntion,,; if so, and it i:; truo that herd:i of buffalo have cro:;::,ed the border 

:nncl gone out on the North-West prairies, no trouble may arise, and there will be 

tim .. to con,.idcr the future occupation of the country generally by the militia and thu 
Mounted Police. 

y report of 1815 on tho Mounted Police "oggo,.tcd that, as this force wa:i di8-

pon;ed nocessnrily in the North-West, its efficiency would be as::.i:ited by having a 

depot at Toronto, to which all young officers and recruits should bo atlac:hod for 

ix months before being sont to join their troop:;. rhey should atlond in that 

ti mo, besides a course of drill and equitation, the police court of the city, and loarn 

in ROme degree the mode of administering civil law. They are con::itabulary though 

doing military duty as well, ao<l in military drci;s and equipment, and t;hould ~hen 
cnt to the f1 ont, understand their drill, <li ciplino and police <lnty, and be thoroughly 

proficient in the use of thoir rifles. All remount horses should likcwiRo he sent to 

the depot and well trained i ~ a mancgo, and Lbe force should have a. slant.ling code ot' 
regulntions. 

"Two militiamen" wrote a pamphlet la:;t year, "A Plea for tho Militia.'' They 

lv 

"late, what is well established, "our Amor Patrire i!i not on the surface, but it may 

"requil'o a Htimulus to stir it.-:! inmo::it <loptha," nn<l tbo~c um 'vordi; with much mcan­

i ng. Thoy con tr111-it tho po:ii lion of Canadu with that of tho ornall J:u1·opoa11 JIOWt'Nl, 

and givo tho following 1>ynopsi~, which n.1·0 worth attcnti<m and application, "Lr..:-· 

- - - --~ 

-- Domio ion Nether- Switzer-
of Co.nado. lands. lo.ad. 

-----------------
Popalntio11 ..............•.. 3, 727,000 3,967,'26'.l 2,€69, 147 
Area ...... ........................... { 3,580,310 13,680 15,991 

sq. m. Eq. m. sq. m. 
ReTenue ........ ·····-········ ....... £4,500,000 £R,612,556 £1,580,610 
lhpenditure for military 

purposes .......................... £200,000 £1, 541, 909 £586,23i 
.Army ............................... { none. Gl,947men 8-t,369 

•so,069 
} Sbil's ....... ............ 67 

Na.Ty <~un~ ...... ............. none. 705 none. 
Men_ •M ................. . 91200 mec 

llilitia ................................. 43, 729 100,323 " 65,981 

•Reserve. 

- -

Bwedtn. Norway. 

--1--
4,383,291 1,817,237 

l 7l, 750 I 221280 
Ml· m e'l m. 

£4,340,000J £2,117,:!00 
I 

£925,000 .............. 
7,885 12, 760p'cc. 

131 18,000war. 
'.!O 

394 156 
4,693 2,39$ 

{29.940' 
94,9:-iO 621000• 
13, 166 

• 3 claases. • Reae•ve . 

- - -- ~ 

Denmark. <~reec~. 

-------
1,910,400 1,457,86 

15.501 19,9t 
sq m. Pq. m. 

£2,G!!4,000 £11 3jj6,P7 

£1,114,000 £336, i5 
37,000 14,06l 

33 14. 
2111 

l, 115 653 

32,3!>3 

I 
24,000 

~ 

I 

J:i'rom theHO figures it appears that, with a population almo t ctptal, and a 

revenue hnlf ll.'i large as tho Netherlands, we spend le::,s than one-:-.cvcnth M much fot· 
military purposes, train for such service letis than 011c fourth the number of men; 

ttnd haw no permanent force at all beyond two batturies of artillery and tho mounted 

police. They show that in Switzerland i:,taff officerA are obliged to pa.-,3 thruugh the 

:;\Iilitary School at Thnn, M are al~o the officer:. of engineers :mil artillery. 

·Regimental i;taff officers also pass examinationll on promotion, and they dwell ou 

every prnctical point. Thus we seo what can be accompli~hud in the way of defen­

sive organization by ~mallor nation:i with lesser revenue ... than our own. Whnt are 

we to do towar<l?-J the t.'ttme end? No hurried extent-ion of our prc,,out "}:.tern jg 

neccs:-ury or would bo pmdent; armies are not mn(lo in a day, nor can a military 

ay1:1tem be perfected in a year, "but tho framework mu:;t be l.>Uilt in timo of peace, 

"upon tmch solid foundntiond that it will neither i;hrink ncr gin:i 'my under the 

" pr~s!'m·e of war.'' 

To have an efficient militia, 1:mfficient funds mu"t bo provide I to cuny 011 the 

work regularly. It will not do to !'!pond two million!1 one ye:lr and half a million 

the next ; tl10 vote 1:1hould bo n Htan<ling sum in time of ponco nocc -.ary to maintain 

a fixed force with itri Htatf nod arm~, ammunition, manufoctnro an1l convor,,ion of 

~annon, clothing, mugazino~, educational establi.,hmcnt.'i and war material of O\"ery 

nocoHi;ary dc.!1Cl'iption. Let tho country decide \That it cun afford to .-.pond annually 

for dofonAivo purpO!lc:-1, nn<l ti on hold tho ·o ra..,ponsible for its propo1· expenditurn 

lvho arc 1·c ponE1iblo for tho clficioncy of the force. 




