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(Addition to Appendix No. 1.)

MILITARY DISTRICT No. 11.

Heap Quarrers, Vicroria, B.C.
- DecemMsERr 20th, 1879,

maﬁc?illfg'-;é ci;::e the hm}or to forvﬁl:d for submission to the General Officer Com-
ng Inspectio ot ili istri

e 187%?&0? n Report of theMilitary District under my command

. As fow changes of any importance have taken place in this district since last

inspection and there is little worthy of note to record, I shall endeavour to be as

brief as possible with my remarks,

A ghe total authorised strength of the Militia in this district is at the present time,
oilicers and 275 non-commissioned officers and men, of which 7 officers and 115

Wcommdmwnod officers and men belong to the Artillery and the remaining 8
cers and 160 non-commissioned officers and men to the Rifle corps, exclusive of staff,

VICTORIA.
Victoria Battery Garrison Artillery.

I inspectod the Vicloria Garrison Battery commanded .
o thAﬂ evening of the 27th November, in the Drill Shed at Ylf)i%tggir:mn - Dapent,
thix b;:;"”:%“i beﬁeian received since last inspection to increase the strength of
fias tiot a;ye ¢ L’;‘k" odicers and 50 men to 5 officers and 85 men, but Captain Dupont
plete the bit-te: : te" Steps to enroll the additional sumber of men requisite to com-
the arrival of n'g'fo Its present establishment, deeming it more advisable to await
there being no g;,;:):;l ;;.;?ﬁ’:q“;pﬁ?“w shortly expected from Ottawa for their use,
store of this district. ¥ clothing or accoutrements of any kind in the Military

and gl:]:nmm.y mustered at inspection 3 officers and 42 non-commissioned officers
The appearance of the men op par ; e
3 parade was everything that could be desired ;
the 3{':1:, :‘I?:I:)htmig and accoutrements, being well takeg caregof, and in perfect olan,
exerciseayin = through a few company movements, including the review and firing
ments at the E:xc“‘d'"g‘y creditable manner, and were then exercised by dotach-
ey also ac 'tpefi R. M. L. gun, kegt in drill shed for drill purposes, and in this
Faotion. o1 t(111!11_ al themselves_m such a manner as to afford me the greatest satis-
In’ fact Ie'| ’ movemonts being BXGQIIted yviLh great rapidity and precision.
o6ina, Which ull{lhnot speak in terms of too high praise of the progress made by this
ciency seldon 7 -ough but of very recent formation, has already attained to a profi-
OOMidglratl:: gassed even by old militia artillery corps of long standing.
Battery, who hava g*‘mcredlt_m due to Captain Dupont and the other officers of the
also to the tlf spared no pains to bring about this result in so short a time—and
4§ men themselves for the time and attention they have bestowed upon

receiving the instruction im{;aned to them,with i g ol
N. C. officer instructors wounld have been f&ti;e. e i T LRk

215

This Battery has performed its annual firing practice with the 64-pr. R.M.L. Guns
at Finlayson _Puim B:lt.tcl"y, and as I am informed with a most creditable result Not
however, having yet received any official return from Captain Dupont, I am anable
to embody it in this report.

Lt.-Colonel Strange, Dominion Inspector of Artillery, in company with Colonel
Lovell, R. E,, appear to have inspected the Battery, daring their visit to British
Colambia recently-at which time [ regret to say I was absent on leave in Europe-and
to have expressed themselves as highly satistiel with the efficiency of the corps. As,
however, the Dominion Inspector will doubtless himself report upon that matter, far-
ther remark here is unnecessary. :

Vietoria Rifles, Nos. 1 and 2 Cos.

I subsequently on the same evening inspected the Victoria Rifles—companies
No. 1 and 2, which I regrot to state showed an exceedingly unsatisfactory muster,

The establishment for each of these companies is 2 officers and 40 N. C. officers
and men—of which the two companies together only paraded 4 officers and 27 N. C.
officers and men, by far the greater portion however belonging to No. 2 Company.

I must, however, here repeat what [ stated inmy lass annual report in regard to
these companics, namely, that the formation of an Artillery corps at Victoria has
geriously militated against their success, both the uniform and training of the latter
being far more attractive to the young men than that of the Rifles, rendering it next to
impossible for them to recruit their ranks whilst there is even a prospect of admis-
sion to the Artillery.

I have of course endeavoured as much as possible to prevent men abandoning
the Rifles for the Artillery, but even this cannot be always successfully carried into
effect, as the men at least who have served out their term of three years in the Lifles
eannot reasonably be controlled in their choice of corps for re-cnlistment, and already
a large proportion of the Artillery corps has already serve | in the Rifles.

In faet, I regret to say I see every probability of the Rifles eventually, and at no
far distant date, being utterly annihilated, by absorption; and I should regret this
extremely as both Captain Wolfenden and Captain Fletcher who command these
companies are zealous and efficient officers holding permanent rank in the Militia,
and it would be a loss to the service were they to be obliged to withdraw from it for
want of men to keep their companies up to the required strength, the more partica-
larly as it is quite apparent the fault or remedy does not lie within themselves.

As a very simple remedy for this, and one which if carried out I feel confident
would be successful, I would most respectfully beg to suggest that these two com-

ies be converted also into Garrison Batteries of Artillery, and that then three
E:teries be equalized into 50 or 69 men each, the whole forming a Brigade under the
senior officer’s general supervision.

This course still f'm'tLer recommends itself to favorable consideration in view of
the fact, that should an attack at any time be anticipated upon either Victoria or
Bsquimalt, the Artillery branch of the service is likely to be most called into requi-
sition ; and whereas the Artillery are equally available for either application being
trained in both branches of the service, the Rifles can only be utilized as Infantry.

Ono fully qualified, and fairly paid Instructor, could be made availuble for the
training of the whole, which would of course occupy his whole time, leaving him
leisure for little or other business of any kind. E

Returning to my inspection of these companies, I have to report;most favorably
upon every thing with the exception of the numbers at muster as before stated.—The
arms, clothing and accoutrements being well cared for and in good order. } s

The movements were also well executed and in every respect to my entire satis-

faction.



~ NEw WESTMINSTER.
Rifles. "’

Inspected the New Westminster Rifles under Captain Peele in their Drill Shed
on the 1st December, and mastered them as follows, viz :

Ommwncno--..o-ln---- MLscareaE s SR NEE STV ANEANRIANRNE IR BRI Y

Attached officers Staff.......
Non-commissioned officers and men... .........

2
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This Ooznamny has provided itself with the new regulation helmet since my last
inspection, and it cerlainly adds greatly to the soldierlike appearance of the men
‘who are generally much above the ordinary average stature, as fms been demonstrated
by the fact that much difficulty has always been experienced in selecting clothing of

zes large enough to fit them.

I considered the muster on the whole a fair one, owing to the inclemency of the
woather, and the difficulties that mauy of them have to contend with in leaving
their business or coming in from their firms or fisheries on the Fraser River; many
of them living several miles from the town.

In addition to this I was unable to give them any notice of my arrival, the
telegraph line being down at the time andg only semi-weekly communication by mail.

ound every thing, however, in good order and was very fairly satisfied with

the drilling of the men which included company drill and manual and firing
exercises. :

Seymour Artillery.

I afterwards inspected the Se mour Artiller der the offi co di
Lieut. Pittendrigh. l;’resent:---- y l i) Sl g

Oficers.......cc......un “asaeas e rsssassnanearneses | O
Non commissioned officers and EUDNErS.is.iieernasenseenses 18

The authorized sirength of this Half-Battery is 2 officers and 30 non-com-

gsl:i:nl;.ga c’ﬂicerglantg men ;hbut only 26 uniforms having been sent out from Ottawa,
¢ Tt unable to raise his corps to its proper establish i tat i
his only difficulty in the matter. 2 St Rl e being

The men looked very well in their new helmets with which they have also
recently supplied themselves, and their arms, &c., were in good order.
ey were put through a few Company movements and went through the
;‘men::;g;nt: of standing gun drill exercise (no gun being available), all of which was
. Having already reported frequently upon the state of the guns at New West.
minster, | naed_ scarce_lx revert to the sul%%ct here. As, howgver. the Dominion
Inspector of Artillery visited that place daring his stay in this Province recently, I

am in great hope that owing to his re resentation somethi i
towards repairing or roplacin% them, . fE e

L

LRifle Range.

While detained at New Westminster the following day I visited the Ri
aud find that many improvements have been made on sl.t dlz'ing tllm pastes?g;ﬁa 353
that it is now in every respect a first-class and a safe range. 4
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Drill Shed.

I also examined the drill shed and my attention was called by Captain Peele to
‘the condition of some of the sills at the resr end of the building which are rotting and
‘will require repairs very shortly. _ _

Also certain portions of the roof which are leaking badly.

As, however, Captain Peele refers to these, as well as other matters connected
with saggested improvements, in a report now forwarded, I need make no further
comment on that subject at the present time.

Nanamo.

Nanaimo Rifles.

I inspected the Nanaimo Rifles under the command of Lieutenant Harvey at
Wellington on the 8th December. ol y

Notwithstanding most inclement weather—a snow storm prevailing at the time
—Lieutenant Harvey managed to muster his company to the following strength, viz:

-
B O 0 s wsaiol a8 s o e s W KR S s RN T oo n e 4 Gaba b ah GAWAN S 01
Non-commissioned officers and privates..........cceeeeiniienaninen. 24

On reference to my report for last year it will be seen that I then recommended
the acceptance of Lieutenant Harvey’s proposition to raise the establishment of his
company to 50 or 60 men, to be raised, one-half at Wellington, and the other half at
Nanaimo, with a view to better facilities of drilling at cach place, they !_)emg rase'c'en
miles apart, and the company already consisting of about equal numbers of men
from each place. ‘ . _

I beg leave respectfully to repeat this recommendation feeling convmced 1ha§
such a course would be beneficial to the force, for the same reasons then stated, an
which I need not now repeat. ; 2

The parade took place in a theatre kindly placed at our disposal by the propfuebor,
Mr. Moore, and the state of the arms, &e., &ch wa]-a S(;.l]l very good with only one
slight exception to which attention was immediately drawn. 3 )

e The ch!ill, manual and firing exercises, and company drill was also satisfactorily
rformed. K y 4
P The Company's voll shows the fall complement of men, all of whom Lieut.
Harvey reports have been drilled, the greater portion having completed t!wui fall
quota for the year, and all being available at short notice in case of their being

«called out for active service.

Rijle Range.

I inspected the Rifle Range whilst at Nanaimo, and found it much m}yrév?{i
since last year. It is now a first-class range, and so much so that the B.C. -
Association held their last autumn meeting there and appoar to have been we
salisfied with the result of the experiment.

VieToriA AND ESQUIMALT.

Defences.

The Batteries at Finlayson, Victoria and McAulay Points, and ':;.t. B:otl:lc‘rtz
Island are now under the charge of a caveful custodian, Captain Tatlow, w .:_0 a{} ends 2
hem daily and, with the assistance of a paid detachment from the Victoria Garriso

Battery, traverses the guns once in each month.



‘Some little work has been done on tho necessary improvements such as drainage
and better roofing of expense magaaines, bat much yet remains to be done bofore the
batteries can be considered as completo '
~_During my absence on leave authority was received to purchase gun-covers,
similar to those in use on board H. M. ships, from tho Admiralty Stores at Esqui-
malt, but on application being made by Capt. Dapont, then acting D, A, G., he was
informed that such articles were not kept in store but were usually made by the
sail makers on board.

I therefore immediately upon my return, requestell Mr. Innes, the Naval Store-
keeper at Esquimalt, to ascertain what they could bo made for, but have not heard
from him further on the subject.

Magazine.

The new Magazine recently completed on Beacon Hill is in every respect
suitable and will prove a great saving of expense to the Department in the future,
There is, however, no powder stored in the Artillery end, as the Naval Storekeeper

when last a%plied to for ammunition by the Acting Deputy Adjutant Geaeral, informed

him that orders had been received by him from the Admiralty to cease all further
issues of stores of any description to the Militia Department here, until such as had
already been issued, had been replaced o paid for.

I would most respectfully suggest that this matter bo looked into without delay,
as any misunderstanding existi;gggbetween the Departments here, in the matter of
stores, would render the Militia Artillery here utterly powerless for defence, and
interfere seriously with their training as we are entirely L})epandent upon the Admir-
alty for all stores connected with the heavy guns mounted in our batteries.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedt, servant,
C. F. HOUGHTON, Lieut.-Colonel,
D.A.G.M., Mil, Dist. No. 11.
The Adjutant-General,
Head Quarters,
Ottaws,

ACPENDIX No. 3¢

REPORT OF THE SENIOR INSPECTOR OF ARTILLERY.
CrrapeL, Queske, 22nd December, 1874,

Sir,— Owing to my absence on duty in British Columbia :lurinfq a great portion
Sisnecti cason, E y inspect the corps stated.
ecting season, [ was only able to inspec - e iy .
Ofth’}gzs‘:'emai%ing ﬂr;illery and engineer corps of t]!;)l Domn]n.mnl “Cer](? Illrclll:qu]z)(rtizc:
i ieut.-Colonel Irwin, Inspector of Artillery, Lieut.-Colo Pr
L T A il i ; sl Montizambert, Canadian
i spector tillery, Li~ut.-Colone ontiz 5 ;
Tiewes, Assistant Inspectot of A L o T Mator Walker Royal Engineers.
illery, Major Holmes, Canadian Artillery, and Major W sor, Royal, Hngin
f.gl?l?!gﬁ’theif' 1'e.‘-'poc!iv:3 reports and parade states; also the reports on “A.” and
« B.” Batteries, Gunnery Schools.
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On the 5th July I inspected the Richmond Field Ba Yy commanded by Major
the Honourable EyAylmlgtg Royal Marine Artille bt‘,mZietn:mmms Bea{tie ailnd
Williams, who have both been throngh the Quebec Gunnery School.

Though the battery had not completed their training, their drill was steady and
-accurate. The men are of good physique, and the horses, the property of the drivers,

suitable for the work ; but the equipment has never been completed. Though the
~ battery has been three years organized, they are still without swords, belts, carbines
or indeed u}ytbing but the guns, carriages ‘and harness, The carriages are very old
and rotting for want of timely repair and painting,

During the last training, tents were not supplied, through no fuult of Major
Aylmer; his battery was three days withont them during very rainy weather., The
circumstance was reported at the time, and Major Aylmer very judicionsly expended
$10 finding shelter for his men, and 85 in carting up the missing tents when they did
arrive; this cluim, like others, has not yet been settled.

This continual delay in su plying necessary demands is deeply discouraging to
the cfficers, non-commissioned officers and men. Sergeants who, havin
regular duty during their course at the guannery school, return to their batteries to
turn out without swords or belts,

I should have hesitated to dwell so strongly upon the difficulties of supply of a
few necessary articles of equipment to a single battery, but the same complaints
have been repeated for years from New Brunswick to British Columbia, and as I find

ordinary representations are overlooked, I feel it my duty to place the matter on
record in my annual official report.

MoxrtreAr BRiGaDe oF GABRISON ARTILLERY.

On the 25th October, 1879, I inspected the Montreal .Brigade of Garr
Artillery on the Champ de Mars, and subsequently in the Squ:
walls. Lieut.-Colonel Fletcher, Deputy Adjutant General, Mil
present at the inspection on the Champ de Mars. The foll
very creditably performed :—

ison
uare of the Drill Shed
itary District, No. 5 was
oOwing movements were

Infantry Exercises.

March past in column and quarter column.

Line to the riﬁht on the leading company.

Line to the left on the rear company.

Quarter column on No. 1 and opening to column,

Deploy to the left.

Change front (o the left on the lefi company.,

Forming echelon and Jine,

Retire in fours from the right of companies,

Wheeling in column, connter marching, &e., &e., &e.

Manual and firing exercises, under Captain Molson, Acting Adjutant,

Artillery Drills and Exercise.
No. 1 Battery—Captain Geo, Forbes.
Gyn drill—Raising a gun.

No. 2 Battery—Cuptiin A. K. F. McAllan,
10-inch mortar drill—Dismounting and mounting and trench cart drill.
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No. 3 Battery—Licutenant W. H. Lawrie.

Standing gun drill, and monnting a gun on a garrison standing carriage by par-
buckling over the side.

No. 4 Battery—Lieutenant F. Whitley.

§ i un drill, and afterwards temporary disablement of a 24-pounder
smoo%?gg;:ggu% of 48 ewt. by dismonnting over the front of its carriage.

No. b Battery—Captain T. T. Turnbull.

Mounting a 24-pounder smooth-bore gun of 48 cwt. on a garrison standing carriage
by means of plank and roller up the rear.

No. 6 Battery—ILicutenant F. Birks,

i i acing carri *slinging gun.
g wagon drill,—placing carriage and’slinging g . ;
g'll:gbaboﬁ nrti]let"y Exerci.—-:cﬁ were done In a way thallI I:a\e nc)t.i seen I(:gu.;‘lizi
; ilitia artillery in Canada, and showed the good results o
volunteer militia artillery in Canada, 0 good resu t
:f:a:?hr school under Major Fraser, at Montreal, and the (‘ﬂnllnu():;nt(,‘(!tnl;‘lg dr:lﬁz
3 is i ray detracts from
i 7 Sergeant-Instructor Howard ; but this in no way detr 3
e e 2 ling the brigade, to his officers
i i rrance Fraser, commanding the brigade, TS,
eredit due to Tieut.-Colonel Torr ser, S beigaile, b0 i e,
‘ati ' the men. I wish I could speak of the hearty co-op
B o ot ice, i ars that a very bad
5. F hat was brought to my notice, it appe
of all the officers. From wh ght to s QU s ey ol
i ils, as well ¢ g sition to the commandant, on the j )
feeling prevails, as well as steady oppos o e e S
‘er such being the case, rather than again disorganize rigade,
or three officers. Such being se, : _again ¢ . o
ismiss: sers who ecarry their opposition to I
recommend the dismissal of officers 3 o e
lf?};g:&?)ordiuation unless it is clearly proved the commanding officer has (!n::
) . I adl " o i
. rong, or overqte[;ped his authority ; in thatcase his resignation might ba.._ll.eqt.uror
'ﬂ heéi’:‘-s not called u'pnn to resign he should be support}cd. ! ulunﬁcel' military
izati ive i aintenance of discipline as much as any other. )
ations require the mainlenance o 1 Lol .
gamzR; (:'eeentc:lr.rion was made to me on the part of some f)ﬁ{tt!ht!l the l:: :ﬁﬁi
: - H o anl of fie e accordanc
desir unl')ﬁrstrclass certificates to qualify for the rank of field fjtilllci:;l::isz;nti)rmal
with new militia regulations, p:u-ngrapl} btb I ?tu:itlp’;)tl:l;:l:{on n}"llm mpii
i rions its pr ation. : ars ) sure sufficie
enlation previons to its promulg: _ ‘ Renta B
Ofﬂ;tesdg?}i};nrun{»cry school are apparently not found sufficiently nummousﬁn \'ﬂtl'lrl:eg
:g :al:e such c%mmand* entailing as they do expenditure of money :::a we llaﬂ ()1Lhu|.
AN LS =y o # £ % &R !
i rari ts from store; and, on the
iscouragements in procuring equipmen el th :
;nddmimcﬁndr::‘;o:;:::{j first-class c]ertilicat:s for officers I don't consider qualified by a
an ) B =CLEas } % .
certain u;nuuut of military practical experience as well as theory.

Vicroria GArmrisoN Barrery, B. C.

i ry of garris tillery at
eptember, 1879, T inspected the hattery of g:nmpn artillery
‘Viﬂt(g‘?&tlégl’?ltl‘llia?ld%d by Ca,ptnin Dupont, who was acting as DBPGM'I) -Ac} Jtrl t::\t‘:;]{:e}rieh a-l
during the absence on leave of Lieut.:-(i!nlccg:ﬁlmi}:;i%ht‘:% p&?;m.-;e(:imtlj o;}n‘css,& L E
i v Vi a specia , Wi : :
:wth wtgo?vlfo;‘ea::ﬁl‘nll;}lg g;:li?inhg;‘:ce, it was paraded for him, as sho\y‘n (311 pnmic-:
sgaige I?e expressed himself pleased with their generally r.sppiu'gnt. elﬂgcl;;::ﬁi o)z};iem
ially the gun practice of the artillery. Taking into consideration f; ; m&‘cntly
::;.]o}v'ved ffr tlg!ining and the non-supply of belts and accnul‘remlen : ‘1!:31mf|,r]{m|
small matters, but e;m-emelg,: dircmu-agi:;‘gv t(l)] iamhi?i:;f?; .:t‘:l.(hfl?l:‘; “:t.gongth‘ - e
el ue)d gfmil?) t{))uil-l)l;).nlt)utml CODS};!.IBI' such organization faulty and
tteryblias beS]n lc‘:x;::-umsmncos and beg to recommend the following, wnhln vlnge\:
:&:‘ ?:!t;l:;ar :r:ﬁnineg and iustructio,n, that the increase to the battery of garrison volun
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militia artillery take the form of a second battery, by changing No, 1 Company of
Rifles into artillery (gja they thomselves desire as also the Acting Deputy-
Adjutant General of district), as thero ave not sufficiont men of the eclass willing to
eurol to keep up the increased strength of m-l.illor]y and rifles.

The battery of artillery commanded by Licutenant Pittendrigh, late I, M.
3rd Regiment, might be completed by the addition of ten men and an officer, und 5

 suitable equipment supplied, their gun carriages being rotten, and the harness kopt
possession otp by the late quartersmaster’s sergeant, who has not been compelled to
ive it up, or account for it to the Deputy-Adjutant General of the district. A fourth
should be raised at Nanaimo. The whole making a brig‘ade of four batteries,
commanded by Captain Dupont, with rank as Lieut..Colonel. Captain Tatlow would
make a suitable adjutant, gunnery instructor and quartermaster.

Since the death of Sergeant Bramah, late Royal Artillery Assistant Gunne: y
Inspector from “ A " Battery, Captain Tatlow, who has obtained a first-cluss long
course certificate from B Battery, has been appointed caretaker and instructor to
the volunteer artillery miiitia. From my know]egge of him as an officer, I have no
doubt he will perform the duties satisfactority.

As I have furnished a detziled and confidential report on the defence of British
Columbia since my return; T shall not report further on the subject. Horewith, I
forward reports of inspection, by Lient.-Co?gnel Montizambert during my absence.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
T. BLAND STRANGE,
Lieut.-Colonel,
Inspector of Artillery,

The Adjutant-General Militia,

CrranEr, Quesre, November 27th, 1879.

Sir,—I have the honour to report that, during your ubsence in British Columbia
on duty this summer, I inspected, in accordance with your instructions, the
Shefford Field Battery and the the Battery of Quebec Garrison Arti llery.

Saerrorp Frernp BATreRy.

Lieat.-Colonel Amyranld in command, I inspected on the 10th of September,
and superintended their competitive gun practice on the following day, Captain
Short, of the school of gunnery, acting as range officer,

. There were present Lieut.-Colonel Amyrauld, Lieutenants Kay, Neil, and
Mitehell, Assistant Surgeon Gilmour and Vetarinary Surgeon Vittie.

The battery was up to its full strength, both of men and horses, as will bo seen
by the parade state annexed. They have also an efficient band, composed of spare
gunners,

Their gun drill and manceuvring was exceedingly good, considering the short
number of days of training. The smartness with w ich movements were mado was
a verxlln::lt]leetﬁlo fea}mic. . y g

; e ofiicers of this battery have passed through the gunner school, and each
drilled the battery in turn during the insll))ect.ion. Tli’ey all inew tyl;eir work well.

Among other movements, the guns were retired by divisions, firing blank
This was done with precision.

. The battery also dismounted and remounted the guns and carriages in very
quick time.
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The men of this battery are of good physique. The horses are serviceable and
work well together. Harness complete, but not as clean as it doubtless would

have been had it not been in camp in rainy weather. _
~ Men's accoutrements and clothing in fair order. The latter, however, in some

cases not been properly fitted to the men. Lk
Tllllzsgun currialéeapwar{t paintiug very bndl{. The trail of one of them, injured

by an upset during the training, had ieen cleverly repaired by the men themselves.
Their score at 9-pounder gun practice was a good one—414 points.

QuEBEC GARRISON ARTILLERY,

Captain Roy in command; Lieutenants Donaldson and Hudon. Inspected on

the 11th of August. i o
Marching past and company drill fairly done. : _
Captain %oy put the battery through the manual and firing exercise.
Their gun drill was indifferent. Some men were good, but the majority showed

t want of training. el
greasogg of their 50thing was in very bad order, principally, I was told, that of

ho had worn their uniforms at the gunnery school. Voluntary drills, which
E‘eensowhi(éh]y desirable, also tend to increase the wear and tear of clothing, and it is

difficult in the above cases to make it last the preseribed number of yoars.

The battery purchased helmets this year at their own expense,
I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
C. E. MONTIZAMBERT,
Captain and Brevet Lieut.-Colonel.

The Inspector of Artillery,
Quebec.

REPORT ON THE ARTILLERY OF THE PROVINCE OF ONTARIO,

ScHOOL oF (GUNNERY,
Kinaston, Ont., 14th November, 1879,

: i he inspection
— the honour to forward herewith my annual report on th P

of th?:;_.tﬂ{eh tW::nd engineers in the Province of Ontario, and in the inspoction of
the Montreal Field Battery and Montreal Engineers, in the Province of Quebec.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
D, T. IRWIN, Lieut.-Colonel,
Inspector of Artillery.
The Senior Inspector of Artillery, ;
Quebec.
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D. T. IRWIN, Lieut.-Colonel,

Kingston, 14th November, 1879. AELSone Artilary.

w e 8 I

GANANOQUE FIELD BATTERY.

Inspected at camp Gananoque, on 30th of Jun
mp, | , O e, 1879,
Major McKenzie, Lieutenants Britton, Gillies, and Redmond, Surgeon Merrick,

Veterinary Surgeon Waldie,

been

Uniforms and c
G o et 5 ordr bt ot vory e

ness, well pat on, but not so clean or in such good order as it ought to have

Marchi?ﬁ past at walk and trot, fair,

Gun dr :
4 generully very good, but some of the sergeants were not well posted

in their drill.

Field maneuvres only fairly well executed.

This battery performed its annual competitive gun tice on the 2nd July.

] n'g

the officer commanding. An officer from « A” tery was on duty as range

officer, and reports ; i
om-ryi’n by mt.po great and needless delay in commencing the practice, and ?n

.
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Kixnastron Frenp BArTrTery.

Inspected at camp, Kingston, on the 1st July, 1879,

Captain H. Wilmot, Lieutenants John Wilmot and P.G. Wilmot, Surgeon

ors.

Uniforms and accoutrements in good order, neat and clean.

Horses, good.

Harness, well put on, but not very clean.

Marching past at walk and trot, very good.

Gun drill, very good.

This battery did not muster up to its full strength, and has in its ranks very fow
mon-commissioned officers or men who have taken gunnery school certificates, ~ It is
recruited altogether from the farming community in the township of Pittsburgh.

The battery performed their annual gun practice while in camp at & range five
miles from Kingston. The practice was good, but several of the competitors required
instruction in the elementary duties of laying a gun, and boring a fuze, a state of
things probably to be accounted for by tﬁa fact that the members of this battery
mever assemble for voluntary drills.

WEeLLiNGTON AND ONTARIO Frenp BATTERIES,

These batteries were inspected in ca.r;;i]‘)1 together near Guelph, on the 2nd July.
‘They were under the command of Major Macdonald, of the Wellington Field Battery.

Wellington Field Battery.

Captain Nicholl, Lieutenant Bond (P.), 2nd Lieutenant Crowe (P.), Assistant-
Surgeon Macdonald.

Ontario Field Battery.

Captain McCrae (P.), Lieutenants Wood (P.), Fleming (P.), Assistant-Surgeon
Hewitt, Veterinary Surgeon Grange.

Uniforms and accontrements, clean and in’ good order.

Horses, very good.

Harness, clean, in good order, and well fitted.

Standing gun drill of both batteries, very good.

Marching past, good. . )

Field manauvres, under Caﬁtain McCrae and Lieutenant Nich

Brigade drill, under Major Macdonald, very good. ,
The mounted non-commissioned officers of the Wellington Field Battery were

instructed in sword exercises, and showed a very creditable state of efliciency.
Lieutenant Crowe, of this battery, personally superintended the rifle instruction
and firing of the whole of the non-commissioned officers and men.
These batteries have organized a very efficient band.  Their camp ground was
in very good order, and the general appearance and discipline of both batteries reflect

the greatest credit upon their commanding officers. »
he Ontario Field Battery has not yet received its equipment of guns. For

field manceuvres and inspection, it paraded with the waggons of the Wellington Field

Ba v A
ttde];gt.}:l these batteries carried out their annual competitive gun practice at & mnﬁo
at Toronto, on the 8th September, at the same time and over the same range as the
Toronto battery. The practice was good, but the scores not so high as on previous
occasions, probably owing to difficulty
marshy ground.
8—15}

oll, good.

in seeing the target, which was placed on low,

A

|




Hamivron Frerp Barrery.

Inspected at eamp, Hamilton, on 3rd July.
Captain MeMahon, Lieutenants VanWagner (P.), Marshall (P.), Burgeon White,
Uniforms and accoutrements, clean and in good order,

orses, good. ,

Harness, well fitted and fairly clean, but wanting man repairs.

Marchin t at walk and trot, very indifferently perf‘c')rmed.

Gun drill, m

Field maneuvres, under Captain McMahon, good; but the latter is the only
officer at E;esent capable of instructing the battery.

This battery did not perform its annual practice when in camp, but marched to
Toronto on the 2nd September with the intention of firing on the g’oronto range on
the 8th, and joining in the review on the 9th. Owing, however, to the lateness of
the hour of their arrival in Toronto, they were unable to go to the range on the 8th
and other circumstances, of which I am not at present aware, prevented their ﬁriné
either on the afternoon of the 9th or morning of the 10t

Ottawa Field Battery.

Inspected at m&: near Ottawa, on the 5th of July,

Captain Stewart, Lieutenants Evans, Coutlee, and gavage (P.), Surgeon Bentley
Veterinary Surgeon Harris. ; 4

Uniforms and acooutremens very clean, neat, andin good order.

]I?Ifomes, gsam;:;s]rly rémd%rsiz .

arness, in order, but requiring a good many repairs.

Marching past at a walk andqtrot, geryg good, o

Gun drill, good, but Nos. 1 were in some cases not able to instruct.

Field manceuvres, under Captain Stewart, were very good.

I am glad to report that since my inspection two officers of this battery, Lieu-
tenants Evans and Coutlee, have successfully passed through a short course at the
school of gunnery, and obtained certificatos.

The gun practice of this battery was carried out at a ran
previous to my inspection, Lieut.-Colonel Cotton, A"
gg:aa:.in'rcg]; ;Tﬁro fl“: orlt)s tihat, %w:ing to great carelessness on the part of the

e batte: rin i
clear, and a serious accident wal;yc'm]y nga:oa;ly %:grf}:g.o S el

The camp of this battery was ve 11 sit
mgementspgood. = ry well situated, the ground well kept, and the

ge near Aylmer the day
Battery, acting as range

ToroNTo Frerp Barrtery.

Inspected at camp, Toronto, 6th September, 1879.

. Major Gray, Lieutenants Mead (P.), Macpherson (P.)
erinary Surgeon Smith. :
%}otl&iqg nncil accolx::rements, in good order,

¢ drivers have been provided wi
e undega o e:ii d with long beots, at expense of the officers.
Harness, very much out of repair, and not’i

Surgeon Diamond, Vet-

I n such good order as it ought to have

Marching past at walk, frot and gallop, very wall I
Gun drilFand knowledge of amm%nitigr,l, indyii‘f’erenlt)f3 e
Field manceuvres, under Major Gray, fairly well performed.

I regret to say that during the inspection, when the batte
round of blank cartridge, and owing to the carelessness
of the guns, the latter was fired too soon, and Gunner De

g the rammer at the time, lost a portion of his right hmpsﬂ.er, who was withdraw

and,
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This battery performed its annual gun practice at 2 range near Toronto on the
8th instant. The firing was generally good, the competitors being well instructed
in their duties.

Duraam Frenp BATTERY.

Inspected at camp, near Port Hope, on 23rd September. i :
Captain Graham, Licutenant Maclean, Surgeon Brent, Veterinary Surgeon
inman.
= Clothing, new and in good order.
Horses, good. ‘
Harness, well put on, but not clean or in good order.
Marching past, at walk or trot, indifferent. . i !
Gan drill, fair, but Nos. 1 are not well instructed in their duties.
Field manceuvres had not been practiced. i e : .
Gun practice carried out at a very good range in the vicinity. The firing was
ﬁonerally good, but the competitors had not received sufficient instruction in their
utle'i‘-he members of the battery are recrnited from the f‘nrmipfz community in the
County of Durham, and the great majority reside at a considerable distance f‘rtia.m
Port Hope, where the guns are kept. In consequence they have noﬁm:htg&& or
attending voluntary drills, and although possessing the best material in bot .ga_eg
and horses, cannot compete in point of efficiency with those batteries in whie
voluntary drills are regularly attended.

LoxpoN Frernp BATTERY.

Inspected at camp, London, on the 24th September, 1879. Py Wi
Major Peters, Lielz{tenants Heath, Hunt (P.), Williams, Surgeon Brown, Veter-
inary Surgeon Termant.
Clothing, generally in b]ad order.
trements, fairly clean. 4 i o
ﬁgizzss?rgleun ‘and it}: good order, but with many deficiencies.
Horses, good.
Gun drill, very good.
Marching past, at walk and trot, good. il
Field manceuvres, under the officers of the battery, fair. g
There were a very large number of recruits in this battery, and the g
hysiqgue of the men was not up to the average standard. Very fcwhpflt Ie tl:ﬁ:;
gony;illissioned officers have attended the school of gunnery, a defect which
i ied before next inspection. , :
e g‘igaglid;ict?c:rgms carried out at the old Royal Artillery range, ablout t:l:-:ﬁ
miles from the city. The practice was exceptionally good, but (l)lmlnf; b?a sto ot
‘having, after ricochet, struck a house in the vicinity, the firing had to P
3 L]

before all the competitors had competed.

WEeLLAND CAxanL Fienp BATTERY.

' 't Colborne, 26th September, 1879.
Iﬁ:ﬁﬁmf f’.r?gr%l:"efe? Es?l())t:in Frank King, Lieutenants Reavley and Rooth.
Uniforms and aceoutrements, in good order.
ery good. 7
%:gzz’sf in{'e%y good order, and showing a g
at previous inspections.
Marching past, fair.
Gun drill, good.
Field manceuvres, fair,

reat improvementon its condition
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The competetive gun practice was carried out at a range on the lake shore, on
the same day. The firing was good, and showed an improvement on the practice of
last year, but it was ovida'ent that several of the competitors had not received suffi-
cient preliminary instruction. i )

s battery showed a decided improvement in efficiency, but it suffers much
from a want of a full staff of officers, and from want of some system by which
voluntary drills could be organized.

I have to repeat my former recommendations with respect to the want of a suit-
able gun shed for this battery, large enough to enable voluntary drills to be carried
on, and also to my remarks relative to the abnormal position with reference to the

supervision, instruction and command of this battery held by Major King, its nom-
inal commanding officer.

MonTtREAL Frenp BarTery.

Inspected at camp, Montreal, on the 8th August, 1879,

Lieut.-Colonel Stephenson, Lieut. and Brevet Lieut.-Colonel MecGibbon, Lieu-
tenant Roger (P.), Surgeon Fenwick, Veterinary Surgeon McEachran,

Uniforms and accoutrements, very neat, clean and in good order.

Horses, very good.

Harness, clean and fairly well put on,

Marching past, at walk, trot and gallop, very well performed.

Gun drill, very good.

Field maneuvres, under officers, not very well performed, not sufficient attention
being paid to necessary details ; intervals wore not well kept, and the executive
wor({s of command not being always given by the proper individuals, the movements
were somewhat confused.

This battery was encamped on the Crystal Palace grounds, They were fortu-
nate in having a large number of tents, (21 and 2 marquees), and their ground was
neatl; ka]l))l;and arrangements good.

his battery performed its annual gun practice at Island of Orleans, Quebec,
there being apparently no suitable range near Montreal.

ToroNTO GARRISON BATTERY.

Inspected in the Drill Shed, Toronto, on 27th September, 1879,
Captain Gibson.

Uniforms, arms and accoutrements, in ve good order.
Manual exercise, indifferent. = 44
Firing exercises, not practiced.
Compapy drill, good.

Gun drill, mortar drill and gyn drill were performed in a very creditable man ner,
and both non-commissioned officers and men showed ovidence of careful instruction
In ammunition and gunnery.

he competitive gun practice took place on the 25th October from the 32-pounders
on the Garrison Common, under the superintendence of Captain Gibson, with very

good results,
I regret to observe that so far the vacancies for offic

been filled up, and although the battery is

exertions, in a very creditable state of efficie

same and provide for the exegencies of acti
officers should be maintainef i

ers in this battery have not
4t present, owing to Captain Gibson’s
ney, yetit is evident to maintain the
service, &ec., the proper staff of subaltern

MoxtrEAL ENcINEERS.

Inspected at Montreal on 30t} August, 1879,
jor Kennedy, Lieutenants Duﬂ’yg:nfi Goodwin,
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Arms, clothing and accoutrements, clean and in good order,

Marching gmt, good.

Company drill, indifferent.

Manual and firing exercises, good. ‘

After the inspection on parade, the company were marched to the old City Hall,
where a squad of 16 men went through, very satisfactorily, the drill required for
constructing a barrel pier. The materials for this drill have been purchased by the
corp?l.‘he company have not been practiced in any other drills or duties especially
applicable to an engineer corps, but Major Kennedy reported to me that 0 19!9;.1-0.110
for signalling purposes was erected by some men of his corps at the Provincial Rifle
MatcSoe?ar, from want of proper material and systematic instruction, this com pany
has had no opportunity of rendering itself efficient as an engineer corps, but' as its
members are nearly all artificers, and as material for constructing field works, gun
platforms, &e., will probably be supplied by government, itis to be hoped that CPO'E
siderable progress will be made. It must, however, 'he remembered th:{t the perll
allowed for annual drill is enti:‘lel)lfl too limited for this purpose, and must be supple-

ular voluntary drills. y :
mentfinl.?;?;gcommended tb{lt next year this company be authorized to perform its
annual drill at St. Helen’s Island, where space can be obtamed_for practical instruc-
tions in those exercises for which material may have been obtained.

Sr. CATHARINES GARRISON BATTERY.

i i i ble, personally, to
wing to my unavoidable absence on other duties, I was una , pers y U
inspeoct thgi;s baLtg’ry during its annual drill, Tordered Major Holmes, “ A" Battery,
rform this duty, and herewith attach his report thereon. &
> IN.I regret to not.'iyc‘e the presence of so many recraits, and also that the annual gun
practice has not been carried out.

Sonoon oF GUNNERY,
KingsTox, OnT., 20th October, 1879.

i i hat I inspected the St.

—1I have the honour to report, for your information, t _
Oathgg;les Garrison Battery of Artille;‘y under the com’_manr.i of Call'»?.‘ iley, at the
drill shed, St. Catharines, Ont., on the evening of the 17th October list. - -

There were present on Earade, 1 officer and 36 non-commissioned officers an

! rade state herewith. - i A
T Thl;; pe:f;rmed the manual and firing exercises, marching in fours, e_atf.. (glfun
drill, with the 2-18-pourder seige guns (with which the battery is armed), fairly, dis-

2 - .

i ir knowledge of their general duties, ete. ¥
plaﬂﬁaaa;?:araﬂzée ofgthe battery on parade is good, it Abemg composed \e{n.nrialry 13{'
young men of (with a couple of exceptions) good height and physique. Nearly

its this year. .
8 r’.?‘;?:zlothilngyis in good order. The battery has just purchased the new pattern
helmzi:ms and accoutrements clean ; would recommend thfi substi ‘tﬁxli‘milod[‘ 81';-?:1.:‘; ;:Sg:-
- sts for those at present on charge, viz.: long rifles and tr :
‘g:g‘o::gsr.d bTaﬁgnl:zfte?;r paraded lzvithout slings on their rifles, the captain informed
7 in store. ) £k
- %?nherggtlfigsnglﬁflwnﬂt be carried on owing to the non-arrival of Eho J!.llljl'll:tl_l(}.l:)e!;.
A small u]:agazine is much needed in St. Catharines, where a reserve of cartridges,
gunpowder, etc., for the battery might be kept.
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Only three men now in the htm_rfy have attended the school of gunnery: 4
o

number will attend at the next course of instruction.
I bave the houour to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
J. G. HOLMES, Brevet-Major,
The actorof Astillans, Adjutant, Sehool of Gunnery, Kingston,
Kingston, Ont.

Toronto 2xp Minrrary Disrrior ENaINEegs.
This company, under the command of Lieut.-Colonel Scoble, performed its
annual drill i n camp at Niagara.

(©)

Field state of 2nd District Encineer Corps, Toronto, i iacara fir
174h to 29th Juss, 1879 maniein gi ps, Loronto, in camp at Niagara from

£
m
Distribution. §| 5|5 i S R
< |23 €| 212 | % | Reks
= s = g E' = ]
0 R O O A
Present under arms .................... oo U | 1 1 7 (] 1 36 52
w v R N T T ey SREREE dheane
en sessvess | isavinann levisesass |aerancen " I Foisealasmmsd ET 18
Total on Parade........| ........ 1 1 1 8 6 1 52 70
|

I obtained the necessary authorit its i i i
\ 38 ¥ to enable its inspection to be carried out b
}II)TJor Yglker, R. E.,, Military Professor at the Royal Mi itary College. This oﬂicev‘ir
:b e and instractive report on the subject is forwarded herewith, and I fully endorse
. t:a. m(gn:;(;ng ;;l:;z!&ofeéag arrived al:, with reference to the most feasible mode of
: .01 elliciency in the very important duti i -
ily be undertaken on actual duty by this arniy of tllzgrse?vict:tles i e

wrandum relative to the Organization of the 2nd M NOH od) )4 :
8t
at Toronto, Ont. Y District Engineer Corps,

1st. It having been admitted by the successive Adj

st. 1 : L b utants-General
orga_mmtloln of the Canadian militia was deficient withjout an est:;)%shilgrgt“:;'
eéngineers, 1 was requested by Col. P. Robertson Ross, to undertake the formation of

a corps in 1872, A .
20th 'é'iv.. 1873.7 ersonal matters prevented my doing so at the time, but on

18th May, 1874 becomin stationary in Toronto, in 1873, T wrote to j ’
?r‘: vzlfg;;i {g’g; &%ﬁ?;:t glg) ::hti militia s}gn:_fying my ;villingness 1’:;(!)1 erlg%:goiﬂglr{;;:
\ v ¢ same footing as a company of engineers i
ogxgﬁ?allzstir? ce. After some correspondence, and a great deali of):ielay, I%va: :&h?ﬁ:.gg
KL la.m.antmry! 1876, to enrol a corps of the strength of 3 officers and 70 non-
il commissioned officers and men. Subsequently, T was permitted to
e ase m'{ strength by the addition of a third Lieutenant and Assistant Surgeon.
B:fi“;e _stretlizgt:.h being 5 officers and 70 non-commissioned officers and men.
i un(llng esirous to provide gropcr instruction in technical engineer work for
'ps under my command, I at first secured tho services of an ex-sergeant of the

e

Royal Engineers, at a salary of $400 per annum, including the rent of a house. This

gn_.ln.?’ was to be paid from the funds of the corps. Upon representation, the Govern-
Ist Dec,, 1876. ment allowed us the same sum per annum for a drill instructor as is
allowed to a field battery of artillery, viz: $200 per annum. Unfortunately, the
instructor I had secared committed a gross breach of discipline, and I was forced to
dismiss him from the corps. I then made application for a sergeant to be detached
from the Royal Engineers stationed at Halifax, but although I have made frequent
repetitions of my application, I have so far obtained no satisfactory result. What ]
desire is that a good Royal Engineer Sergeant Instructor shall be attached to the
corps as instructor and caretaker of the stores. The corps is willing to supplement
the pay allowed by Government to a reasonable extent, so as to secure proper
instruction.
3rd. As it is evident that an engineer corps cannot be instructed in technical
work without proper instructional appliances, 1 applied to the Major-General com-
July 7th and manding the militia on July 18th, 1876, for the stores, models, etc,
Igth, 1876.  supplied to a volunteer engineer company in Great Britain, but was
informed that the Government was not in a position to ask for the issue of such stores
as a gift from the Imperial Government, and that there were no funds available for

3:5‘ h‘:g' :g.'fg: their purchase. I then asked for the sam of $200, to purchase such
Nov. 6th, 1876. stores as were immediately necessary, but this was also denied me, for
the reason that no appropriation existed for the purpose. Subsequently, I have made
frequent application to the same effect, but to no purpose. In order, therefore, that
the corps may be in truth as well as in name an engineer corps, I have been _obliged
to expend the company funds in the purchase of instructional stores and appliances to
the extent of about $1,200. With these and a few spare artillery stores we have
been compelled to carry on our work. -

4th. Upon the organization of the corps, I represented to the Militia Department
the injury tEat must occur to the tunies eslpccially, unless fatigue clothing were
issued for the rough work necessary in the instruction of the men. Repeated
applications failing, the serge jackets now in possession were purchased from the
funds of the corps. ) N ' : o .4

5th. The corps has expended the following sums in carrying out its organization :—

R (e T R RO N e e ) U R

R e avan s o1 v s esns Ao R AHS TR A amte b R R S AE SR AAY 1,049 53
D s Ve s s ia amsipan g ik hansbaess T, S . 543 27
3,779 76

Of this sum the Government has contributed.......eeeeees 750 00

120aving the BUM Ofi.cicisasese srsorersasancensassssanisasranssasas 50280 6

as contributions by the officers, non-commissioned officers and men of the corps
tfowards its support during the past three years, or upwards of 1,000 per annum. Con-
sidering that the members of the ccn'])s, officers included, are all poor men, and the
small number npon whom the burden has fallen, the proportion paid by Government
towards the support of the corps is altogether inadequate. . 5
6th. It must be conceded that an engineer corps without equipment, and with-
out means of transport for its equipment, is an anomaly. I have, therefore, asked
that t overnment shall :— ;
lgif'sf St?pply us with a qualified instructor, or make a grant sufficient to enable
me to secure the services of a competent man. . ‘
Second. That failing the immediate supply of a complete equipment, that an
annual grant or allowance shall be made towards its purchase. o
Third. That three wagons and harness shall be issued to the corps for the trans-
rt of i uipment. r _
Po Fia‘:c::'sthe.qfl'}?at as the corps under my command is the only engineer corps in tht'}
Province of Ontario, it should be constituted the nucleus of a field company





