
G E N D E R - B A S E D  V I O L E N C E :  

IT’S NOT JUST 
Across Canada, people face violence every day because of their gender,
gender expression, gender identity, or perceived gender identity. This is called  
gender-based violence (GBV) — and it’s a violation of human rights.

GBV is often misunderstood, and even more often dismissed as “just a girl thing”.
But GBV affects us all, and it’s everyone’s job to stop it.

MINOR PROBLEM

1 6 0
women and girls were

killed by violence in 
2020 i

more likely to be 
sexually assaulted than 

men iv

4 4%
of women in Canada have 
experienced some form of 

violence by an intimate 
partner in their lifetime ii

4 .7  M I L L I O N
women in Canada have been sexually 

assaulted at least once since the age 15 iii

6 1%
of women aged 15 – 24 
experienced unwanted 

sexual behaviours in public 
places iii

I T ’ S  N O T  J U S T  A

I T ’ S  N O T  J U S T

YOUNGER WOMEN EXPERIENCE
HIGHER RATES OF GENDER-

BASED VIOLENCE.iii 

Gender-based violence is prevalent across Canada, and it has a serious impact. 

Sexual violence, including forced sexual activity, catcalling or
unwanted touching, disproportionately affects women.

Overall, women are

more likely to be 
sexually assaulted than 
men of the same age iv

But women 15-24 are

IN PERSON
I T ’ S  N O T  J U S T

Online violence gives perpetrators new methods to control victims,
like GPS phone tracking or targeted harassment campaigns.

IN 2018,

18% of women experienced unwanted behaviour 
in a virtual space in the 12 months prior iii

33% of young women aged 15 to 24
experienced online harassment at least
once in the 12 months prior iii

and

THE SAME FOR
I T ’ S  N O T  J U S T

Some groups are more likely to experience GBV, including: 

EVERYBODY

I N D I G E N O U S
W O M E N

N O N - H E T E R O S E X U A L
P E O P L E

T R A N S G E N D E R  A N D
G E N D E R - D I V E R S E  P E O P L E

W O M E N  L I V I N G  I N  R E M O T E
O R  R U R A L  A R E A S

W O M E N  W I T H
D I S A B I L I T I E S

16X
67%
58%
1.8X
27%

more likely for Indigenous 
women to be murdered or 
missing than white women vi

of LGB+ women who had 
ever been in an intimate 
partner relationship had 
experienced at least one type 
of IPV since the age of 15 vii

of transgender or 
gender-diverse people said 
they experienced unwanted 
sexual behaviour in public in 
the previous 12 months viii

Rural crime rates for intimate 
partner violence were higher 
than in urban areas ix 

of women with a disability 
said they experienced online 
harassment in the previous 
12 months x 

PERSONAL ISSUE
I T ’ S  N O T  J U S T  A

Gender-based violence affects everyone. Big and small, it has an impact on our

2 3%
of women worldwide

have experienced online 
abuse or harassment at 
least once in their life. v

ECONOMY HEALTHCARE COMMUNITIES

limits earnings
for women

lowers business
productivity

increases
turnover

causes mental 
health issues

creates unwanted 
or unhealthy 
pregnancies

increases sexually 
transmitted 
infections

makes 
neighbourhoods 

feel unsafe 

normalizes
GBV

creates cycles of 
GBV that last 
generations

By recognizing and refusing
to dismiss gender-based violence,

WE CAN WORK TOGETHER TO END IT AND
MAKE CANADA A SAFER PLACE TO LIVE.

L E A R N  H O W  T O  S T O P  D I S M I S S I N G  G E N D E R - B A S E D  V I O L E N C E  AT

Canada.ca/ItsNotJust
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