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known, in a similar way as the envolment of the Reserve Militia is made knowy
mﬂ Lefore it takes glwe in general terms as to the manner in which the annyy
drill of the Active Militia is to be performed, and I respectfully recommoend thy
battalion camps be authorized for the year following the drill at company hey).

; and  that afterwards for the year succceding that year the force |y
assembled in brigade or divisional camps.  This three years, course of training to e
] continuonsly.

Among the advantages to be derived from this system arve the foliowing —

1. A larger proportion than heretofore of the best class of young mea in the
<ountry would, I am convinced, join the ranks for this three years, service, and o
reﬁrom%r;lt, their pltacuﬂ woul;l bﬁ tillled by others. :

2. The supevstructure of the force being rendered complete by the establishme
of the Military College, the succession of ste g\‘», from “A.” agd - B.'?" Batteries lz:k(rin:i?:-.
force in Manitoba to the last class of the rve Militia, wonld triennially become
more and more efficient ; the Reserve Militia, in its different classes, would be largely
represented by three years past service men, ready and willing to sapport the Active
Pﬁllt‘{& in the honr Qi‘ need, and the active force would in turn send its most
intelligent members from time o time to the Schools of Gunnery, or to the Brigale
Schools built on that efficient basis, to be returned to their corps respeetively aftor &
thorough course of instruction, to serve as models to their bretEren. ' .

By means such as these, without much increased expenditure, without any change
of system, without having to resort in a hurry, perhaps too late, to the migratory
elass for :_ml in the hour of danger, withont having to keepup an expensi\'{; stand
llng Army, the mainstay 4of the military structure—the Active Militia force—would.-

conceive, continue to stand on the surest foundation, and to be worthy of the
f)‘:‘l‘i"l?de““"’,?’f tt1.|e people of Canada, and it is a lesson that every nation that has
nuqno:t!i)m:ﬁxl ”;;‘;9*;'10 ;:;l}' extent on the Prussian model, excellent though it
dassptiva: ﬂmy iy ould bear in mind that “ imitations of Prussia are apt to be very
i g e y eaeliure to give a large nominal force, but it is only when ile system
S mnrkp?t‘s‘;::t‘nncg lotlnl% {éﬁ ‘l;abgr:ioyﬁ efforts that it eseapes from the two defects
y— of du SR 7 :

cxpurncod e,k oy o i e men and o want o

Aid to the Civil Authorstics.
)Imlav‘:':?!:; C'Eau::i‘e_ *B?lt;ojl el on_an inspection tour in Carleton, Victoria and
R et e t‘, :'.ll uly last, I received the intimation that a disturbance at St.
whio was 0a duty in Carleton Conaty ot 1l sore, g o 210 se0t. the Brigade Major
the event of the services of the forcfa Eci:lgel‘:;:i?ego St. John, with instructions, in
Fi receivt::lnﬂy’ L:eqt-:-Q'olonel Fostet:, the senior officer of the Active Militia at St.
1brce'ur that city,”(rﬁi%uﬁl:??viuti St aliaet magi.-}trme, calling for a portion of the
o ﬁ}; 15th Jur i proper proportion of officers) to aid the civil power
he requisiti 7
ok it l{lbu‘;:::::: c:a.ufpw‘)lr!nptlj" mted upon by Lieut.-Colonel Foster, and on the
i o) \lin'isL’ 0:' ¢ luformation of the Major-General commandine, and the
R Gt e ok mﬁrg .!_I;I:ua and Dc_t'ence. that offizer’s report, (A) <hAving the
= extramely ‘;00‘1- e .te loree under his command, and bearing testimony to the
tha.nk:s Wits :ﬂel’\\'ﬁr;& tzzi;ﬂbll)it';l;;.ﬂtﬁ!inn l.cl(neﬂ ‘-llll'illg t'hebday‘n 11 i@tter of
i ipetibiehgty ” : ieut.-Colonel Foster.
4 e i-qu: .
couveying thanks e Tos. -Quarters the letter (B) of the Mayor of St. John,

t Cnlone[ Fos 5 i it s v
responded to the eall in aid of the eivill?t;ft‘}{:i);'ht?eu})mmpmm e ot

——

Military Resourzes.
On the 1t
eral, 1 sab

h July last, in compl; ith i
J . pliance with instructions received fro djutant
mitted a lengthened ¥eport on the military resources ::;‘ tItll‘:':eA ﬁ';tr?ci
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(New Brunswick) under my command, for use at head-quartersin regard to men,
‘horses and provisions, and meansof transport and conveying information r ting
the strong features of the country; and, besides, as to any military particular that
may tend to the defensive power of this Distriet, and shewing the assailable points
-of the same,

I also submitted a most valuable outline m:IlP of my District, prepared by Capt.
Henry Perley, commanding New Brunswick Engineer Corps, shewing the county
divigions, leading roads, railways and water communications, harbours, &e., and
accompanied by information in writing relating thereto, for all of which Capt. Perley
received the thanks of the Major-General commanding, as well as my own
acknowledgments.

I take this opportunity to express my best thanks to L. W. Bailey, Esq., Ph.
Dr., Professor of the Fredericton University, for the valuable report with respect to
the physical features and economic minerals of New Brunswick, kindly furnished
by him ; and also to Edward Jack, Esq., for the information as to the usefal woods
-of the Province, jointly supplied by him and Dr. Bailey.

I also received much information from the officers of the Public Works and
Crown Land Departments of New Brunswick, especially from Capt. A. G. Beckwith
and Ensign Loggie, T1st Battalion, respectively. ®

Reduction of District Staff.

On the 19th May last the resignation of Lient.-Colonel D. R. Jago, Assistant In-
spector of Artillery, was accepted, and he was permitted to retain rank upon retirement.

As regards the resignation of this officer, I, personally, am unable adequately to
express my sense of regret.

The artillery force of the Province, for whose improvement he had worked
most assiduously, in eonjunction with its officers, for many years past, with marvel-
ous success, has lost the services of a true friend, and the community generally, I
may add, much regret the departure from our midst of an excellent citizen.

We rejoice to know, however, that Lieut.-Colonel Jago has the strongest ties to
this ecountry as a Canadian, and I have his assurance that should his presence be re-

uired in New Brunswick in the hour of danger, or to assist in the training of the
orce thereof, no time will be lost on his part in placing his services at the disposal
of the Major-General commanding.

On the 2nd June last a reduction of the Brigade Staff of the militia having been
ordered, the services of the following officers of this District, who were permitted to
retain their rank on retirement, were dispensed with, viz:—Lient.-Colonel J. A. Inches,
Brigade Major 1st Division; Lieut.-Colonel C. McCulley, Brigade Major 3rd Division.

As to the retirement of Lieut.-Colonel Inches—in expressing my sincere regret that
such a step has been deemed necessary, I think it due to that officer to repeat that
which I have already stated officially with respect to his services:—

9th February, 1875 “ From the period-—early in 1866—when he commanded a
force of Volunteer Militia at St. Stephen, at the threatened Fenian invasion (for
which his services were acknowledged in a special manner ” by the then Commander
in Chief,Hon. A. Gordon) to the present time there has scarcely been an annual report
sabmitted in which the force of the 1st Brigade Division, in Lieut.-Col. Inches charge,
has notheen commended both as regards its complete numerical strength, and its
efficiency, and it may be observed in my annual report for 1874, as well as that of
1875, that I took occasion at the breaking up of the camps in his BrigadeDivision, at
St. Andrews, to advert in my brigade orders to the satisfactory state of efficienc
of the force, and I subsequently reported favourably thereon, as “reflecting hig
credit upon the Brigade Major and officers commanding corps.’ y

Lieut.-Colonel ﬁlc(!ullur had alsoserved long in the Militia force, and as President
of the Northumberland Cou;:t,y Rifle Association, took much interest in riﬂq practice.
He did his best, moreover for the good of the force. ~ Under the new[ regime—with
reduced staff (although this District extends over a large area, and corps are in
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instances widely separated) with zeal and activity on the part of the Brigade
m, with pmmptit{lde and al)aority on the part of the District Paymaster and
Storekeeper, and with forethought and intall‘iigenee on the part of oﬂicers. command-
ing corps in the discharge of their important duties,respectively, I entertain no doubt
that the duties of this District will be as correctly performed in the future asI
assume they have been in the past.
And here 1 must express my acknowledgments to the Staft and to officers com-
manding corps for the valuable support and assistance they have invariably accorded
me in the discharge of my duties as Deputy Adjutant General.

Examinations for Kingston Military College.

Three examinations for admission to Kingston Military College were held in
this Province, commencing on 8th February, 2nd May and 5th December of this year,
each examination occngying five and a half hours daily for four days consecutively.

The following gentlemen have already been admitted to the College, viz :—

1. C. A. DesBrisay,
2. T.L.Reed. *
3. Geo. E. Perley.

It is gratifying to know that in the order of merit on being approved for
admission, as published in General Orders (11) of the 19th May %&st,P%[r.
DesBrisay, of Bathurst, N.B,, is placed first on the list.

School of Military Instruction, Fredericton, N. B.

Staff : Commandant, Iaia.ul':.-Golonel G.J. Maunsell, D.A.G; Adjutant, Lieut-Colonel
J. MacShane, B.M.; Examining Officer, Lieut-Colonel J. Saunders, 8th Regiment
Cavalry ; Instructors, Captain McKenzie, and Sergeant Daniel,

Sixty-eight cadets obtained second-class certificates, 25 of whom were from
York, 18 from St. John, 10 from Carleton, the rest were from other counties. So
numerous were the applications for admission to the school, the Board of Examiners
had to put an additional check to iprevent the admission of an inferior class of men,
and besides the usual certificate of .commanding officers as to moral character, &c.,
a certificate was required shewing that the applicant is a member of the Active

McKenzie having done all in their power to ensure efficiency, I have no hesitation
in stating that I consider the Military School at Frederictog last winter was moro
snceer;lfnl than were any of the previously conducted Schools.
i uoﬁ(iaxt'ff the Active Militia in 4 recent non-official letter to me on this subject
ek yndi{'s, . ere 1s no public expenditure more beneficial than the very moderate
2 petl ur:a g; the Schools (Mnllxmryg and no portion of the people’s’ money so
caddmebsj; E:ﬁ-omcj:hw the people.” « ou know "—he adds—* the great bulk of the
orepia by t?‘mal dmtnct'.s, their families fixtures in the land, in all events
tecl{nical ri mu jects and acquire during their stay at the schools, knowledge,
. “gr f‘l linary worth far more than it costs, and to the average man it
hgs use of obligation to the couutry which affords it to him, that have its effect
on him :::n t.hgse mgthwl}:om Bl(:‘e associates ever after.” .
ancciion with this School, excellent as it un uestionably has proved, as a
?z:?a%f; ;n&tz:uctmg officers and non-commissioned oﬂi%ers with {he vigw to their
oy g reu:;ipm the knowledge so acquired to others. So numerous have been
1869 (bt e yhpassed through the school since it was orj inally established in
oo cadetsobe? or:;i have left the Dominion) 1 respectfully submit the desirableness
% heie e ing triennially assembled as a battalion for brigade drill, in order
provement in the knowledge and practice of drill and field manceuvres, their

-
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services to be utilized in the mean time—in the intervenin ears —at ¢ ’
battalion drill, as submitted in a previous suggestion. i P o

It is also a question worthy, 1 think, of consideration, as to whether the time
has not arrived for amending Section 33 of the Militia Law, by vxpunging that part
of it authorizing Boards of Officers to grant certificates of fitness, a3 examination by
such boards must necessarily be mmperfect, and the means of acquiring military
knowledge outside of schools of instruction is also by no means pc:-f'eut,b and both
artillery and infantry schools have been long enough established to afford ample
opportunity to all to qualify thercat.

Cavalry Schools.

The necessity for esteblishing a Cavalry School of Instruction is becoming
annually more and more apparent. Cavalry officers have been for many years serving
side by side with their brethren in the artillery and infantry, and while officers in
these arms of the service have the opportunity of obtaining the nec:ssary qualification
to fit them for promotion, cavalry officers have no such opportunity afforded them.

I have recently (29th September, 1876) submitted to head-quarters a sugestion
for supplying this want, which I earnestly hope may be favorably considered.

DomiNioN ARTILLERY ASSOCIATION.
President, Lieut-Colonel Strange, Inspector of Artillery.

The formation, in February last, of this Association having for its object the
development of gunnery skill and the dissemination of artillery knowledge through-
out the Dominion of Canada, may be considered the commencement of a new era in
the artillery branch of the service, although it is generally known that a New
Brunswick Artillery Association had previously been formed.

Having been present at the competitions of the different batteries in this District,
held under the rules of the Association, I am enabled to state that not only has the
shot and shell practice been satisfactorily carried out, under circular No. 2, but the
method of awarding prizes proportioned to each battery, « relatively to the amount
of their subscriptions,” seems to give much satisfaction.

I may add that rule No. 12, as to special Provincial meetings in their respective
Provinces appears to meet with general approval.

RIFLE ASSOCIATIONS.

The Provincial Rifle Association (President, Capt. Perley, N. B. Engineers)
continues to be conducted with success.

The prineipal features that marked the competition at Sussex in August last were.
1st. The gifts to the Association of two valuable cups by James Domville, Esq., M. P.,
and William Elder, Esq., M.P.P., respectively; 2n(}. The adoption by the Couneil of
the targets and system of marking invented by Lieut.-CoJmm{ Beer. T4th Battalion, a
viee-patron of the Association ; and 3rd. Holding for the first time for some years a
long range match.

Having been present in command during the whole of the competition, I can
bear cheerful testimony to the fact that both Lieut.-Colonel Beer’s targets and system of
marking worked most satisfactorily, and as stated in the report of the Council of the
Association regarding them * one thing these targets enjoy over all others, and that is
their extremely moderate cost, coupled with the ease and facility with which they
can be erocted anywhere, and the perfect safety to those marking.”

For the above reasons, I respectfully submit the desirableness of the adoption of
these targets by the Militia Department for general service.

The Council calls attention to the fact that « this year the Association did not
send a team to Ottawa,” to compete at the Dominion Rifle Association Match, « five
of its members, however, proceeded there at their own expense and were eminently
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successful both in obtaining a fair share of the prizes offered as well as in three of
th:xx: getting a place on the team which it is possible may proceed to Wimbledon
next year.”

In conclusion, it is satisfactory to observe that, while the Provineial Associati
eont_inues to be attended with success, County Associations and Rifle Clubs ge:f::-:ll(l);
are increasing in popularity ; and it may be added that at St. John, in particular, the
lists of prizes to be com]ileted for this year, both at the County Association and Rifle
Club matches, were muc larger than'in any previous year, thanks to the liberalit
of the citizens and the energy of certain members of the force; and the prizes wer%
com tedfﬁl)lr, apparently, with much increased skill on the part of the marksmen.
daly m:' n:)it tl:;l:l-]—g- Associations held competitions this year, returns of which will be

1. New Brunswick Provineial Rifle Association.
2. Charlotte County Rifle Association.

— — —— ——
— — pu—

3. 8t. John  do do
4. Carleton  do do
5. York do do

6. Northumberland County Rifle Association.
7. King's County do
g. 1ti\2nd gattalion Rifle Club.

. New Brunswick Engineer Corps Rifle Club.
10. Head.quarters Company Riﬂe}m Club, g

_An article in the “St. John Daily Telegraph ™ 2
subject o_f our Rifle Associations is so forcﬁble aﬂ J:w{:)rth(g 05 2?m‘ﬁizgr:§iigmi’ s
mfraﬁn T{m? utll?kmg tlie following extract therefrom : — s 002
1e tenth annual meeting of the incial Ri iati
elqse yesterday, and it is no exg erau:i()I:lﬁt‘;‘(‘:!l ::;afzhféﬂ?: l;j;ﬂclllﬂ:thlgeWag b:—-cfughb e
poml‘:‘ ‘%_‘;m;mst: byi'alﬂn m 4 profacesdars, en exceeded in
1¢ Provinci iation meeting occupies an i i
ttﬁ:tl?gmm}o? n}egtmg and the varions cgﬁnty ulnleetings, Imrﬁx?r? t(?al? ]?a(;e n?ii?)ﬁ%?
impomlljl?l:iﬁeo as;t;lgo:_tance it occupies an intermediate position also. The mostl,
gl s t?: ion meetings are the local ones, where the marksmen of each
$040 Lo shootiag an:l pggloses e?if competition. These are the true nurseries of
all their expensive’sun-mm rH pared to them, the Dominion Association meetings, with
competitions we shoald hngﬂ: are O_f comparatively small account. Without ‘these
Dosinion prisas andognil‘ Weﬁ;o rLﬂe}nen to compete either for Provincial or
e howlrtary ifle shooting would become a lostart. The Provincial
omen o (o o o, 4,3 Exbeing o tho b
040 ey vl y us e very accuratel
s tfr emragi :;em : in u;zrkmansh:p. The result of tﬁgalﬁeetingat %isgz?i};
finre o roerts s ej;s at we are not deteriorating, and that the average
meeting by the oﬁcegs %ﬂﬁ.ﬂﬂe men is high. The management of the whagie
men was 7ood. The New Brag s:m 13{ cﬁ?ﬁ%paw‘xoemf;tﬁ e'[ala,nd the conduct of the
w i i 3
ereja fcredit to their P rovince, both as marksmen and 1::; 95?)?&1;;?- 1;1;1;3 uiiseii
2

extremely gratifying to be able to :
respects to the sa%tion of all whts)a s;;h:ﬁ;;:a’y Aequitied themselves in both thoso

The following Target P Annual Target Practice,
get Practice Regulati ! 3 g
m li:trh':n'i‘l:ﬁ%‘ﬁ m target, pmctiégn:r;em‘;gh;tzdg‘i t‘ﬁly ?o?{tmt Orders
herewith under the head of « Figureo f% eritff’ﬂ?'f;'f,’,.p a:;
“ Target Practice Regulations.

(5-1) Position and aiming dri
for drill will : ng drills should be carried out as far o S
permit,  Corps armed with the Snider rifle, and snp?li?cf :l:tl;:t;gvto;:?lo
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ment ammunition will fire five rounds at 200 yards, five rounds at 400 yards, and
five rounds at 600 yards. The 8th Regiment of Cavalry, armed with the Snider
carbine, will fire five rounds at 200 and five rounds at 400 yards.

The target shall be four feet wide and six feet high at 200 yards, with bull'sjeye
(circular in form) one foot diameter ; centre, three feet diameter; outer, remainder
of target. At 400 and 600 yards, target six feet wide with bull’s eye two feet
diameter ; centre, four feet diameter; outer, remainder of target. X3

The value of hits to be : bull's eye 4, centre 3, outer2. Position when firing :
standing at 200, kneeling at 400, and any position at 600 yards, but without artificial
rests.
Officers commanding corps are reminded that the greatest care should be taken
to prevent accidents occurring whilst at target practice. Orders have already been
issued on this important subject.

The Deputy Adjutant-General offers the following: prizes for good shooting,
viz., to the best shot in every battery, troop and company, silver rifle with stars; to
the best shot in every brigade, regiment and battalion, silver cross rifles with crown.”

Target practice having been carried out by the Active Militia for man  ycars,
and the shooting of the “ marksmen " of the Province, as shown by the Returns of
Rifle Matches, being excellent, I respectfullysubmit that in my opinion the time has
come when a proportion of each corps may with great advantage be armed with
Martini-Henri Rifle, with the view of improving the system of musketry training
in the force and of developing the shooting powers of the soldiers.

I have had frequent occasions to point out the difficulty of carrying out prelim-
inary drills generally, according to musketry regulations, In every corps, however,
there is a proportion of marksmen who devote more time than other men can in de-
veloping their skill. To these I should recommend the issue of the Martini-Henri rifle.
And on these, in the event of invasion, would probably devolve the important duty of
being sent to the front as skirmishers, and the effect produced by a superior rifle in
the hands of such men would be disastrous to an enemy.

8th Regiment of Cavalrg—Lieut-Col. Saunders.

The inspection of this fine regiment by myself on the 15th July on the comple-
tion of its annual drill has already been adverted to in this report, it is only necessary
to add that success attended the efforts of both officers and men in maintaining
efficiency during the limited time at their disposal. So limited indeed was the time
that instruction in many important details of the cavalry soldier’s duty had neces-

sarily to be omitted.
Newcastle Field Battery of Artillery—Brevet-Major Call.

Inspected by the Inspector of Artillery and myself on the 20th July.

Brevet Major Call has bad, from time to time, since the acceptance of this battery
in 1868, to overcome some obstacles to ensure the better organization of the cor;is,
among which may be mentioned the difficulty of obtaining good horses. Whilstjthe
Intercolonial Railway was being constructed, he has never experienced difficulty
in securing the services of men of a good class, and the overcoming of difficulties ap-
gears to be not the least agreeable part of this officer’s duty. ‘Ha must, therefore,

ave been pleased that the Inspector expressed himself satisfied at the degree of

efficiency attained.
Woodstock Field Battery—Capt. Dibblee.

I regret that the Inspector of Artillery was unable to see this battery on the

completion of its annual drill in camp, as he would have found, Ican bear testimony,
the various parts of an efficeint battrey in working order ; the captain a well trained
officer from “A” Battery, School of Gunnery, backed by a zealous subaltern, intelligent
non-commissioned officers and drivers, the owners of horses of an excellent stamp,
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and fairly trained gunners, all drawn fro ‘ =1

the Dominion, th ‘ m one of the finest agricultural counties ;

MTE;[ theirnomidest?wple of Whieh connty take a Jast pnde in the Aotive M?ﬁtl::
I'he camp was situated

ground afforded sufficient soo;: f&l&lﬁﬁ’“ near the town of Woodstock ; the parade

The camp duti i
discipline prevailed, T 10 have been properly carried out, and good order and

N.8., Brigade of Garrison Artillery—Lieut-Colonel Foster.,

The four batteri i
iy . ries at St. John were inspected by Lieut.-Colonel Strange on the
er m s N

with no lack? mgf:" :la i training, under the supervision of Lieut.-Colonel &
from Lieut.-Colonel Foatercd . With much knowledge on the part of the offi i
the non-commissioned offio ownwards, and with noordi inielligence on the acet' Bf"
to every member of the be?s:; d gunners, it must have been extremely grat f'r' :
evidently 28 ready with v::ygd ; eo ft;obllzgr: é‘r;m She In:gecto:- of Arti l'lelgy, v;rﬁ}: “i%
where due, that their steps of progress have bG:Il]l inestiivﬁg,h:sdmot: el

No. T Battery, C’hat!aam—Brevet—Major Gillespie.

I am glad to
29th July,gin the :ﬁ;?lct‘; Eport, from the drill aud practice witnessed by "
the efficiency of thi rough illness of the Inspector of Arti y me on the

y of this battery forms no exception to A illery, that I consider

state of efficiency of the rest of the Bigade the rule as to the satisfactory

It has been recommended
an iBOlated () 1 t to chang‘f the Iﬂfﬁnt‘[‘y Gom a -
Hltliour o Da"pﬁ,lh alnl;i g-a Battery of Garrison Artillery for thg d:t%nﬁz o]f)?ﬂéo?ﬁf;&’ffﬁ:
A regret that the efforts ’
having half the batte made to reorganize the Batt
: ry at St. Steph . ery at St. Andrews, even b
aavet phen, with h : y 8ven by
y ye 330": s:ceess!ul. ead quartess at S, Andrews, have not
oree highly commended by i
Hughes, late RA. 1o Y inspecting officers, I think it "
instruction to the dfﬁersmror;:m I8 i e due to Sergeant.-Major

62nd « St : Y
St. John? Battalwn—-Lieut—Col. Arbuthnot Blaine.

I inspected this battal;
i ttalio
It paraded its fg]] nume:igl t;x;el:;t%ngust.

. Hicers and captains, in ;
e of imparting instruction in &tfael‘?o?uedﬁﬁmﬁgs’ were tested as to their know-
‘] C

were tested in oo ;.

1 mpany drill, and the corps was exercpmﬁgy; ggﬁcql? in like manner
much experience i) 5 neral eom ; ‘mishing,
Active LF" ce in the Imparfal Army and 32"3;25’ Lam glad that an officer of

the whole of this i
S inspection, g
with respect to the efficioncy or;'dt{; cannot do better than quote his words, ag reported

He expressed :
constitution of the E‘::nt;;”iloﬁn ‘ksurprised at the
)

in the ranks, and :
efficient.” knowing how long it takes in the regul '8¢ proportion of recruits

Major General Domville ar army to make the men
¢}

and Ad remark .
veyed wcLean (a past eﬂfletro?d e larly as to the way in which Captain

he conveyed the Mili
and ey ® some excollent advice mp;:ifgllzlt;rg iqhooi) drilled the battalion, and

nowing that therg ';32;":“‘]2' displayed, knowing the

litary duties to both officers

" Christy), I there found that the same zealous energy prevailed in mainta
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Ry It] may be added that the majority of the officers are passed cadetsof the Milizary
00 -

On the retirement of Lieut-Colonel. Sullivan—himself an officer of long standin
—the corps has secured a worthy successor in Lieut-Colonel Bluine, of whose zea
and energy, I have already had occasion to bear testimony. He has served in almost

-every capacity in the force, from the Private to the Lieut-Colonel, and while he has

ghown himself willing to obey, he has proved himself to be fitted to command.
67th Battalion “ Carleton Light Infantry”—DLieut.-Colonel Upton.

Accompanied by the Lieut.-Colonel I inspected the different companies shewn in
the tabular return hereto appended, while the Brigade-Major inspected the companies
at Woodstock and Victoria Corner. I have with pleasure observed the sfeps of
development of this fine battalion for the past ten years, commencing with one
volunteer company at Woodstock, subsequently the Home Guards, commanded by
Lieut.-Colonels Baird and Tupper, at the time of the threatened invasion were added to
its strength, and now the organization, comprising ten companies, extends over
three ﬂourish'mE agricultural counties: Carleton, Victoria and Madawaska; and
efficient as the battalion has at all times been, I consider that the captains of the
following companies deserve special mention, for it was apparent at my inspection
that they had left nothing undone to ensure a remarkable degree of proficiency :—
‘Capt. Hartly, Peel; Capt. Baker, Baker Brook, Lieut. Beckwith, Grand Falls.

The Brigade-Major, besides, reports most favourably, as I should expect, as to
the efficiency of Captain Bourne'’s company.

71st Battaliom—Lieut.- Colonel Marsh.

ected the Fredericton Company,
it worthy of being the * District
le to others in efficiency and
-station companies
and Capt.
ining the
There are many * past cadets” in this corps, and thoy
eful members of the force.

When, in company with the Lieut.-Colonel, I ins
‘Capt. Cropley, on the Queen’s birthday, I considere
Head-quarters Corps ™ officers and men setting an examp
Boidiax?like appearance: and when I afterwards inspected the out
at St. Marys, Stanley and Bright (Brevet-Majors Staples and Wilkinson,

efficiency of the battalion.
have, in most instances, proved to be us

73rd Battalion—Major ShirrefT.

The three companies drawn for drill of this battalion were inspected by the
Brigade-Major on the dates shewn in the tabular return, afd he reports favourably
as to their efficiency, more particularly in the case of the Baie du Vin Company,
Capt. Cameron. This is as might be expected, as this officer is a well trained
“past cadet” of the Military School, and his example in attending the school at
some personal sacrifice may be followed with advantage by others in the battalion

74th Baitalion—Lieut.-Colonel Beer.

I inspected the companies of this battalion drawn for drill on the 18th, 19th and
e inspection of the two

20th of July last. The Lieut.-Colonel accompanied me at th

companies, Captaing Weotmore and Alward, and he may be congratulated on the
acquisition of two efficient companies, especially the former company, the captain
having evidently made good use of the time at his disposal for drill. TR
#ue Capt. Murray's Company may also be mentioned as keeping up the credit of the
corps as regards efficiency. There were many spectators at the inspection of this
company, shewing a loyal spirit on hehalf of the Active Militia.

St. George Infantry Company—Brevet-Major McGee.

Charlotte County has at all times produced efficient corps, and it was evident
from the inspection of this company on the 17th June last, that the same good spirit
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that has marked the corps of this county still prevails,  The efficiency of Major
MeGee's Company i= all that can be desired.

On the completion of the Southern Railway, at an early day it is expected, thig
company lt:an be easily conveyed to any point of concentration in the west of New
Brunswick.

Dalhousie Infantry Company—Capt. Barbarie.

This company has already been adverted to in this report under the hoad of
Garrison Artillery.
I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

GElg). J. MQ(SJNSELL, Lieut.-Colonel
t jutant : ing
Oolomet Boswail, AdisianiCetion, eputy Adjutant General commanding.

A.
(Copy-) A
St. Jonn, N.B., July 13th, 1876.

St,—For the information of the Major-General commandine, I have the honot
to state, that on Tuesday the 11th day of July instant, at lll.lig:'; o'clock p.m., I, z:z
senior oﬂioe;d gi the I)mtrmt,_received_ from the Mayor of this ecity a document
m;; s{nnr}gx I%) dated 5th J ulg instant, signed by himself and two other Justices of the
pireses tedrrmng me that in their opinion a distwrbance of the peace of the city was
cipated, and that they should “require the service of the Active Militia" and
requesting me “to call- out the same in aid of the civil power, for the pu rp’r_mc of
preveAn:nlnogB%rpmppressmﬁ suclll antiei[l)ated disturbance.” :
’ 2 -, same date I issued an order for one hundred and thirty
Wwith a due proportion of officers, to muster on the barrack square in mm-(-I:; nj}.; oTc?:;

without knapsacks, at 7:30 a. m, on the 1Zth inst.

2
AL 8.25 am. (12th) T addressed & note to the Mayor (note annexed) informing .

his Worship that at 10.30 a.m in compli ith hi
10 - I compliance with his requisition, the corp: Id
be P‘]‘;ﬁ:tiu:ltlth?oc?hy Court House to await his further iergstruclioﬁs. LRk
anippedmfor dity. e time named the force was on the ground, and properly
2ok 10 we&tix:: :ﬁ'ilq:it"i] warm, the men were marched into the Court House,
annexedm) ﬁ-oadm e g s clock p.m., when T received a communication—(copy
yor, which stated that for certain reasons given their services

were called out in aid of the civi] power.”

Maior T.; £ thecorpsto their several armories, I requ i
mg&&&mmﬁlgeihlgfsh“%to read the Mayor's letter. At irtﬁ:lgn?:eg :‘}]::nl]im ?ﬁ:
conduct during the day. Prompt response to my order, and for their extremely good
£00d order in our cit)y ; tf““““g them that it gave me, and I believed every lover of
own people we had a o e gfreatest pleasure to know, that in our midst and of our
0CCUrring to require thej ¥ ({dwell drilled men, on whom, in case of any emergercy
e ion at the same time 1 . Al Authorities could at all times depend, giving
it be in the future, that t}, ‘m:;i" the hope, that as in the present instance so might
i - @ &00d sense of our people might never require their services

in any oth z
oountfy °F capacity than as protectors a.ndp defenders of the liberties of our

I have the honour to be, Sir,

- Yours very truly,
The Adjatant Genera] i S. A. FOSTER, Lieut.-Colonel Commanding.
b Ottawa, =P '
8. 0. not enclosed.

T
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Mavor's OFFicE,
St. Joun, N.B, 12th July, 1876, at 3 o'clock pom.

Str,—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of
this date, stating, that in compliance with requisition, you have ordered ont a body
of the Active Militia of this District in aid of the civil power.

I have now to inform yon that the public procession of the society known as the
Society of Orangemen, has passed through the streets, and that from the commend-
able conduct of the people in the districts through which the procession passed, no
disturbance of the peace has occurred. And I have to state that the services of the
Active Militia under your command are no longer required.

I have also to thank you for the promptness with which the Militia force was
called out in aid of the civil power for the purpose of preventing or suppressing
anticipated disturbance,
I have the honour to be, Sir,

Yor obedient servant,

(Signed), A. CHIPMAN SMITH, Mayor.
To Lient.-Colonel Foster,
Senior Officer, Active Militia,
St. John, N. B.

MILITARY DISTRICT No 9.
Harrrax, N. S.

29th November, 1876.

Smr,—I have the honor to inform you that the quota of Active Militia required
to be furnished from the District under my command, was originally fixed at 4,284.

The actual enrolled strength of corps, which have been accepted and gazetted
is 4486. Under the regulations for annual training for 1876-77, the umber of men
to be called out for training was limited to 2,350, and the strength of companies was
also not to exceed 42 rank and file.

I found a very general desire on the part of all the corps and all the companies
composing each corps to attend training, and as it was by General Order left with
me to select the corps for drill, I held it was most desirable to maintain the cadresof
all the corps, and kept this in view in my arrangements for the sclection.

I s:gpend copy marked (A) of the District Order, and subsequent action under
which the choice of corps was made.

The actual strength of effectives inspected or absent on account of sickness or
causes beyond control was 2,218, and 148 who had actually completed training, but
who were absent without leave or satisfactory explanation from inspection were struck
off the pay list. L

Tabular inspection reports are forwarded herewith, also particulars of the in-
spection of each corps.

1st Brigape.—(Harirax Crry.)

The Halifax Light Battery.

The annual shot and shell practice was conducted on the 11th August, at Point
Pleasant, Lieut.-Colonel Strange, Dominion Inspector of Artillery, was present and ex-
pressed himself to me as well satisfied with the skill shown in the practice. :

The 1st and 2nd Halifax Brigades Garrison Artillery consisting of 7 Balteries
for training were inspected by me on the 3rd November, 1876. The turn out of officers
and men was, as is always the case with the corps of the City Brigade, soldierly,
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smart and creditable. After inspection of elothing and appointments by batteries and
comparison of numbers present with de states, the seven batteries were formed int,
4 battalion, under Lieut.-Colonel Mitchell, and put through a steady drill, which was
creditably performed.

A gun detachment was then taken from each battery, and the
shed were manned and worked under command of Major Boak. Consi
ness of time allowed for training the men worked
did their officers and instructors great credit.

The 63rd (Rifles) was inspected by me on the 7th November; the work in bat-
talion and skirmishing was good, and thus shows the results of the careful training
this corps has for so long undergone.

The 66th was inspected the same day, & much younger battalion in the service,
under Lieut.-Colonul Bremne:'s painstaking i nitraining, do him and;themselves credit,
The men of this battalion have, I understand, given the whole of their annual dril]
pay to the regimental and company funds, an example worthy of imitation.

T8th Highlanders.

Four companies of this battalion were inspected by me at Truro, on the 20th
October. Major Blair who, in Lieat.-Colonel Campbell'sbgbsenca on leave, was in com-
mand, handled the men very i i i irmi
the readiness shown by the men i
showed that last year’s lessons had not been lost on them, and the perfect steadiness
of th.sT men ég the ranks was very commendable.

0.9 Lompany was inspected by me at Windsor on the 26th October. Capt
Burgess as usual has boen ndefatigable in piv ireon ining of his men,
T lfx'is et Bavs ber i o ar%td.a in his attention to the training of his men,

ictou Battery Garrison Artillery was inspected b i
; y me at Pictou on the 20th
November. The “men of this battery train all the year round, and take great
prid% in hl:)t}i dgilpnnd Appearance, both do them credit, '
mberland Provisional Battalion (3 compani i in-
spected by me at Spring Hill, on the I-Eth .T:R;. m‘%i), e e
ﬁ:;iigwt:llén{i and steady men who work fairly in battalion and skirmishing move-
» but there is plenty of room for more smartness, both in turn out and in drill.

—
———

uns in the dri]]
ering the short.
the guns remarkably well, ang

28D BRIGADE.

Colox"Eie ﬁ?&ﬁagﬂgn Iv;as ig:epected at Kentville, on the 19th Segtember, by Lieat.-
ol Eeforzgm'?l%‘&i n is}a;:uc h;::f on leave. He reports favourably of the battalion
. the 6Jth Battalion was inspected i

Lieut.-Colone] Starratt takes greatp;ride i:ﬁmi;nga:tfalg:rmm i
full ranks, and is composed of a fine bod ’
talion, both in c.!ose: and extended order, were fairfy
Ingpected at Bear River on the 21st November, by Lie
to in his report marked (B) attached. :

The 72th Battuli i > :
This battalion is nlsc;(;gm‘gzge:ing%‘mm d by me at Middleton on the 30th October.

a very fine bod of me ArEsEs , L g
ance is coneprpad - Y 01 men, as far as physical appear-
i pned; the men were g%"’,m"}' steady and at;;entiva, anld E}venn‘thlrclmgh
suliicient pride in their personal appearance.

lonel Milsom o 10spacied ab Lunenburg on the 26th October by Lieut.
od. » Who mentions the battalion avorably in his report mm'kud) (B) at.

The Lunenburg and Mahone Bay

September.
which always turns out with
The general movements of a bat-
performed. No, 9 Company was
ut.-Colonel Milsom, and is referred

at g = ay Batteries of Garri i L
dﬁﬁ{““%';,';‘;;gb;‘;g';ig‘;ehg?h battalion, and drillod as part of the beriie. o oo e
officers have always re ° 2ot as yet had any artillery training, as the commanding

ys reported that their men were absent on ﬁahj’ug voyages at times
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e
guitable for encamping near the harbor batteries for great gun practice and drill,
- Lieut.-Colonel Milsom’s report speaks favourably of the willingness and steadiness of
these men.

3rp Bricape.

The Victoria Provisional Battalion was inspected by me at Baddeck, on the 4th
July, 1876. This regiment is composed for the most part of a fine body of men, who
are generally attentive and willing, but want a great deal of practice in battalion drill.

&ﬁ'g. 5 Cz;mpany was inspected by me at Sydney on the 6th July, but owing to
the prevalence of a heavy storm of rain and wind, was dismissed after a few move-

ments.

The conduct of the detachment of this battalion that was called ont in aid of

the civil power, and proceeded under Lieut.-Colonel Reade’s orders to protect property
and life during the strike at Sydney Mines, had been already reported by me, and favour-
ably noticed in General Orders, and T can only again repeat my approval of the
tact and good judgment displayed by Lieut.-Colonel Reade on this occasion.

ARMs,

I cannot refrain from again calling attention, as in my reports for 1874 and
1875, to the necessity for the arms in possession of the several corps in this District
being inspected and put in order by a competent armourer,

CrLoTHING.

In the last issues of infantry trowsers made to several corps in this District, the

material was very inferior and would not stand the wear and tear that necessarily

accompanies active service.
TRAINING.

The rural battalions are composed of a class of men who are very painstaking,
and in good hands would rapidly become efficient; they require officers and non-
commissioned officers who can and will instruct them. Both officers and men are
zealous, but officers hardly appear to realise the necessity for Erelimmary reading
up and practice before the annual training commences, so that they may be able to
make the most of the few days training that General Orders prescribe for the men.
In these corps, therefore, strong necessity exists, as I have already recommended, for
the preliminary training of officers and non-commissioned officers. '

Ii'.n the City Brigade where the drill is more continuous, officers make a point
of keeping up their drill, and the results are creditable to them and satisfactory to
their commanders. g -

Now that the number of days prescribed for drill is so much reduced, and the
days’ pay is so small, it becomes a question whether it would not be expedient to
issue tﬁe amount as a eapitation grant to the company, or corps, instead of as pay to
the indjvidual—-—vory few men, even at present, join the fm'(t‘e for the F-:lk.t‘ of lh.e pay,
but there is little doubt that many good men are deterred from belonging to it, lest
ﬂiey should be said to be drilling for pay—and good as the material of which the

ilitia is at present composed may b, it is obviously desirable to get the very best
that may be obtainable, and remove any obstacles that may hinder good men from

- ¢oming in,

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient sorvant,

J. WIMBURN LAURIE, Colonel,
Commanding Military District No. 9.
The Adjutunt-General of Militia,
Ottawa.

———

|
|
|
!
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(District Order No. 1.)
Hawrrax, N. 8., 31st May, 1876,

In accordance with instructions contained in General Orders (10) of 18th May,
1876, relative to annual training of the Militia, the following will be the detail of
corps authorized to train, in order to keep within the quota allowed to this Distriet:

District Detail  Head Quarter's Detajl, s

Halifax Field Battory.....cccivrvaiiisisnninnse 20 80

7 Batteries G. A., at 42 each and 6 Staff.... 300 %

3 do 41 do s 465

26 Companies Infantry at 44 each.......... 1,144

16 do 42 do ......... 688 1,805
Battalion Staff ......... 23

2,358 2,350

N m’l.'iho Garrison Batteries will be selected by lot, the drawing being made by singls
es.

In the Infantry, half a battalion of each corps or in all 28 companies will first
be selected to drill, so that the regimental organization may, as far asppm(:ZicabIe, be
maintained—the remaining companies will be selected by lot from the whole force,
the drawing being made by separate companies.

The nnmber of staff officers permitted to train with the several corps will be |

named by the Deputy Adjutant-General according to the strength of each corps, and
the total number ﬁarmittad to train under General Order (10).g e
Lots will be drawn at 2:30 p. m., on the 1st June, in presence of a District Board
gomgsod of the Deputy Adjutant-General as President, Lieut,-Colonels command-
ing Battalions and District Staff at Head Quarters as members.

J. WIMBURN LAURIE, Colonel,
Commanding Military District No. 9..

. =_ — - — S, m—
» Havrrax, N.S., 1st June, 1876.

We certify that the selection by lot of the corps for training the ensuing season,
was made in our presence, and that the undernamed corps were so selected.

1st Halifax Brigade, Garrison Artillery—4 Batteries.

2nd do do 3 do
Mahone Bay Battery, do 1 do
Lunenburg  do do 1 do
Pictou do do 1 do
63rd Battalion Rifles—5 Companies.

66th do Infantry 4 do

68th do do 6 do

69th do do 6 do

72nd  do do 4 do

%6th do do 4 do

78th do do 5 do

Vietoria Provisional Battalion—5 Companies

Cumberland do 3 o
(Signed) J. W. LAURIE, Colonel.
D.A.G. President.

do T. MILSOM, Lieut.-Col., B. M.

do JAS. J. BREMNER, Lieut.-Col. 66th Batt'n

do GEO. MITCHELL, Lient.-Col. 1st H. B., G. A.

do  D. McPHERSON, Lieut.-Col. 2nd H. B, G. A.

do W. H. PALLISTER, Lieut.-Col. 63rd Batt'n. Rifles.
do C. J. MACDONALD, Major, Dist. Paymaster.

(Distriet Order No. 2.
; Harirax, 10th June, 1876.

Infaccordance with instructions contained in General Orders (10) of 18th May,
1876, and District Order of 31st May the selection by lot was made in presence of a

Board of Officers on 1st June. )
The undernamed corps are authorized to train during the present season,

numbers not to exceed 39, exclusive of Staff and Band.
Halifax Field Battery.
D IR o s e snvos ananonsunssesovssnansasvansvianaavassanspuessvtvaranssse 80

1st Halifax Brigade Garrison Artillery.
4 Batteries at 42 each, and 3 Staff—Lieut.-Col,, Surgeon and

Adjutant .eoeeeececiisiens JAT
2nd Halifax Brigade Garrison Artillery.
3 Batteries at 42 each, and 3 Staff—Lieut.-Col., Surgeon and
P A GJULADE « . eesevoeecnersessnnsnssersensesensssaes s sasseses sire 129
Mahone Bay Battery, Garrison Artillery.......cccoooonnviinn. 41
Lunenburg { j % do d0. 7 ssassusssiesadinioge taeve 41
Picton s do 0 sessdemeetusisrivevanaRRees 41

63rd Rifles.
5,Companies and 3 Staff—Lieut.-Col., Surgeon and Adjutant... 223
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| 66th Battalion.

4 Companies and 3 Staft—Lieut.-Col., Surgeon and Adjutant... 179
68th Battalion.

6 Companies and 3 Staff—Lieut.-Col,, Surgeon and Adjntant... 267
69th Battalion.

6 Companies and 3 Stafft—Lieut.-Col., Surgeon and Adjutant... 267
72nd Battalion.

4 Companies and 2 Staff—Lieut.-Col., and Surgeon............ seee 170

75th Battalion.
4 Companies and 2 Staff—Major and T N |, ()

78th Battalion.
5 Companies and 3 Staff—Lisut.-Col., Surgeon and Adjutant.... 223
Cumberland Provisional Battalion,
3 Companies and 2 Staff—Major and Surgeon..................... . 126
Victoria Provisional Battalion.
5 Companies and 2 Staff—Major and Surgeon......: ............... 212

J. WIMBURN LAURIE, Colonel,
Commanding Military District No. 9,

——

shewin corps, officers, non-commissioned officers and men of the Active

Militia in Military District No.9 who
V0. J who cannot und
Hayklji’rs, draw PEE for training for the year I'B’i'et;.-’?'le -
e gl; C]‘;)qnzy roop of Cavalry. :
2nd Halifax ag;ﬁ;%urimnﬁl}ﬂry—%hﬁerigs T
Iﬁiagtl:)’ Bt ook ;f-y—- Batteries and 3 Staff Officers.
li es—1 Company and 5 Staff

gg; ga;ttaqon-—-el Companiespani b Staff Oﬁcgr? iy
o Baé::ll‘wn—3 Companies and 5 Stafr Officers,
ooy 10n—3 Companies and 5 Staff Officers
75&1 e ttalion—2 Companies and 4 Staf Officers
. Ba:tt:ll;on——z Companies and 2 Staff Officers,

on—2 Comsanies and 4 Staff Officers,

Cumberland Provisional Battal; o i
Victod Prosioe Batta]m—s_tza é.cdlmses and 3 Staff Officers.

J. WIMBURN LAURIE Colonel
Commanding Military District No. 9.

-
—
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[B.]

(District No. 9.) :
Havrrax, 25th November, 1876,

Sir,—I have thfa honour to report that in compliance with your instructions, I
inspected the following corps of Militia in this District.

68th Battalion, at Kentville, under the command of Lieut.-Col. Chipman.

Battalion, firing exercise and skirmishing fairly performed.

Strength—15 officers, 260 men

75th Battalion Lunenburg, and the Lunenburg and Mahone Bay Batteries of
Garrison Artillery were formed in battalion under the command of Major J. Rudolf,
751112 IBat‘.at;lion, and practised in company, battalion and skirmishing ; satisfactorily

ormed.
¥ Strength —18 officers, 151 men.

I inspecied No. 9 Company, 69th Battalion, at Clements Port on the 21st Nov.,
under the command of Capt. W. Harris.

Strength—2 officers, 42 mén,

Manual and platoon exercise and company drill fairly performed,

This company is thirty miles from battalion head-quarters, and could not be
brought to drill with it.
I have the honour to be, Sir,

Your obedient servant,

T. MILSOM, Lient.-Col.
Cor. Lavrig, D.A.G,,
Military District No. 9,
Halifax.

MILITARY DISTRICT No. 12.

HEAD-QUARTERS, CHARLOTTETOWN,
30th November, 1876,

Ste,—I have the honour to submit the accompanying Inspection Report for the
information of the Major-General commanding, being the Annual Return of drill
and training of the Active Militia in this District.

In obedience to the instructions contained in the General Order dated Head-
quarters, Ottawa, 18th May last, I at once conferred with Lieut.-Colonel Beer, the senior
officer of the Active Militia, and arranged with him that the corps and companies
named in the report should be detailed to perform the annual drill.  Of these seven
02?8 and companies have performed the eight day's drill—in number, 14 officers
and 274 non-commissioned officors and men, while two companies, Nos, 2 and 3, of
the Queen’s County Battalion have not drilled.

In the month of July the Inspector of Artillery visited this Province, and under
the requirements of No, 1 of General Orders 8th October, 1875, a Board of
which he was a member, assembled in Charlottetown to inspect and report upon
articles unserviceable and deficient in the Artillery equipments.  On the 25th July
detachments from Nos. 1 and 2 Batteries of the Charlottetown Garrison Artillery

racticed with solid shot from the six—pounder gun, under the supervision of the
fnﬂpector, and afterwards the two batteries paraded for his inspection, when he was
pleased to express his opinion of the two batteries in commendatory terms, and also
awarded prizes from the Dominion Artillery Association to the best shots, )

On the 22nd August the Provincial Rifle Association held its annual meeting
which was well attended by members from the Active Militia.

On the 31st August I proceeded to Alberton and inspected No. 4 Company of
the Prince County Battalion, Lieut.-Colonel Hunter-Dewar, commanding the battalion
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ith his usual met me on the parade. I found this company in excellent order
mb d?ﬁl:i line, !t:l?’hbouring under ]:h?e serious disadvantage oﬁmﬂng a captain who
alleges tﬁat his business arrangements prevent his giving t_hat; attention to the
company which he otherwise would, and that he is about to resign. :
ﬁtming from Alberton on the following day, I inspected at Summemxgle
in Price’s Battery of Garrison Artillery. This corps has been unfortunate in
having had thiee captains within the year; but I am glad to be able to report that
the gentleman who has last been a pointed is an intelligent, capable officer, who,
with a commendable desire to qualify himself for his duties, proceeded to Quebec a
fow da; for a course of instruction in the School of Guunery—and 1 have no
doubt he will prove a credit to the service. This battery turned out clean and
orderly, but greatly behind in their knowledge of drill. It is very desirable that
suitable ordnance should be supplied, as they allege they were enrqllad under the
assurance that they were to be equipped in accordance with their designation.

On the 4th August [ inspected the newly raised company at Cardigan, being
No. 2 of the King’s County Battalion, Major Macdonald commanding. The battalion
met me at the station, and I have to thank this officer for his valuable aid in the very
diffienlt task of enrolment. This company had only beéh drilled for the first time, yet
made a ereditable appearance, and as the captain is a gentleman of considerable
inflnence in the locality, he will be able to do much to promote its efficiency.

From Cardigan roceeded to Georgetown and inspected Captain Owen's
Battery of Garrison Artﬁlery, and as usual with this excellent officer, 1 found it in a
condition with respect todrill and discipline which reflects much to his praise. The
attendance on parade was limited, owing to the weather. This battery is also
unprovided with guns.

On the 18th October I inspected, in Charlottetown, Major Morris's Battery of
Garrison Artillery, and on the 30th of the same month I inspected Major Pollard’s
Battery of Garrison Artillery, and No. 6 Company of the Queen’s County Battalion;
all of these made a very good turn out, and were tolerably well up to their drill.

I have now to report that both officers and men of t{e Artillery express their
dissatisfaction with the clothing; and although I cannot but assume it is not within
my province to offer comments in a public report on the merits or demerits of the
equipment provided by the Government, yet in this case I venture to do so, to remark
that the serge tunic, however well adapted for light fatigue dutiesin summer or in a
tropical climate, is not, in my opinion, caleulated to wear for any length of time from
aw?:lxt of durability in the clol:h, and the fit is not such as to make the wearing of it

ar amo: ung men taking a pride in their personal a rance. Complaint
goglso maude g%t{‘; w%nt of a suigabls head gear for dress par];gg:. p
__ There is a matter which has cansed me some anxiety and concern, which I deem
it but right and proper tfully to submit for the consideration of the Major-
General commanding. T would allude to the position of those rural companies
which being beyond an ordinary day’s march are consequently unable to avail
themselves of the range at the head-quarters of the Regimental Division. If they
continue fo practice with ball, without butts or any protection to the public, the
lives of passers-by cannot fail to be thereby endangered, a risk no one should be
obliged to run when the insignificant outlay of a very moderate sum would wholly
prevent what would be a deplorable mlamitz. I would therefore recommend that a
II:'*?P‘«"' ﬁ?tgge be provided at each of the headquarters of the companies I have

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your most obedient humble servant,

JOHN HAMILTON GRAY,

To the Adjutant-General, Lieut.-Col., Deputy Adjutant-General.

ead-gquarters, Ottawa.
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MILITARY DISTRICT NO. 10.

HEAD QUARTERS,
Winniera, 5th December, 1876,

Sm,—Since my _Ias_L annual report, several changes have occurred in the
organization of the District under my command.

The force on service, has been largely reduced, the troops remaining here being
barely sufficient to perform the ordinary garrison duties, and those requisite for the
efficient tﬁmtecti(‘m of the barracks and stores at Fort Osborne.

Of the local force two companies “the Poplar Point,” and the “ Mapleton,” have
been struck off the list, having become non-efficient ; these were among the last of
the organizations which 1 found here at the time of my assuming command of the
Distriet in 1871, and which, raised and gazetted under circumstances of excitement,
have gradually become ineffective.

5;' the corps raised at the time to which I refer, the only still existing are the
““Winnipeg ~ Field Battery of Artillery and the “Scuth St. Andrews " Rifle Company.

The former, as will be seen by my detailed report, gives great promise of efficiency.

The latter I recommend should be retained on the list in view of future
re-organization ; special circumstances peculiar to this new Province have presented
obstacles o the drill of this corps during this year, but I have every expectation that
it can be reorganized as an Infantry Company in the ensuing spring. -

The prospects of the formation of a real and effective and not a *“ paper ” Force
in this Provinee are now good.

One new company, the “ Kildonan,” composed of farmers, natives of the country,
(with few exceptions) chiefly.of Scotch descent, presents a body of young men, whose
physique and intelligence compares favorably with any company I am acquainted
with in the Bastern Provinces.

A company from Emerson, and two from Winnipeg, are offered for acceptance;
‘these three companies are organized on the best of bases, and as previously reported
their enrolment is strongly recommended by me.

The actual strength of jcorps existing and authorized in this Province, is as
follows :—

Dominion Forces on Service in Manitoba.

Ufficers. N. C. Officers.
and Men.

Detachment of Artillery...c..s . seessacaivesninasscs 1 25
Company of Infantry.....ccccovviiiiiiis ciiieicinnenn + 25
45 17 B e (R B R e 5 50

Local Corps. -— i

Winnigeg Field Battery..oc. e seoisanissmisaisrannniane 6 74
South St. Andrews Rifle Company......ccoeuvviinnn 3 2
Kildonan Infantry Company......cceciiiiiiiiiin 3 42
L L v h o samihn b acinsi o am A gu o 12 158

Of the above corps [ have to report as follows —

Dominion Forces on Service,

The Artillery Detachment, under command of Lieut. and Brevet-Captain Cotton,
is in a state of efficiency ; a thorough course of training, with the exception of riding
drill, to the extent, that is desirable, has been gone through during the past year,

Theoretical and practical instruction has been carried out, including actual
{)ractice with their armament, viz:—9-pounder muzzle-loading rifled gun. A tabu-

ated statement (B) and report (A) from the officer commanding this corps is for-
warded.
—4



The Infantry Company so far as their limited numbers allowed, have been
traired and exercised in their duties and drill. s 3
" Both the above named corps may be considered as in & high state of efficiency ,
and in organization, discipline and drill, so far as numbers permit, are equal in all
such r to Her Majesty’s regular troops of the line. pe
Both the above corps have gone through the regular annual course of t‘rammg
of theoretical as well as practical instruction in musketry, including © target
practice” and “judging distance drill,” under Acting Musketry Instructor .Enalgn
The officers og both corps, and non-commisq:oned officers, have, during the
autumn, daily gone through a course either of readings or instruction in standing
gun drill, in accordance 'v:ft.h District orders published from time to time.
" It may be worthy of notice that in a competitive examination for an honorary
ize, written and practical, with a standard of merit of more than average value,
which was keenly competed for by several sergeants, the winner, whose marks were
within 25 per cent, oPathe ubtmost figure, was one entu"ely_tramed in this service,
With the exception of two or three subjects, the examination was of a stringency
fully equal to that of a subaltern's in the regular service.

Locar Cores.
The “ Winnipeg Field Battery of Artillery.”

This corps, of which I have already had the honour to report favorably, has
this year, for the first time, been in a position to go through the annual training
in camp, the results were very satisfactory. :

The armament of the corps not having arrived at the time arranged for the
training, although it was in transition from eastward, the officer commanding the
detachment of Dominion Artillery, with my sanctiom, lent the guns, harness, etc.,
in his charge for the annual drill. :

- The camp was situated at a point known as “ Little Stony Mountain,” about six
miles to the westward of Winnipelg, and was conducted in accord with the general
orders relative to the training of' Field Batteries of Artillery.

The inspection of the corps was in all respects satisfactory, and the conduct of
the men while in camp was excellent; the result of this, the first training of the
corpsin camp, reflects credit on Major Kennedy and the officers of the Battery.

1 was assisted in carrying out the details of the inspection of this corps, and the

liminary arrangements relative to the artillery training, by Lieut. and Brevet-

aptain Cotton of the Dominion forces here, for whose services in this report I beg
to record my thanke.

The South St. Andrews Rifle é’ompany.

Local circumstances combined to preclude this corps from going through
the annual course of training ; the officer commanding, hewever, is of
opinion that the corps can be reorganized (the term of enlistment of the men has
now expired) in the spring, and with this view, and bearing in mind its past
eﬂim’ency, T would recommend that it be retained for the present on the list.

The Kildonan Infantry Company.

This corps has not yet received equipment and uniform, and therefore has been
nnable to put in its annual course of drill. Notwithstanding,a volantary drill is regu-
larly maintained weekly, and | have little doubt but thatthis will become a highly
efficient corps.

School of Instruction,

I have in two successive Reports, strongly recommended the establishment of a
School of Military Instruction for the Province at this station, in connection with the
forceon service here—the distance to the nearest Schools acts as an insuperable
barrier in most cases to the officers or non-commissioned officers qualifying as in the
other Provinces, and the want is much felt,

al

I

Armourer for the District,

This want, on which I have already, on more than one oceasion, had the honour
to report, I again respectfully beg to mention.

Government Militia Buildings,

Repairs to such of the buildings at Fort Osborne as are now oceupied, and to
such an extent as was absolutely requisite, have heen completed, in accordance with
the authority received in November last. The repairs have been well effected, and
not only will the men be much more comfortable than hitherto, in winter, but a con-
siderable saving in the costly item of fuel-wood will be made, from the buildings
having been made wind and weather-tight.

Powder Magazine.

May I again draw attention to the absolute necessity of having a magazine
constructed at Fort Osborne, At present, the fixed ammunition has to be distributed
in the store huts, while “ loose ” powder is still kept, for want of a roper place of
deposit, in the temporary earth magazine on the banks of the River Assiniboine.

The dampness of this place of storage dcteriorates the powder, which has to be
removed when the spring floods occur, during their prevalence.

General Remarks.

The reduction of the force on service at the end of the past financial year, so
far diminished the strength that, though much curtailed, the duties of the meén have
been heavy, and a farther drain on the strength has lately been made in consequence
of the necessity of detailing an officer’s party in aid of the civil power, to a point in
the northern portion of the Provinee, where a quarantine line between non-infected
and infected districts by small-pox has been established by the Provincial authorities,

The conduct of the men who are employed on this duty, at a very isolated spot,
has been most praiseworthy ; their duties mainly consists of patrolling and watching
certain roads, and these they perform unremittingly, with an inadeqate force, through
days and nights, in which the thermometer has ranged down to 35> below zero, and
but for a few hours, is occasionally higher during the day. 1 respectfully request,
in connection with this subject, to draw the attention of the Major General to the

, mnwearying zeal and tact shown by Ensign Street, who is in command of the party,

in carrying out his duties, and in his intercourse with the civil authorities.
As my special Reports relative to the formation of new local corps, previously
ken of, and other matters connected with the Military affairs of the District are
already before you, it is needless that T should further allude to them.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

W. OSBORNE SMITH, Lt.-Colonel,
D. A. G., Military District No. 10,
Commanding Dominion Forces on Service in North-West.
To the Adjutant-General
of Militia, Ottawa.

T—4f
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(B)

- Score made by the Detachment of Artillery on service in Manitoba with 9-pr. M.L.R.
guns, 8 cwt., at annual practice, October 17th, 1876, each man firing three
rounds, viz., two common shell, one with time fuze and one with percussion fuze,
one shrapnel shell with time fuze. Scoring, &ec., in accordance with the Dominion
Artillery Association Rules. Range 1,400 yards.

Forr OsBorNE, WINNIPEG,
October 28th, 1876.

__T have the honour to state that, with your approval, I carried out the annual
'pmgﬁof thao the detachment under m‘F command on the 17th October, 1876, the
guns used being the nine-pounder m e-loading rifle. The range selected was in
every respect a suitable one, situated some five miles from Winnipeg, and the number

ds fired as follows, viz. :—Ten rounds common shell, percussion fuze ; ten — _
f&?&? common shell, time faze ; ten rounds Shrapnel shell, time fuze. Range, 1,400 -:_3”'4 % 5
rds. §E % -
This is the first time the Artillery on service here have had their‘unnual‘rrac- =8 e T Total | & g Hesaiks
tice, which was conducted in accordance with the rules of the Dominion Artillery 5% g £
Association, which rules I consider fmrtieularly good, and well calenlated to impart = z =
professional knowledge and practical experience of the use and effect of artillery fire LR
to all non-commissioned officers an;lrﬁlunnem. Complying with the above mentioned ; _ ;
rules, I carefully selected the best drilled and instructed non-commissioned officers and ; gerg;.-l(li{uorPAﬁH- i;eck-- g; ‘ St;g:g n&r;l;:a:at wind blowing
gunners to form a full detachment, which number I consider a fair 1‘op0rtinn, 3 G?:l::n:: Jl ? li’ninlml:':l.) J' 25 § First o:gund wit%e.each projectile
taking into consideration the total strength, and I am pleased to be able to report 4 [Sergeant F. MeLeod........cervrnees 19 | @ fired by the Officer command-
that from the excellent practice made it was evident that my selection had been a 6 |Gunner H. HATTIS ccocvurconvivvenes 19 19 e ing the Detachment.
successful one. The remaining men who were not among the number selected to QRS B AT CUOaR e | 1 F
fire, attended the practice, and were also cavefully instructed in the use and applica- ‘8| do D.Armstrong... 13 -
. tion of artillery projectiles and stores, and had the advantage of seeing the effect of 9| do H. Nimmo.... 10
the different projectiles fired. : o
It is impossible to over-rate the benefit derived by all the non-commissioned
officers and men from the annual practice with the 8 with which they are armed.
I might also here mention that at the wish of the nou-commissioneg officers and f JOHN COTTON, Lieut. and Brevet Captain,
men of my detachment, I affiliated with the Dominion Artillery Association, and at Commanding Detachment of Artillery on service in Manitoba,

this practice competed for the prizes offered by that Association. The fact of having
some small prizes to compete for produces a beneficial result, and is the means of
obtaining from all concerned greater care and attention while at practice than would
otherwise be shown. I attach herewith a return (B), showing the number of points
obtained by each non-commissioned officer and gunner. i

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

JOHN COTTON, Lieut. and Brevet Captain,
Commanding Detachment of ArtilFery on Service
in Manitoba.
To Lieut.-Colonel W. Ossor~e Syarn, C.M.G., D.A.G.
Commanding Dominion Forces in the North-West,
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ALY Roril Oagim?;:t"ar,‘ro- 8 55| 2 37 do anll do ot B
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