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(Addition to Appendiz No, 1.)
MILITARY DISTRICT No. 1L

HeapquarTERS, VieToria, B. (.
21st December, 1878,

Sir,—1 havelthe honor to submit, for the informtaion of the General Officer
Commanding, my Annual Report on the state of the Militia in th s Military D strict
for the current year 1875-79, - '

I regret that I have been again unable to cornlplf: strictly with General Order
No. 11, of the 16th May, 1878, but had I done so, I should have been unable to have
inspected either of the Batteries of Artillery in this District, the clothing for which
only arrived at Victoria in the latter part of November.

The principal changes which have taken place since my last inspection, which
are worthy of note, consist of the construction and mounting with heavy guns, of
four rather formidable batteries at Beacon Hill, Macaulay's Point and Brother's
Island, for the protection of the City of Victoria, and the Harbor of Esquimalt, which
contains Her Majesty’s Naval Dock-yard and Magazine. Also the enrolment and
training of a Lattery of garrison artillery to man these batteries.

As, however, 1 shall have oceasion to revert to this subject later in my report,
I shall now at once proceed with my remarks upon the different corps in the District,
taking them in the order in which they were inspected by me, as shown in my
formal report forwarded herewith.

The entire anthorized strength of the force in this Military District consists of
seventeen officers and two hundred and fifty non-commissioned officers and privates,
exclusive of stafl, but including band of ten performers.

NEW WESTMINSTER.
Seymour Artillery.

I inspected the Seymour Artillery at the Drill Shed on the evening of the 5th
December, 2 officers and 21 non-commissioned officers and gunners bein
present on parade.

They presented a very smart appearance in the new uniforms which had just
been issued to them, thongh some of them will be improved by alterations, for which
there was no time before inspection,

The arms and accoutrements were also in good order, but the latter were not
complete, as several articles are still deficient as transferred by (late) Lieutenant
commanding, J. T. Scott, to Capt. Pittendrigh, the present Lieutenant commanding
the Seg'mour Artillery.

There are no artillery accoutrements in the District Store from which these
deficiencies can be supplied.

The men of this corps being nearly all recruits, I was well pleased with the
manuer in which they acquitted themselves in[a few simple company movements
under Capt. Pittendrigh, who proves himself an efficient instructor in drill. He also
put & detachment through the firing exercise with one of the 24-pounder hrass guns,
which was fairly performed. ]

The authorized strength of this corps is 2 officers and 30 non-commissioned
officers and men,but only 25 uniforms having been sent out for their use the roll is at
present limited to that number. T have, however, directed Capt. Pittendrigh to com-
plete his roll to the full strength and forward a size roll for five uniforms for trans-
mission to headquarters,

I may here mention that Capt. Pittendrigh has applied for permission to raise
the Seymour Artillery to a full battery, and that the matter now stands in abeyance,
there being, as yet, no authority for a further increase to the force in this District.
He informs me that should suthority be given him, he can procure the men withouv
trouble, selecting only such as will be able and willing to attend their drills regularly.
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I would strongly recommend that this course be adopred, as Capt. Pittendrigh is
un officer of considerable experience in Her Majesty’s service, and takes a lively
interest in the Militia of Canuada, which he has joined under the rank of Lieutenant
and to which he devotes much of his tiine and attention. 4

New Westminster Rifles.

I next, on the same evening (December 5th), inspected the New in
Rifle Corps under command of a( t. Peele. » o P ovies

This corps, which is up to its full strength of 3 officers and 40 men, mustered on
inspection parade 2 officers and 34 men, besides Assistant Surgeon Trew, who is
attached to them.

The remainder of the corps were reported absent with leave, it being scarcely

ible for them to attend on that occasion without loss to themselves and their
employers.

The arms and accoutrements of this company were as usual in good order, and
sotwithstanding that their uniforms have been five yearsin use, and are therefors
out of date, they looked exceedingly smart and soldierlike on parade,

They executed several manmuvres in company drill, and went through the
manual and firing exercises with great precision and steadiness, and in a manner
most creditable both to themselves and Capt. Peele, who has principally imparted
imstruction to them and drilled them himself.

The men expressed a hope that a different style of forage cap would be issued,
with their new clothing, and it gave them much satisfaction to learn from me that
such was evidently the intention of the Militia Department, from the fact of their
having recalled all the unissued forage caps of that class to Ottawa a long time ago,
mone now remaining in store at Victoria. They were all the more desirous for a
change of head-dress, as they had learned that the Victoria Rifle Companies had been
supplied with shakos, which, there can be no doubt, adds much to their appearance.

Drili Shed.

The drill shed has been much improved since last inspected by me, the corps,
with the assistance of some contributions from the citizens of New Westminster,
having entirely ceiled, and partially lined the building, which, with the addition of
the stoves and chimneys allowed by the Militia Department recently, has made a vast
difference both in regard to its comfor« and general appearance, and no doubt has
greatly added to the strength and durability of the shed.

Guns.

The guns are, as before specially reported, quite unserviceable, owing to the
rotten condition of their carriages. one being utterly useless, and the other scarcely
#afe for practising with shot or shell, even in its present position, and totally unfit to
bo moved in case of such necessity arising at any tume.

I trust the Militia Department wil! take into consideration the advisability of
applying to Parliament, at its next Svssion, for fands for rﬂ)pl ying brass 7-pounder

byssinian Eunﬁ for the use of this corps, as recommended by me in my Report,
dated the 6th May, 1878.

Artillery Harness.

Mr. Murray still holds in his possession the artillery harness, frequently reported
;P‘m by me in former communicatious (for last of which see my letter of 10th
anuary, 1878), and refuses to give it up until his claim for taking care of same has
been scttled by the Militia Department. i,
. In the absence of instructions upon this subject from headquarters, I did ot
think itt' advisable to interfere with him in the matter, an did not therefore ask to
it,
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iﬁ'[.p ."'.f-m-r-,“ B ST Wﬂm -ty : : compliment both the officer and men on the progress they had made si
i\- O aF w mmm - . Al }r” -m]f@tl(.}n. prog J o 50
- Tinspected Companies Nos. 1 and 2, Victoria Rifles,on the 9th December,and was L exp anation of the small attendance, Lieut. Harvey informed mo that several
mueh disappointed at 5o small & muster as that shown in my formal report men were absent on a logging expedition up the Nanaimo River, and could
e e . ; gt e e i d possibly have been present, even had it been practicablo to summon them which
The aathorized strength of these companies is six officers and 90 men, SR Boah dote without considerable ditieulte and ;
including ten bandsmen, of which only nﬂ:mo officers and 29 men were i : consiaerable diiliculty and exponse,
nt.
Capt.
I

' g : e . ; Others were taking their regular shifts in the coal pits, and could not absent
ﬁ:“%}?’w on. . Two of the vucancios for offleers, bowever, Rrenotfled, snd themselves from their work without seriousl y inconveniencing their employers, and
; b LN

inflicting heavy loss upon themselves, not only for their own time, but also for the
time of the men whom they employ to ran the coal from their workings to the sur-
face. A portion of his Company ul~o are workmen in, and reside at the Wellington
Mine, a distance of seven miles from Nanaimo City, which makes it highly incon-
yenient for them to attend, in inclement weather particularly, althongh they would
‘always be available in case of any emergency.

- 'To obviate these difficulties, Lieut. Harvey proposes, should he obtain the sanc-
~ tion of the Department, to increase the strength of his Company to 50 or 60 men, one-
~ half to be raiged at Nanaimo, and the other a* Wellington.  This, he considers, will
- - ,ﬂhmys insure a fair turnont for drill at each locality, and as his business is of a
- mature such as to necessitate his presence at one place nearly as much as at the other,
. hewill always be in a position to superintend the dri!l, and be responsible for the
- efficiency of each half-company.

~ He also proposes to appoint an efficient drill instiuctor as subaltern officer to
each half-company, and that they shall meet half way frequently during the summer

commanding No. 2 Company, is sick, and could not possibly attend. .
I mustalso state that the two companies are together 21 men short of {: ]
their authorized establishment, which still Rn_waver‘ leaves a large number absent e
without leave, only eight being absent with leave and two reported sick.

Those who were present looked well and presented quite a soldierly appear.
ance in their new shakos, which is certainly a*far more becoming head-dress than
the old forage-cap.

The arms and accoutrements of these companies were in very ereditable order,
but some of the clothing, which has been five years nearly in use, looked very shabby,
5.‘l:egy are, however, entitled to a new issue of clothing in the month of Febrnary,

187 ‘
They went through the manual and ﬁrin% exercises and company drill very
well indeed. and were it not for the smaliness of the muster they wonld have given
me the greatest satisfaction.

Tl}ur: cun be little doubt the artillery drill and practice is much more to the
: the majority of in additi i . . . : : ' .
::zcoﬁve hr::"l;;adi i(;‘{‘};zu“f ::}:::’(;l)"_d' IQ.l;id't'??‘.ttfe 'm('lfql‘m_ heinyg ,m”f'lh m{t’; S geason for drill and instruction under hiinscll] with ticir respective sub-commands.

2, SPAEIUEAN. SOV ) ERONH R, (Al aveh: imany ;s who ha I fully approve of Lieut. Harvey’s plan of organization, and beg to recommend

served their three years in, and retired from the Rifles, have rejoined the Artillery. B e 5n (o fuvoruble consideration '3 . 5

This in some imeasure helps to account for the smull master. *  Inreference to a proposition of the Department (conveyed through me by your
letter dated 20th May, 187%) to contribuie the sum of three hundred and tifty dollars
($350) towards the erection of a drill shed at Nansimo, I have to inform you that
~ the local authorities at that place refuse to undertake the construetion of a suitable
- building for that sum, or in fact to have anything whatever to do with it,

~ On the contrary, I regret to state that they have latterly even prohibited the
~ Militia—as I am informed by Lieutenant Harvey—from using the Mechanies’ Insti-
- tate for drill purposes, which concession has always hitherto been granted until

0
-

i
1

NANAIMO, !
Nanaimo Rifles.

 In consequence of the aceoutrements ani clothing of the Vietoria Artillery not
| having as yet been properly fitted to the men,at the request *of Capt. Dupont I
| deferred my inspection of the Victoria Battery under his command un Lil my return
from Nunaimo, for which station I started early next morning. :

Linspected the Nanaimo Rifles, under the command of Lieutenant Jumes Iar-
vey, on the 1lth instant, and was alo somewhat disappointed with his master,
although his explunation seemed reasonable,

The authorized strength of this Company is 3 officors and 40 men, and as far as
the men are concerned the voll is full, but Licutenant Harvey has been fur nearly
two years the sole officer in the Company, anl although recommoended by me for

romotion to the rank of Captain in February, 1577, (the neeessary Transfer
eipt being afterwards forwarded on the 27th October, 1577) his name has not as
yeu alppe{t&l in the Gazetie as Captain, :
cilled attention to this fact in my last Annual Report (se e 274,) under
the head of “ Nanaimo Rifles,” ¥ S B

The men only mustered 18 at inspection, but their arms, clothing and accoutve-
ments were in most perfect order,

. For want of a driil shed they were obliged to assemble in a sash and door factory,
whicl, by‘l.he proprietor, was placed at their dispasal for the ogeasion, and partially
cleared of its contents. It was still, however, much hampered with benches and
lumber, which, although piled closely against (he walls, barely atforded room tor this
small company to advance in line. Notwithstanding these great disadvantugos,
I{leuteua.nt_llurvoy contrived to execute several movement!s in company drill ina
mlnlner which reflccted great credit on the men, and proved him a mogt competent

The manual and firing exercisos were also porformed to my entire satixfaction,
and taking into consideration the difficulties of the situation, I was constrained to

B ghould Lieutenant Harvey's plan be adopted by the Department, and the corps
' '-«'%&al]owed to count their drill from the Ist of January to the 30th November, in each
~ yeur, | think that for the present at all events, a drill shed could be dispensed
s 'iflthalmgel her, as the company would perform their drill and target practice during
- the most clement seasons of the year, and at such times as would enable them to
~ Operate in the cpen air. which, when practicable, I consider far preferable to any
- training they could acquire in a drill shed. :

~ Under those circumstances I should always make it a point to inspect this corps
L, 1y in the autumn, when the weather is almost invariably favorable, and steam-
~ boat communication moro frequent and less irksome.

B ¢

VICTORIA.
. VictoriagBattery.
returned to Victoria on the night of the 13th instant and inspected the Battery
oria Garrison Artillery, under the command of Captain Dupont, at 3 p.m., on

Jdth, on Bescon Hill, on which oceasion I was honored by the presence of the
nant-Governor, who was received with the usual honors, and inspected the

the arms and clothing il is necdless to remark, (all being perfectly new and
for the first time,) farther than that the clothing had all been well fitted and
ticularly neat. I may, however, here mention that the accoutrements in

e
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store were only sufficient for 20 men, and therefore a number of the men had to
appear without them.

A requisition will be forwarded without delay for the number required to make
good the deficiencies. 4

~ After inspection the battery marched to Finlayson Point Battar{%, where they
fired four rounds of each shot and shell from the two 64-pounder M. L. R. guns, there
mounted, at a target anchored 1100 yards from the battery.

The guns were well served and the practice was remarkably good, none of the
shots missing the target by more than three feet laterally, or, as I should judge, four
feet perpendicularly, two of the shells actually bursting directly over the target and
within from three to four feet of it. ;

Captain Dupont commanded the Battery, and his subaltern officers were in charge
of their respective guns,

Both officers and men acquitted themselves exceedingly creditably on the occa-
sion, and showed that they had not forgotten the training and instruction imparted to
them by that able and zealous officer Lieut.-Colonel Irwin, Inspector of Artillery, who

ed no pains and shrunk from no personal labor in order to bring the corps up to

e highest possible standard of efficiency during his short stay in Vietoria, notwith-

standing the other arduous duties which claimed his attention in connection with the

::lxzstmction of batteries at Beacon Hill, Nyas's Point, Macaulay’s Point, and Brother's
nd.

1 have again to thank Dr. Matthews for his attendance at this, as well as all
previous firing practices, at all of which he has been present at my request, and
tendered his services gratuitously,

I beg leave here again to urge most respectfully upon the notice of the General
Officer commanding, the advisability of appointing a medical officer to have charge
of the Militia Force at Victoria, as in the event of their being at any time called
upon for active service suddenly, it might be impossible to obtain the services of
Assistant Sm;)fveon Trew, who resides at NewWestminster, on the mainland of British
Columbia, and would not therefore be available in snch a contingency. 1 may
farther add that while there are are only two companies at New Westminster, there
are three at Victoria and one at Nanaimo, all of which would come more immedi-
ately under the care of a medical officer stationed at Victoria, as there is no regular
direct communication between New Westminster and Nanaimo.

These considerations, added to the fact that Sec. 137 of the Militia Regulations

rovides that a medical officer should be present on all oceasions of firing practice,
induce me to again recommend that Dr. Joseph Beanchamp Matthews, M.R.C.S,,
England, and L.S. Apothecaries, London, as requested by me in former com-
munications, be appointed Assistant Surgeon of Militia to the Victoria Artillery.

Batteries.

I have made frequent inspections of the batteries since taking them over from
Licut.-Uolonel Irwin, and found everything in good order. Since the setting in of
the rainy season, however, 1 am informed by the caretaker that some damage has
Occurreci to both the storehouses and magazines at McAulay’s Point and the Beacon
Hill Batteries, through rain leaking through the earth roof, and that some of the
stores have been slightly damaged thereby. He also reports that the door of one of
the storchouses has been broken into, and a wheelbarrow stolen therefrom.

I have not had time to make a personal inspection of the premises, as since my
return from Nanaimo my time has been fully occupied, one day by inspection and
the remainder by a Board of Examination under yoar orders. I shall therefore
forward a special report on the state of the batteries, which I purpose visiting with
that view without delay.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedicnt servant,
C. F. HOUGHTON, Lieutenant-Colonel,
Deputy Adjutant-General, Military District No. 11.

APPENDIX No. 3.

REPORT OF THE DOMINION INSPECTORS OF ARTILLERY AND
WARLIKE STORES.

Crraper, Quesko, 23rd December, 1878,

Sr,—I have the honor to report that during the past year I inspected the
Artillery of the various Provinces, shown in the annexed Parade State; also such
forts and armaments, and warlike stores as are veferred to under their respective
headings. I enclose herewith the Reports of the Inspector of Artillery for the Pro-
yince of Ontario, and of the Assistant Inspector for the Maritime Provinces. The
report of the former includes that on the Battery of Artillery at Victoria, in British
Columbia.

His detailed report on the construction of the batieries was forwarded to the
General Officer Commanding. Lieut.-Colonel Irwin was good enough also to send me a
copy with plans, which reflects great credit on the ability and energy with which
he carried out his instructions, and has no doubt met the approval of the General
Officer Commanding.

In forwarding the reports of the Inspector of Artillery for Ontario, and the
Assistant Inspector of Artillery for the Maratime Provinces, I would draw special
attention to their remarks as to the advisability of allowing the Inspectors of Artil-
lery to fix the dates of their inspection. I have long felt the inconvenience and
extra expense entailed by the Deputy Adjutants General of the six or ten Military
Districts (I sometimes inspect) fixing on the same day for my inspection at places
many hundred miles apart. The inspection on the same day as myself is also an
inconvenience occupying so much of the short time available.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
T. BLAND STRANGE, Lieut.-Colonel,
Inspector of Artillery.
To the Adjutant General of Militia,
Canada.
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Kingston Field Battery.

On the 28th June I inspected the Kingston Field Battery, commanded by Cap
H. Wilmot. The gun practice was not carried out during the short time I was able
to remain at Kingston, but was superintended by Major Holmes, “ A" Battery, and
reported good. On the 1st July this battery was brigaded with the Gananoque
Field Battery, when I Lad a furthor opportunity of seeing them.

The men are of a suitable class—mostly independent farmers—the drivers own-
ing their own horses, which are serviceable. The uniforms, arms, accoutrements and
harness were in good order, except whips, which are much noeded. The carriages
require repainting. The standing gun drill was good, and questions on material,
&e., were well answered ; the knowledge of field movements was very limited. On
the whole I do not think, considering their proximity to the Gunnery School, that
this battery have availed themselves of its advantages as they should have done.

Ottawa Field Battery.

I inspected the Ottawa Field Battery, commanded hy Capt. J. Stewart, on the
2nd and 3rd July. On the latter day I superintended competition gun practice
which was fair. ’

I find this a solid, serviceable battery, well manned and Lorsed ; arms, accoutro-
ments, clothing, harness and gun equipment in good ordei. The officer in command
knows his drill, bat I found the nou-commissioned officers and men deficient in a
knowledge of ammunition.

Gananoque Field Battery.

L inspected the Gananoque Field Battery, commanded by Major W, McKenzio,
on the 1st July; but as that was a parade for Dominion Day my opportunities of
minute inspection were limited, and the battery had made a long march, arriving at
Kingston in a very creditable condition, Lhougg a little late on the ground. From
gzevmus inspections I know the zeal and ability of the commanding officer, and I

lieve the battery to be as efficient as heretofore.

The competitive gun practice was supervised by Capt. Peters, “ A ” Battery,
S.G.!Kipgsto_gi, who actedwdas ratl;g_e ofﬁc&r. detailed him for this duty, a tempor-

indisposition prevented my being able to arrive on the -
ﬂﬁtantP(goneraI}Lf the distrigt.. $ EEgp- by ke Deniy

Montreal Field Battery.

Commanded by Lient.-Colonel Stevenson. From the ntaure of the service for which
they were called out, on the 12th July, this battery had but little time to prepare,
by steady drill in field movements, for my inspection on the 13th. Their field drill
was not, therefore, so well done as usual; but the commanding officer’s long expe-
rience and zeal, the number of non-commissioned officers who have passed through
the branch Gunnery School, the great number of unpaid evening drills, for which
they gained the Dominion Artillery Association prize (of a field glass for their com-
manding officer), made this battery rank high in intelligent knowledge of gunnery
and ammunition. The men are of an intelligent class; the horses, supplied by the
Grand Trunk, are the most powerful I have seen in any battery. The uniforms are
in excellent order, being supplemented by busbies at their own expense. The har-
ness, gun oqulgment;, &c., were well turned out, giving the battery its usual soldier-
like, smart and serviceable aspect. Sergt. Instructor yndon, “ B” Battery, assisted
at the training of this battery, and superintended the Branch School of Gunnery at
Montreal during the past winter, with very good results, I superintended the com-
petitive gun Elractlce of this battery at the Island of Orleans, to which the battery
ca:]ne from Montreal at thewr own oxpense. 'I'he gun practice was excellent, and
only a few points behind the highest score : that of the Shefford Field Battery.
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Shefford Field Battery.

Commanded by Lieut.-Colonel Amyrauld. Tinspected tiis very efficient battery on
the 3rd September. The commanding officer and his subaltern officers, Licutenants Kay,
Neil and Mitchell, have all passed with credit thiough the School of Guonery, as
well as a large proportion of the non-commissioned officers and many of the men,
who are of fine physique and intelligence, mostly farmers, owning the horses of the
battery. The uniforms, arms, accoutrements, harness and carriages of the battery
are in good order, though requiring repainting; the equipment is incomplete in some

. respects, notably waist-belts, as pointed out in previous reports. Helmets, pu chased

ab their own expense, add to the soldier-like appesrance of the men. They also

maintain a band. The gunnery questions were intelligently answered, and the

example set by the officers of qualifying themselves at the Gunnery School has had a
manifest effect on the efficiency of the whole battery.

On the 4th September I superintended the competitive gun practice, which is
the best on record with the 9 pr. M.LLR., and has, 1 believe, obtained for the com-
manding officer the prize of field-glasses given by the Dominion Artillery Association,
a distinction well merited for the years of patient cnergy this officer has shown, and
the high credit his ability gained for him while at the Gunnery School.

Richmond Field Batiery.

Commanded by Major the Hon. Henry Aylmer, late of the Royal Marine Artil-
lery. Owing to the dates of various inspections interfering with each other, [ was
obliged to inspect this newly-formed battery before they had completed their period
of drill, and the time was too limited to allow of a minute inspectionon that day, 26th
June. I saw enough, however, to satisfy me that the battery counld not be in better
hands than in those of the able und professionally exporienced officer who commands it.
The two seniorsubalterns, Licutenants Hetherington and Beattie, have pussed through
the Gunnery School, obtaining 1st class certificates, and as many of the non-commis-
sioned officers and men as could obtain admission also entered the school. The men
are of a very suitable stamp, fine young resident farmers owning the horses. The
uniforms are incomplete without swords and belts. The gun carriages are very old,
some of the wheels showing signs of rot, the whole carriage equipment regunires
repairing and repainting. The gun axle seats are dangerous without guard irons, I trust
the 24-pounder Howitzer will soon be exchanged for 9-pounder M.L.R. guns. The
remarkable steadiness the men had already acquired, from the experienced handling
of the Commanding Officer, bodes well for the future efficiency of this young battery.

Lieut.-Colonel Montizambert acted as umpire, and Capt. Short as range
officer at the competitive gun practice of this battery, which had unfortunately
to be interrupted from the proximity of houses to the range. The practice was
finished at a later date under the superintendence of Major Aylmer himself.

Quebec Field Battery.

Commanded by Lient.-Colonel Baby. Inspections elsewhere prevented my seeing
this battery, I delegated to Lieut.-Colonel Montizambert the artillery inspection.
His report I append. This battery has availed itself of its proximity to the Gunnery
School, throngh which the whole of the officers have passed, and as many of the
non-commissioned officers and men as could be admitted by the limited number of
short-coursa men allowed 10 at one time, or 30 per annum for the whole Province of
Quebec, as well as from the Maritime Provinces. The zeal and energy of Lieut.-Colonel
B‘by and Capt Crawford Lindsay, however, in a great measure, sll}r])h‘mcntcd the
instruction by forming voluntary evening classes, which were o.‘xnmqu by myself
and the Adjutant of the Gunnery School, Capt Oscar Prevost. | hc_ efforts of theso
: 8 are deserving of praise, and the success thoy have.obt:uned in the increased
Qﬁcieney of the battery. The competitive gun practice at Orleans ‘lslunll Was
superintended by Lieut.-Colonel Montizambert, Captain Short, Range Officer.
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Rerorr or Lievr.-CoLoNer MostizamsertT oN TaE QueBec Fienp Barreay,

CiraneL, QUEBEC,
26th November, 1878,

Sir,—I have the honor to report that on the 3rd August last I accompanied
Lieut.-Colonel Duchesnay, D.A.G., on his inspection of Licut.-Colonel Baby’s Battery.
Quebec Field Artillery.

I found the different manceuvres fairly well performed, considering the shoyt
number of days allowed for training.

Their gun drill was remarkably good, and turn out of men, horses and gurs was
a very great improvement on last year. Many of the non-commissioned officors and
men of this battery bave lately been throngh a course in the Quebec Gunnery Schonl,
and 1 think the battery a very eflicient one.

L enclose a parade statement showing the streneth of the battery on that day.

1 have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

(Signed)  C. E. MONTIZAMBERT,
Capt. and Brevet Lieut.-Colonel “ B” By., S. G., (.

The Inspector of Artillery,
pacuebec.

Newcastle, N.B., Field Buttery.

Commanded by Major R. Call. On‘the 26th and 27th July T inspected this
battery and superintended the competitive gun practice, which was very good. This
battery labors under disadvantages which are not the fault of the commander, who is
an able and zealous officer. Since the battery was called out on service some four
years ago (on the occasion of the Caraquette riots), there Lave been unavoidable
deficiencies of equipment produced by a long march and a protracted service. They
have never been replace«ii) from the Store Department, though a board of officers
recommended that course after an investigation of the circumstances. The harness
of the battery is, therefore, still deficient in some items ; the accoutrements were not
supplied complete when it was changed from an infantry company of 40 to a ficld
battery of 75 men. Some of the men are without forage caps, some without trowsers,
and the mixture of slouch hats and pantaloons of various colors is not conducive to
that pride in himself, and esprit de corps which good soldiers should have. These
matters have all been reported and I trust will no longer be left in abeyance. The

s are old smooth-bore 9 roundum and a 24-pounder Howitzer. 1 trust d-pounder
.L.R. will shortly be supplied as there are no rifled field guns in New Brunswick.
In other respects I found the battery efficient, the men and horses of & good stamp,
the drill very steady, and the knowledge of ammunition, &e., fair, considering their
remoteness from a Guunnery School and the small proportion of mon-commissioned
officers and men who could be permitted to go to Quebec. None of the officers of this
battery have passed through the Gunnery School.

Woodstock, N. B., Field Battery.

Commanded by Capt. F. Herbert Dibblee. The time of training of this
battery being coincident with that of other batteries I had to inspect in Ontario,
in consequence of the absence of ILt.Colonel Irwin in British Columbia, prevented
my 'i.::(i;oction of the Woodstock Field Battery, but they were very favorably
rero upon by the Deputy Adjutant General of the district, Lt Colonel Maun-
sell. Their armament is 9 pounder smooth-bore and 24 pounder Howitzer,
which, I trust, will shortly be changed for 9 pounder M.L.R. guns,

One of the batterics at Charlottetown might, with advantage, be converted into

a field battery. Lieat. Irving, who has qualified at the Quebee Gunnery School,
would, [ believe, be a good Fiold Artillery officer, 3 4

, Halifax Field Battery.

Commanded by Major Graham. T inspected this battery by moonlight on the
ovening of the 14th of Aul__zu:-!t. It is to be regretted that the commanding officer could
not have arranged a dayhg:ht. p:\mde. . He was not present !nmself on parade, nor
was he present at my previous inspections. As f:u-_ as [ could _|u<lf__;c the non-commis-
gioned officers and men knew their standing gun drill, h,n‘r. none of the nﬂi(-ea_-.-x present
nor the men had any notion of field movements. Their knowledge of zu-ttl_lery‘
material, &c., was very limited. The armament i3 b-].mun-lm_' breech-loading rifled
Armstrong guns, drawn by two ]]0]‘.‘30#_‘, tandem 1;a-§"1:|)11, driven lu_y- a man on the
limber box. 1 do not consider the equipment a I-L:l":']f,'t‘:ll.llt‘ one. It is an ’O‘lll estab-
lished corps, and the mcn are by no - means deficicnt in intelligence. The only
officer who has attended the Gunnery School 1.%‘[,‘10111. Imlah, who isa very able and
efficient officer. Ile was not present when I |n:~:i.m-u»ul lhfz battery, b_mn_.c; at the
Gunnery School. Ido not know how they carried on their gun practice as they
have not complied with the regulations on this head for the past two years. I trast
the Assistant Inspector of Artillery, Lieat.-Colonel l'l‘l‘(l‘&‘. Lewqf, will l_m able 1".‘":’“5'
this Battery more into harmony with the rest of the Field Artillery of the Dominion.

Field Artillery Generally.

Considering the small cost to the Government, np:i thq .c:.)n\‘c‘r_luenl nhprt pe_rind
allowed for training—12 days—I consider the C:umdu_m l\[nhtm‘l':cld‘ Artillery in a
remarkable state of efficiency. I trust the number of horses will be increased to six

r gan, with three spare in case of accidents, making a total of 45 horsos, per
E:ttery. The issue of black leather gaiters up to the knee and strapped spurs to
mounted non-commissioned officers and men, though apparently o trifling matter,
would tend much to efficiency; the trowsers, often without straps, Wrmkl.e up
towards the knees, unsightly in appearance; they would gall the leg of a man riding
any distance. The deficient and irregular supply of whips and spurs revder good
driving impossible, and has been a source of accident as at Hamilton, Ont., when a
gun team going up a steep incline could not be kept up to Ll}c collar, and were pre-
cipitated down a declivity, in this instance, fortunately without loss of life.

Instead of the importation of the cumbrous ammaunition waggons, I woul'_l
recommend the adoption of a system of an enlarged limber supply as more handy,
with fewer horses and less difficnlty in driving, &e., as proposed by Major Ellis, ]E.A.

The Dominion Artillery Association has, I think, by prn:lm;n_ng a spirit u‘f
emulation, been largely conducive to the present efficiency of the l‘:_ei:i .j\nlfl‘l::r__\‘,
while the system of efficiency badges for unpuid drills has been !:ll'l'lgcl:, [f‘-'):;.[lI;;_.l“-t-)i-
good results, especially to the artillery in cities and towns. A comp ote Al .xt’tf,)
of Instruction at each of the Gunnery Schools is absolutely necessary betore instrac-
tion in field movements can be given.

The Brigar!e of Montreal Garrison Artillery.

Commanded by Lieut.-Colonel D. Torrance Fraser. Six‘)‘lmuu:-ws. !U:l'pt. Ji :f
Molson, Acting Adjutant. Tinspected this brigade on the 23rd Nn\'c;n‘l-ntl‘,hton’!:’c
Champ-de-Mars, in company with the Deputy Adjutant-General nf’ll'm. hail;lc W :!n
they performed battalion drill with steadiness and precision. They were su a-»c;i]q?n y
oxamined in artillery exercises proper, in which they ahowodigl.c.{t‘pro fgu.ncgi
Uniforms, arms and accoutrements were in good order, except a s 101}- issue 0 gl!;end
coats, The brigade has supplied itself with winter caps at llu-.u' own Exll)e;me,l -
are purchasing busbies. Lieut.-Colonel Fraser and his officers have wor . efm}?‘ ' .a
persistently for the officiency of this brigade, and havg s‘uccoedml in ‘e_s:.l. ‘:banh,g
remarkable fine body of men. Well drilled both as infantry mu.‘i ’:1:L1Ilc:}{““mt;);
bave a good fifé and drum band. The branch school of gannery ulnu cr“i» aal;f(‘r

nnery Instructor Lyndon, B. Battery, has been pr(-ducln'.o o'f‘ muel",;o«_ "-‘:or:-i
written and practical examinations, seven officers and twelve non-commissione
officers and gunnors obtained certificates.
5—1563
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The officers and sergeants wore instructed by Sergeant Tnstructor Lyndon, and
they and the non-commissioned officers subsequently instructed their men at evening
voloutary drills. A large proportion will gain the efficiency badges presented by the
Dominion Artillery Association. The following artillery exercises were admirably
performed in my presence under the undermentioned officers :—
No. 1 {ht-tery, Capt. G. Forbes, standing gun drill.
- No. 2 do  do A.K.F. MeAllen, standing gun drill, dismounting 24
pounder down rear by plank and roller, and mount-
g up the rear on long skids with tackle.
No..3  do  Lieat. W. H Laarie, sling waggon, placing carriago,
slinging gun, &e.
No. 4 do Capt. J. A, Currie, gyn drill, &e.
No.5 do  do T.F. Turnbull, mortar drill.
No.6  do Lieut. F. Birks, standing gun drill and trench cart exercise,
Officers, non-commissioned officers and gunners, in addition to the practical
exercises, were minutely questioned, and showed an intelligent knowledgo of
gunoery, ammunition and stores, At the risk of being individious I must give
credit where I think it due, and must state I find this brigade the most cfficient of
any Garrison Artillery I have inspected this year, as far as drills and exercises go.
The difficulty of a suitable range for heavy gun practice prevents their firing until
the ice forms on the St. Lawrence. On the 19th December the competitive trials for
=hifting ordnance took place under my supervision. The results were remarkably
quick and accurate, work and time, as follows : —
No. 1 Battery, Capt. Forbes, 2 minutes and 30 seconds.

No. 2 do do MecAllan 1 do 57 w:ide
No. 4 do do Currie, 4 do 0 do

The prize will be a hand-book for field ‘service to commander of the detach-
ment, together with $20 to the men, presented by the Deputy Adjutant-General.
The terms of competition were, viz:—

(Circular No. 29.)
DOMINION ARTILLERY. ASSOCIATION.

Shifiing ordnance competition open to all Garrison Artillery Corps affiliated
Wwith the Dominion Artillery Association, exclusive of the Gunnery Schools.

A gun 50 cwts. or thereabouts, sights removed, resting on two short skids on
the ground, to be mounted by an officer or non-commissioned officer with a detach-
ment of 20 gunners, all bona file members of the corps competing, the gun to be
mounted up the rear of a standing garrison carriage, and lowered into the trunnion
hol?s. g:.loraa replaced, gun ready for service (except sights) stool-bed, coin, etc.,
replaced.

Prize to the detachment doing the shift in the shortest time : Gold embroidersd
badge, and “ Hand-book for Field Service,” for the commander of the detachment :
$20 for the detachment.

Stores Allowed.—Dragropes heavy, 2; Handspikes, 8 ; Luff tackles, complete, 2 ;
Rollers, 14 in, x 5 in., 1; do. 24 in. X 5 in., 2 ; do. ground, 1; Scotches, 8 ; Skids, 14
ft.x 8 in. x 8 in.,2; do. 3 ft. x 4 in. x 4 in., 2; Straps or selvageoes, 2.

The shift to be carried out as near as possible in the following detail : —

o To Mount the Gun.
Commands :—
. Prepare to raise the breech—lift.

Place the roller.

Lower.

Place skids—hook tackles.

Taut,

Heave.

Remove skids—unhook tackle.
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- Eaplanation :—

. “Prepare to raise the breech.”—Nos. 12, 13, 14 and 13 apply their handspikes

. under the breech of the gun, at “lift,” they lift together, 6 and 7 remove the rear
gkid and place the roller near the centre of gravity.

# Lower.,"—The breech is lowered.

“Place skids,” “ hook tackles."—Nos. 8, 9,10 and 11 place the long skids, the
upper end, bevel up, resting on the breast transom, and the lower end on the gronnd
:ms::tho muzzle of the gun, arranged so that their upper surfaces are high enough
to allow the trunnions to clear the top step of the carriage. No. 8 passes a hand-
spike throngh the breeching loop to 9, if there be none, steadying handspikes must
be fixed in the usual way. No. 11 place, a selvagee over the neck of the caseable and

asses the ends down between the handspike and the breech, erossing the ends under-
neath and bringing them over and round the handspike ; 12 and 13 hook the double
blocks to them ; 10 and 11 hook the single blocks to a selvagee laid across the front

= of the carmage by 10. Nos. 6 and 7 seotch the trucks. The whole of the Nos. then

man the tackles on their own sides, except 6 and 7, who attend to the rollers, and S
and 9, who stand to the steadying handspikes.

#Taut."—Thoe Nos. on the tackles haul in the slack. Nos. 6 and 7 place a 24
inch-roller on the skids ready to receive the muzzle when it dips; this roller should
be under the centre of gravity when the ground roller leaves the breech, in order
that this may be so, it is frequently necessary to lift the muzzle and shift the roller

“Heave."—The Nos. heave on the tackles, both sides working together; the
rollers being at the same time kept perfectly square, otherwise, the gun will be liable
to slew, and so tip over. The 14 inch roller should be placed so that when the trun-
nions arrive over the trunnion holes, the roller will be a little in rear of the centre
of gravity. When the gun is nearly high enongh a 4-inch piece of skidding is laid
across the trunnion holes, and Nos. 2 and 8 each place a handspike in the bore,
double manaed by 4 and 5, in order tolift or bear down the muzzle as may be required.

“Remove skids,” “ Unhook tackles.”—The muzzle is borne down and the skids
and tackles removed by the Nos. who placed them, the breech being allowed to
descend on a 4-inch piece placed by Nos. 6 and 7 on the top step.

The gun is then lowered into the trunnion hole.

~ Btores to be arranged on the ground before the word “commence” is given.
For competition, men must be in uniform, but tunics may be unbuttoned and belts
removed,
~ The detachment mounting in the shortest time, to be declared winner. Any
mistakes in drill to be corrected by the umpire, and the time so lost will count
against the detach ment, which must work by numbers, and keep silence; 10 seconds
will be deducted for every word spoken by any one of the detachment except the
‘commander., ;

_ Commanding officers of corps intending to compete, must notify their intention to
’&a'seﬂl‘ﬁtal'y D.A.A., Citadel, Quebee, before the 3uth September, of the current
-g“"'i and the competition must be earried out in the presence of an umpire and time
seeper, appointed by the President of Council, D.A.A., before 20th November, 1877 ;
the return of time, &e., to be sent in assoon as possible after the competition, at the
latest, before the 15th December, 187S.

St. John's, P.Q., Baitery of Gurr'son Ariitlery.

~ Commanded by Major Drumm. I irspected this battery in the company of the
Po’pnty Adjutant-General of the district, on the 9th November. The uniforms and
‘Socoutrements were in good order, the arms serviceable, but not as clean as they
might have beon. This battery has no drill-shed, and only drill during the twelve
1ay8 for which they are paid. ~Not having been drilled for the two years previous,
“‘?'Mnoh bo considered efficient, which is to be regretted, as they ocenpy a most

Hportant strategical point. The company drill, manual anl firing cxercises, were



230

indifferent. A squad went through standing gun drill; their knowledge of material
is meagre; none of the officers, non-commissioned officers nor men have ever attended
the School of Gunnery. They have none of the inexpensive material for shifting
ordnance, which might be supplied to them, as well as another gun; they have only
one smooth-bore 32-pounder on a rotten platform, placed in the widdle of a field,
where it can be of no use; while there is a redoubt within a hundred yards com-
manding the river and the junction of three railroads, as well as the ordinary roads
to the frontier. The gun has its sights broken off, and is spiked ocecasionally by boys
or evil-disposed persons. Requisitions have for years past been sent in to repair, at
a trifling cost, the redoubt, and place in it a couple of platforms, a second gan being
sent from Montreal. The magazine is in a dilapidated state. The general officer
commanding has drawn attention to the military importance of this point. I trust,
therefore, that this battery will be given the means of becoming serviceable.

Quebec Garrisen Artillery, No. 1 Baittery.

Commanded by Capt. IL. Roy. I inspected this battery on the 22nd October.
The uniforms, arms and accoutrements were in good order. They performed com-
gﬁ.ny drill, manual and firing exercise satisfactorily, and are well up in gun drill.

me of the non-commissioned officers are well acquainted with ammunition. 1
superintended their gun practice on the 25th October, at the Island of Orleans range;
it was fair, considering the battery has only lately been formed. All the officers
have been through the School of Gunnery, and the battery owes much to the pro-
fessional ability, experience and energv of Lieut. Donaldson. They have done a good
many voluntary drills, but I hope to see a greater improvement next year, and that
other batteries may be formed, until the old Quebec Brigade of Garrison Artillery is
resuscitated. But the small number of non-commissioned officers and men allowed
for short courses, thirty per annum, prevents due instruction being obtained from the
Gunnery School to which they are so near.

Gross Isle Battery of Garrison Artillery.

Formerly commaunded by Capt. F. Montizambert, a most efficient officer, with a
first-class certificate. After performing its drill this battery was disbanded by the
General Officer. I was therefore directed not to inspectit. I regret the disband-
ment of this battery, which, from its circumstances, was very efficient. The arms
and accoutrements had been burnt by a fire at the Quarantine Station. The artillery

armament proper still remains, and I trust to see this battery restored at some futuro
date.

Levis P.Q. Garrison Artillery, No. 1 Battery.

Commanded by Captain L. C. Hamel. I inspected this battery on the 14th
October, in company with Deputy Adjutant-General of District. This battery being
newly formed, have only learned company drill, manual and firing exercise ; they
carried ont their small arm practice, and a fair squad was selected for heavy gun
practice at the Island of Orleans range, which I inspected on the 31st October. The
weather was rainy and stormy, rendering good results difficult from even highly
trained gunners. A 24-pounder has been sent from the Citadel to No. 2 Fort Levis,
for the instruction of the battery during winter. I truse they will perform a good
number of voluntary drills, and that I shall find them efficient next spring. Captain
Hamel was the only officer present with the battery at my inspection.

Gaspd Battery Garrison Artillery.

Commanded by Major Slous,

As the date of inspection iu other Districts prevented my inspection of this
battery; 1 delegated this duty to Major Frazer, “B” Battory Quebec Gunnery
School. His report is appended.
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REPORT OF MAJOR FRAZER ON THE GASPE BATTERY OF GA RRISON
. ARTILLERY.
CitApEL Barracks, Queskce, 14th October, 1578,

Sir,—I have the honor to report that the gun practice of the Gaspé Jattery
Garrison Artillery was very good, averaging 33 points; total score of butiery being
264 points. .

As I was performing the duties of Range Officer, I had not an opportanity of
seeing the gunners work their guns, consequently I cannot report upon the efficiency
of the battery in this respect, neither had I any chance to question any of the non-
commissioned officers or gunners relative to their duties as Artillerymen, as the
annual drill had Yeen completed and the men only mustered for gun ]n-actiuc and
ingpection for one day.

On the morning of the 14th inst., the gun practice was carried out, and in the

afternoon the inspection was made by Lieat.-Colonel Lamontagne, Brigade Major,

there being on parade 2 officers and 34 non-commissioned officers and gunners.
The general appearance of the battery was creditable when it is considered that
4 large number of the men are recruits this year,
The battery was put throngh a number of infantry evolutions, which were fairly

‘executed, but it is very much to be regretted that Artillery is not more carefully in-

stracted as Artillery, tor as regards this battery it would seem that the carrying out
of the former was a primary consideration. On the Tth inst., I visited the bluff
where the two 24-pounders of 48 cwt. are mounted, from which there is a good com-
mand of the entrance to the Basin. I inspected the fuse and shell implements and
found them in good order, also the side arms, with the exception of one hammer-head
damaged,

As there are not any spare storés in charge of this battery, and as bandspikes
particularly, are liable to get broken, I would strongly recommend that a sapply be
1ssued to be retained on charge. With regard to the temporary magazine constructed
in rear of the battery it is quite useless. The site on which the battery stands is
the property of Mr. Short, who has kindly given Major Slous permission to use the
ground temporarily for that purpose, but [ was informed that it had been offered for
gale to the Government. the price asked being $2,000; a very large sum for an acre
of ground, other portions of the same propetty having been sold for 140, which also
overlook the Bay.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

(Signed,) JOHN FRASER,
Captain and Brevet Major.
Tho Inspector of Artillery.

P. S.—1I ascertained that the Government has a reserve of 18 acres on the Le
Boutellier property, in accordance with two patents on the reserve of 84 acres on a
Mr. Deuns property, known in the official plans as Point Conoy.

' Jv P\

Chatham Battery of the New Brunswick Brigade of Garrison Artillery.

Commanded by Licut.-Colonel Gillespie. I inspected on the 27th July. The
uniforms, &e., were in good order. As they had not completed their training on the
=27th, I again inspected them on the 1st August, with Lieut-Colonel Maunsell, Deputy
Adjutant-General, and also superintended their competitive gun practice, which was
m';{ good. Several non-commissioned officers and men of this battery have qualified
at the Quebec School of Gunnery, but none of the officers. [t is desirable that they
should do so0. There is no drill shed for voluntary drills. The guns, as at Digby, are
mounted in an exposed position. It is most desirable that these coast batteries should

completed by a small earth-work, which might be raised by the battery themselves
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during training, and revetted with iron hoop ga forming a desirable and inex-
pensive work. The Deputy Adjutant-General of the District sclected with me a
suitable site, if the n expenditure were sanctioned. Men could not.work guns

exposcd to musketry fire without any cover, and the country bears the expense of

maintaining what is inefficient for want of the necessary protection o the guns.
Chatham is an important point, from which the crew of a piratical cruiser conld do
much mischief as well as cut the Intercolonial Railway by destroying an important
bridge in the neighborhood.

St. Andrew's Battery, New Brunswick Brigade of Garrison Artiliery

Commanded by Captain Polleys. In company with the Do}mty Adjutant-
General of the District, on the Tth August, (before the arrival of the Assistant

tor of Artillery) I inspected this newly formed battery at company drill, which
they performed with ereditabla precision. They had not then learnt gun drill. The

subsequent inspection of the Assistant Inspector and his report of superintendence of

gun practice, shews this battery has made the progress I anticipated from their first
appearance. The gan platforms were not laid at my visit. I trust the few necessary
repairs to the old works will be completed, as St. Andrew’s is an important point close
to our frontier. Captain Polleys deserves all the encouragement Lieut.-Colonel

Maunsell, Deputy Adjutant-General, is anxions should be given to all the artillery of

hisdistrict, in which he takes a deep interest, with very marked beneficial results, and
Lanticipate still greater benefits from the zeal and ability of the Assistant Inspector
of Artillery, Lieut-Colonel Price Lewos, if his snggestions meet with approval.

New Brunswick Brigade, St. John, Garrison Artillery.

Commanded by Lieut-Colonel Stephen Kent Foster. Adjutant, Lieut.-Colonc]
J. D. Underhiil. 1 inspected this brigade at Fort Dufferin on the 2nd August. Their
un drill was very good; unitorms in good order. The long experience of Lieut.
lonel Foster and the Adjutant, Lieut.-Colonel Underhill, who has a first-class cor-
tificate from the Kingston Gunnery School, together with the assistance of officers
commanding batteries, has kept this brigado up to the mark in spite of tho disadvant-
ages of losing uniforms and accoutrements in the disastrous fire at St. John. DBut
they require more instruction in shifting ordnance, for which I trust the necessary
inexpensive material of skids, ropes, rollers, &c., will be supplied, especially as a new
drill shed is being built, in wliich 1 hope a good many voluntary drills may be per-
formed throughout the year, though this brigade has not availed themselves of the
advantages offered by the Deputy Adjutant-General in giving prizes and efficiency
badges. I utilized the inspection by firing a few service charges from the 64 pounder
armament. The pivots, &c., stood fairly well, though the concrete in some instances
began to crack. It would have been better if hollow soled trucks had been made
when constructing the traversing platforms for the armament. The carriages and
platforms were otherwise servicenbly constructed at St. J ohn, under the supervision
of Licut.-Colonel Maunsell, Deputy Adjutant-General ; the Storekeeper, Lieut.-Colonel
Canard, and Captain Perley—a sufficient proof, if any is needed, that serviceable
wooden gun carriages and Elatforms can be made in Canada, as they also have been
constructed at Quebec by the Artificers of “B,” Battery.

Digby Battery of Garrison Artillery.

Commanded by Capt. J. Daley. I inspected this battery on the 9th August and
superintended competitive gun 0J:ractice on the same day. I found the uniforms,
arms, accoutrements, &c., in good order, but the distanco of this battery from any
centro of instruction, combined with the fact that none of the officers have qualified
at the School of Gunuery, limits its efficiency, The gun practice was interrupted by
the recoil of the guns off the platforms, which had been made too short and without
sufficient sloKn. It would be advisable to remedy this defect and build an earthwork
in front of the gun platforms so 25 to give a little cover to the gunners. The plat-
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~ forms would have to be placed further back from the bluff. If the present 32 pounders
were exchanged for 64 pounder Palliser rifles the present carriages, platforms, &e.,
would suit and such a battery would practically command the entrance to Digby
Harbor against anything but heavily armoured vessels. for which torpedoes wonld
be required and they in turn could be protected by the 64 pounder battery.

Ist and 2nd Brigades Halifax Garrison Artillery.

Commanded respectively by Lieut.-Colonels (. Mitchell and D. Maepherson; the
latter was not present at my inspection. On the 13th August I inspected the st
Brigade and on the 15th the 2nd Brigade in the drill shed. Uniforms, arms and
accoutrements were in good order, gun drill well done, but there appeared to be
little knowledge even of elementary gunnery or artillery material. The only officer
of these brigadea who has passed through the school of gunnery is Capt. R. Dart,
Znd Brigade. e obtained a 1st class certificate. He was not present at my inspee-
tion, being at the Gunnery School. I concur entirely in the fuil report of the Assis-
tant Inspector of Artillery of the Maritime Provinces on these b igades and other
batteries he has inspected, and trost that his soggestions and requ st for shifting
ordnance material may be complied with, }

Garrison Artillery Generally.

With the exception of the Montreal and St. John, N.B., Brigades of Garrison
Artillery, I have found the Garrison Artillery in a very inefficient condition, mainly
L believe, for want of a weapon on the efficacy of which they can rely, as they cannot
on the old smooth bores that cumber onr works and drill sheds. The introduction of
Sir William Palliser’s comparatively inexpensive system of converting our old cannon
into rifles in Canadian workshops, at a cost of £120 each, the cost of the imported
Palliser gun being £160 eoxclusive of freight, iz, in my opinion, the only tangible and
permanent means of giving efficiency to this important branch of the service, especi-
ally in cities where both the industry, the guns, and the gunners, are most needed ;
and where intelligent mechanics may be found to form enthusiastic artillerymen to
man the gans they forge in the defence of the city where they live. Judging by
what has taken place in Great Britain, these results are not necessarily visionary for
Canada. Iaving commanded the gunnery school for Reserve Artillery at Woolwich,
from its inception until I left for Canada, it was my duty to recommend the adoption
of the Palliser 64 pounder for the reservo artillery of Great Britain, The immediato
interest roused by this substitutior, (for “the old gas pipe guns,” as the obsoclete
Weapons were somewhat irroverently styled by the men who were supposed to fight
them) raised the efficiency of the force in a manner incredible to one who did not
witness it. The home reserve artillery of Great Britain musters 60,000 fairly trained
gunners in addition to the regulsr reserves of the Royal Artillery. I would earnestly
plead for the extension of the system to this part of the empire.

ScHooL oF GUNNERY,
Kixgsron, OxT., ]
28th November, 1878,

Sie,—I have the honor to forward herewith wy Inspection Report of tho
Artillery in the Province of Ontario. o ey

I enclose a Report forwarded by Lieut.-Colonel Cotton, _l'ﬂmmﬂ_ﬂdmf-f "_1‘\ ’

ery, on the Batteries of Artillery inspected by him, accordine to instructions
received from you during my absence.

Welland Canal Field Battery.

Lientenant and Captain Frank King, in command ; Lient. Reaveley.
5 I'innpected this battery at Camp Port Colborne on 19th October, and at gun

- Practice at the same place on the same day.
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Clothing, arms and accoutrements were clean and in good order; some new
issues required ; horses good ; harness very clean an! well fitted, bat I roticed a
great miny deficiencies, many of which have besn previously reported, and no stops
seem to have been taken to have necessary repairs executed. Guns and stores in
good order, but the carriages and limbers require repainting.

As this battery had been inspected on the day previous, by the Deputy-Adjutant
General of the District, at Port Robinson, where they had been in camp during the
annual drill, and as the ground at Port Colborne was not suitable for field maneuvres,
my inspection was limited to stunding gun drill and competitive gun practice. |
noticed a great improvement in this respect since last year, the firing being very
good; the score would have been very high, had the gunners received more preliminary
training in laying guns and in making the necessary connections for elevation, &e.

The want of a drill shed tor this battery is much felt, and I have to report again
with regret, that no steps scem to have been taken towards filling up the ranks of
the officers. Lieut. Reaveley’s duties as teacher in a school interfere very much
with his attendance at drill, and as Major King is unable to take any part in the
drills or instruction of the battery, the whole of the work devolves upon Captain
Frank King, whe, although a very efficient and hard working officer, cannot be ex-
pected to do everything. I have also to report that Major King has not been present
?snueil.hor of my two last inspections, nor at the competitive gun practice of this

ttery.

I trust that before next annual drill some steps may be taken towards increasing
the efficiency of this battery in the direction indicated by this and previous reports.
The battery itself is located in a situation of great stralegical importance, and the
supply of men and horses scems all that can be desired. [t only remains therefore
for the staff of officers and non-commissioned officers to be brought up to the proper
standard of efficiency, and suitable arrangements made for a gun shed where voluntary
<drills may be carried on.

St. Catherines Garrison Battery.

Captain Wiley in command ; Lient. Hunter Inspected at St. Catherines at the
drill shed on the evening of the 21st October,

Clothing, arms and accoutrements, clean and in good order, but many of the
tunics and trowsers appeared to be worn out, and I was informed that a new issue of
clothing had been demanded.

Manual excrcises, fairly well done; firing exercises had not been practised ;
sqogzd and marching drill, fuir; gun drill with 18-prs. on travelling carriages, very
good.
This battery had only been at drill for seven days of three hours each, and con-
sidering the limited time, had made very good progress.

Owing to irregularity in the mode of application, the ammunition for annual
practice had not been received, and in consequence the battery was unable to pertorm
its annual gun practice.

In 1877 this battery did not conclude its annual drill until 22nd November, and
in 1876, uutil 14th November ; on both these occasions the season was so far advanced
and the roads so bad that the anaunal gun practice had to be postponed, and this year
4 similar state of affairs necessi'ate another postponement.

It is, therefore, very evident that to insure efficiency in this most important par-
ticular, some steps must be taken by the officer commanding the district to insare the
-annual drill being perlormed at a more suitable season.

Toronto Garriso Battery.

Major Gibson in command. Inspected in the drill shed, Toronto, on the 23rd
October.

Clothing, arms and accoutrements, very neat, clean and in good order.

Mgnual exercise fair; firing oxercise, indifferent; squad and maurching drill, fair ;
gun drill, very good—very satisfactory progress had ?ﬂso been made in mortar and

_— . ——

n drillsand the picked squadl of men chosen as marksmen were vory well
instructed, and possessed « fair knowledge of ammunition and gannery.

This battery has improved very much in efficienvy during the past two years,
and MlleI' Gibson desorves special mention for his successful endeavors to maintain
voluntary drills, and for the present efficiency of his battery. Ho is at present with-
out the assistance of any other officer, a defect which will, I trust, soon be remedied.

The competitive gun practice was to have taken place on the day of my inspec-
tion, but the very inclement weather necessitated its postponement, I have since,
however, received the returns of the practice which was held subsequently, and as far
a8 possible, according to the rules of the Dominion Artillory Association, the firing
geems to have been very good and the score high.

Ontario Field Battery.

Captain McCrae in command ; Lieat. W. Johnston (absent); Lieut. G.B.
Hood ; Surgeon Ilowitt, M D. _ S8l

L inspected this baltery at competitive gun-practice on the G6th Novembeor ata
land range near Elora, about 16 miles from the battery camp at Guelph, and on the
following day, in company with the Deputy Adjutant-General ol the Distric. and
Brigade-Major, inspected the battery on parade and at drill. Clothing, arms and
aecoutrements clean and in good order; horses good ; harness well fitted ; the guns,
carriages, harness, &c., belong to the Wellington Field Battery, and were all in good
order; marching past, field manceavres and gun drill were all very well pm-mrme_r.i,
and the knowledge of ammunition, stores, duties, &, shown by all the non-commis-
sioned officers and gunners gave evident proof of careful instruction. ‘

The competitive gun practice, according to the rules of the Dominion Artillery
Association, was very well performed, but the range not being good, and the ground
covered with snow, doubtless prevented a very high score from being mude.

I was very much pleased with the appearance and efficiency of lh.l_s battery.
the non-commissioned officers and gunners are all students at the Ontario Agrical-
tural College. Licnt. Johnston being the Principal of that Institution.

The drivers arc in most cases the owners of their teams and are recruited from
the farming community in the neighbourhood. 4

~ The ingtelligencc O{the non-commissioned officers and gunners of 1h|.-;. 'l‘mu‘ery
seems to be above the usual average, and the greatest zeal and esprit de corps is mani-
fested by all ranks. ’

Thlg battery and the Weliington Field Battery, under Major l\l:l.t-dunall-l.. h.i::;
continued to secure the services of a competent Sorgeant Instructor, who has seLY :
in the Royal Artillery, and “ B” Battery. Regular drills are held :ft_,fh._e. :\_.{n}‘u -
taral College for this battery. and in consequence thoe standard of proficency is very
gmdi have no doubt the dissemination of artillery knowledge and military tls;w;pf‘lnc
%0 acquired by the students, will eventually be of the greatest use to the volunteors
throughout the Province.

Victoria Garrison Battery.

i S Mkkarice, I Gas :ome within the
Although a report upon the officiency of this battery ¢oes not come f"j'tl s
scape of duties as ins yeetor of Artillery for the .l rovinco ‘l‘f “;'Ef‘”;‘)" .}:r; i:;cludi
been ordered to superintend its organization and drill, it may be advisable
itin my present report. !

Steps were taken for the organization gt 'B:\!t‘lt’ll‘_:_ trict, Captain Dupont
Lieut.-Colonel Houghton, Deputy Adjutant.General of the District, Guptain Dapont
Inapectur of Inland Revenue, l.uing :1111,)0111.10(] !-1‘ 1ts (-unﬂ_n..u‘u .l ,'-»-—“ “.n- ::.‘hen
enrolment of its members was held on the night of my arrival, t 3 "f, ‘n 50 withit
about 30 volunteors were rezularly cnrolled, the number beingincredased 1o 2
the next few weeks.
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Regular evening drills under my instruction and that of Lieutenant MéNuaughton,
S.G., were held about three times a week for two months. In addition I gave o
short course of lectures on ammunition and gunnery, which were very well attended
About 30 men of the battery attended more or less regularly at the voluntary drills,
and attained considerable efficiency in standing gun drill, and a special class of abont
10, probable non-commissioned officers, were more fully instructed by me at occasional
afternoon drills. .

Owing to the uniforms for the battery not Laving arrived previous to my de-

re, the officers and men wore desirous of postponing their annual drill and gun

practice, both of which will doubtless be fally reported upon by the Deputy Adju-

tant-General of the District.

Owing to the comparatively limited population of Victoria, and the high rate
of wages paid for ordinary labour, the recruitment of a volunteer Battery does not
present the same facilities as in tho Province of Ontario, but I have no doubt that
with proper encourngement, and sided by the ability and energy of its present com-
manding officer this battery will, in another year, be fully competent to rvender
efficient service, if required to man a portion of the guns already mounted for the
defence of the harbor.

GENERAL REMARKS,

With reference to the efficiency of the batteries, both field and garrison, T have
only to draw attenijon to my previous reports on this subject. Most of the reconi-
mendations in which, and more especially those with referenco to the standard of
efficiency required to be attained by officers and non-commissioned officors, still re-
quires to be more thoroughly enforced.

I wish however to call your attention to the many inconveniences attendant
upon the present system of performing the annual drill of the batteries at any time
of the year which the commanding officer may select. It consequently has frequent-
ly ocearred that three or fonr batteries at different places in the Province are ready
for inspection at the same date, thus rendering it practically impossible for the In-
gpector of Artillery to J)ay due attention to aﬁ, and in many cases to remain long
cnoufh to superintend the competitive gun practice.

would therefore suggest for approval, that leaving the choice of any particular
month in the year to the option of the commanding officer, the exact date for the
assembly of the batiery should be fixed by the Inspector of Artillery, who could thus
arrango for a continuous tour of inspection, and 8o save considerable time and need-
less expense. 1 have also to recommend that all requisitions for practice ammunition
and stores should be sent forward as soon as possible after the publication of the regu-
lations for cach annual drill. By this means considerable delay and inconvenience
would be avoided.

As owing to the present arrangements in this Province, under which exch bat-
tery is considered as a separate command, sending in its returns throngh the Deputy
Adjutant-General commanding the Distriet, and receiving all its orders from the
same source, the Inspector of Artillery is only able to make suggestions or recom-
mendations for increasing the efficiency of the forco, and as their does not even exist
any order on the subject of a continued inspection of the batteries by the District
Staff nnd_ the Inspector of Artillery, between whom there is no channel of official
communication on the subjeet of Artillery details, &c., it necossarily follows that the
same fanlts are often repeated, and the same subjects for recommendation come u P
year after year, without apparently any action being taken.

I bave therefore the honor to bring this matter under your consideration with a
view to steps being taken 1o assure a more efficient system of artillery command.

[ alxo take this opportunity of endorsing in ganeraiytorms the system pronosed

by Majur Holmes, the author of the Dominion Artillery Association Prize Fssay
for this year, i

L]
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‘AThe.ndOPtion of the regimental system for the Artillery in eacl District, the
:@pj@intment to ench !lattery of a properly qualified Instructor, and the plan ol'.i')ih-
ing two 4-gun Batteries together under the command of a field officer, are all
appi ntly most effeciual means for promoting efficiency ; whilst tho appointment of
a Deputy Adjutant-General of Artillory at Ieadquarters, as suggested by the author
of the essay recommended for honorable mention, Lieut..Colonel Cofton Seems
to promise the only effectual means of uniting the whole into a -.-',nnp:u:t.m-g::u'xizutim;
amf of securing due attention being paid to matters of detail, which l!u)ur'l;
seemingly of little account ure of vital 1mportance 10 a corps in which mobility
diseipline, and thorough organization in every particular are so essential to success,

I have 1he bonor to be, Sir,
Your obedient xe-vant,

D. T. IRWIN, Lieut.-Colonel.
_ Inspector of Artillery,
The Inspector of Attillery, )
-~ Quebee.

Kixasron, November, 1878,
Sir,—I have the honor to report, that in aceordance with instrueticns received,

1 inspected during the past summer the following Batteries of Artillery in the Pro-
vince of Ontario : — '

Hamilton Field Battery,

Duarham L &

Toronto a= o

Wellirgton « 4

Trenton Garrison

Sarnia & 2
Cobourg ¢« s
Port Hope ¢ s

An inspection state of the Butterici is herewith appended :
Hamilton Field Battery.

Caplain McMahon in command ; Lieuts. Marshall and Van Wagner; Veterinary
Surgeon Thompson ; Surgeon White.

Inspected at Hamilton on the 21st June, and at competitive gun practice on the
15th August, over a water range at Burlirgton Beach. Clothing, arms and accoutre-
ments were clean and in good order ; horses well matched, and, if anything, above
average ; harness clean and well put on, but very old and of an obsolete pattern ;
field maneavres, standing gun drill and marching past all fairly executed ; driving
competition well performed.

Captain McMahon had but recently taken over charge of this battery, and as
both his subaltern officers had been newly appointed, they were not in a position to
tender assistance and superintend the management of their divisions. Both these
officers have expressed their intention of Jjoining the School of Gunnery in the January
term. The competitive gun practice was not carried out at the time of the inspee-
tion, owing to the non-arrival of the necessary ammunition. ;

L afterwards, on the 15th August, superintended the practice. A severe hail
Storm and hurricane carried away the bannerals previous to the commencement of
ﬂ‘? firing, otherwise the score of this battery would have been a very good one.

Durham Field Battery.
Captain Graham in command ; Lieuts. McLean and Brereton ;"Surgeon Breat;

Veterinary Surgeon Hinman. Inspected on the 25th June at Port Hope. Clothing,
Arms and accoutrements in fair order, with some excoptions, which were very good.





